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OF ROME. ' ■ 

loaded widi chains. He then ordered that the bodies^ B O O IL 
of, his own men fhould be colleded, from amqag" X XtI» ^ 
the he^ of the enemy, and buried ; direding,^ y r'm/ 
the &me time, that the body of Flaminius fhould b.C. 217. 
be fought for, with intention to honour him with a 
funeral; but after a moft diligent fearch, it could 
not be found. As foon as the firft news of this dif- 


after arrived at Rome, the people, in great terror 
and tumult, crowded together into the Forum. 
The matrons, running up and down the ftreets, 
alked every one who came in thdr way, what hidden 
calamity was faid 'So have happened ; in what ftate 
was the aracft At length, tdter diHrowd, not lefs 
numerous th^ that of a full aftembly of the people, 
had colleded in the Comidum, and about the fe* 
nate-houfe, callii^ on the magiftrates for informa- 
tion, a little before fun-fet, Marcus Pomponius, the 
praetor, told them, We have been defeated in a 
great battle.” Though nothing more particular 
was heard from him, yet the people, catching up 
rumours, one from another, returned to their houfes 
with accounts, that, the conful was flain, together 
** with a great part of his army ; that few furvivede 
** and that th^e were either difperfed througl 
** Et|N| ^ or taken by the enemy.” Every kind 
of dftaortune, which had ever beftiUen vanquijugh 
troops, was now piflured in the anxious miu after 
thofe, whofe relations had ferved under the cmtry, 
Caius Flaminius, having no politive informatirg re- 
which they could found dther hope or men. 
During the next, and feveral fucceeding day8,or 
multitude, compofed of rather more women tl'tr 
men, flood romui the gates, watching for the arri . 
dther of tiieft fi^ds, or of fome who might gme, 
intelligence cofioerning them; and whenever anir- 
perfon came tip, they crowded about him wiith 
ea^r inquiries ; nor could they be prevailed on uf 
retire, efpeciaUy from fuch as were of thdr ac- 
9 * quaintance, 
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BOOK quaintance, undl they had examined minutely into 
XXIL ^ry particular. Then, when they did feparate 
about the informants, might be feen their 
Bic.3j7. countenances expreffive of various emotions, ac* 
cording as the intelligence, which each recdved, 
was pleating or un&vourable; and numbers, fur- 
roun^g them, returned to their houfes offering 
dther congratulations or comfort. Among the 
women, particularly, the effeds both of joy and 
grief were very confpicuous ; one, as we are told, 
meeting, unexpectedly, at the very gate, her fon 
returning fafe, expired at the fight of him: an- 
other, who Ihttn her houfe, overu^lmed with 
grief, in confequence of a falfe repcfft of her fon’s 
death, on fedng that fon returning, died immedi- 
ately, through excefs of joy. The praetors, during 
feveral days, kept the fenate affembled in their 
houfe, from the rifing to the fetting of the fun, 
deliberating by what commander, or with what 
forces, oppotition could be made to the vidorious 
Carthaginians. 

VIII. Before they had fully determi on the 
dans to be purfued, they received an 't of 
another unexpeCled di&fter : four thoul. 'rfe- 
% who had been fent by Servilius, the coitiui, to 
aid of his colleague, under the command of 
s Centenius, pro-praetor, were cut off by Han- 
, in Umbria, whither, on hearing of the fight 
he Trafimenus, they had marched to avoid 
.1. The news of this event afleCled people dif- 
ently: fome, having their minds occupied by 
af, for misfortunes of a momentous kind, cortainly 
jmed the recent lofs of the cavahry light, in com- 
arifon: others judged not of the accident by its 
m intrinfic importance ; but confidered, that, as 
«n a fickly conftitution, a flight caufe is attended 
with more fenfible effe&, than a more powerful one 

in 
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in a conftitution poff^ed of vigour j fo any kind of B O O K 
misfortune, happening to the commonwealth in its XXII. 
prefent debilitated condition, ought to be eiimated, y R rTc 
not by the magnitude of the a£fair itfelf, but by b.C.si?.* 
the emeebled Imte of the fame, avhich could not 
endure any degree of aggravation to its diftrefles. 
Accordingly, the ftate had recourfe to a remedy, 
which for a long time pall had ndther been ufed nor 
wanted, the nomination of a di£lator : and becaufe 
the conful, who alone was fuppofed to poflels the 
power of nominating that officer, was abroad, and 
it was difficult to fend dther mefienger or letter, 
durough thofe parts of Italy, occupUd, as they were, 
by the Carthapnian arms ; and as the people could 
not create a didator, no precedent having yet ex> 
ifled for it, they therefore, in an alTembly, created 
a pro>di£lator, Quintus Fabius Maximus, and a mailer 
of the horle, Marcus Minucius Rufus. Thefe re> 
cdved a charge from the fenate, to llrengthen the 
walls and towers of the city j to poll troops in proper 
places, and to break down the bridges on the rivers ; 
fince, having proved unequal to the defence of Italy, 
they iti a' gtght at their own doors in defence of the 
citynd that 
itaUm 

L^lHannibal marched llraight forward, through 
Umbria, as far as Spoletum; which town, af& 
he had utterly walled all the adjoining country, 
he attempted to take by llorm } but, being re* 
pulfod, with the lofs of a great number of men, 
and judging, from the llrength of that fingle c,' 
lony, his attempt on which had ended fo little 
his advantage, what great difficulties he had • 
furmount, before he could mailer the city of Rome, 
he changed the dire£lion of his route toward the ter- 
ritory of Picenum, which not only abounded with 
provilions of all forts, but was, belidesp wril llored 
with booty, which his needy and rapacious foldiers 
greedily feized. There he remained, during feveral 
' - - days. 
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B ,0 O K days, in one fixed poil, and refrelhed his men, who 
. ■ had been feverely ^tigued by their long marches in 

Y.R.C1C. winter feafon, and through the marflies, as well 
B,*C. 317! 38 by the battle, which, though hivourable in the iflue, 
was npt gained without danger and hitigue. After al> 
lowing fuffident reft to his troops, who, however, de> 
light^ more in plundering and ravaging, t^an in eafe 
and repofe,he put them in motion, and fpread devafta- 
don through the territories of Praetulia and Adria, 
the country of the Marfians, Manudnians, and Pe> 
Ugiuans, and the neighbouring trad of Apulia, 
round Arpi and Luceria. The conful, Cneius Ser- 
vilius, had fought fome flight battles with the Gauls, 
and taken one town of no great confequcnce; when, 
hearing of the difafter of his colleague, and the 
troops under his command, and being filled with ap> 
prehenfions for the capital of his country, he re- 
folved not to be out of the \\ay, in a conjedure of 
fuch extreme danger ; he therefore marched diredly 
towards Rome. Quintus Fabius Maximus, didator, 
a lecond dme, on the day whereiti he entered into 
office, aflembled the fenate, when he commenced his 
adminiftradon with attention to tlie grds. Having 
proved, to the convidion of the aflembh' ^t V 
the ftiults committed by Gains Flaminius, t >rC 
ful, through his negled of the eftabK/htd 
rites, and the aufpices, were even grea't » an thofe 
which arofe from his raflmefs and want of judg- 
ment j and that it ty-as ncceffary to learn, from the 
gods themfelves, what atonements would appeafe 
’Wrath, he prevailed on them to pals an order, 
wnich was not ufual, except when fome teraible pro- 
Igies 'were announced, that the decemvirs Ihould 
confult the Sibylline leaves. Thefe, after infpeding 
thofe books of the frites, reported to the fenate, 
that, “ the vow made to Mars, on occafion of the 
** pf|||||ipU War, had not been duly fulfilled ; that it 
moR be performed anew, and that in a more 
** ample manner ; that the great games mull be 

** vowed 
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** vowed to Jupiter ; and temples to Venus Erydna BOOK 
“ Mens ; that a fapplicadon and lediftemium . , 

** muft be performed, and a Istcred fpring vowed, 

** in cafe fuccds attended their arms, and that the Bx. aiy* 
« commonwealth remained in the lame ftate in 
which it had been when the war began.** The 
fenate, confidering that Fabius would have full em. 
ployment in the management of the vlar, m’dered 
that Marcus .£milius, the praetor, Ihould take care, 
that all thefe matters might be performed in due 
dme, according to the direftions of the roll^e of 
pontiffs. 

X. On the paffing of thefe decrees of the fenate, 
the chief pontifip, Ludus Cornelius Lentulus, bdng 
advifed with by the college of praetors, gave 
opinion, that before any other fteps were taken, the 
people fiiould be confulted with refpedl to the 
facred fpring ; for that a vow of that import could 
not be made without thdr order. Accordingly, the 
queftion was pfopofed to the people in thefe words : 

** Do ye choofe and order, that what 1 am going to 
** propofe, lhall be performed in this manner ; that, 

“ tyv-’Ce the commonwealth of the Roman people, 

“ 'iltiNiturites, lhall (as I wilh it may) be preferved 
1 #%fer during the next five years, from thefe 
“ wari, oely, the war whidi fubfifts between 
“ the Roman people and the Carthaginians; and 
“ the wars fubfifting with the Gauls, who dwell on 
** this fide of the Alps ; then the Romw people, the 
Quirites, lhall prefent, as an offering, whatwer 
“ the fpring lhall produce, from the herds of fwine, 

** Iheep, goats, or oxen; of which produce, ac« 

** cruing from the day when the fenate and people 
** lhall appoint, whatever lhall not have been appro- 
“ priated by confecrafion, lhall be facrificed to Ju- 
“ piter. Let him who makes the offering, make it 
** at what time, and in what form he lhall choofe : 

“ in whatfoeva manner he does it, let the offering be 

c “ deemed 
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B o O K “ deemed proper : if that which ought to be &cri- 
XXll. ficed die, let it be deemed as unoomecraled } and 

Y r'mc ** mifue. If any perfon uhdefignedly 

B-C .ff?' “ break, or kill it, let him incar no pmu^. 
** If any ftali fteal it, let not guilt ^ imputod to die 
** people, nor to lum from whom it is ftolen. If any, 
** unnowingly, offer the fiicrifice (m a frnt^d^ 
** day, kt t^eiing be deemed ^ood. Whedier 
** the offering ffall ne made by ni|ght or by day, 
** whether by a freeman or a fiave, let it ^ 
** deemed goM If die finnte and peo|de (hall 
** order it to be made on an earfier day than a 
** perfon ihall make it, let the people be acquitted, 
** and free from the guilt thereof.** On the fame 
account^ a tow vras made to celdbmte the great 
g^es, at the eanence of three himdred andjtmrty- 
uree thoufimd mree hundred and dbirty-diree 4iffe$ 
and one third * ; b^des three hundred oxen to be 
offered to Jupiter; and white oxen, and odier 
vi£lims, to many otlm drilies. The tows bong 
duly made, a proclamati<m watf iffudd ibr a fuppb* 
cation, in the performance of which joined, not 
only the inhabitants of the cky, with their wiTes 
and children, but alfo thofe of the country, who, 
having any j^roperty of thdr own, were h^efted 
in the welfrre the public. Then was penbrmed 
the iedifternium, during the fpace of tlnee days, 
under the dire^on of the decemvirs of religious 
rites. There were fix couches exhibited to view, 
one for Jupiter and Juno, anothra: for Neptune and 
Minerva, a thir^ for Mars and Venus, a fiiurth for 
i^pOllo and CMana, a fifth for Vulcan and Vefta,<and 
the fixth for Mercury and Ceres. The temples 
were then vowed ; that to Venus Erydna, by Quin- 
tus Fabius Maximus, didlator; for fuch was the 
dire&ion found in the books of the ftites, that the 
perfon who held the higheft authority in the ftate 
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ihould 
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fliovld vow it. Htus Otacilitts, the praetor, vowed B op K 
thetemide to Mens. ^ 

XI. The bufin^ relating to religion being thus b.c. 
concluded, tibc didator then propom to the fenate, 
to take into confideradon the ftate of the common* 
wealth and the war ; and to detennipe how many, 
and what legions, ihould be employ^ to ftop the 
progrefe of the victorious enemy. They paned a 
decree, that ** he Ihould recave the army from the 
** conful, Cnaus Servilius; in addition to which, 

** he ihould levy, among the ddzens and alhe^ 

** fuch numbers of horfe and foot as he Ihould JudM 

requiiite; and, in every other particular, ihoiud 
** ad and manage in fuch a manner as he ihould fee 
** ccmdudve tn«he public good.” Fabius declared 
his intention to make an addition of two legions to 
the army cd. Servilius ; thefe he ordered to be levied 
by the mafter of die horfe, and appointed a day on 
^ whidi they were to aflemUe at Tibur* Then, hav- 
ing publiihed a proclamation, that tfaofe who dwdt 
in towns or forts which were incapable defence 
ihould remove into places of fe&ty ; and tiuu all die 
inhabitants of that trad, through which Hannibal 
was t» march, ihould likewife remove out of the 
country, after firft burning the houfea, and deftrc^* 
ing the fruits of the earth, to prevent his meeting 
any kind of fupply ; he hii^elf fet out, by the Fhk 
minian road, to meet the conful and the army* 

Commg withhi fight of the troops, on thdr marw 
an the bank the Tiber, near Octkulum, and 
obfesving the conful, with feme horfehicn, advancing, 
he fent a beadle to acquaint turn, that he mm 
approach the didator without lidors. Ihis order 
he obeyed; and their meting raifed an exalted 
idea of the didatorfliip in the minds both of dti* 
zms and allies; who had now, in confequence 
of the long difufe, almoil forgottoi that office. 

Here he receive^ a letter from the city, with in* 

' r a telligenc^ 
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BOOK l>abli(^ to all the didator llug^ inftead of cool ; 

XXn. timid inftead of cautious^ iaqiniting to him as feults 
y"r ^ ^ ^ ^ neardl affimty to virtues. .Thus, by 

^ pndice of dq>reffing the merit of his fuperior, 
* <— a pra&ice of the bafeft nature and which has 
become too general, in confequence of the favour- 
able fuoels fo often attending it, — he exalted 
himfelE 

Xm. Haniubal led away his forces from the 
territory of Arpi into Sanuiium, ravaged the lands 
of Beneventum, took the city of Telefia, and ufed 
every means to irritate the Roman general ; in hopes 
that by fo many indignities, and the fufFerings of 
his allies, he might be provoked to hazard an en- 
gagement on equal groimd. Among the multitude 
of the allies of Italian birth, who had been made 
prifoners by the Carthaginian at Traiimenus, and 
let at liberty, were threi^ Campanian horfemen. 
Hannibal on that occaiion, by many prefents and 
promifes, engaged them to conciliate the affedions 
of their countrymen in his favour. Thefe now 
informed him, that if he brought his army into 
Campania, he would have an opportunity of getting 
pofleffion of Capua* The affiur was of* much 
moment, and feemed to demand more weghty au- 
thority. Hannibal hefitated, inclining at one time 
to confide in their afiurances, at another to dillruft 
them, yet they brought him to a refolution of 
marching from Samnium into Campania; and he 
difmi&d them, with rqteated charges to fulfil 
their promifes by deeds, and with orders Yo mum 
to him with a greater number and with fome of 
thdr prindpal men. He then commanded his 

g uide to condufl him into the territory of Cafinum; 
aving learned from perfons acquainted with the 
country, that if he feized on the pafs there, the 
Romans would be ihut out, fo as to prevent thdr 
bringing fuccour to their allies. But fpeaking with 

the 
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the Cartha^nian accent, and mif-imoooaGmg the BOOK 
Latm wor£, the guide rai&pprehended him as XXIt. 
having laid Cafilinum inftead ot Caiinum $ fo that, 
turning from the right road, he led him through sic.*! 17! 
the territories of AUifiae, Calada, and Gales, down 
into the plain of Stella. Here Hannibal looldng 
round, and perceiving the place inclofed between 
mountains and rivers, called the guide, and alked 
him where 'he was; and the other anfwering, that 
he would lodge that night at Cafilinum, he at iafl: 
difcovered the miftake, and that Cafinum lay at a 
very great diftance, in a quite different direOion. 

On t&, having fcourged and crucified the guide, 
in order to ftrike terror into others, he pitch^ and 
fortified his camp, and difp^ched Mahiurbal, with 
die cavalry, to ravage the territory of Falerii. Here 
the dqire^tions were carried as m as the waters of 
Sinue&, the Numi^ans comnutting dreadful de* 
vaftations, and fpreacfing fear and confternation to 
a (till wider extent. Tet did not this terror, great 
as it was, and though thdr whole country was 
involved in tlie flames of war, induce the allies to 
fwerve from their allegiance. They had no ddire 
to change thdr rulers, for they lived under a mild 
and equitable government ; and there is no bond of 
loyalty fo ftrong. 

XIV. The Carthaginians encamped at the river 
Vulturnus, and the mod delightful tradl in Italy 
was feen wafted with fire, the country-feats on every 
fide fmoldng in ruins. While Fabius led his army 
aloBg the tops of the Maflic mountains, the difcon* 
tent in it was inflamed anew, and to fuch a degree, 
as to fidl little ihort of a mutiny. During -a few 
days paft, as thdr march had been conduded with 
more expedition than ufual, they had been in good 
temper, becaufe they had fuppofed that this hafte 
was owing to an intention to protcd Campania from 
further ravages. But when they had gmned the 

c 4 heights. 
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BOOK heights, 4iid the enemy appeared under dier eyes, 

^ P fetting fire to the houfes of the Falemian diftri£k, with 
T'R«535> the colony of Sinuefla, and that ftill no mention was 
B.C.aiyi made of fighting, Minucius exclaimed, ** Are we 
come hither to view the bunung and flaughter of 
** our allies, as to a fpeflacle grateful to the fight ? 
** If no other circumftance Arikes us ^th fliame, do 
“ we feel none with regard to thefe our country- 
** men, whom our fathers fent as colonifts to 
** Sinuefla, to fecure this frontier from the inroads 
** of the Samnites? And now the frontier is wailed 
** with fire, not by the Samnites, a ndghbouring 
** ilate, but by Carthaginians, a foreign race, who, 
** from the remoteA limits of the world, have effefled 
** their progrefs hither, in confequence of our 
“ dilatory and llothful proceedings. Shamefully 
** are we degenerated from our anceAors, who con< 
** fidered it as an afliront to their government, if a 
** Carthaginian fleet happened to fail along this 
** coaA; for we now behold the fame coaA filled 
“ with the enany*s troops, and poAeAed by Moors 
« and Numidians. We, who lately felt fuch in* 
« dignation at fiege being laid to Saguntum that 
« we appealed, not only to mankind, but to treaties 
« and to the gods, now look on without emotion, 
** while Hannibal is fcaling the walls of a Roman 
“ colony. The fmoke from the burning houfes and 
** lands is carried into our eyes and mouths ; our 
** ears ring with the cries and lamentations of our 
**' allies, invoking our aid oAener than that of the 
** immortal gods ; yet, hiding ourfelves here in woods 
** and clouds, we lead about our army lik^ a herd 
“ of cattle, through ihady foreAs and defert paths. 
** If Marcus Furius had adopted the defign of refcuing 
** the dty from the Gauls, by the fame means by 
** which this new Camillus, this difl^tor of fuch fin- 
** gular abilities, feleded for us in our' diAreAes, 
** intends to recover Italy from Hannibal, (that is. 
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*< by traverfing ftiountains and forefts,) Rone would BOOK 
** now be the property of the Gauls; and great X XI 1. ^ 
reafon do I fee to dread, if we perfevere in this y R’Jtc. 
“ dilatory mode of a£bng,'that our anceftors have sic.li?! 

fo often preferved it for Hannibal and the Cartha- 
** ginians. But he, who had the fpirit of a man, 

** and of a true Roman, during the very day on 
which the account was brought to Veii, of his 
bemg nominated didator, by diredion of the 
** fenate, and order of the people, though the Jani> 

** culum was of fufficient height, where he might 
** lit and take a profped of the ^emy, came down 
** to the plain; and, on that fame day, in the 
** middle of the city, where now are the Gallic 
** piles, and on the day following, on the road to 
“ Gabii, cut to pieces the lemons of the Gauls. 

“ What ! when many years after this, at the Cau- 
“ dine forks, we were fent under the yoke by the 
** Samnites ; was it by traverfing the mountains of 
** Samnium, or was it by prelling brifkiy the liege 
** of Luceria, and compelling the enemy to fight, 

** that Lucius Papirius Curfor removed the yoke 
** from the necks of the Romans, and impofed it 
** on the haughty Samnites ? In a late cafe, what 
** byt quick dUpatch gave vidory to CaiusLutatius ? 

“ For on the next day after he came in view of 
“ the enemy, he overpowered their fleet, heavily 
** laden with provilions, and encumbered with their 
own implements and cargoes. To imagine that, 

** by fitting ftill, and oflFering up prayers, the war 
** can be brought to a condufion, is folly in the 
** ^tryme. Forces mull: be armed, mult: be led 
** out to the open field, that you may encounter, 

** man with man. By boldnefs and adivity, the 
** Roman power has been raifed to its prefent 
haght, and not by thefe lluggiih meafures, 

** which cowards term cautious.” While Minucius 
harangued in this manner, as if to a general aflem* 
bly, he was furrounded by a multitude of tribunes 
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BOOK and Roman horfemea; and his prsAuaptnous ex* 
XXII. preffions reached even the ears of me common men, 
gave evident demonftiatkms, that if the mat- 
b!c. 2I7. fubmitted to die votes of the ibldiery, 

they would prefer Minucius, as a commander, to 
Fabius. 

XV. Fabius watched the ccmduft of his own 
men with no lefs attention than that of the enemy ; 
determined to ihew, with refped to them, in the 
firft place, that his refolution was unalterable by 
any thing which they could fay or do. He well 
knew that his dilatory meafures were feverely cen* 
fured, not only in Us own camp, but likewife 
at Rome, yet he periifted, with inflexible fteadi* 
nefs, in the fame mode of conduS: during the 
remainder of the fummer ; in confequence of which, 
Hannibal, finding himfelf difappointed in his hopes 
of an engagement, after having tried his utmofl 
endeavours to bring it about, began to look round 
for a convenient place for his winter-quarters : for 
the country where he then was, though it afforded 
plenty for the prefent, was incapable of furnifhing 
a lairing fupply, becaufe it abounded in trees and 
vineyards, and other plantations of fuch kinds as 
minifter lather to pleafure than to men’s neceflary 
demands. Of this his intention, Fabius received 
information from fcouts ; and knowing, with a 
degree of ce^^ainty, that he would return through 
the fame pafs by which he had entered the Faler- 
nian territory, he detached parties of moderate 
force to take polfeHion of Mount Callicula, and j[)a- 
filinum, which city, being interfered by the river 
Vulturous, is the boundary betvieen theFailemian 
and Campanian territories. He himfelf led back 
his army along the fame eminences ove^^ which be 
had come,, fending out Lucius HofHlius Mandnus, 
with four himdrcd horfemen of the allies, to procure 
intelligence. This young man, who had often made 

one 
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one of the crowd of lifteners to the prefuraptuouB BOOK 
harangues of the matter of the horfe, proceeded, at XXII. 
firtt, as the commander of a party of obfervation 
ought, watching, from fafe ground, the motions of ^*0.217, 
the enemy : afrerwards, feeing the Numidians Icat- 
tered about through the villages, and having, on an 
opportunity that ottered, llain fome of them, his 
whole mind was inttantly occupied by the thoughts 
of fighting, and he lott all recolleflion of the orders 
of the di^tor, who had charged him to advance 
only fo far as he might with Mety, and to retreat 
before he fhould come within the enemy's fight. 

Several different parties of the Numidians, by fkir. 
mifhing and retreating, drew him on almott to their 
camp, by which time both his men and horfes were 
greatly radgued. Here Cartalo, commander-in-chief 
of the cavalry, advancing in full career, obliged 
his party to fly before he came within a dart's 
throw, and, almdtt without relaxing in fpeed, pur> 
fued them in their flight through the length of 
five miles. Mancinus, when he faw that the enemy 
did not defift from their purfuit, and that there 
was no profpedf of efcaping, exhorted his men to 
a£f with courage, and freed about on the foe, 
though fuperior to him in every particular. The 
confequence \ras, that he, and the bravett of his 
party, were furrounded, and cut to pieces : the rett, 
betaking themfelves to a precipitate flight, made 
their e^pe, firtt to Gales, and thence, by ways 
almott impattable, to the dictator, it happened that, 
on the fame day, Minucius rejoined Fabius, having 
been fent to fecure. by a body of troops, a woody 
hill, which, above Tarracina, forms a narrow defile, 
aad over the fea ; becaufe it was apprehended, 
that, if nat barrier of the Appian way were left un- 
guarded, the Carthaginian might penetrate into the 
territory Rome. The dictator and matter of 
the horfe, having re-tmited their forces, marched 
down into the road, through which Haimibal was 

to 
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B O O K to pafs. At this time the enemy were two miles 
XXII. diftant. 

Y.R C2C« 

B.C.217. Next day the Carthaginians, marching 

forward, filled the whole road which lay betweoi 
the two camps ; and though the Romans had taken 
poll clofe to their own rampart, with an e^ddent ad- 
vantage of fituation, yet the Carthaginian advanced 
with his light horfemen, and, in order to provoke 
the enemy, made feveral Ikirmilhing attacks, charg- 
ing, and then retreating. The Romans kept Chw 
pofition, and the fight proceeded without vigour, 
more agreeably to the wilh of the dictator than to 
that ef Hannibal. Two hundred Romans, and 
dght hundred of the enemy, fell. There was now 
r^on to think, that by the road to Cafilinum bd^g 
thus blockaded, Hannibal was efie£lually pent up $ 
and that while Capua and Samnium, and fuch a 
number of wealthy allies at thdr back, ihould fur- 
nilh the Romans with fupplies, the Carthaginian, on 
the other hand, would be obliged to winter between 
the rocks of Formiae, the fands of Linternum, and 
horrid llagnated inar&es. Nor was Hannibal infen- 
fible that his own arts were now played off againlt 
himfelf. Wherefore, feeing it imprafHcable^ to 
make his way through Cafilinum, and that he mult 
direct his courfe to the mountains, and climb over 
the fummit of the Callicula, left the Romans Ihould 
fall on his troops in their march, when entangled in 
die vallies, he devifed a llratagem for baffling the 
enemy by a decepdon calculated to infpire terror, 
refolving to fet out fecretly in the beginmng.of 
the night, and proceed toward the mountains. 
The means which he contrived for the 'kMUodmi 
of his plan were thefe : colle&ing combuft^le mat- 
ters from all the country round, he caufed bundles 
of rods and dry twigs to be tied fall on the horns 
bf oxea, great numbers of which, trained and un- 
traioid, he drove along with him, among the other 
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fpoil taken in the country, and he made up the num- BOOK 
t^r of almoft two thoufimd. He then gave iniliarge XXll. 
to Hafdrubal, that as foon as the darknefs of the 
night came cm, he Ihould drive this numerous herd, B.C.'aif! 
after firft fetting fire to their horns, up the mountains, 
and pardralarly, if he found it pradicable, over the 
palTes where the enemy kept guard. 

XVII. As loon as it grew dark the army decamped 
in filence, driving the oxen at fome difliance before 
die van. When they arrived at the foot of the 
mountains and the narrow roads, the fignal was 
inftantly given that fire Ihould be fet to the horns 
of the oxen, and that they ihould be driven vio* 
lently up the mountains in front; when thrir 
own fright, occafioned by the flame blazing on 
their heads, together with the heat, which foon 
penetrated to the quick and to the roots of thdr 
horns, drove them on as if goaded by madnelk By 
their fpreading about in this manner all the bulhes 
were quickly in a blaze, juft as if fire had been 
fet to the woods and mountiuns, and the fruitlefs 
toiling of their heads ferving to increafe the flames, 
they afforded an appearance as of men running 
up and down on every fide. The troops ftationed 
to guard the paffage of the defiles, fedng feveral 
fires on the tops of the mountains, concluded they 
were furrounded, and quitted their poll, taking the 
way, as the fafeft courfe, towards the fummits, 
where they faw feweft fires blazing. Here they 
fell in with feveral of the oxen, which had feat* 
tered from the hards to which they belonged. 

At firft, when they faw them at a diftance, imagin> 
ing that they breathed out flames, they halted in 
utter aftoniihment at the miraculous appearance ; 
but afterwards, when they difeovered that it was an 
impofidon of human contrivance, and believing that ^ 
they were in danger of being oifnared, they haftily, 
and with redoubled terror, betook themfelves to 

flight. 
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BOOK flight. Tbty met alfo the enemy** infimtry, 
XXll. but night inipraig equal feus, pr er en ted atber 
from beginning a fight until diiy>ligiit. hi die 
B.C. 217. Hannitol led hie udwle array duoi^ 

the defile, where he furpiiM fbme Rom^ in om 
* very pafs,„ and pitched hk* camp in die' territory 
of Allife. 


XVm. Falrius percrived the tomnlti but, (bf« 
pe£Hng fome fnare, and being utieriy averfe fimn 
fightmg, in the night particularly, he kept hn men 
within their trenwes. As foon as day aqipeaied, 
a fight ccxnmenced near the fumnik of the nuMrariun, 
in which the Romans, who had confidenUy the ad> 
vantage in numbers, would have eafily ove^wered 
the light infantry of the enemy, feparated as diey 
were from thrir fiiends, had not a cohort of Sponiwd^ 
fent back by Hannibal for the purpofe^ come iqp to the 
fpot. Thefe, both by reafon of die agility tS. dieir 
limbs, and the nature of thrir arms, brii^ l^hter and 
better qualified for fkirmiflung among rocks and 
clifis (to which they were accuflomed), % their man* 
ner of fightmg, eafily baffled the enemy, who were 
ufed to ad on plain ground in fteady fight, and who 
carried weighty arms. After a contefl; therefore, by 
no means equal, they both withdrew to their re* 
fpedive camps ; the Spaniards with almoft all thrir 
moi fafe, the Romans with the lofs of many. Fabius 
likewife decamped, and palling through the d^ile, 
feated himfelf in a high and ftrong poll above 
Allifse. Hannibal, now counterfating an intention 
to proceed to Rome through Samnium, marched 
back as far as the country of the Priignians, 
fpreading devallation every where as he went. 
Fataus led his army along the hagfats, between 
the ffigi te of the enemy and the city of Rome, 
conilmy attending his motions, but never giving 
hkn sitoeeting. Frcan thd territory of Pelignum, 
HamW altered his route ; and, direding his march 
‘ II back 
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bade towards Apulia, came to Gerunium, a city BOOK 
wfaofe inhalutants had abandoned it, being terrified XXII. 
by a part of the walls having fallen in ruins. The y 
didator formed a ftrong camp in the territory of B.C. I17J 
Larinum ; and, bring recalled thence to Rome, on 
account of fome reugious ceremonies, he prefTed 
the mailer of the horfe not only with orders, but 
with earneft advice, and almoft with prayers, to 
“ confide more in prudence than in fortune ; and 
“ to imitate his conduct in command rather than 
** that of Sempronius and Flaminius. Not to 
think there had been no advantage gained, in 
** having foiled the defigns of the Carthaginian 
through almofl the whole length of the fummer ; 

** obferving, that even phyfidans fomethnes efie& 

** thrir purpofe better by reft than by motion 
“ and a&ion; that it was a matter of no fmall 
** importance, to have ceafed to be defeated by an 
** enemy fo inured to vidory; and, after a long 
** courfe of dilafters, to have gained rime to 
** breathe.** After urging thefe cautions, which 
were thrown away on the mafter of the horfe, he fet 
out for Rome. 


XIX. In the beginning of the fummer whereia 
thefe tranfe&ions pafled, the operations of the war 
commenced in Sprin ^o, both by land and fea. 
Hafdrubal, to the number of lliips which he had 
received from his brodier, manned and in readinefe 
for fervice, added ten ; and giving the command of 
this fleet of forty Hups to Hhnuco, fet out from 
New.Caichage, marching his army along the feorc^ 
while the fleet failed on, -at a final! diftance from 
the land ; fo that he was prepared to fight on ekher 
element, as the foe Ihould come in his way. CneiMt 
Scipio, on hearing that the enemy had moved 
from their winter>quarters, at firft defigned to pur- 
fue the fame plan of operations; but, afterwards^ 
on hearing that they had been joined by vaft num* 
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O O K bers of nevr aunliari.es, he judged it not lb prudent 
XXII. to meet them on land ; fenmng, therefore, on board 
' his ihips, an additional number of chofoi foldiers, 
B C thirty-five fiul. On the 

next day after his leaving Tarraco, he arrived at an 
harbour ^thin ten miles of the mouth of the river 
Iberus, and difpatching thence two Malfilian fcout- 
boats, learned from mem, that the Carthaginian 
fleet lay in the mouth of that river, and that their 
camp was pitched on the bank. Intending there* 
fore, by a general attack with his whole force, at 
once to overpower the enemy, while unprovided and 
off their guard, he wrighed anchor, and advanced 
towards them. They have, in Spain, a great many 
towers built in lofty fituations, which are ul’ed both 
as watch-towers, and as places of defence againft 
pirates. From thefe the Roman fleet was firft 
defcried, and notice ^ven of it to Hafdrubal. This 
caufed much confufion in the camp on land, and 
fomewhat earlier than the alarm reached the fliips, 
where they had not heard the dalhing of oars, nor 
any other noife ufually accompanying a fleet. The 
capes, likewife, (hut out the enemy from their view, 
whoi on a hidden, while they were rambling about 
the fliore, or fitting quietly in their tents, exp^fling 
nothing lefs than the approach of an enemy, or a 
fight on that day, feveral horfemen, difpatched by 
Hafdrubal, came one after another, with orders for 
them to go on board inftantly, and get ready their 
arms, for that the Roman fleet was juft at the mouth 
of the harbour. Thefe orders the norfemen, fent for 


the purpofe, conveyed to every part ; and prefontly 
Hafdrubal himfelf arrived with the main- body of 
the army. Every place was now filled with noife 
iU|d|l||feiult : the rowers and foldiers hurrying to 
tfiSffiips, like men making their efcape from land 
rather than going to battle. Scarcely had all got 
on board when fome of the veffels, having untied 
the hawfers at the ftems, were carried foul of thrir 


anchors. 
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anchorst Cif«ry thing was done with too much huny BOOK 
and precipitation, fo that the bufinefs of the mari* XXII. 
n «8 was imp^ed by the preparations of the foldiers, 
and the foldiers were prevented from taking and 0^. 317! 
prq>arin^ their arms by the buftle and confuimn of 
the manners. .The Rtmians, by this time, were 
not only drawing nigh, but had already formed 
thdr (hips in order of battle. The Cartnaginians, 
therefore, felling into the utmoft diforder, to which 
the oiemy’s attack contributed not more than the 
confution prevailing among themfelves, tacked about, 
and fled ; and as the mouth of the river, to which 
they ftetfed their courfe, did not afford an entrance 
to fuch an extenfive line, and as fuch numbers 
crowded in together, their (hips were driven on 
ihore ; many ffriking on banks, others on the dry 
ilrand. The foldiers made their efcape, fome with 
their arms, others without them, to their friends, 
who were drawn up on the fhore. However, in the 
firff encounter, two Carthaginian fhips were taken, 
and four funk. 

XX. The Romans, without hefltation, purfued 
their difmayed fleet, notwithilanding that the land 
was poffeffed by the enemy, and that they few a 
line of thrir troops under arms, ftretched along the 
whole fhore; and all the fhips which had either 
fhattered their prows by flriking againff the fhore, 
or ftuck tfaor keels felt in the fend banks, they 
tied to their fterns and towed out into the deep. 

Out of the forty fhips they took twenty-five. The 
moft briltiant circumflance attending their viftory 
was, that by this one battle, which coft them fo lit* 
tie, they were rendered mafters ot the fea along the 
whole extent of that coaft. Sailing forward, therefore, 
to Honoica, they there made a defeent, took the 
city by ftorm, and facked it. Thence they pre- 
ceded to Carthage, and, after wafting all the country 
round, at laft fet fire to the houies contiguous to 

D the 
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BOOK very walk and g^tes. The Ihips, flow heavily 
XXII. laden with booty, went on to Longuntica, where a 
' great quantity of okum*, for cordage, bad been 
Bic.ai7*. hy Hafdrubal for the ufe of the fleet. 

‘ Of this they carried off as much as they had occa.* 
iiou for, and burned the reft. Nor did they carry 
their operations along the open coafts of the con- 
tinent only, but palfed over to the ifland of Ebufa, 
where they in vain attempted, duting two days, 
and with their utmoft efforts, to gain poffeflion of 
the capital city. Perceiving, however, that they 
' were wafting time to no purpofe, and in purfuit of 
a hopelek defign, they applied themfelves to the 
ravaging of the country ; and after plundering and 
burning feveral towns, and colledfing a greater 
quantity of booty than they had acquired on the 
continent, they retired on board their (hips ; at 
which time ambafladors^came to Scipio, from the 
Balearick Ifles, fuing for peace. From this place 
the fleet failed back, and returned to the hither parts 
of the province, whither ambaffadors haftily flocked 
from all the nations adjacent to the Iberus, and 
from many even of the remoteft parts of Spain, 
llie whole number of Hates, which fubmitted to 
the dominion and government of Rome, and gave 
hoftages, amounted to more than one hundred 
and twenty. Wherefore the Roman general, rely- 
ing now with fufficient confidence on hk land forces 
alfo, advanced as far as the pafs of Caftulo $ on 
which Hafdrubal withdrew toward the ocean into 
Lufitania. 

XXL It was now fuppofed that the remainder of 
the fummer would pafs without ftuther action ; and 
this would have been the cafe, had it depended 
on the Carthaginians; but, belides that the native 
Spaniards are in thdr temper relUek and fond of 


* A kind of broom. 


change, 
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change, Mandonius and Incfibilis, (the latter of boO]( 
whom had formerly been chieftain of the Ilerge- X XII. ^ 
tans,) as foon as the Romans retired from me 
pafs toward the fea>coaft, roufed their countrymdh b!c. 2I7* 
to arms, and made predato^ irruptions into the 
peaceful territories of the Roman allies. Againlt 
thde Sdpio fent fome military tribunes, with a body 
of light>armed auxiliaries ; and thefe, without much 
difEcult^, routed all’their tumultuary bands, flaying 
and taking many, and dilarming the greater part of 
them. This commotion, however, drew back Hat 
drubal, from his march toward the ocean, to the 
hither fide of the Iberus, for the purpofe of fup- 
porting his confederates. The Carthaginians lay 
encamped in the territory of Ilercao, the Romans 
at a place called Newfieet, when a hidden piece of 
intelligence diverted the war to another quarter : 
the Celtiberians, who of all the ftates in that trad 
were the firft who fent ambafiadors, and gave 
hoftages to the Romans, had, in confequence of 
inftruftbns fent by Scipio, taken u^ arms, and 
invaded the province of the Carthaginians with a 
powerful army, had reduced three towns by alTault, 
and had afterwards fought two battles againfl Haf- 
drubaflumfelf with excellent fuccefs, killing fifteen 
thoufand of his men, and taking four thoufimd, 
with many military enfigns. 

XXII. While affairs in Spain were in this ftate, 

Publius Scipio, having been, on the expiration of his 
confulate^ continued in command, and fent thither 
by tHe fenate, arrived in the province with thirty 
fliips of war, eight thoufand foldiers, and a large 
fupply of provifions. His fleet, which, when feen at a 
diftance, made a grand appearance, by reafon of the 
long train of tranfport veflels, put into the harbour 
of Tarraco, caufing great joy among his countrymen 
and allies. Here Scipio difembarked his troops, 
and then march^’lb join his brother i and they 

D 2 thence- 
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BOOK thenceforth conduced the war jointly, \rith perfe^h 
3CXI1 harmony of temper, and unanimity in their counfels. 
The Carthaginians were now bufily employed in 

B,C. 2 I 7 . nftking head againft the Celtiberians ; they there- 
, fore without delay pafied the Iberus, and not feeing 
aty enemy, preceded to Saguntum, having received 
information that the hoftages from every part of 
Spain had been placed there, under cuftody, by Han- 
nibal, and were guarded in the citadel by a fmall 
garrifon. This pledge was the only thing which 
hindered all the Hates from manifefting their incli- 
nations to an alliance with Rome ; as they dreaded 
left, in cafe of their defe^ion, the blood of thdr 
children Ibould be made the expiation of their 
offence. From this reftraint, one man, by a device 
more artful than honourable, fet Spain at liberty. 
There was at Saguntum a Spaniard of noble birth, 
called Abelox, who had hitherto behaved with fidelity 
to the Carthaginians, but had now, out of a difpofi- 
tion very general among Barbarians on a change of 
foitune, altered his attachment. But confidering 
th;U a deferter coming to an enemy, without bringing 
into their hands any advantage of confequence, is no 
more thsm an infamous and contemptible individual, 
he ftudied how he might procure the moft im^rtant 
eniolument to his new allies. Wherefore, after re- 
viewing every expedient within the reach of his 
power to effect, he determined upon a plan of 
delivering up the hoftages into thdr hands j judging 
that this alone would prove of all means the mon 
effedtual towards conciliating to the Romans the 
friendlhip of the Spanilh chieftain*^. But as he 
well knew that, without an order from Boftar the 
^mmander, the guards of the hoftages would do 
a^thing, he artfully addreffed Boftar himfelf ; the 
latjer Tying^ at the time encamped at fome diftance 
from^ the city, on the very more, with intention 
tohinder the approach of the Romans from the 
iimAour. Here the other, him afide to a 
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place of fecrecy, reprefcnted, as if it were un« BOOK 
known to him, the pr^ent ftate of affairs ; that ** fear XXII. 
“ had hitherto reftrained the inclinations oi the Spa- y fCeu 
** niards, becaufe the Romans had been at a great b*c.3i 7! 
** diftance ; at prefent the Roman camp was on their 
lide of the Iberus, ferving as a fortrefs and place 
of refuge to all who wiflied a* change; wherefore 
** it was neceflary that thofe who could no longer be 
** bound by fear, Ihould be bound by kindnefs and 
<» favour.” Boftar Ihewing furpnfe, and alking 
what was this unthought-of kmdnefs of fuch great 
moment, he anfwered, ** Send home the hoffages 
** to thdr refpedive provinces : this will engage the 
“ gratitude of their parents in particular, who are 
** men of the firff coniequence in their feveral Hates, 

** and likewife of the communities in general. Every 
** man wiflies to hnd truft repofed in him, and truft 
repofed generally proves a bond of fidelity. The 
** office ot reftoring the hoftages to their families 
** I demand for myfelf^that, as I have been the 
** propofer of the plan, J may likewife be its pro- 
** moter, by the pains which I fliall take in the exe- 
** cudon of it ; and may, as far as lies in my power, 

** render a proceeding, which is acceptable in its 
owh nature. Hill more acceptable.” Having 
gained the approbation of Boftar, who poflefled not 
the fame degree of crafty fagacity as other Cartha- 
ginians, he w«it out fecredy by night to the ad- 
vanced guards of the enemy, where, meeting feme 
«of the Spaniffi auxiliaries, and being by them con- 
duded to Scipio, he difclofed the bufinefs on which 
he (Simer Then mutual engagements being entered 
into, and time and place appointed for delivering up 
the hoftages, he returned to Saguntum. The next 
day he fpent with Boftar, in receiving inftrudions 
for the execution of his commiffion ; and, before he 
left him, fettled the plan fo, that he was to go by 
night, in order to .efcape the obfervation of the 
enemy’s watch. JHA an hour concerted, he called up 

D 3 the 
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BOOK the guards of the bo]^8 ; and fetting our, he led them, 
XXII. •'as if unknowingly, into the lhare prepared by his 
Y ^ own treachery. Tliey were then conducted into the 
B,C. *17.' Roo'an camp. In every other refpeft the reftoration 
of the hoftages was performed as had bem fettled 
with Boflar, and in the fame mode of procedure, 
as if the affair were tranfeded in the name of the 
Cartha^nians. But, though the a.& was the fame, 
the Romans acquired a much higher degree of re- 
putation from it than it would have produced to the 
Carthaginians; becaufe the latter, having Ihewn 
themfelves oppreffive and haughty in profperity, it 
might be fnppofed, that the abatement of their 
rigour was owing to the change in their fortune, and 
to their fears ; whereas the Roman, on his firft ar- 
rival, while his charadier was yet unknown, com- 
menced his adminiftration with an a£t of clemency 
and liberality ; and it was believed that Abelox would 
hardly have voluntarily changed fides without feme 
_ good reafon for fuch a proceeding. Ail the ftates, 
therefore, with general confent, began to meditate 
a revolt ; and they would have proceeded inftantly 
to hoftilities, had they not been prevented by the 
winter, which ^obliged even the Romans and Car- 
thaginians to take ihelter in houfes. 

XXIII. Thefe were the occurrences of the fe- 
cond campaign of the Punic war on the iide of 
Spain; while, in Italy, the wife delays of Fabius 
had afforded the Romans feme refjnte from cala<* 
mities. However, though his condudf kept Han- 
nibal in a conllant Hate of no Ihtlc anxiety, (fince he 
perceived that the Romans had at length chofen fuch 
a mailer of the military fcience, who made war to 
depdP on wifdom, not on fortune,) yet it excited in 
theijlnds of his countrymen, both in the camp and 
in tUt city, only fentiments of omtempt ; efpecially 
wh^ during his abfence, the mailer of the horfe 
hadJbeoi ram enough to hazard a battle, the iffue o^ 

which 
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v4iich (though it a£Porded matter for fome prefe^ BOOK 
rejoicing) was produdive of^ no real advantage. ^ 

Two incidents occurred which ferved to increafe the 
general difapprobation of the diftator’s condud; B.'c.ai7. 
one was, an artful contrivance employed by Han* 
nibal to miflead the public opinion; for, on the 
didfator’s farm being fhewn to him by deferters, he 
gave orders, that, while every other place in the 
neighbourhood was levelled to the ground, that alone 
ihould be left fafe from fire and Iword, and every 
kind of hoftile violence ; in order that this might be 
conftrued as a favour (hewn to him, in confideration 
of fome fecret compadf . The other was an a£( of 
his own, refpefting the ranfoming of the prifoners ; 
the merit of which was, at firft, perhaps doubtful, 
becaufe he had not waited for the direflion of the 
fenate in that cafe ; but, in the end, it evidently re- 
dounded to his honour in the higheft degree. For, 
as had been pradbifed in the firft Punic war, a regu- 
lation was eftablilhed between the Roman and Car- 
thaginian generals, that whichever party Ihould 
receive a greater number than he returned, ihould 
pay for the furplus, at the rate of two pounds and a 
half §f filver * for each foldier. Now the Roman 
had received a greater number than the Carthaginian, 
by two hundred and forty-feven ; and, though the 
bufinefs was frequently agitated in the fenate, yet, 
becaufe he had not confulted that body on the regu- 
lation, the ifiuing of the money due on this account 
was top long delayed. Sending, therefore, his fon 
Quintus,to Rome for the purpofe, he fold off the 
farm which had been fpared by the enemy, and, at 
his own private cxpence, acquitted the public faith. 
Hannibal lay in an eftabliih^ poft under the walls 
of Geronium, in which city, when he took and 
burned it, he had left a few houfes to ferve as gra- 
naries. Frtxn hence he generally detached two- 
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BOOR of htt army to forage, and the other part he 
XXII. kept with himfelf ort guard and in readinefs for 
Y.rI^ci^ a&ion, providing for the fecurity of the camp, and, 
BC.*?;.’ at the fame time, watching on all fides, left any 
attack might be made on the foragers. 

• 

XXIV. The Roman army was, at that time, in 
the territory of Larinum, and the command was 
held by Minupius the mafter of the horfe, in con* 
fequence, as mentioned before, of the di6tatOF*s 
departure to the city. But the camp, which had 
been pitched on a high mountain in a fecure poft, 
was now brought down to the plains ; and more fpi* 
rited defigns, conformable to the genius of the com* 
mander, were meditated: either an attack on the 
difperfed foragers, or on their camp when left with 
a flight guard. It did not efcape Hannibal’s ob- 
fervation that the plan of conduA was changed, 
together with the commander, and that the enemy 
were likely to aft with more boldnefs than pru* 
dence. He fent (which would have been fcarcely 
expefted, as the foe was fo near,) ar thiid part of 
his troops to forage, retaining the other two ; and 
afterwards removed his camp to a hill about two 
miles from Geronium, and within view of that of 
the enemy, to fhew that he was in readinefs to pro- 
teft his Wagers, fhould any attempt be made on 
them. Fiom hence Le faw a hill nearer to and 
overhanging the Roman works, and knowin;^ that, 
if he w'cut openly in the day to feize on this, the 
enemy would ceitainlj get before him by a fhorter 
road, he difpatched fecietly, in the ni^ht, a body of 
Nuniidians, w ho took pofleiSon of it : next day, 
however, the Romans, defpifing their fmall number, 
diilodged them, and lemoved their own camp thi* 
ther. There was now, therefore, but a fmall fpace 
between the ramparts of the two camps, and this 
the Romans almoft entirely filled with their troops 

in 
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hi order of battle. At the fame time, their cavalrv BOOK 
and light infentry, fent out from the rear againlc XXII. 
the foragers, caufed great llaughter and confter- 
nation among the fcattered troops of the enemy. 

Yet Hannibal dared not to hazard a general engage* 
meat, for e»rith his fmall numbers (one third of 
his army being abfent) he was fcarcely able to 
defend his camp, if it were attacked. And now 
he conducted his meafures almoll oi^ the plans of 
Fabius, lying flill and avoiding aflion, while he 
drew back his troops to his former fituation under 
the walls of Gcronium. According to fome writers, 
they fought a regular pitched battle : in the firft 
encounter the Carthaginian was repulfed, and driyen 
to lus camp ; from which a fally being fuddenly 
made, the Romans were worfled in turn, and the 
fight was afterwards reftored by the coming up of 
Numerius Decimius, a Samnite. This man, the 
firft, with refpe^i; both to family and fortune, not 
only at Bovianum, of which he was a native, but 
in all Samnium, was conducting to the army, by 
order of the diftator, a body of eight thoufand foot 
and five hundred horfe, which, appearfeg on Han- 
nibal’s rear, was fuppofed, by both parties, to be a 
new reinforcement coming Irom Rome with Fabius. 

On which Hannibal, dreading likewife fome ftrata- 
gem, retired within his wcjrks. 'i'he Romans pur- 
lued, and, with the afliftance of the Samnite, took 
two forts by ftorm before night. Six thoufand of 
the enemy were flain, and about five thoufand of 
the Rojnans. Yet though the loll'es were fo equal, 
an account was fent to Rome as of a moll impc.rtant 
tdftory, and letters, from the mailer of the horfe. 
ftill more olleutatious. 

XXV. Thefe matters were very often canvafled, 
both in the fenate and in alTcmt'i' j of the people. 

The didator alone, amidft the general joy, gave no 
credit either to the news or the letters ; and declared, 

that 
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fi 0 O K that though all were true, he fhould yet apprehend 
^ XXII. iflore evil from fuccefs than from difappointment ; 

whereupon Marcus Metilius, a plebeian tribune, 
sic *2 1 7.* ^fifted, that “ fuch behaviour was not to be en- 
“ dured ; the diftator, not only when prefent vdth 
the army, obftrufled its ading with fiaccefs, but 
** alfo, at this diftance, when it had performed good 
fervice, impeded the good confequences likely to 
“ enfue ; protraQing the war, in order that he 
** might continue the longer in office, and hold the 
** foie command both at Rome and in the army. 
** One of the confuls had fallen in the held, and 
“ the other, under pretext of purfuing a Cartha* 
** ginian fleer, had been fent away far from Italy : 
** the two praetors were employed in Sicily and Sar- 
** dinia, neither of which provinces had, at that 
“ time, any occaiion for the prefence of a praetor. 
** Marcus Minucius, the mafler of the horfe, was 
“ kept, as it were, in cuftody, left he fhould come 
“ within fight of the enemy, or perform any military 
“ fervice. So that, in faft, not only Samnium, the 
** pofleffion of which had been yiel#d up to the 
“ Carthagilfians, as well as that of the country 
“ beyond the Iberus, but alfo the Campanian, Cale- 
** nian, and Falernian territories had been ravaged 
“ and deftroycd ; while the ^ dilator remained 
“ inailive at Cafilinum, and, with the Roman le- 
“ gions, proteSed his own eftate. The army and 
“ the mafter of the horfe, who were eager to fight, 
“ had been kept, in a manner, fhut up within 
the trenches, and deprived of arms, like cap- 
“ tured forces : but when, at laft, the didator left 
“ them, when they were fieed from thcii confine- 
“ ment, they pafled the ticnches, defeated the 
“ enemy, and put him to flight. For all which 
“ reafons, if the Roman commons were poflefled 
; “ of their ancient fpirit, he would have boldly pro- 
*» pofed to depofe Quintus Fabius from his office ; 
•* as matters flood at the prefent, however, he 
. ' « would 
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** would offer a moderate propofition, that the Rafter B 0 O.K 
** of the horfe fhould be invefted with authority XXII. 
“ equal to that of the dilator ; and ftill, when that 
“ ftould be done, that Quintus Fabius fhould not b.C. ji?! 
“ be fent to the army, until he fhould hrft fubfti- 
** tute a Qonful in the room of Caius Flaminius.** 

The didator fhunned the affemblies, knowing the 
people’s prejudices againft any thing he could fay ; 
nor even in the fenate was he very favourably heard, 
particularly when he fpoke in high terms of the 
enemy, and imputed to the rafhnels and unikilfiiU 
nefs of the commanders the difafters ef the two 
preceding years, and declared, that the mailer of 
“ horfe fhould be called to account for having 
fcmght contrary to his orders. If the entire com* 

“ mand and diredlion were in him, he would foon 
give people reafon to be convinced, that to a 
** good commander fortune is a matter of flight 
confideration ; and that wifdom and prudence 
“ control and govern all things. For his part, he 
“ deemed it more glorious to have faved the army 
** at a critic^ jundlure, and without fuffering dif- 
grace, thav to have flain many thoufiuids of the 
“ enemy.” 

f 

XXVI. Having frequently difeourfed in this man- 
ner without effed, and having created Marcus Atilius 
Regulus conful, the dilator, unwilling to be prefent 
at a contell concerning the authority of his office, 
fet out, during the night preceding the day on 
which the affair of the propofition was to be de- 
cided, and went to the at my. As foon as day 
arofe, the commons met in affcmbly, their minds 
filled with tacit difpleafure againff the didator, and 
favour towards the mailer of the hoife; yet were 
not people very forward to Hand forth in pradfe of 
the me^ure, however generally agreeable ; fo that 
while the propofition had an abundant majority, flill 
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BOOK it wan|ed fupport. The only perfon found to ieeond 
XXII. it was Caius Terendus Varro, who had been praetor 
the year before ; a man not only of humble, but of 

B'c.aiy’ fordid birth. We are told that his father was a 
butcher, who attended in perfon the fale of his 
meat, and that he employed this very fon in the 
fervile offices of that trade. This yorng man having, 
by the money thus acquired and lelt to him by his 
father, conceived hopes of attaining a more refpe£l> 
able fituation in life, turned his thoughts to the 
bar and the Forum, where, by the vehemence of 
his harangues in favour of men and caufes of the 
bafeft fort, in oppofition to the worthy citizens of 
fortune and character, he at hrit attraded the 
nonce of the people, and afterwards obtained 
honourable employmrats. Having paiTed through 
the quastorfhip, two aedilefhips, the plebeian and 
curule, and laftly, the praetorihip, he now raifed 
his views to the confulfhip ; and artfully contriving 
to make the general difpleafure againit the didator 
the means of procuring popularity to himfelf, he 
alone gained the whole credit of th^ order pafled 
by the commons. Excepting the draator himfelf, 
all men, whether his friends or foes, in the cily 
or in the camp, confidered that oider as pafTcd 
with the intention of affronting him. But he, with 
the fame Ileadinefs of mind which he had difplayed 
in bearing the charges made againfl him by his 
enemies before the multitude, bore likewife this 
ill-treatment thrown on him by the people in the 
violence of paffion; and though he received on 
his journey, a letter containing a decree of .he 
fenate, giving equal authority to the mafttr of the 
horfe ; yet, being fully confident that, togtthcr with 
the authority in comn and, the fkill of the com- 
manders had not been made equal, he proceeded 
to the army, with a fpirit imfubdued either by his 
countrymen or the enemy. 


XXVII. But 
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XXVIL But Minuciusy \rhore arrogancQ was BOOK 
fcarcely tolerable before, on this flow of fuccefs and XXII. 
of favour with the populace, threw off all reftraints ^ 
of modeily and moderation, and openly boafted no b.C. aiy . 
lefs of his vi£tory over Quintus Fabius than of 
that over Hannibal : ** He was the only com* 

** mander,*’ he faid, “ who, in the defperate fitua- 
** tion of their affairs, had been found a match for 
** Hannibal; and he was now, by order of the 
“ people, fet on a level with Fabius. A fuperior 
magiftrate, with an inferior ; a didator, with the 
** maffer of the horfe ; of which, no inftance was to 
** be found in the records of hiffory ; and this in 
a ftate where the mailers of the horfj ufed to 
«« dread and tremble at the rods and axes of dic- 
** tators ; with fuch a high degree of luffre had his 
** good fortune and fucccfsful bravery Ihone forth. 

“ He was refolved, therefore, to purfue his own 
good fortune, lliould his colleague perfift in 
** dilatory and flothful plans, condemned by the 
judgment both of gods and men.” Accordingly, 
on the ffrll d^ of his meeting Fabius, he told him, 
that they ought, in the ffrll place, to determine in 
** what manner they Ihould exercife the command, 

“ ^^ith which they were now equally invefled ; that, 
in his judgment, the bell method would be, that 
each mould hold the fupreme authority and com- 
** mand alternately, either for a day, or for fome 
** longer fixed portion of time, if that were more 
« agreeable ; to the end, that if he lliould meet any 
** favourable opportunity of acting, he might be a 
“ ^atch for the enemy, not only in conduft, but 
“ likewife in llrength.” This Quintus Fabius by 
no means approved ; for fortune,” he faid, “ would 
** have the difpofal of every thing which Ihould be 
“ under the direction of his colleague’s rafhnels. 

“ The command had bt*en Ihared l^tween them, 

** not taken away from him : he would never, there* 
fore, voluntarily divell hiinfelf of the power of 
2 keying 
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BOOK ** keeping fuch part of the bufinefs as he 
XXII. ** under the guidance of prudence. He would not 
y ~ “ divide times, or days of command, with himj 

fiic.aif ** would divide the troops, and, by his own 

' « counfels, would preferve as much as he could, 
** iince he was not allowed to preferve the whole.** 
He accordingly prevailed to have the legbns divided 
between them, as was the pradice widi confuls. 
The hril and fourth fell to Minucius, the fecond and 
third to Fabius. They likewife divided, in equal 
numbers, the cavalry, and the allied and Latine 
auxiliaries. The mailer of the horfe chofe alfo that 
they ihould encamp feparately. 

XXVIII. Hannibal was not ignorant of any 
thing that palTed among the enemy; for, beiides 
the intelligence procured through his fpies, he de« 
rived ample information from deferters. In thefc 
proceedings he found a twofold caufe of rejoicing ; 
for the temerity of Minucius, now free from con* 
trol, he could entrap at his will ; and the wifdom of 
Fabius was reduced to zGt with but half his former 
llrength. Between the camp of Minucius, and that 
of the Carthaginians, flood a hill, of which, who- 
ever took poueifion, would evidently render’ the 
other’s fituation more inconvenient. This Hannibal 
wiihed to feize; but he was not fo deiirous of 
gaining it without a difpute, (even though it were 
worth his while,) as of bringing on, thereby, an 
engagement with Minucius; who, he well Imew, 
would be always ready to meet him in order to 
thwart his deligns. The whole intervening {^uhd 
feemed, at firil view, incapable of admitting any 
ilratagem, having on it no kind of wood, nor being 
even covered with brambles; but, in reality, it 
Viras by nature formed moil commodiouily for an 
Imbuf^ efpecially as, in a naked vale, no fiiare 
of that fort could be api)rehended ; and there were, 
Imfides, at the Hurts of it, hollow rocks, feveral of 
Br which 
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which were capable of containing two hundred BOOK 
armed men. In thefe concealments were lodged XXIL 
five thoufand horfe and foot, diftributed in fuch 
numbers as could find convenient room in each 
place* Neverthelels, left the motion of any of ' 
them, coming out inconfiderately, or the glittering 
of their arms, might betray the ftratagem in fuch 
an open valley, he diverted the enemy’s, attention to 
another quarter, by fending, at the firft dawn, a 
fmall detachment to feize on the hill above-men> 
tioned. Immediately on the appearance of thefe, the 
Romans, defpifing the fmallnefs of their numbers, 
demanded, each for himfelf, the talk of diflodging 
them, and fecuring the hill ; while the general him- 
felf, among the moft foolifh and prefumptuous, 
called to arms, and with vain parade and empty 
menaces expicffed his contempt of the enemy. 

Firft, he fent out his light infantry ; then, the ca- 
valry, in clofe order ; at laft, feeing reinforcements 
fent by the Carthaginian, he advanced with the 
legions in order oi battle. On the other fide, Han- 
nibal, by fending up, as the conteft grew hotter, 
feveral bodies of troops, one after another, to the 
fupport of his men when diftreffed, had now almoft 
completed a regular line ; and the conteft was main* 
tain^ with the whole force of both parties. The 
Roman light infantry in the van, marching up 
from the lower ground to the hill already occupied 
by the enemy, were repulfed ; and, being forced to 
retreat, carried terror among the cavalry, who were 
advancing in their rear, and fled back to the front of 
the legions. The line of infantry alone remained 
undifmayed, amidft the general panic of the reft ; 
and there was reafon to think, that in a fair and re- 
gular battle they would have proved themfclves 
not inferior to their antagonifts, fo great fpirits had 
they aifumed from their late fuccefs. But the troops 
in ambulh rifing on a fudden, and making brifk at- 
tacks both on tbdr flanks and their rear, caufed fuch 

dread 



w it 


I THE HISTORV 

O O K dread and confufion, that no one retwned dther 
XXII. coBiagc to fight, or hope of ^fcape. 

XXIX. Fabius, who had firll heard thar crira 
of difcnay, and afterwards faw, at a diftance, their 
line in diforder, then faid, “ It is lb ; fortune has 
“ found out ra^nefs, but not fooner than I feared. 
** He, who was made in command equal to Fabius, 
** fees Hannibal his fuperior both in bravery and 
“ fuccefs. But there will be time enough for re- 
proof and refentment ; march now out of your 
“ trenches. Let us extort the viflory from the 
** enemy, and from our countrymen, an acknow- 
“ ledgment of their error.” When a great num« 
ber were now ilain, and others looking about for a 
way to efcape, on a fudden Fabius's army^ Ihewed 
itfelf, as if fent down from heaven to their relief, 
and, by its appearance, before the troops came 
within a weapon's throw, or ftruck a Itroke, put a 
Hop both to the precipitate flight of their friends, 
and the extravagant fury of the enemy. Thofe who 
had broken their ranks, and difperfed themfelves 
diflFerent ways, flocked together, from all fides, to 
the frelh army ; fuch as had fled in great numbers 
together, fiiced about, and forming in lines,* now 
retreated Idfurcly ; then, feveral bodies uniting. 
Hood on their defence. And now the two armies, 
the vanquiflied and the frelh, had almoll formed 
one front, and were advancing againft the foe, 
when the Carthaginians founded a retre^i Han- 
nibal openiy acknowledging, that as he had de- 
feated Minucius, fo he had been himfelf defeated by 
Fabius. The greateft part of the day being fpent 
in thefe various changes of fortune, when the troops 
returned into their camps, Minucius calling his men 
together, laid, “ Soldiers, I have heard, that 
“ he is the firll man, in point of abilities, who, of 
“ himfelf, forms good counfels ; that the next, is 
he, who fubmits to good adidce; and that he 
I «* who 
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** who neither can himfelf form good counfels, nor BOOK 
“ knows how to comply with thofe of another, is 
“ of the very lowed capacity. Notfr, fmce our lot 

has denied us the firft rank in genius and c ipacity, B.C. 217”. 
let us maintain the fecond, the piddle one ; and, 

“ until we learn to command, be fatisfied to be 
ruled by the ikilful. Let us join camps with 
** Fabius; and, when we fhall have carried our 
ftandards to his quarters; when I fhall have 
“ faluted him by the title of Father ; for nothing 
lefs has his kindnefs towards us, as well as his 
high dignity deferved ; then, foldiers, ye will 
“ falute, as your patrons, thofe men, whofe arms 
** and whofe prowefs have Juft now proteded you ; 

“ and then this day will have procured for us, if 
“ nothing elfe, at leaft the honour of pofleiruig 
“ grateful minds.” 

XXX. The fignal was difplayed, and notice given 
to get ready to march. They then fet our ; and, as 
they proceeded in a body to the camp of rhe dic- 
tator, they threw him, and all aiound, into great 
furprizc. When they had planted tlieir ftanoaids 
before his tribunal, the iiuiler of the hurfe, ad- 
vancing before the refl, faluted him by the title of 
Father; and thj whole body of his men, with one 
voice, faluted thofe who flood round as their 
patrons. Minucius then exprclfcd hiinfelt thus : 

“ Didator, to my paients, to whom 1 have juft 
“ now compared you, in the tnoft reipedful appel- 
ladon by which I could addrefs mylllf, I am in- 
“ dotted* for life only ; to you, both for my own 
“ prefervation, and thai of all thefe prefent. That 
“ order of the people, therefor'*, by which I have 
“ been oppreffed rather than honoured, I am the 
firft to cancel and annul ; and, fo may it be 
” happy to you, to me, and to thefe your armies, 

** the preferved and the preferver, I replace my- 
** felf and them, thefe ftandards, and thefe legions, 

E “ under 
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BOOK under your command and aufpices ; and entreat 
XXII. you, that, re-admitting us to your fiivour, you 
order me to hold the poll of mailer ^ the 
B.C.217. “ horfe, and thefe thdr feveral ranks.” On this 
they cordially enahraced ; and, on the meeting bang 
diTmifled, the foldiers accompanying Minucius were 
hofpitably and kindly invited to refrelhment, both by 
their acqutuntances and thofe to whom they were 
unknown. Thus was converted into a day of re- 
joicing, from a day of forrow, one which but a little 
before had nearly proved fatal. When an account 
of thefe events arrived at Rome, and was afterwards 
confirmed by letters, not only from the generals 
themfelves, but from great numbers of the foldiers, 
in both the armies, all men warmly praifed Maximus, 
and extolled him to the iky. Nor were the fenti- 
ments felt by the Carthaginians, his enemies, and 
by Hannibal, lefs honourable to him. They then at 
length perceived, that they were waging war againft 
Romans and in Italy. For during the two preceding 
years, they had entertained fuch contemptuous no- 
tions, both of the Roman generals and foldiers, 
as fcarcely to believe that they were lighting againil 
the fame nation, of which they had received from 
their fathers fuch a terrible chara&er. We are told 
likewife, that Hannibal, as he returned from the field, 
obferved, that “ the cloud which hung over the moun- 
tmns, had at lail difcharged its rain in a ftorm.” 

XXXI. During the courfe of thefe tranfadions 
in Italy, Cncius Servilius Geniinus, conful, with a 
fleet of one hundred and twenty ihips, failed round 
the coafls of Sardinia and Corfica. Having received 
hoilages in both places, he fleered his courfe to- 
wards Africa, and, before he made any defcent on 
the continent, ravaged the iiland of Meninx, and 
received from the inhabitants of Cercina ten talents 
of filver * as a contribution, to prevent the like 
* i»937l. io». 
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devaftatian and burning of their country : he then BOOK 
drew near the coaft of Africa, and difembarked his XXII. 
forces. Here the foldiers and mariners were led out y 
to ravage the country, in as carelefs a manner as if b'c. aiyi 
they were plundering the iflands'**where there were 
very few inhabitants ; in confequence of which ralh- 
nefr, they fell unawares into a hiare. Being affailed 
on all fides, and while they were in loofe diforder, 
by compad bodies of men acquainted with the 
country of wliich themfelves were utterly ignorant, 
they were driven back to their Ihips in a diigracefdl 
flight, and with fevere lofs. There fell no lefs 
than a thoufaiid men, among whom was Seniproiiius 
Blaefus, the qureftor. The fleet, haftily fetting fail 
from the Ihore which was covered with the enemy, 
pafled over to Sicily, and at lalybacum was delivered 
to the praetor Titus Otacilius, to be conduced 
home to Rome, by his lieutenant-general Publius 
Sura. The conful hinjfelf, travelling by land through 
Sicily, croflfed the ftrtight into Italy, haA'ing been 
fummoned, as was likewife his colleague, Marcus 
Atilius, by a letter from Quintus Fabius, in order 
that they might receive the command of the army 
from him, as the fix months, the term of his office, 
were* nearly expired. Almoft. all the hiftorians 
affirm, that Fabius afted againlt Hannibal in the 
capacity of di£lator. Coelius even remarks, that 
he was the firll diftator created by the people. But 
it efcaped the notice of Coelius and the reft, that the 
privilege of nominating that officer belonged folely 
to Cneitis Servilius, the only conful in being, who 
was*at the time, fer diftant from home, ip the pro- 
vince of Gaul ; and fo much time muft ncceffarily ■ 
elapfe before it could be done by him, that the Hate, 
terrified by the late difaiter, could not endure the 
delay, and therefore had recourfe to the expedient 
of creating, by a vote of the people, a prodiftator ; 
and that the fervices which he aftertvards performed, 
his diltinguiihed renown as a commander, and the 

E 2 exag- 
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BOOK exaggerations of his defcendants, in the infctiption 
XKll. of his ftatue, may eafily account for his bong called 
di&ator inftead of prodi&ttor. 

b!c.'«7.‘ 

XXXII. The confuls, having taken the command 
of the armies, Marcus AtUius of that of Fabius, 
and Geminus Servilius of that of Minudus, and 
having ereded huts for the winter, as the feafon 
required (for it waS* now near the clofe of autumn), 
conduded their operations conformably to the plan 
of Fabius, and with the utmoft harmony between 
themfelvcs. Whenever Hannibal went out to forage, 
they came upon him in different places, as opportu- 
nity ferved, haraffing him on his march, and cutting 
off ftragglers ; but never hazarded a general engage- 
ment, which the enemy endeavoured to bring on by 
every means he could contrive : fo that Hannibal 
was reduced, by fcarcity, to fuch diftrels, that had 
he not feared that a retreat would have carried the 
appearance of flight, he would have returned back 
into Gaul ; not having the leafl hope of fupporting 
his army in thofe places, if the fucceeding confuls 
fliould adopt the fame plan of operations with thefe. 
While, in the neighbourhood of Geronium, hofti- 
lides were fufpended by the coming on of \/inter, 
ambafladors came to Rome from Neapolis, who 
brought into the fenate-houfe forty golden bowls of 
great weight, and fpoke to this effed : ** They knew 
** that the treafury of the Roman people was ex- 
** haufted by the prefent war, which was carried on 
no lefr in defence of the cities and lands of the 


" allies, than the empire and city of Romd, the me- 
** tropolis and bulwark of Italy ; that the Neapolitans 
had therefore thought it reafonable, that whatever 
** gold had been left to them by their anceftors for 
** the decoration of their temples, or fupport in time 
of need, ^fliould now be applied to the aid of the 
** Roman people. That if they had thought thdr per- 
** fonal fervice of any ufe, they would with the fame 
12 zeal 
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” zeal have offered it. That the Roman fenate BOOK 
** and people would a& in a manner highly grateful XXII. 

to them, if they would reckon every thing in 
“ poffeifion of the Neapolitans as their own, and Bic.ai;* 
“ vouchfafe to accept from them a prefent, of which 
** the principal value and importance confifted in 
** the difpofidon and wilhes of thofe who chearfiiliy 

offered it rather than in its own intrinllc worth.’* 

Thanks were given to the ambai&dors for their atten- 
tion and generofity, and one bowl, which was the 
lead in weight, was ac|ppted. 

XXXIII. About the fame time a Carthaginian 
fpy, who had lurked undifcovered for two years, 
was deteded at Rome : his hands were cut off, and 
he was fent away. Twenty-five Haves, for having 
formed a confpiracy in the field of Mars, were cru- 
cified, and the informer was rewarded with his free- 
dom, and twenty thoufand in weight *. .A.m* 

baffadors were fent to Philip King of Macedonia, to 
infill: on his delivering up Demetrius of Pharia, 
who, being defeated in war, had fled to him ; others 
alfo were fent, at the fame time, to the Ligurians, 
to expoftulate on their having aflifted the Cartha- 
ginian* with men and fupplies, and to obferve what 
was doing in the neighbourhood among the Boians 
and Infubrians. Delegates were alfo lent to Illy- 
rium, to Pineus the Kmg, to demand the tribute, 
of which the day of payment had elapfed ; or to 
recdve hoftages, if he wilhed to be allowed longer 
time. Thus the Romans, though preffed at home 
by a.war>immenfely grievous, yet relaxed not their 
attrition to the bufinefs of the Hate in any part of 

* ^ru gravisi 64I. its. 8 d. About this time, in confe- 
quence of the icarcity of money, the comparative value of brafs 
to filver was changed, and a denariut made to pafs for twelve and 
afterwards for fixteen afftt. The words gravt were thencefor- 
ward employed 10 figmfy not any particulai piece, or w«ght, of 
money, but the old comparative ftandard of ten cjfei^ as we fay 
pamd$ JitrHng. 

s 3 the 
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thd miorld, however diftant. Th<sf care was alfo 
excited by a matter of religious concernment. The 
temple or Concord, vowed two years before by the 
prsetor Lucius Manlius, on occafion of the mutiny 
of the Ibldiers in Gaul not having been yet fet 
about, .Marcus iEmilius, praetor of the city, con- 
ititut&d duumvirs for that purpofe, Cneius Fupius 
and Caefo Quintius Flamininus, who contraded for the 
building of it ia the citadel. By the fame praetor, 
in purfuance of a decree of the fenate, a letter was 
fenc to the confuls, that if th^ thought proper, one 
of them Ihould come to Rome to eled fucceffors, and 
that a proclamation Ihould be iflued for holding the 
eledion, on whatever day they might name. In 
anfwer to this the confuls wrote back, that, “ with* 
“ out detriment to the bufinefs of the public, they 
** could not go to any dillance from the enemy. 
** That it would be better, therefore, that the elec- 
“ tion fliould be held by an interrex, than that 
either of them Ihould be called away from the 
“ war.” 'I'he fenate judged it more advifable that a 
didator Ihould be nominated by a conful, for the 
purpofe of holding the eledion, and Lucius Vetu- 
rius Philo being accordingly nominated, appointed 
Manius Pomponius Matho mader of the horlc. But 
fome defed being difcoveied in their appointment, 
they were ordered, on the fourteenth day, to abdU 
cate their offices, and an interregnum took place. 


Y.R.y36. XXXIV. The confuls were continued in oom* 
B.C.2id. mand for another year. The patricians declared 
interrex Caius Claudius Centho, fon of A'ppuis,<aod 
afterwards Publius Cornelius Afina, under wJiofe 
diredion the eledion was held ; which was attended 
with a warm contention between the patricians and 
plebeians. The populace ftruggled hard to raife 
to the confulfhip, Caius Terentius Varro, a perfon 
of their own rank, who, as before obferved, rail* 
ing againft the patricians, and by other pop^r arts. 
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had acquired their afTedion ; and who, by under- BOOK 
mining the intereft of Fabius and the didatorial XXII. 
authority, had made the public difpleafure againft 
him the means of addmg a luftre to his own charac- 
ter. The patricians oppofed him with their utmoft 
efforts, left a power ftiould be given to thofe men 
railing themfelves to the level of nobles, by means 
of malignant ai'perfions on their charad;er8. Quintus 
Btebius Herennius, a plebeian tribune, a relation of 
Caius Terentiiis, cenfured not only the fenate, but 
likcwife the augurs, £|c having hindered the dilator 
from holding the elei^n, and thought, by render- 
ing them odious, to increafe the popularity of his 
favourite candidate. He aflerted, that, “ by cer- 
“ tain of the nobility, who, ft)'- many years, had 
“ been wilhing for a war, Hannibal wat> induced 
“ to enier Italy ; that by the fame men the war was 
“ treacheroully prolonged, though it might have 
“ been bi ought to aconclufun; further, that an 
** army, conlifting of four entire legions, was fuffi- 
“ cienily able to cope with the enemy, was evident 
** from this, that Marcus Mkiucius, in the abfoice 
“ of Fabius, had fouglit with luccefs. That two 
“ legions had been cxpofed in the field, with intent 
** that they Ihouid be defeated, and then were 
“ refcued from the brink of deftru£tion in order 
that the man Ihould be faluted as father and 
“ patron, who had liiudt- ’ 'he Romans from con- 
“ quering, though he 1, -'terwrards prevented 
their defeat, 'i hat the comuls had, on the plan 
of Fabius, protracted the war, when they had it 
** in their power to bring it to an end. That a 
** confederacy to thus purpofe had been entered into 
** by all the nobles, nor would the people know 
** peace, until they elected to the confulfliip a reat 
** plebeian, a new man : for as to the plebeians, 

** who had attained nobility, they were now inidated 
** into the myfteries of their order ; and, from the 
** moment when they ceafed to be defpifed by the 

E 4 ** patncians. 
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BOOK ** patricians, looked with contempt on the com- 
XXII. mons. Who did not fee, that the end^and 
“ intention, of appointing an interregnum was 
b!c. fidi ** ele£Hon into the power of the patricians ? 

It was with a view to this that both the confuJs 
** had remained with the army ; with the fame 
“ view afterwards, when, contrary to thei%;vi{hes, 
*‘.a dictator bad <.been nominated to hold the elect* 
tion, they arbitrarily carried the point, that the 
appointment Ihould be pronounced defective by 
“ the augurs. They had ii^teir hands, therefore, 
“ the office of interrex ; bw certainly one conful’s 
“ 4)lace was the right of the Roman commons, 
** which the people would difpofe of with impar- 
tiality, and would bellow on fuch a p^fbn as 
“ rather wilhed to conquer effeftually, than to 
continue long in command.” 

XXXV. Thefe inflammatory fpeeches had fuch 
an efFe£l on the commons, that though there fiood 
candidates three patricians, Publius Cornelius Me* 
renda, Lucius Manlius Vollb, and Marcus .^milius 
Lepidus, and two of plebeian extraflion, whofe 
families were now ennobled, Caius Atilius Serranus, 
and Quintus .dElius Pmtus, one of whom was»pon- 
tiff, the other augur ; yet Caius Terentius Varro, 
alone, was eled^ conful, in order that he might 
have the direflion of the affembly for choofing his 
colleague. On which the nobles, having found that 
his competitors poffeffed not fufficieitt ftrength, 
prevailed, by violent importunity, on a new can* 
didate to Hand forth, after he had long and eam^iffly 
refufed ; this was Lucius .^milius Paullus, a deter* 
mined enemy of the commons, who had 
conful before with Marcus Livius, and had. v^ 
narrowly efcaped being fentenced to pdmflim^, 
as was his colleague. On the next day of af^- 
bly all thofe who had oppofed Varro, having de* 
dined the conteil, he was appointed rather as an 

antagonift 
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antagonift than as a colleague. The eledicn of BOOS 
praetors* was then held, and Manius Pomponios XXII. 
Matho, and Publius Furius Philus were chofen. 

The lot of adminiftering juftice to the citizens of 
Rome fell to Pomponius, that of deciding caufes 
betweoi Roman citizens and foreigners, to Publius 
Furius <Philus. Two additional praetors were ap- ' 
pointed, Marcus Claudius Marcellus for Sicily, 

Lucius Poilumius Albinus for Gaul. All thefe 
were appointed in their abfence; nor, excepting 
the conful Terentius||was any of them invefted 
with an office which he had not adminiftered 
before; feveral men of bravery and adlivity being 
paffed by, becaufe, at fuch a junfture, it was not 
judged expedient ,to intruft any perfon with a new 
employment. 

XXXVI. Augmentations were alfo made to the 
armies; but as to the number of additional forces 
of foot and horfe which were railed, writers vary 
fo much, as well as in the kind of troops, that I 
can fcarcely venture to affirm any thing certain on 
that head. Some authors afiert, that ten thoufand 
new fbldiers were levied ; others four new legions ; 
fo that there were eight legions employed : and that 

* At firft the name of pnetor, derived from prsire, to prelide, 
was applied to any magiftrate who was the chief in any line, 
whether civil, military, or religious ; as didator, conful, com- 
mander of an army, &c. But it was afterwards appropriated to 
a magiftrate, appointed to relieve the confuls from the burthen 
of fuperintending the adminiftration of juftice. His proper of- 
fice, therefore, was the diredion of judicial proceedings } nut, in 
the ^Jsfenos of the confuls, he a&cd in thsir ftead, with power 
nearly equal to theirs. The great influx of foreigners fbon made 
it neceffary to create a fecond prsetor, who was caSed ptMior fe- 
ngrintu, the foreign prxtor, becaufe his bufinefs was to decide 
controverfies between citizeus and foreigners, while the city pre- 
tor, pnttor wbanut, who was fuperior in dignity, took cogniz- 
ance of fuits between citizens. When the Romans gained poflef- 
fionof foreign provinces, they appointed a prxtor to the govern- 
ment of each, and his power witnm his province was almoft unli- 
mited, for he was accountable to none but the people of Rome. 

the 
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BOOK the were alfo augmented, both horfe and 

. . foqjt; onethoufand foot and one hundred horfe b«ng 

y!R!f46 ^ fo as to make it contain five thoufimd 

Biic. ai6*. foot, and four hundred horfe ; and that the allies fur* 
niihed an equal number of foot, and double the num<* 
ber of horfe. Some writers affirm, that, at the titnar 
tlie batde at Gann®, there were in the <R(»naii 
camp eighty-feven thoufand two hundied foldiers. 
All agree in this, that greater force, and more 
vigorous efforts, were now employed than in the 
former years, in confequence^ the dictator having 
afforded them room to hope that the enemy might 
be vanquifhed. However, before the new l^fons 
began their march from the city, the decemvirs 
were ordered to go and infped the books, becaufe 
people in general were terrified by prodigies of ex- 
traordinary kinds : for accounts were leceived, that, 
at Rome, on the Aventine, and, at the fame dme, 
at Aricia, a Ihower of ffones had fallen ; that, ki the 
country of the Sabines, ffatues had fweated abund- 
ance of blood, and that the warm waters at Gzre 
had flowed bloody from the fpring ; and this cir- 
'cumftance, having happened frequently, excited 
therefore the greater terror. In a Ikeet, near the 
field of Mars, feveral perfons had been ftruck»with 
lightning, and killed. Thefe portents were expiated 
according to the direflions of the books. AmbEff* 
fadots from P®flum brought fome golden veffds tk» 
Rome, and to thefe, as to the Neapolitans, thaifftk 
were returned, but the gold was not accepted. 

XXXVIl. About the fame time arrived ulf Oftia 
a fleet, fent by Hiero, with a large lUpply pro- 
vifions. The Syracufan iunbaffadors, intron 

dttced to the fenate, acquainted them, 

** Hiero had been as lincerely aflUided, wPWaring 
** of the lofs of the conful Caius Flaminius, and his 
** army, as he could have been by any difaffen hap- 
** pening to lumfelf, or his own kingdom. Wher»< 

fore. 
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** fore, though he was fully feniible that the gi’aUdeur BOOS 
** tff the Roman p^ple had flione forth, in times«of SXIt. 
** adverlity, with a ftill more admirable degree of 
-teftm' than even in profperky, yet he had fent 
*• foch Ibpplies of every fort, for the fupport of 
the war, as are ufually fumifhed by good and &’th* 

** £a! allies ; and he eameiUy befought the Confcript 
** Fathers not to refufe them. That, in the firft 
** phce, for the fake of the omen, they had brought 
^ a golden ftatue of Vi£):ory, of three hundred tuid 
** twenty pounds weight, which they prayed them 
to accejA, hold, and poflefs, as appropriated to 
** them for ever. That they had likewifo, in order 
** to guard againft any want of provifions, brought 
**■ three hundred thoufand pecks of wheat, and two 
** hundred thoufand of barley; and that whatever 
further fupplies might be neceffary, fhould be con- 
** veyed to fuch places as the fenate Ihould order. 

** That he knew that the Roman people employed 
** not in the main body of their army, or in the 
** cavalry, any other than Roman citizens, or Latine 
** confederates; yet as he had feen, in a Roman 
** camp, foreigpa bands of light>armed auxiliaries, he 
** had therefore fent a thoufand archers and flingers, 

** a body well qualified to oppofe the Balearians, 

** Moors, and other nations remarkable for fighting 
“ whh miffile weapons.’* To thefe prefents he 
added likewife advice : that ** the praetor, to whofe 
** lot the province of Sicily might fall, fhould crofe 
“ over with a fleet to Aftica, in order to give the 
** enemy employment for their arms in their own 
** country, and to allow them the lefs leifure to 
“ tfennibal with reinforcements.” The fei^ 

nate retumed an anfwer to the King in thefe 
tettn6^li|||t ** Hiero had' ever ad:ed as a man of 
** hoiSl|||||^and an excellent ally; that from the 
** time, when he firfl: united in fnendfhip with the 
Roman people, he had, through the whole eourfe 
“ «f his eondUd:', manifl^ed' an invariable fididity 

« in 
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BOOK ** in his attachment to them ; and in all times, and 
. XXn. <c jn all places, had, with great liberalitjr, fupported 
the intereft of Rome. Of this the Roman. 
b!c1 ii6. ** people entertained, as they ought, a gratdful fenfe. 
** That gold had likewife been offered by fame other 
** Hates, which, though thankful for the intention, 
** the Roman people had not accepted : the ftatue 
** of Vidory, however, and the omen, they accepted, 
** and had offered, and dedicated to that divinity, a' 
** manlion in the Capitol, in the temple of Jupiter 
** fupremely good and great} hoping that, con* 
“ fecrated in that furtrefs of the city of Rome, fhe 
** would be pleafed to remain firm and immoveable, 
** kind and propitious to the Roman people.** The 
flingers, archers, and the com were delivered to the 
confuls. To the fleet of fhips, already in Sicily 
with the praetor Titus Otacilius, were added twenty- 
five quinqueremes, and he received permiflion, if 
he judged it conducive to the public good, to pafs 
over to Africa. 

XXXVIII. After the levies were completed, 
the confuls waited a few days for the arrival of the 
confederates from Latium. At this time the foldiers 
were obliged to take an oath dictated by tho tri- 
bunes, which had never before been praAifed. For, 
until now, there had been no public oath taken, 
only that they would affemble on the orders of the 
confuls, and, without thdr orders, would not- de- 
part ; and then, when they joined their decury or 
cqntury, the horfemen, on being placed in their 
decuries, and the footmen on being placed* in their 
centuries, ufed to fwear voluntarily, among them- 
felves, that they would not d^art through fear or 
in flight ; nor quit their ranks, except fla||^^pur- 
pofe of taking up or bringing a weapon, mHpHking 
an enemy, or laving a countryman. from 

having been a voluntary compadl between tiaem- 
felves, was now put under the jurildi^on of the tri- 
bunes. 
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blifies» who were invefted with l^al authority to BOOK 
adinittifter this oath. Before the troops began their XXtI. 
inarch from the city, the harangues of the conful y 
Varro were frequent, and full of prefumption ; in 9*0. 315! 
thefr he openly afferted, that the war had been pur- 
jpofely drawn into Italy by the nobles, and would * 
continue fixed in the very center of the common* 
wedtb, if men like Fabius were to have the com- 
mand } but that he, on the very firft day, wheran 
he fhould get light of the enemy, would brin^ it to 
a conclufion. The only fpeech made by his col- 
league Paullus, on the day before that on which 
they let out from the city, contained more truth 
than flattery, addrefied to the people ; neverthelefs 
he ufed no harfli expreflions againft Varro, excell- 
ing thus much ‘y that “ it was a matter of furprife 
** to him, how any man, before he was acquainted 
“ with other his own or the enemy’s forces, the 
“ fituation of polls, or the nature of the country^ 

** while he remained in the city, in Ihort, and in 
** the garb of peace, could yet know what he 
** fhould have to do when* he came to take the 
** field ; and could even foretell the day on which 
“ he was to come to a general engagement. For 
his part, as men’s plans mull be regulated by dr- 
cumilances, and not drcumflances by their plans, 

** he would not be in halte to adopt prematurely 
** any one, before the feafon Ihewed its* expe- 
“ dioicy. He wilhed that even thofe meafures, 

** whicn had been taken under the guidance of 
** caution and prudence, might be attended with < 

** profperous ifl'ue ; fince ralhnefs, befides the folly 
** which it involved, had been hitherto confliantly 
** unfuccefrful.” Without any farther declaration, 
it apparent, that he preferred fafe to 

hally NM^Tels ; and, to induce him to adhere the 
more nmly to this refoludon, Quintus Fabius 
Maximus is find to have addrelTed him, juft beforb 
his dqiarture, in this manner : — 


XXXIX. « If 
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BOOK XXXIX. If, Lucius ^milius, you had a «oL 
XXII. ** league like y^urfelf, (which I earaelUy 

** or, if yourfelf were ‘ like your colleague, any 
B^C. aid. ** addrefs from me would be fuperfluous ; bwanfi^ 
in the firii place, two good confuls would, vidunlt 
* ** advice from me, out of their own honourable Baal, 

** a&f in every particular, to the advantage of die 
** public ; and, in the otW, two bad ones WMiJd 
nather admit my words into their cars, nor my 
** counfels into their breads. At prefent, when I 
** confider, on the one hand, your colleague^ and, 
“ on the other, yourfelf and your charader, I ad- 
** drefs myfelf folely to you, whofe endeavours, as 
a worthy man and citizen, I perceive will be 
“ without effefl, if the adminidration be defedive 
** on the other fide. Evil counfels will have equal 
privilege and authority with good. For, Lucius 
Paullus, you are much midaken if you foppofe 
V that you will have a lefs difficult druggie to main> 
** tain with Caius Terentius than with Hannibal. 
“ I know not whether the former may not prove 
“ more dangerous than the latter. With the one, 
“ you will contend in the field only j with the 
** other, in all places and times ; againd Hannibal 
and his legions, you will be fupported in fight, 
“ by your troops of infantry and cavalry ; Varro 
** will oppofe you at the head of your own foldiers. 

Ma^ the mention of Caius Flaminius not prove 
“ ominous to you ! But he became mad, after 
he became conful, when in his province, and at 
**• the head of the army: in a word, this man, 
** before he profeffed himfelf a candidate fon the 
** confullhip, afterwards, while he canvafTed for 
“ it, and now, fince bis appointment, before he 
** has feen the camp or the enemy, has pro* 
** ceeded, all along, in one continued paAntifm of 
** iafanity. And when, by raving of fights and 
P fields of battle, he now excites fuch dorms among 
** the peaceful citizens in their gowns, what do you 

“ fuppofe 
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** fup^ofe he \trUl do among the young who BOOS 
** have arms in their hands, and with whom 3£ts XEll. 
** inftantly follow words ? If he lhatt immediately yXTi* 
** ^ht the enemy, as he boafts that he will, ekher 
ignoram of imlitary affairs, of the nature of 
!4I^ prm^t war, and of the enemy with whom we 
“ temefa deal, or fome other place will be roidered 
** iwore remarkable by mir difaffers, than was 
** ^ Trafimenus. It is no time for me to boaff, 

" talkif^ *as I am to a fingle man ; and if I have 
** gone too fu- on either fide, it was in ctmtemning, 

** not in .feektng applaufe : but the truth is this ; 

** tht'tmly rational method of conducing the war 
^ahdt Hannibal, is that in which I conducted it ; 

** nor does the event alone confirm this, (for fools 
** only judge by events,) but the reafons which 
« muff fubfilt, as tong as circumfiances 

“ fliafl remain the fame and unchangeable. We 
“ ate earrying on war in Italy, in our own country, 

** and on our own foil, where all the places round 
“ are fuU of our countrymen and allies, who do, 

“ and will afiifi: us with men, arms, horfes, and 
** provifions. That we may fo far rely on their 
“ fidthfiil attachment, they have given fufficient 
“ pr»o& in the times of our diftrefs. Time will 
** daly improve us, will render us more prudent, 

** more fteady. Hannibal, on the contrary, is in a 
“ fiaieign, an hoftile territory, furrounded on all 
** fides 1^ enemies and dangers, far from benpe, 

“ fiir from his native country; both land and fm 
** aie pofi^ed by his foes; no cities receive 
** hkn nothin their walls; he nowhere fees aught 
** which he can call his own; he lives on the 
** founder of the day ; he has fcarcely a third part 
** of thpt mmy which he brought over the river 
** Ibmu^' TOr has he a fupply food for the few 
** tvho remakt. 4, Do you doubt then, tnat by avoid* 

** iiil'aSjkm we lhall overcome him, whofo llrength 

“ is 
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Book ** is of itfelf declining every day, who has no 
XXII. « refource of provifions, no reinfbrcements, no 
yIr ** money ? How long under the walls of Gero- 

nium, a wretched fort of Apulia, as if under 
thofe of Carthage, did 1 — But 1 will not vtmnc 
** even before you. See how the laft confuls, 
** Cndus Servilius and Marcus Atilius, baHled iiun* 
** Believe me, Lucius Paullus, this is the only Way 
of fafety; yet this will be thwarted by your 
** countrymen, rather than by the enemy. For 
“ the fame thing will be deiired by both paMles ; 
“ the wifh of Varro, the Roman conful, will be 
the lame with that of Hannibal, the Caitjhan- 
** nian. You alone will have two generals to wim* 
“ (land. However you will withAand them, pro* 
** vided you maintain a proper degree of firmnefs ; 
“ fo as not to be (hak'en by common fame, or 
by the rumours which will be fpread among 
** the people; by neither the empty applaufe be* 
** Aowed on your colleague, nor the falfe imputa* 
** tions thrown on yourielf. It is commonly laid 
“ that truth is often eclipfed, but never extinguiflied. 
** He who (lights fame, (hall enjoy it in its purity. 
** Let them call you timid, inftead of cautious; 
** dilatory inftead of conliderate ; an unenterprifing 
** inftead of a confummate commander. I rather 
“ wi(h that a wife enemy may fear, than that 
** the foolilh part of your own countrymen (hould 
“ 4q)plaud you. Attempting every thing, you will 
« be defpilW by Hannibal ; doing nothmg ralhly, 

** you will be feared by him. Yet 1 by no means 
** recommend that nothing (hould be done, , but 
“ that in all your proceedings you be guided by 
** reafon, not by fortune; that you ke^ every 
** matter always within your own power, aha 
** under your own ;iire^on ; that you be always 
** armed and on your guard; aq^ that you xid* 

** ther fail to improve a favourable opportunity, 

« nor 
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nor a&r4 fuch an opportunity to the foe. . Ad> BOOK 
fflg ddiberationi you will fee every thing XXII. 
deauiy and diftindlyj hafte is improvident and 
Mind." B.C.aid. 


The oonful anfwered lather in a defponding 
%le: he acknowledged tlie truth of what had been 
ihewed little hope of being able to put 
tte ^vke into execution. “ If Faraus,” hefaid, 
wh^ra dilator, had been unable to withftand the 
;airt^fj^ce of his malter of the horfe, what power 
or iniuence could a conful have, to oppofe a fe* 
** <£i^s and hot-headed colleague ? As to himfelf, 
** he'had, in his former confulate, efcaped the flames 
** of popular rage, not without being fcorched. He 
** Wifned that all might end happily : but fhould any 
** misfortune occur, he would expofe his Hfe to the 
« Weapons of the enemy, rather than to the votes 
« of I his incenfed countrymen.’* Immediately after 
this convm'fation, as we are told, Paullus fet out, 
efcorted by the principal patricians, while the ple- 
beians attended their own conful in a crowd more 
numerous than refpedable. When they came into 
the field, and the old and new troops were inter- 
mhied^ they formed two feparate camps; the new 
one, which was likewife the fmaller, was nearer to 
Hannibal ; the old one centred the greater nundjer, 
and the main ftrength of the army. Th^ Marcus 
AKIius, one of the cOnfuls of the former year, w^- 
ing to be difmifikl, on account of the ftate of Rts 
hea^,' yriife'fent to Rome ; and the oth^, Geminus 
Servi|&i^QW^ charged with the command of a Ro- 
man !^oti, and two thoufand of the confederate ih- 
ftmtry tmd cavalry, ftatiemed in the fmaller cam^ 
Hannibal, though he faw the force of the 
doubled, yet rejoiced exceedingly at the avrivsd of 
the coijfu^ Fory befides that he had no part re- 
maitSng the provifions acquired by plmtder fiwnt 
day to day^ there was nothing now lelt within bis 

F reach. 
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BOOK reach, of which he could make prey: sdltheeom 
XXIJ. in every quarter, when it was ibund un&fe to keep 
y g‘ it in the country, having been coUe^ed together 
5*0,216! fortified towns ; fo that, as was afterwards 

dilcGvered, he had fcarcely a quantity fuffidoit far 
tra days; and, in confequence of the fcardty^ a 
defign had beat formed, among the Spaniards, of 
going over to the enemy, had time been allowed 
them to bring it to maturity. 

XLl. But fortune herfelf concurred in adminif- 
tering fuel to the impatient temper and rafluiefe of 
the conful ; for, an attack having been made on th^ 
plundering parties, and a tumultuary kind of engage* 
ment oifuing, occafioned rather by the voluntary 
exerdons of the foldiers running up to the fpot, than 
by any preconcerted defign, or order, of the com* 
manders, the Carthaginians were confiderably word* 
ed, lofing a thoufimd feven hundred men, while there 
fell, of the Romans and thdr confederates, not 
more than an hundred. However, while the vigors 
purfued with eagernefs, the conful Paullus, who held 
the command on that day, (for they commanded 
alternately,) dreading an ambufcade, obliged them 
to halt, though Varro exprefled great indimiadon 
at it, exclaiming, that the enemy had been ulowed 
to flip out of thdr hands ; and that the war might 
have been finiflied, had not a flop been put to the 
adion. Hannibal grieved not much for this 
oh the contrary, he rather believed that it would 
ferve as a bait to enfnare the more piefumptuous 
conful, and the foldiers, particulaily die ^raw ones. 
All the circumftances of the enemy were ai well 
known to him as his own; that the commanders 
were of diflitnilar characters, and difunited in opi* 
nion ; and that almoft two-thirds of thdr army were 
raw recrittts. Thinking, therefore, that he had now 
found both time and place convenient for a ftrata* 
g«n, on the foUowing night, he led away his men, 

with 
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. vrith no other incumbrance than thdr arms, die camp BOOK 
beingfoll of thdr effects of all kinds, public and pri- . . 

vtte^ > then, making; them halt out of light, behmd y.'r.'^ 
idieiieanell mountains, be formed the foot in order Bic. am. 
of battle on the left, and the cavalry on the right, 
and conduced the baggage, as a centre line, through 
the inteijacait valley } intending, while the enemy 
ihottld bufy and encumbered in the pillaging 
<d.the camp, as if deferted by the owners, to fall 
upcm th«n by furprife. Nimierous fires were left 
in die camp, to create a belief that his intention 
was, by fuch appearances, to detain the confuls in 
their polls,, while he fliould gain the advantage of 
time,' to retreat to the greater diftance, in like man> 
nor as he had deceived Fabius the year before. 

XLII. When day arrived, the Romans, on ob> 
larvihg, firft, .that the advanced guards had bemi 
withdrawn, and afterwards, on a nearer approach, 
tile extraordinary filence, were filled with furprife. 

Thai, when they difcovered plainly that the camp 
was deferted, they ran together in crowds to the 
pavilions of the confuls, informing them that the 
enemj had fled in fuch hafte, as to leave the tents 
ftandmg ; and in order to conceal their flight, had 
left alfo a number of fires. They then, with loud 
clamours demanded, that orders mould be ^ven for 
the troths to march in purfuit ; and, that they fhould 
plunder the camp in their way. Varro a<fted the fame 
part as the common foldiers. Paullus rqieat^y 
rqnrefeated, that they ought to proceed with care 
m^drc^fpe&ion ; and, at laft, whoi he could no 
othdwiie reftrain their mutinous proceedings, or the 
leader of them, he difpatched Marius Statihus, a 
prsefed of the allies, with a troop of Lucanian horfe, 
to procure intelligence. -He rode up to the gates, 
and, ordering the reft to halt at the outfide of the 
trenches, he went himfelf with two horiemen into 
tim can^; and, having carefully examined every 

F 2 drcum« 
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BOOK cjrcumftance, returned and reported, that there was 
XXII. without doubt an ambuih intended; for tfae &es 

y r" ^ ® quarter which faced the encmv, ^ 

B.C.fid! open, and every thing of value Irft la 

view ; and that he had fem filver thrown at random 
in the paffitges, as if to invite a j^lage. The Weary 
circumftances, mentioned with the intent of re^ 
prelfing their ardour for booty, ferved to inflame it; 
and the foldiers, Ihouting aloud, that if the %nal 
were not given, they «vould proceed without meir 
leaders ; they did not long want one, for Varro ia> 
flantly gave the fignal for marching. PauUus was 
deiirous of checking this precipitancy, and bong in* 
formed that the chickens had not given a ftvourwle 
aufpice, ordered that the ill omen Ihould be r^orted 
to his colleague when he was juft leading the troops 
out of the gate ; whereuf>on Varro, though hekrtuy 
vexed at this, yet from the recolleftion of the re* 
cent difafter of Flaminius, and of the memorable 
overthrow of the conful Claudius at fea, in the firft 
Punic war, was fenfibly ftruckwith religious fcruples. 
The gods themfelves on that day poftponed, in a man* 
ner, rather than averted, the calamity which hung 
over the Romans : for it luckily happened, that, 
while the troops refufed to obey the conful's orders 
to return into the camp, two flaves, one belo'hging 
to a borfeman of Formise, the other to one of Si- 
dkinum, who had been taken prifoners by the Nu- 
nudians, among a party of foragers, in the cmifolate 
of' Servilius and Atilius, made their efcape on that 
very day to their owners ; and, being brought before 
the confuls, informed them, t|;^t Hannibal^s whole 
army lay in atnbuili behind the neareft mbuiBtaiiK. 
The feafsnable arrival of thefe men procured xtbe* 
dienee to the authority of the confuls, when one 
of them, by his immoderate purfuit of popular 
pUufe, had, through improper indulgence, ibrfdted 
people’s refpe£t: for their dignity, particularly With 
regard to hknf^f. 
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* Xlill. When Hannibal perceived that the^JRx)- BOOS!:; 

liiough they took fome inconfiderate fteps, yxiL ' 
had not carried their raflinels to the full extent, the y k~^ 
ftratag^ being now difcovered, he returned with b.’c.2i<s! 
di%>p(xntment to hi$ camp. In this place he could 
not remain, many days, by reafon of the foircity of 
«om, and new meafures were daily in contempla* 

^n, not only among the foldiery, a multitude com* 
pounded of the refufe of all nations, but even in the 
mind of the general himfelf ; for the men begun 
to murmur, and afterwards proceeded with open 
clamours to demand the arrears of their pay, and to 
complain at firil of the dearnefs of proviiions, at 
lad of famine. A report too prevailed, that the 
mercenary foldiers, particularly thofe from Spain, 
had> formed a fcheme of going over to the enemy, fo 
that Hannibal himfelf is faid to have fometimes enter* 
tamed thoughts of flying into Gaul ; intending to 
have left all the infantry behind, and, with the ca- 
valry, to have made a hafty retreat. While thefe 
matters were in agitation, apd this the difpofltion in 
the camp, he formed a refolution of removing into 
Apulia, where the weather was warmer, and con- 
fequently more favourable to the ripening of the 
harved ; and where, in proportion as he was placed 
at a’ greater diftancc from the enemy, the difcon* 
tented would find defertion the more difficult. 
Accordingly he fet out by night, after kindling 
fires as before, and leaving a few tents to keep 
. up die appearance of a camp, in the expedfa* 
tion that fears of ^ ambuih, as on the former 
occafiofi^ would kttp the Romans within their 
works. But Statilius, the Lucanian, having exa* 
mined all the ground beyond the camp, and on 
the other fide of the mountains, and bringing back 
an account that he had feen the enemy marc^g at 
a great didance, a confultation was held about pur- 
fuing him. Here each conful muntained the fame 
op^n which he had ever held ; but almod all the 

V officer^ 
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R OO K ofS^rs fiding \pkh Varro, and no cne escce!^ S^n 
XX li. vllius, the confulof the former year, wth 

they, purfuant to the determination of the "^|o> 
b!c. 216. forward, under the impulfe of uidli^ipy 

iate, to render Canns for ever memorable, as a 
fcene of difafler to the Romans. Near that to'm. 
Hannibal had pitched his camp, turning the rear 
towards the wind called Vultumus, which, in thofe 
plains, parched with heat, carries along with it 
clouds of duft. As this choice of fituatkm wa« 
highly commodious to the men, while in camp, 
fo was it particularly advantageous, wheti they 
were drawn up for battle ; becaufe, while the 
wind only blew on their backs, it would nearly 
blind the enemy with whom they were to fight, 
by carrying great quantities of dull into thdr 
faces. 

XLIV. The confuls purfued the Carthaginians, 
taking proper care to examine the roads ; when they 
arrived near Cannse, and had the foe in fight, they 
divided their forces, as before, and fortified two 
camps at nearly the fame diftance from each other as 
they had been at Geronium. As the river Aufidus* 
ran by the camps of both, the watering parties of 
both had accefs to it, as opportunity ferved, but 
not without encountering oppofition. The Romans, 
however, in the fmaller camp, which w^ pitched 
on the other fide of the Aufidus, had greater 
liberty of fupplying themfelves with water, becaufe. 
there were none of the enemiyiofted on die fonher 
bank. Hannibal, now, con^ving hopes‘'thai the 
confuls might be brought to an engagement m 
this trad, where the nature of the ground was 
advantageous to cavalry, in which kind of fences 
he had a manifeil fupenority, drew out his aiViy 
in order of battle, and endeavoured to provoke 
them by lldrmilhes of the Niimidians. On <this 
the Roman camp was again thrown into difturb* 

ance. 
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anee, by mutinous behaviour in the foldiers, and BOOK 
diOention between the confuls ; P^ullus repre&ndng XXlt. 
to Varro the fatal rafhnefs of Sempronius and Fla- 
minius ; and Varro to him the example of Fabius as g q 
% fpecious precedent for timid and inadlive com- 
manders. The one calling gods and men to witnefs, 
that none of the blame was to be imputed to him, of 
HannibaFs now holding Italy as if by prefcriptive 
right of polTtifiuu; for that he was chained down by 
his colleague, while the loldiers, full of rage and ar- 
dour for the hght, were kept unarmed. To which 
the other replied, that, if any misfortune fhould 
happen to the legions, from their being hurried 
into an inconfiderate and raih engagement, he 
himfelf, although entirely free from all reproach, 
muft yet bear a fhat e of the confequences, be they 
what they might. Let him lake care, that thofe, 
whofe tongues were now fo ready and impetu- 
ous, ihewed the fame alertnefs duiing the hght. 

XLV. While, inftead of deliberating on pro- 
per meafures, they thus Wafted time in alterca- 
tion, Hannibal, who had kept his forces drawn 
. up in order of battle during a great part of the 
day, « led back the reft towards the camp, and dif- 
patched the Numidian horfe to the other fide of 
the river, to attack a watering party, which had 
come from the fmaller camp of the Romans. 

They had fcarcely reached the oppofite bank, 
when, merely by their fhout, and the rapidity of 
their motions, they difperfed this diforderly crowd; 
and, then pufhed ^forward againft an advanced 
guard, Rationed b^ore the rampart, and almoft 
up to the very gates. The Romans, in having 
tneir camp threatened by a band of irregular 
auxiliaries, felt an intolerable affront, fo that 
sothing could have reftrained them from draw- 
ing out their forces and palling the river, but from 
the cluef co mman d being then in the hands of 

F 4 Fkiiilas. 
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BOOR P&ttllus* the next day, therefore, Varr^ sehdS? 

RXli. turn it was to command, widiout cocderriag.^^^^ 
colleague, difplayed the fignal for battle*, and imar- 
B C f i6 ^ forces, led them over the river, while£ht)l>- 

‘ lus followed ; becaufe, though he did not iqsprove of 
his defign, yet he could not avoid giving him his Ikp* 
port. Having crolTed the river, they were joiriec^ 
die troops from the fmaller camp, and formed thi^ 
fine in this manner: in the right wing, next the riiw, 
they placed the Roman cavalry, and adjoinmg them 
the Roman in&ntry ; the extremity of the left 
wing was compofed of the confederate caval^ ; wd, 
inclofed by thefe, the confederate infantry flretched 
to the centre, fo as to unite with the Roman legions 
The archers, and other light-armed auxiliaries, formed 
the van. The confuls commanded the wings, Te> 
rentius the left, JEmilius the right ; the charge of 
the centre wras commtted to Geminus Servilius. 

XL VI. Hannibal, at the firft light, fending be- 
fore him the Bdearians, and other light-armed 
troops, crolTed the river, and polled each . company 
in his line of battle, in the fame order in which Im 
had led them over. The Gallic and Spanilh cavalry, 
occujned the left wing, near the bank," oppofite 
the Roman cavalry, and the Numidian horfe the 
right j the infantry forming the centre, in fuch a 
manner, that both ends of their line were com- 
pofed of Africans, and between thefe were placed 
the Gauls and Spaniards. The Africans, for the 
moft part, refembled a body of Rcanan troops, 
bi^g furniflied, in great abundance, with the arras 
taken partly at the Trebia, but the greater part at 
the Tralimenus. The fliields of the Gauls arid 
Spaniards were nearly of the fame make; their 
words were difl^rent, both in length and form f tbofo 

* A purple cloak raifed on a fpear <wec>tlie Pnntamtn. 
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being verv long, and without ptrints; goo 
the Sf^miards^ whofe practice was rather to XXtI. 
at their enemy, than, to ftrike, light and handy, 
aad'iharp at the point. The troops of thefe nations 
made a more terrible appearance than any of the 
reft, on account of the fize of their bodies, and alfo 
ofvih^r ftglire. The Gauls were naked from their 
mftidle upward ; the Spaniards clad in linen vefts, of 
a .^rprifing and daznling whitenefs, and border^ 
wfth purple. The whole number of in^ntry, drawn 
up in the field on this occafion, was forty thoiifand, 
of cavalry ten thoufand. The generals, who com- 
raanded^^e wings, were, Hafdrubal on the Idt, and 
Mahaibal on the right. Hannibal himfelf, with hb 
brother Mago, took the command of the centre. 

The fun, very conveniently for both parties, {hone 
on ^dr flanl^, whether this pofition was chofen 
defignedly, or that it fell out by accident ; for the 
Romans fiiced the fouth, the Carthaginians the north. 

The wind, which the natives of the country call Vul- 
tumus, blew brilkly againft the Romans, and, by 
driving great quantities of faind into their faces, pre> 
voated them from feeing clearly. 

XRVII. The fhout being raifed, the auxiliaries 
advanced, and the fight commenced, firft, between 
the light-armed troops ; then the left wing, confift- 
ing of Gallic and Spanilh cavalry, engaged with the 
right wing of the Romans; but not in the ufiial 
method of fighting between horfemen, for they were 
obliged to engage front to front, no room having 
been 1^ for any evolutions, the river on one fide, 
and the line of in&ntry on the other, confining them, 
ib tha^ 4^ey could only pulh diredly forward ; at laft, 
the hot&A being prefix together in a crowd, and 
flopped from advancing, the riders, grappling man 
to man, dragged each other to the ground. The 
contefl was now maintained chiefiy on foot, but was 

more 
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BOOK more furious than lafUng ; for the Rom^ horfe* 
men, unable to keep their Itand, turned theif backs* 
When the fight between the cavalry was dmoft 

b‘c. ai& decided, the infontry began to engage. At firft, 
the Gauls and Spaniards maintained their ranks, 
without betraying any inferiority either in ftrength 
or courage. At length the Romans, by frequent 
and perfevering efforts, with their front regular aid 
in coihpad order, drove back a body which projefted 
before the refl: of their line in form of a wedge, and 
which, being too thin, confequently wanted ftrength * 
as thefe gave ground, and retreated haftily and' in 
diforder, they purfued, and, without flackening th^ 
charge, broke through their difmayed and flying bat- 
talions ; at firft, to their centre line ; and, at length, 
meeting with no refiftance, they arrived at the re- 
ferved troops of the Africans, which latter had been 
pofted on both flanks of the others, inclining back- 
ward towards the rear, while the centre, ccunpofed 
of the Gauls and Spaniards, jutted confiderably for- 
ward. By the retreat of this prominent part, the 
front was firft rendered even; then, by their pro- 
ceeding ftill in the fame dire6tion, a bending inward 
was at length formed in the middle, on each fide of 
which the Africans now formed wings; and the 
Romans, incautioufly rulhing into the centre, thefe 
flanked them on each fide, and, by extending them- 
felves from the extremities, Airrounded them on 
the rear alfo. In confequence of this, * the Ro- 
mans, who had already finifhed one battle, quit- 
ting the Gauls and Spaniards, whom they had pur- 
fued with much flaughter, entered now oh a mew 
one againft the Africans, in which they had not 
only the difadvantage of being hemmed hfcfia pd, 
in that pofition, obliged to fight, but, alfo^w of 
being fatigued, while their antagonifts were frefh 
and vigorous. 


1 


XLVra. By 



OF ROMS, 

XLVin. By this time, the battle had b^un on b O O K 
the left wing alfo of the Romans, where the confede* XXI l. 
rate cavalry had been pofted agmnft the Numidians : 
it was languid at firll, and commenced with a piece b!c. 216. 
of Carthaginian treachery. About five hundred 
Numidians, carrying, befides their ufual armour and 
weapons, Iwords concealed under their coats of 
mail, rode up under the appearance of deferters, 
with their bucklers behind their backs, and having 
hattily alighted from thdr horfes, and thrown their 
bucklers and javelins at the feet of thdr enemies, 
were recmed into the centre line, and conduced 
thence to the hindmoft ranks, where they were 
ordered to fit down in the rear. There they re- 
mained qmet, until the fight was begun in every 
quarter: when, however, the thoughts and eyes 
of aJl were deeply intent on the difpute, fnatching 
up the ihields which lay in great numbers among 
the heaps of the ilain, they fell on the rear of the 
Romans, and ftabbing the men in the backs, and 
cutting their hams, made great flaughter, and caufed 
fiiU greater terror and conftifion. While, in one 
part, prevailed difmay and flight, in another, oblli- 
nate fighting in fpite of defpair, Hafdrubaly who com- 
mand^ on the Irft wing, after entirely routing the Ro- 
man cavalry, went off to the right, and, joining 
the Numdians, put to flight the cavalry of the allies. 

Then, leaving the Numidians to purfue them, with 
bis Gallic and Spani/h horfe, he made a charge on the 
rear of the Roman infantry, while they were buflly en- 
gaged with the Africans *. 

• ^ 

XLIX. On the other fide of the field, Paullus 
had^d the very beginning of the adion, recdved 
a UPpiius wound from a fling; neverthelefe, at 
the head of a compad band, he frequently op- 

* Here the text of the ori^^nal is fo corrupted, as to be ab- 
folutely unintelligible. The foft, as reprefented in the fupple- 
mental linesi is fo related by Polybius. 
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O O K pof<^ l^felf in Hannibal’s way ; and, in fareral 
XXII. places, he reftored the fight, being prote&ed by the 
Roman horfemen, who, in the end, difinounted, 
B.ci si6i confut’s ilrength declined* lb far, that he 

was not able even to manage his liorfe. Some per- 
fon, on this, telling Hannibal that the conful had 
ordered the cavalry to difmount, he anfwered, as we 
are told, ** I Ihould have been much better plealied 
** if he delivered them to me in chains.” The 
fight maintained by the difmounted cavalry was foch 
as might be expefted, when the aiemy had gained 
undoubted polTefiion of the vi£tory : and as the'van- 
quiflied chofe to die on the fpot, rather than fly, 
the Vidal'S, enraged at them for retarding their fuc> 
cefs, put to death thofe whom they could not drive 
from their ground. They did, however, at loi^ 
oblige them to quit the field, their numbers bemg 
reduced to a few, and thofe quite fpent with toyl and 
wounds. They were all entirely difperfed, and fuch 
as were able repaired to their horfes, in order to 
make their efcape. Cneius Lentulus, a mifltary 
tribune, feeing, as he rode by, the conful fitting on 
a ftone, and covered with blood, faid to him, 
Lucius ^milius, whom the gods ought to fit- 
** vour, as the only perfon free from the blame of 
** this day’s difaller, take this horfe, while you have 
“ any remains of llrtmgth ; I will accompany you, 
** and am able to raife you up and proted you. Add 
** not to the fiitality of the fight the death of a 
^ conful : \nthout that, there will be abundant caufe 
** of tears and mourning.” The conful rqiUed, 
“ Your fpirit, Cneius Cornelius, I commend ^ but 
** do not wafte, in unavailing coinmiferadon, the 
** fhort time allowed you for efcaping ovi|; uLi he 
** hands of the enemy. Go, carry a public l^mge 
from me to the fenate, that they fortify the city of 
Rome ; and, before the viflorious Carthaginian 
“ arrives, fecure it with a powerful garrifon. Carry 
** alfo a private meflage to Quintus Fabius ; tell him 

« that 
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** that Lucius iBmilius has lived, and now dies, in BOOK 
** a careful obfervance of hu diredions. As to my> KXII. 
** fetf, let me expire here, in the nndft of my ilai^^ Yr!!^ 
ter^ ibldiets, that 1 may not either be brought, Bic.'sf6* 
“ a fecond time, to a trial, on the exiaration of my 
« confuUhip, <» Hand forth an accufer of my col- 
" league ; or as if my own innocence were to be 
proved by the impeachment of another.’* While 
th^ were thus difcourfing, firft, a crowd of th^ 
flymg countrymen, and afterward the enemy, came 
upon them ; and thefe, not knowing the conful, over- 
whelmed hintwith their weapons. Lentuliis, during 
the confufion, efcaped through the fwiftnefs of his 
horfe. A general route now took place ; ieven thou- 
fand men ned into the fmaller camp, ten thoufand 
into the greater, and about two thoufand into the 
village of, Cannae ; but the town not bdng defended 
by atky fortifications, tliefe were inllantly furrounded 
by Cart halo and the cavalry. The other conful, 
without joining any party of his routed troops, 
gained Venufia, with about feventy horfemen. 
llw number of the llain is computed at forty thou- 
fand foot, and two thoufand feven hundred horfe ; 
the lols of natives and of the confederates being 
nearly equal. Among thefe were the qumftors be- 
longing to both coufuls, Lucius Atilius, and Lucius 
Furius Bibaculus ; twenty-one military tribunes ; 
foveral who had palTed through Che offices of conful, 
prstor, or sdile, among whom are reckoned 
Cneius Servilius Geminus, and Marcus Minucius, 
who had been matter of the horfe in the preceding 
year, an^ conful fome years before ; likewife eighty 
who’were members of the fenate, or had borne thole 
offices which qualified them to be chofeu into 
and who had voluntarily enlifted as fol- 
dierS in the legions. Tho prifoners taken in this 
battie are reckoned at three thoufand foot, and three 
hnntired horfe. 


L. Such 
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'EOOE. L« Such vras the battle of Cannae j equally me* 
XXII. morable with the defeat at die Allia : bat as tt was 
™ confluences, becaufe the oiemy 
B.'c.*3i 6! remifs in purfuing the blow, ib, with 

' to the deftrufHon of the troops, it was more 
grievous and lamentable. For the flight at the 
Allia, while it proved the ruin of the city, preferved 
the men; but at Cannae, fcarcely feventy accom- 
panied the conful who fled ; almofl: the whole army 
periihed with the other. Thofe who had colleded 
together in the two camps, were a half-armed mul- 
titude, without leaders : from the larger was fent a 
meflage to the others, that while the enemy were 
funk, during the night, in profound ileep, in confe- 
quence of their fatigue in the battle^ and of their 
mailing ibr joy, they ihould come over to them, 
and they would go oflF in one body to Canofium. 
This advice fome totally rejeded; for they £ud 
** Why did not thefe men come to them, when 
** a junction might as well have been effeded 
** by that means? Why, but becaufe the ground 
“ between them was full of the enemy’s troops, 
** and that they chofe to expofe to fuch danger 
“ the perfons of others, rather than thdr own?” 
The remainder, though they did not difapprove of 
the advice, were yet afraid to follow it. this, 
Publius Smpronius Tuditanus, a military tribune, 
addrefled them th«s: **Doye choofe, then, to be 
** taken prifoners by a moil rapacious and cruel 
** enemy , to have a price fet upon your heads, by 
** men who will examine, whether you are a citizen 
** of Rome, or a Latine confederate, in-order to 
“ pay a compljlment to others, by heaping indignity 
** and mifery upon yourfelves ? Surely not, if ye bie 
** really fellow-citizens of the conful .SmiKus, who 
*< preferred an honouraUe death to a life oi dif- 
** honour, and of fuch a number of brave men, 
** who lie in heaps around him. But, before the 

“ light 
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** tH^ overtakes ns, and more numerous bodies BOOK 
“ ctt the enemy ftop up the way, let us fally forth XXII. 
“ &roo^ thole, who, without any order or regu- 
** larity, make this noife before our gates ; courage 
** «Dd ^ fword find a pafiage through the clofeft 
** battalions; this open and loofe band we will 
** penetrate in the form of a wedge. Come on, 

*< then, ye who wilh the prefervation of yourfelves 
** and the commonwealth, follow me.*’ So faying, 
he drew his fword, and, with the troops ^ho 
chofe to follow him, formed as he had propofed, 
made his way through the tnidft of the enemy. 

Here the Numidian javelins being thrown againft 
their right fides, which weie uncovered, they re- 
moved thdr fhields to their right hands, and thus, 
to the number of fix hundred, efie^ed a paffage 
into the larger camp; proceeding thence, in con- 
junSion with the other greater body, they arrived 
fafie at Canufium. Such were the proceedings of 
the vanquifhed, dilated rather by accident, or each 
man’s particular feeling, than by deliberation among 
thcmfelves, or the orders of any. 

LL When the Carthaginians, flocking round Han- 
nibal, congratulated him on the victory, and recom- 
mended, that, after going through the fatiguing bufi- 
nefs of fo great a battle, he fhould take himfelf, and 
allow the wearied foldiers, rejipfe during the re- 
mainder of that day and the enfuing night ; Mahar- 
bal, general of cavalry, who was of opinion that no 
time fhould be loft, faid to him, “ that you may be 
** conmeed how much has b^ accomplifhed by 
« this engagement, on the fifth day following you 
** fhall ieaft, vidorious, in the Capifol. Follow me : 

** I will advance with the horfe, that the enemy 
** may fee me arrived, bfifore they are apprifed of 

my being on the way.” To Hannibal thefe hopes 
appeared too languine, and the profped too vaft for 

his 
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B O O K bis mind to comprehend at iir{l»view. He thoefore 
XXU. replied, that he applauded Maharbal’s zeal ; bat 
“ the affair required time for confideratkm/* On 
B!c.‘fi6. ^bicb Maharbal obferved, I perceive diat dm 
* ** gods do not beftow on the fame pertbn all bands 
** of talents. You, Hannibal, know how to acquire 
“ vidory, but you know not how to ufe it.** 
There is good reafon to believe that the delay that 
day proved the prefervation of the city, and of the 
empire. On the day following, as foon as Ught ap* 
peared, his troops applied themfelves to the col> 
lefling of the fpoils, and in viewing the carnage 
made, which was fuch as Ihocked even enemies ; fb 
many thoufand Romans, horfemen and footmen, 
lay promifeuoufly on the held, as chance had thrown 
them together, either in the battle, or Sight. Some, 
whom their wounds, being pinched by the morning 
cold, had roufed from their poffure, were pit to 
death, by the enemy, as they were rifing up, covered 
with blood, from the ntidll of the heaps of carcafes. 
Some they found lying alive, with their thighs and 
hams cut, who, {flipping their necks and throats, 
defirtd them to fpill what remained of their blood. 
Some were found, with their heads buried in the 
earth, in holes which it appealed they had made for 
thmfelves, and covering then aces with *eardi 
thrown'lover them, had ♦’•'mr been fuffivated. The 
attention of all wawpartici-.aily attraded by a living 
Numidian with his nofe and eais ftrangely mangled, 
if retched under a dead Roman ; and wlio, when his 
hands had been rendered unable to hold a weapon, 

aff 


being exafperated to madnefs, had expired in the 
of tearing his antagoniil; with bis teeth. * ‘ 


Lll. After a great pait of the day had been 
fpent in gathering the fpciji^, Hannibal led his troops 
to attack the fmaller camp ; and firif, by. drawing a 
trench acrofs, excluded the garrifon from the river : 

but 
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but tbe mffl, bang fpent with labour, watching, and BOOK 
wounds, capitulated fooner than he had expeded. XXII. 
It was agre^, that, befides furrendering their arms - « ’ ^ 
and horfes, there fliould be paid for each Roman 
cituen three hundred denarii*, for an ally two 
hundred t, for a Have an hundred | ; and that, on 
laying down this ranfom, they Ihould depart with 
fingle garments. On this, they received the enemy 
into the camp, and were all put into cuftody, but 
feparately; that is, the citizens and allies each by 
themfelves. During the time fpent here, fuch part 
of the troops, in the greater camp, as had fufficient 
ftrength and courage, amounting to four thoufand 
footmen, and two hundred horle, had made their 
efcape to Canufium ; fome in bodies, others, ftrag- 
glhig different ways, through the country, a method 
equuly fafe. The camp was furrendered to the 
enemy by the wounded, and thofe who had ffayed 
through want of courage, and on the fame terms as 
for the others. Abundance of fpoil was found ; and 
the whole, (except the men and horfes, and what* 
ever iilver there was, moll of which was on the trap* 
pings of the latter, for there was then very little ufed 
at the table, particularly in the held,) was given up 
to be plundered. Hannibal then ordered the bodies 
of hfi men to be colied:ed and buried : they are faid 
to have amounted to eight thoufand of the bfaveff of 
his. troops. Some writers fay, Aat he alfo fearched 
for, and interred the Roman conful. Thofe who 
efcaped to Canufium, and who received, from the 
inhabitants, no farther relief than admittance within 
their walls and houfes, were fupplied vrith com, 
clothes, and fubfiftence, by a woman of Apulia, 
named Bufa, eminent for her birth and riches ; in 
requital of which munificence, high honours were 
afterwards paid to her, by the fenate, at the conclu- 
fion of the war. 


f 61. 58. 2d. 4- jh 7^ 

Llll. Now, 
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BOOK LHl* Now, although there were four military 
XXII. tribunes prefent at Canufium; of the hrft legum, 
Fabius Maximus, whofe father had been dilator the 
b!c. ais before ; of the fecond, Lucius Publicius Biba> 

* lus, and Publius Cornelius Scipio ; and, of the third, 
Appius Claudius Pulcher, who had been sedile the 
lad year ; yet the command in chief was, vdth uni- 
verfal confent, conferred on Publius Scipio; then 
very young, in conjunction with Appius Claudius. 
While thefe, with a few others, were confulting on 
the meafures requifite in this emergency, they were 
told by Publius Furius Philus, fon to a man of con- 
fular ^gnity, that it was vain for them to cherifli 
‘‘ hopes in a cafe pad retrieving; for the cem- 
mpnwealth was defpaired of, and lamented: as 
“ k)d. That feveral young men of the nobility, 
“ at whofe head was Lucius Cascilius MeteUus, 
“ were meditating a fcheme of putting to fea, 
“ with intent to abandon Italy, and go over to the 
“ king of fome other country.” This didreding 
incident, befides having in itfelf the mod fetal ten- 
dency, coming unexpeAedly, and immediately after 
fo many difaders, fuiprifed and adoniihed th^ 
to fuch a degree, that they lod for a time all 
thought and motion ; thofe who were prefent then, 
advifing that a council Ihould be called on the''fub- 
jeCt; Sc%>io, a youth dedined by fete to condud 
the wai' to a concluftnn, faid, that this was not a 
“ fubjeCk for council; the bufinefs required not 
deliberation, but fortitude and adkion. He bade 
** thofe come with him, that moment, in arms, who 
“ w'ilhed the prefervation of the commonwealth ; for 
“ no place,” faid he, “ can you more ti’uly call an 
** enemy’s camp^ than that wherein fuch d^gnsare 
** agitated.” Inimediately he proceeded, attended 
by a tew, to the lodging,,pf MeteUus ; and finding 
there the youths, whe had been mentioned, af- 
fembled in confultation, he held his drawn fword 
over their heads as they fat, and faid, “ with fince- 

“ rity 
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rity of heart 1 fwear, that 1 will not defert the BOOK 
“ commonwealth of the Roman people; neither XXII. 


will I fufier any other Roman citizen to defert it. 
“ if, knowingly, I break this oath, then do diou, 
“ Jupiter, fupremely good and great, overwhelm, 
** in the fevered rtun, myfelf, my hodfe, my dunily, 
“ and my fortune. Lucius Csecilius, and the red 
of you, here prefent, I inlid upon your taking 
“ the fame oath: he that will not fwear, be it 


Y,R.fj6. 
B,C. 2 i5v 


known, that againd him this fword is drawn.’’ 
Terrified no lefs than if they had feen the victorious 
Hannibal, they all took the oath, and furrendered 
themfelves to Scipio, to be kept in cudody. 


LIV. , While fhefe things paffed at Canulium, 
about four thoufand horfe and foot, who, in the 
flight, had been difperfed through the country, 
came to the conful at Venufia. Thefe were all cfidri- 
buted by the Venufians through thdr feveral families, 
where they were received and treated with kindned. 
They alfo gave to each horfeman a gown and tunic, 
and twenty*five denarii * ; and to each footman ten 
denarii t, and fuch arnii^ as were wanted; and 
every other , hofpitable attention was ihewn them, 
both by the 'public and by private perfons; all ex- 
erting themfelves, that the Venufian date mig^t not 
be out-done, in kindnefs, by a woman of Canu- 
fium. However, the great nund^r of her gueds, 
which amounted now to ten thoufand, made the 
burthen heavier on Bufa. Appius and Scipio, as 
loon as they learned that one of the confuls was 
alive, ind^tly difpatched to him an account of the 
number of horfe and foot which we^e with them ; 
at the fame time defiring his orders, whether the^ 
troops Ihould be brought to him in Venufia, or re- 
main at Canulium. Varno led over his forces 

♦ 
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B 6 0 K to Canufium. And now, there was f(Miie appear* 
‘ ^ confular army, and they feemed capid>le of 

y,R ,- 5 , defending themfelves, though not with their arms 
B.C. ai6. alone, yet certainly with the help of walls. At Rome 
accounts were received, that not even thefe relics of 
die citizens add allies had furvived, but that both 
armies, with the confuls, were utterly cut off. 
Never, while the city itfelf was in fafety, did fuch a 
degree of difmay and confufion prevail within the 
wdls of Rome. I therefore ihrink from the talk ; 
and will not undertake to defcribe a fcene, of which 
any reprefentation that 1 could give, would hdl fliort 
of the reality. The report was ; not of fuch another 
wound being received, as when a conful and an>army 
were loft, the year before, at the Tralimenus, but of 
a multiplicity of difafters ; of both armies, together 
with both confuls, being loft ; that the Romans had 
now neither camp, nor general, nor foldier exifting j 
that Hannibal was in pofteflion of Apulia, Samnium, 
and of almoft all Italy. Certainly we know no other 
nation whofe fpirit would not have been wholly 
crulhed under fuch an immenfe load of misfortunes. 
Can I compare with it the difafter, fuffered by 
the Carthaginians, in the fea-Bght at the iEgatian 
iflands, by which they were fo difpirited that they 
gave jUp Sicily and Sardinia, and were Content 
thenceforth to pay tribute and taxes ? Or, the lofs of 
the battle in Africa, under which this fame Hannibal 
afterwards funk ? In no particular are they to be 
compared, except in this, that the latter, under their 
calamities, difplayed nothing like an equal degree of 
magnanimity. 

'' LV. The praetors, Publius Furius Philus, and 
Marcus Pomponius, convened the fenate in the Ctu 
ria Hoftilia, to confult on the means of providing 
for the fecurity of* the city. They took it for 
granted that, the armies b^g deftroyed, the enemy 

would 
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would come diredly to attack Rome, the only obj^ B O® K 
which remained to be accompliflied in order to fimfli , . 

the war. As, in a cafe of fuch extreme danger, the yTod 
ext^t of which was not thoroughly known, they b.C. ai5. 
found it difficult to refolve on any plan, and were, 
at the fame time, ftunned with the cries and lamenta- 
tions of the women; for no poiitive information 
being yet received, the living and dead were, all 
together, lamented as loft, in almoft every houfe. 

Quintus Fabius Maximus gave his opinion, that 
** fwift horfemen Ihould be fent along the Appian 
and Latine roads, who, inquiring from any whom « 

** they (hould meet, ftraggling in thdr flight from 
** the field, might perhaps bring back information as 
** to the real fituation of the confuls and the armies ; 

and, if the immortal gods, in compaffion to the 
** empire, 'had left any remnant of the Roman 
** name ; where thefe forces were ; to what quarter 
** Hannibal direfted his route, after the battle; 

“ what were his intentions ; what he was doing and 
“ preparing to do. Thefe particulars ought to be 
“ inquired into, and afcertained, by a&ive young 
** men ; and the fenatp^s themlelves, as there was 
** not a fufficient number of magiftrates, ought to 
undertake the part of quieting the tumult and dif- 
“ oMer of the city ; to remove the women from the 
“ public places, and oblige them to confine them- 
** felves within their own doors ; to reftrain the la- 
“ mentations of the feveral families ; to caufe filence 
** in the city ; to take care that expreifes arriving 
“ with any intelligence, be conduced to the prae- 
** tors and to make every perfon wait, in his own 
“ houfe, for information refpefting his own con- 
** cems. That they fhould moreover place guards 
“ at the gates, to hinder any from going out, and 
“ force men to place their only hope of prefervation 
“ in the ftrength of their walls and works. That 
** when the tumult fhould be appeafed, then the fe- 
** nators might properly be called back into the 

03 “ houfe 
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K ** houfe to deliberate on meafures for the defence of 

b!^2i 1 LVI. This opinion being unanimoufly approved, 
and the crowd being removed out of the Forum by 
the magiftrates, the f<mators difperfed themfelves on 
all fides to quiet the commotions; and then, at 
length, a letter was brought from the conful Te- 
rentius, informing them, that “ the conful Lucius 
^milius, and the army, were cut off; that he 
“ himfelf was at Canuiium, collecting, as from a 
' “ fliipwreck, the relics of fuch a dreadful n^or- 
“ tune; that there were, with him, about ten 
thoufand men, belonging to many different corps, 
** and not yet formed into regular bodies. That 
“ the Carthaginian, Ihewing neither the fpirit of a 
“ conqvieror, nor the conduCt of a great general, 
“ lay Itill at Cannae, bargaining about the prifoners 
and other booty.” Then the Ioffes of private fa- 
milies alfo were made known through their feveral 
houfes ; and fo entirely was the whole city filled with 
grief, that the anniverfary feftival of Ceres w'as 
omitted, becaufe it is not^jid^*^^^ble for perfons in 
mourning to celebrate it, and there was not, at the 
time, one matron who was not fo habited. Left, 
therefore, for the fame reafon, other feftivals, public 
or private, might be left uncelebrated, the wearing 
of that drefs was, by a decree of fenate, limited to 
thirty days. Now, when the tumult in the city was 
compofed, and the fenators re-affembled in their 
houfe, another letter was brought from Sicily, from 
the pro-praetor Titus Otacilius, ftating, that “ a 
“ Carthaginian fleet was ravaging the dominions of 
** Hiero ; and that, when he was preparing to carry 
afliftance to him, in compliance with his earneft 
** requeft, he had received intelligence that another 
fleet lay at the ^gatkui iflands, prepared for battle, 
» and intending, as foon as th^ learned that he had 
gone away to guard the coall of Syracufe, to fall 

“ immediately 
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** immediately on Lilyb^eum, and other parts of the B O u K 
“ Roman province. If, therefore, they wifh^ to XXH. 
“ proted Sicily, and the kigg their ally, a re-inforce- 
“ ment of fliips muft be fent.** B.C.ai6i 


LVII. When the letters of the conful and pro- 
praitor were read, it was refolved that Marcus Clau- 
dius, who commanded the fleet lying at Oftia, ihould 
be fent to take the command of the forces at Canu- 
flum ; and that a letter (hould be written to the conful, 
direOing, that as foon as he had delivered the army 
to the praEtor, he fliould, with all the expedition 
confilHng with the public good, come to Rome. In 
addition to all their misfortunes, people were alfo 
terrified by feveral prodigies ; and, particularly, by 
two veftals, Opimia and Floronia, being, in that 
year, convidted of incontinence ; one of them was, 
according to cuftom, buried alive, near the Colline 
gate ; the other voluntarily put an end to her own 
life. Lucius Cantilius, fecretary to one of thofe, 
whom we now call the leflfer pontiffs, who had 
debauched Floronia, was, by order of the chief 
pontiff*, fcourged in thei^Forum, with fuch feverity, 
that he expired under the punifhment. This enor- 
mity,, happening in the midft of fo many calamities, 
was, as ufual in fuch cafes, converted into a prodigy, 
and the decemvirs were ordered to confult the books. 
Quintus Fabius Pidtor was fent alfo to Delphi, to con- 
fult the oracle, and difcover by what fupplications, 
and worlhip, they might be able to appeafe the 
gods ; and by what means a flop might be put to 
fuch a heavy train of misfortunes. Meanwhile, ac- 
cording to the diredtions of the bogks of the fates, 
feveral extraordinary facrifices were performed ; 
among which a male and female Gaul, and a male 
and female Greek, were buried alive in the cattle 
market, in a vault built round with ftone ; a place 
which had already, by a pradiice abhorrent from the 
temper of the religion of Rome, been polluted with 

G 4 human 
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bIPo K human vidlms. When it was thought diat (uffi- 
XXII. cient atonement had been made to the wrath of the 
gods, Marcus Claudius Marcellus difpatched from 
b!c.2i6. *0 Rome, for the fecurity of the city, one 

thoufand five hundred men, whom he had there, 
and who had been railed for the fervice of the fleet. 
He alfo fent on before him the marine legion, 
which was the third, under command of the military 
tribunes, to Teanum, in the territory of Sidicinum ; 
and thon, having delivered the command of the fleet 
to his colleague, Publius Furius Philus, he repaired 
himfelf, in a few days, by forced marches, to' Ca* 
nufium. Purfuant to direftions of the fenate^^ Mar- 
cus Junius was nominated diftator, and Tiberius 
Sempronius mt^er of the horfe. They proclaimed 
a levy, and enlifted all the youth of feventeen years 
and upwards, and even fome under that age, of 
whom they completed four legions, and a thoufand 
horfe. Envoys were alfo fent to the allies, and La- 
tine confederates, with a requilition of their contin- 
gents of troops, as fpecified by treaty. Orders were 
iflued for preparing armour, weapons, and other 
neceflaries ; and they evQi took down from the 
temples and porticoes the old fpoils taken from ene- 
mies. The urgent neceflity, and the fcarcity of 
men of free condition, occalioned their adopting a 
new mode of railing foldiers, and in an extraordinary 
manner. They purchafed, with the public money, 
eight thoufand uout young flaves ; alking each, 
whether he was willing to ferve in the wars ; and 
then gave them arms. They preferred employ- 
ing this kind of foldiers, though they had it in 
their power to have ranfomed the prifoners at a 
lefs expence. 

L^II. Hannibal, intoxicated with his great fuc- 
cefs at Cannx, conduced himlelf as if, inftead of 
having a war to profecute, he had already brought it 
to a conclufion. Ordering the prifoners to be brought 

forth. 
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forth) he feparated the allies from the reft; and, B ■o 9 i 
with expreflions of kindnefs, difmifled them witliout ^ 
ranfom, as he had done formerly at the Trebia, and y.*R^m& 
the lake Traiimenus. Even the Romans he called b^. 216^ 


bdbre him ; and, contrary to his former practice, 
addrefled them in very mild terms, telling them, 
that ** he meant not to' carry the war to the extinc* 
“ tion of .the Romans, but fought for glory and em- 
“ pire. That, as his predeceffors had yielded to the 
Roman bravery, fo he,*on his part, was now endea> 
« vouring to make others yield, in turn, to his va- 
** lour and good fortune. Wherefore he would give 
than perrniffion to ranfom themfelves; and the 
“ terms fhould be, five hundred denarii * for each 


“ horfeman, three hundred t for srtbotman, and a 
“ hundred for a flave Though the ranfom of the 

horfeman was hereby raifed beyond the rate fiipu* 
lated on their furrendering, yet they joyfully em- 
braced any terms. It was determined, that they 
ibould choofe, by their own fuifrages, ten of their 
number, who fhould go to Rome to the fenate ; and 
of their faith, no other fecurity was required than 
their oath, that they would return. With thefe was 
fent Carthalo, a noble Carthaginian, who, if.he per- 
ceive^ an inclination towards peace, was to propofe 
the terms. After they had fet out from the camp, 
one of them, a man devoid of Roman principles, 
pretending to have forgotten fomething, with a view 
of evading his oath, returned into the camp, and 
afterwards, before night, overtook his companions. 
When it was reported at Rome, that they were 
coiping^ a li£tor was fent to meet Carthalo, with 
orders, in the name of the dictator, that he fhould 
quit the Roman territories before night. 


LESto. The deputies of the prifoners, being by 
the di&ator admitted to an au^ence of the fenate. 
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the principal of them, Marcus Junius, fpoke to this 
effeA : ** Confcript Fathers, none of us is ignorant, 
** that no other ftate ever confiders priibners in a 
“ lower light than outs does. However, unlefs we 
are too partial to our own caufe, none, who ever 
“ fell into the power of an enemy, lefs deferred to 
** be neglected than we do. For we did not, through 
“ cowardice, furrender our arms in the field ; but, 
** after having protrafted the battle until near night, 
flaoding on the heaped bodies of the flain, we 
retreated within our works. During the remain- 
“ der of that day, and the enfuing night, fpent as 
“ we were with toil and wounds, we yet defended 
** our camp. Next day, being entirely furrounded 
“ by the army of the conquerors, and debarred 
from accefs to water, having no hope of forcing a 
way through their numerous bands, and not con- 
“ ceiving it criminal, that, after the flaughter of 
“ fifty thoufand of our army, any Roman fol- 
** diet fiiould furvive the battle of Cannae, we, 
“ at length, agreed to terras of ranfom, on 
“ which our liberty fhould be purchafed j and we 
“ delivered to the enemy our weapons, when they 
** could no longer ferve to defend us. We had 
“ heard that our anceltors ranfomed themfelves with 
gold from the Gauls ; and that our fathers, not- 
“ withftanding their utter diflike to the acceptance of 
“ the terms of peace, yet fent ambaffadors to Taren^ 
turn, for the purpofe of ranfoming prifoners. Yet, 
“ both the fight at the Allia with the Gauls, and 
“ that at Heraclea with Pyrrhus, may be called dif- 
graceful, on account of the panic and flight. 
“ Whereas the plains of Cannae are overfpread with 
** heaps of flaughtered Romans ; and, that we fur- 
“ vive, is owing to no other caufe, than from tlM|^my 
** having, in killing, exhaufted their flrength.^phere 
** are, befides, fome of our number who 'are not 
“ even chargeable with flying the field ; having 
been left to guard the camp, when that was fur* 

“ rendered 
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rendered, they fell intd the hands of the enemy. 

I envy not the good fortune, or the iituation, of 
any fellow citizen or fellow foldier, nor do I wilh, 
by deprelfing another, to exalt myfelf ; but furely, 
unlefs there is fome prize due to fwifmefs of foot, 
thofe men who fled, leaving molt of their 
arms behind, and never halted until they came 
to Venufla, or Canufium, cannot juflly claim 
a preference before us, or boaft of themfelves as 
more capable of affording defence to the com- 
monwealth. However, ye will find them on 
trial good and valiant foldicrs, and will find 
us alfo the more heartily zealous in our coun- 
try’s caufe, from the confideration of having 
been, in kindnefs, redeemed and reinllated by 
you. Ye are eulifting men of every age and 
condition. I hear that eight thoufand flaves 
are to be armed. Our number is not inferior 
to that, and we may be ranfomed at lefs ex- 
pence than they are purchafed. A compari- 
Ibn between ourl’elves and them would be an 
infuit on the name of Roman. 1 think, Con- 
fcript Fathers, that, in iuch a cafe, this circumftance 
alfo deferves confideration, (if ye choofe to aft to- 
wards us with a degree of rigour, which we have, 
by no means, merited,) the nature of the enemy, . 
in whofe hands ye would leave us, whether he 
is fuch as Pyrrhus, who treated us, when his pri- 
foners, as if we were his guelts ; or a barbarian, 
and a Carthaginian ; of whom it can fcarcely be 
determined, whether his avarice or cruelty be 
greater. If ye were to behold the chains, the 
Iqualid drefs, and the raiferable looks of your 
countrymen, the fight, I am convinced, would 
ou not lefs deeply, than if ye faw your 
proftrate on the plains of Camiaj. Ye 
e obferve the folitude, and the tears of 
'*■ our 
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stfOK ** our relations, who ftand in the porch of yotir 
. XXII. ^ «« fenate houfe, waiting for your determination } 
y rCJj* “ when they fuflFer fuch fufpenfe and anatiety 
B.C.316. " fof us, and for thofe who are abfent, what 
do ye fuppofe muft be the (late of thofe men’s 
minds whofe liberty and life are at flake? 
** Believe me, that, even fhould Hannibal, con* 
« trary to his nature, behave with lenity towards 
** us, yet life would be no gratification, after 
“ having been adjudged by you unworthy of be- 
** ing ranfomcd. Formerly, prifoners, difmiffed 
by Pyrrhus without ranfom, returned home 
“ to Rome. But they returned with ambafla* 
** dors, the principal men in the ftate, who had 
b^ fent for the purpofe of ranfoming them, 
should I return to my country, whom my fel- 
** low citizens have not valued, as .worth three 
“ hundred denarii } Confcript Fathers, every man 
** has his own way of thinking ; I know that my 
** perfon and life are in hazard : but I am more 
deeply affeded by the danger to our reputation, left 
we fhould appear to be reje&ed and condemned 
** by you. For the world will never believe that ye 
“ were aduated by the motive of faving money.” 

LX. When he ceafed fpeaking, the ’multitude, 
who flood in the Comitium, inflantly raifed a la- 
mentable cry, and firetching their hands toward 
the fenate houfe, befought the members to reflore 
to them their children, their brethren, and re- 
lations. Their fears, and the urgency of the cafe, 
had brought a number of women alfo among the 
crowd of men in the Forum. The fenate, as foon as 
the houfe was cleared, took the matter into confi- 
deration. Opinions were different ; fonu^Hcom- 
mended that the prifoners fhould be raiwHId at 
the exp&ice of the public j others, that th^public 

money 
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iDoney fliould not be expended, but that they fhould B oi^ K 
not be hindered from ranfoming themfelves, with X Xll. ^ 
thdr own private property; and that, to fuch as y 
wanted money at prefent, it fliouid be lent out of B.c.ai^ 
die treafury, on their indemnifying the nation by 
fureties and mortgages. Titus Manlius Torquatus, 
a man who carried primitive ftriftnefs, as many 
thought, to too great a degree of rigour, on being 
alked his opinion, fpoke to this eSe^ : ** Had the 
** demands of the deputies, in favour of thofe who 
“ are in the hands of the enemy, gone no farther 
** than to their being ranfomed, I fhould, without 
** offering cenfure on any of them, have delivered 
** my judgment in few words ; for what elfe would 
be requiflte than to admonifh you, to maintain the 
“ praftice tranlmitted from your fore&thers, and 
to adhere to a precedent effential to military dif* 

** cipline? But now, fince they have, in a man- 
“ ner, made a merit of having furrendered them- 
** felves to the foe, and claimed a 'preference, not 
only over thofe who were made prifoners in the 
“ field, but even over thofe who made their way 
“ to Venufia and Canufium, and over the con- 
** fill Caius Terentius himfelf, I will not let you re« 

“ main ignorant, Confcript Fathers, of any of the 
circuiiillances which occurred on the occafion. 


And I wifh that the, reprefentations, which I 
“ am going to lay before you, were made in the 
«* prefence of the troops themfelves at Canufium, 
** the moft competent witneffes of every man’s 
** cowardice and bravery ; or, at leaft, that one par- 
** ticular perfon were prefent here, Publius Sem> 
** pronius, the counfel and example of which officer; 
** had thofe foldiers thought proper to follow, they 
“ ^^^Id to-day be Romans in thdr own camp, not 
** l^iners in that of the enemy. But as 'the 
** Carthaginians were fatigued with fighting, or to* 
tally occupied in rejoicing for their fuccefs, in 
** which ftate indeed molt of them had even retired 
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BOOK into their camp,— they had it in thcw power 
. XXH. ^ « during the whole night to extricate theq^lv^ 
“ by rallying forth j and though feven thouland 
foldiers had been able to force their way, even 
“ through clofe battalions, yet they, ndthw of 
' “ themlelves, offered to attempt the fame, nor 
“ were willing to follow the lead of anttther. 
Publius Sempronius Tuditanus never , ceafed ad* 
viffng and exhorting them, that while the num* 
“ bers of the enemy round the camp were few, 
“ while quiet and Alence prevailed, while the night 
“ covered their defign, they would follow where 
“ he Ihould lead ; affuring them that, before day 
“ light, they might arrive in places of fafety 
“ in the cities of their allies. If he had faid in 
like manner, as in the time of our grand>fathers, 
“ Publius Decius, military tribune in Samnium, 
“ fpoke, or, as in our own time, and in the for- 
“ mer Punic war, Calphurnius Flamma faid to Ae 
“ threehundred volunteers, whenhewas leading them 
“ to feize on an eminence fituated in the midff of Ae 
“ enemy, Soldieus, LEt usdie, and by ourdeatiis 

“ EXTRICATE THE SURROUNDEO LEGIONS FROM THE 

“ ambuscade. — ^If Publius Sempronius had fpoken 
“ thus, I fay, he could not furely deem you either 
“ Romans or men, if no one appeared ready to accom- 
“ pany him in fo brave an enterprife. But Hill he 
“ points out the way which leads not to glory only 
“ but to fafety. He Aews how ye may return to 
“ your country, your parents, wives, and children* 
“ Doyewantfpirit foryourownprefervation? What 
“ would ye do if the caufe of your country ];equHed 
“ your death ? Fifty Aoufand of your countrymen 
and allies lie around you ilain on that lame day. 
“ If fo many examples of bravery do not roufe 
“ you, nothing will ever roufe you ; if a 
carnage has not infpired contempt of life, no oAer 
“ will. While in freedom and fafety, wiA for your 
“ country : do this as long as it is your country. 

« It 
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“ It is now too late for you to wifli for it, ^when ye B 6 O K 
“ are divefted of its privileges, disfranchifed of the 
“ rights of citizens, and become flaves of the Car- 
“ thaginians. Will ye return, on terms of purchafe, g’c ’ai6,* ' 
** to that condition, which ye relinquilhed through 
** pufillanimity and cowardice ? To Publius Sem- 
pronius, your countryman, ordering you to take 
arms and follow him, ye would not liften ; ye 
hftened foon after to Hannibal, ordering you to 
** betray your camp to him, ajid furrender your 
“ arms. Why do I charge them with cowardice, 

“ when I may charge them with aftions highly cri- 
“ minal ? for they not only refufed to folbw the 
« perfon who gave them the beft advice, but at- 
“ temped to hinder and to flop him, had not his 
“ gallant companions with their drawn fwords 
“ cleared the way of thofe daftards. I affirm, that 
“ Publius Sempronius was obliged to force his 
“ paffilge through a body of his countrymen, before 
“ he broke through that of the enemy. Has our 
“ country any reafon to wifh , for fuch citizens as 
“ thefe; to whom, if the reft had been like, we 
“ Ihould not have had this day one citizen of thofe 
“ who fought at Cannae. Out of feven thoufand 
“ men, fix hundred were found, who had fpirit to 
“ force their way, who returned home with freedom 
“ and their arms, forty thoufand of the enemy not 
“ being able to flop them. How fafely then do ye 
“ fijppmfe might a band of near two legions have 
“ palfed ? In that cafe, Confcript Fathers, ye would 
“ .have had this day, at Canufium, twenty thoufand 
“ fol^iersf brave and faithful. But how can thefe 
“ men be good and faithful citizens, (for to bravery 
“ they do not themfelves lay claim,) after having 
“ attempted to ftop the fally of thofe that wilhed 
“ to truft all to their fwords? Or who can fup- 
“ pofe, that they do not look with envy on the 
“ lafety and glory, which the others have acquired 

“ by 
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BOOK by their valour, while they fee themfelvea Deduced 
, XXn. ^ « by their fear and cowardice, to ignominious 
y “ flavery. The entire band chofe to remain in 
b’c/sis! tents, and wait the approach of dayy and of 

** the enemy, at the fame time i though durnii^ the 
** filence of the night they had a fair oppoMtunity of 
** effeAing their efcape. But ’though they wanted 
** confidence to fally out of the camp, they had 
courage valiantly to defend it. Being bweged 
“ for feveral days and nights, they prote^ed their 
** rampart by arms: at length, after the utmoft 
** efforts and fufferings, when every fupport of life 
** failed, when their ftrength was wafted through 
** hunger, and they could no longer bear up under 
“ their arms, they were overcome by neceffities 
** too powerful for human nature to fuflain, and a 
** part with Sempronius gained the greater camp. 
“ Now, at fun rife, the enemy approached the ram- 
** part, and before the fecond hour thefe men who 
had refufed to accompany him without trying the 
** ilTue of any difpute, furrendered their arms and 
“ themfelves. Here, then, is the amount of their 
** martial performances during two days ; when they 
“ ought to have flood in their ports in the battle, 
“ and fought, they then fled to their camp ; which, 
“ inftead of defending, they furrendered; fhewing 
** themfelves equally ufelefs there, and in the field. 
** Shall I then ranfom fuch as you ? When ye ought 
** to fally forth from your camp, ye hefitate and 
^ flay there ; and when flaying, there is a necelTity 
** for defending it, ye make furrender of your arms, 
“ and yourfelves. Confcript Fathers, I ^ould no 
more vote for ranfoming thofe men, than I would 
** for delivering up to Hannibal the others, who 
“ forced their way out of the camp, throu^ the 
“ midft of the enemy, and by the higheft exertions 
“ of valour reftored themfelves to thdr country " 


LXL After 
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T.TL tim difcourfe of Manlius, notvith- BOOK 
i^aiiding that molt of the fenators had relations among X RIl. ^ 
die prifoners, yet, befides the maxim generally ob- 
ferved by the ftate, which, from the earlieft times, B.C.ai$! 
had (hewed very little tendernefs towards fuch, 
the conlideration of the money requifite for the 
ranfora operated with them as a powerful argu* 
ment; indeed they were unwilling either that the 
treafury Ihould be exhaulted, from which a great 
fum h^ already been ilTued for purchafin^ and arm- 
ing the Haves for fervice, or that Hannibal Ihould 
receive fo conliderable a fupply, and of which he was 
faid to (land in the greatell: need. A harlh anfwer 
then bdng given, that the prifoners Ihould not be 
ranfomed, and this new caufe of grief, in the lofs 
of fo many citizens, bdng added to the former, the 
people efcorted the deputies to the gate with abun- 
dance of tears and lamentations. One of the de- 
pt^es left the reft, and went home, as if he had 
fulfilled his oath, by fallacioufly returning into the 
canq». But, as foon as this became known, and 
was ratted to the fenate, they unanimouily voted, 
that he Ihould be feized, and conveyed to Hannibal, 
undtf a,guard appointed by the government. This 
affair of the prifoners is related in another manner : 
that t^ deputies came at firlt ; and that the fenate ' 
were for fome time in doubt whether they ihould be 
admitted into the city or not ; but that at length per- 
mifiion was granted them to enter it : but Hill they 
were refufed an audience of the fenate: and that 
afterwards, on thdr Haying longer than the relt ex* 
pe&ed, ^ee others were fent, Lucius Scribonius, 

Cams Calpumius, and Lucius Manlius. Then, at 
laff, the bufinefs of ranfoming the prifoners was pro* 
poled to the fenate by a plel^an tribune, a relation 
of Scribonius, and thdr determination was, that they 
iBiottid not be ranfomed. On this the three deputies, 
who came laft, returned to Hannibal, but the ten 

H former 
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BOOK former remained at Rome ; as if, by having retomed 
XXll. to Hannibal, after fetting out on their joumey, under 
pretext of getting a complete lift of the jwilonen, 
fulfilled their oath. The queftion, ndiether 
they ihould be delivered up to the vras 

warmly debated in the fenate, and the |iaity vi4io 
voted in the affirmative were overcome by a fmaU 
majority. However, they were by the next cett- 
fors fo feverely brandpd with every mark 'of 
ignominy, that fome of them laid violent hands on 
themfelves, and the reft, during all the remainder of 
their lives, fhunned not only the Forum, but almoft 
the public ftreet, and the light. While fuch dif- 
ference, in the reprefentations given by hiftorians, 
may be wondered at, ftill there are no means of dif- 
tinguifliing the truth. The greatnefe of the prefatt 
misfortune, beyond any hitherto fuftained, is de- 
monftrated by this circumftance that the allies, 
who, until this time, had ftood firm in their attach- 
ment, now began to waver ; for no other reafon, 
certainly, than that they defpaired of the cmnrnon- 
wealth. The following ftates a^ually revolted to 
the Carthaginians, during the war : the Atellans, 
the Galatians, the Hirpinians, a part of the Apu- 
lians, the Samnites, excepting the Pentrians, all 
the Bruttians, the Lucanians, and, befides' thefe, 
the Surrentinians ; almoft the whole coaft policed 
by the Greeks, the Tarentines, Metapontines, Cro* 
tonians, Locrians, and all the Ciialpine Gauls^ Tet 
did not ail thefe lofies and revolts of thdr allies fhake 
the firmnefs of the Romans fo far as to induce them 
ever once to make mention of peace, either before 
the conful’s return to Rome, or when his arrival 
renewed the memory of their misfortune. But at 
that very time, fuch magnanimity was (hewn by the 
ftate, that, on the coniul’s approaching the (city, 
after fuch a heavy dilafter, oi wifiBh he, in'peitir 
eular, had been the principal caule, eU :fanss of 

' ' ' people 
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people not only went out in crowds to meet him, B 0 O-K 
even returned him thanks for not having de- JCXll. 
fpaived of the commonwealth;^ whereas, had he y 
beoi a general of the Carthaginians, there is no 
degree of pumilunent beytmd what he muft have 
fufeied/ 
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Thi Campanians revolt to Hannibal. Hanno moves in the 
fenate of Carthage to propofe terms of peace to the Romans $ 
his propofition Jlrenuotfly (ppofed^ and over-^ruled by the Bar» 
cine faBion. Marcellus defeats Hannibal^ in a battle at 
Nola. HannibaPs army enervated by luxurious living at 
Capua. Cafftttmm hefieged by the Carthaginians ^ is reduced 
to fuch extremity by famine^ that the people eat the leathern 
covers of their Jhields^ apd even mice. Om hundred and 
ninety f even new members ^ from the equejlrian order ^ added 
t§ the fenate. Lucius P^umius, prator. with his army^ 
featea by the Gauls^ and fain. Cneius ScipiOf and Publius^ 
overcome Hafdrubal in Spain^ and conquer that country. 
The remaining troops of the army vanquifbed at Canna, 
fent to Sicily^ there to remain during the continuance of the 
war. An alliance formed between Philips king of Macem 
donia^ and Hannibal. Sempronius Gracchus^ confute defeats 
the Campanians. Succefes of Titus Manlius ih Sardinia ; 
he takes prifonersy Hafdrubaly thegeneraly MagOy and Hanno. 
Claudius Marcellus gives HannibaPs army aifecond defeat at 
Nola ; andy at lengthy pves the Ramans hopes if a favour^ 
able termination of the war. t ^ 

LA fter the battle of Cannae, Hannibal, as foonas 
XXHI ^ facked* the Roman czxops^ 

1 removed haftily from Apulia into Samnium, bemg 

1r.R.j;36. invited into the territory of Arpi by Stadus Trebiua, 
^B.C.2 i 6. who promifed to deliver the city of Compfa into his 

hands. 
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liaads. Tr^bius was a native of Gompfa, of confi* BOOK 
derable note among his countrymen, but thwarted 
in his ambitious views by a fa&ion of the Mopfian y 
femily, which, through the favour of the Romans, B.C.*3t&i 
had acquired the principal diredtion of afiairs. 

When an account was recdved of the battle of 
Canna:, and Trebius openly announced the approach 
of Haniubal, the Mopiian party withdrew from the 
city ; *on which it was, without a conteft, furren- 
dered to the Carthaginian, and a garrilbn of lus 
troops received into it. Hannibal, leaving here all 
the booty, together with his baggage, and dividing 
his army into two parts, ordered Mago, with one 
divihon, to receive fuch cities of that country as 
were willing to revolt from the Romans, and if any 
fhould refute, to compel them by force ; while he 
himlelf, at the head of the other, marched through 
the country of Campania, towards the lower fea, 
intending to lay liege to Neapolis, in order to gain 
pofleifion of a fea-port town. On entering the fron- 
tiers of the Neapolitans, he. placed one half of his 
Numidians in ambulh, in places fuited to the pur- 
pofe ; and, in general, the roads run through deep 
valBes, and form windings commodious for conceal- 
ment : the reft he ordered to drive before them, in 
open\iew of the enemy, the prey colleiSied in the 
country ; and to ride up, in a menacing manner, to 
the gates. Againft this party, which appeared to be 
neither regular nor numerous, a fally was made by a 
fquadron of horfe, which, by the others retreating 
on purpofe, was drawn into the ambufcade, fur- 
rounded, and cut to pieces. Nor would one of them 
havd efcaped, had not the fea been fo near, and 
fome velTels, moftly fiihing fmacks, which were, in 
view, at a Imall diftance from ftiore, afforded Ihelter 
to fuch as were able to fwim. Several young men 
of diitin&ion, however, were ilaiu and taken in this 
au^on, among whom fell Hegeas, the general of the 
cavalry^ too eagerly purfuing the enemy in their re- 

H 3 treat. 
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BOOK tmt. The Carthaginian vm deterred froM ufidCY* 
XXm. taking the fiege of the dty, by the fight of the ford- 
ficarions, which fhewed that the enterprife would be 
Bjc.3i6.* attended with confiderable difficulty. 

II. From hence he marched to Capua ; whwe, 
in confequence of a long courfe of profperity, and 
the kind indulgence of fortune, the manners df the 
people were become extremely diflblute and licen- 
' tious ; smd amidft the univerfal corruption, the com- 
mons particularly diftinguifhcd themfelves, by the 
extravagancy of their conduft, carrying thdr no- 
tions of liberty to the moil unbounded excelk. A 
perfon, named Pacuvius Calavius, of noble birth, 
and, at the fame time, a great favourite of the ple- 
beians, but indebted for his popularity to intrigues 
of no very honourable kind, had rendered thefehate 
dependent on his will, and that of the commons. 
He happened to be invefted with the chief magif- 
tracy during that ycai , wherein the Romans were 
defeated at the Trafimenus ; and fufpefted that, 
on an opportunity fo favourable for efieding a 
revolution, the commons, who had fo long har- 
boured a,bitter animofity againll the fenate, would 
attempt fome iniportant enterprize; and that, if 
Haiuubal fliould come into thofe parts with hfs vic- 
torious army, they would even go fo far as to mur- 
der the fenate, and deliver Capua into the hands of 
the Carthaginians. Though a man of profligate 
manners, yet, not being utterly abandoned, be pre^ 
ferred ruling the commonwealth in its prefent fettled 
ftate to any power which he could hope for, in cafe 
of its lubvcrfi:)n; and knowing the impofiibility 
of any ftate remaining fettled, if deftitute of coun- 
fel to dired its affairs, he fet about the execution 
of a plan wheieby he might preferve the fenate, 
and, at the fame time, keep it in awe of lumfelf 
and his pirty. Having convened that body, he 
began, by telling them, “ that the defign « re- 

“ Tolting 
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toMng from the Romans, tmle& fuch a meafure BOOK;, 
« ihould be found abfolutely necef^, could not RRUI. 
« by any means be agreeable to him, who had y*R«^ 
** c^dren by the daughter of Appius Claudius, and 
had difpoled of a daughter of his own in mar- 
“ riage, at Rome, to Livius; but that, howevar, 

** an affair of much greater moment, and more 
“ alarming tendency, required their attention : for, 

“ the purpofe of the commons was not, bv chang- 
ing fides, to abolifh the authority of the fenate ; 

“ 'but, by maflacring the members to leave the com- 
** monwealth without a head, and in that flatc to de* 

** liver it up to Ilamubal and the Caithaginians. 

“ From this imminent danger, it was in his power, 

** (he faid,) to deliver them, if they would entruft 
themfelves to his management, and, forgetting 
“ party animohties, place entire confidence in him.” 
Overcome by the violence of their fears, they all con- 
fented to be dire6l;ed by him ; on which he faid, ** I 
** will fhut you up in the fenate houfe, appearing as 
** an accomplice in their wicked plot, and while 1 
** feem to approve of defigns. which I fhould in vain 
“ oppofe, 1 will find out a way foi your fafety. For 
** the- performance of this I am willing to give you 
“ any fecuiity which you may demand.” Having 
foleiAnly pledged his faith, he went out, and ordered 
the fenate-houie to be lliut, leaving a guard in the 
porch, with ordeis, that no one fhould go in or out 
without his diredions. 

m. He then convened the people, to whom, he 
laid, “ Campanians, the opportunity for which 
“ j^ou ^ave lo often prayed, of taking vengeance 
“ on a wicked and deleftable fenate, now pre- 
“ fents itfelf in fuch a manner, that you may accom. 

“ plifh your wifhes, without any hazard of danger 
“ to yourfelves, in florming, by foice of arms, their 
feveral houfes which they keep fecured by gar- 
H 4 “ rimns 
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BOOK** rifons of their dependents and flaves. I aA 
KXIIl. ** ready to deliver into your hands, the whde body 
“ of them Ihut up together in the fenate>houfe, un- 
B.C> 316! ** attended, unarmed. Nor need you do any thing 
“ in a hurry, or without conllderation. 1 wlU take 
care that you ihall have full power of pafling fen- 
* tence of life or death on every one of them : fa 

** that each may fufier the punilhment which he has 
“ deferved. Above all things, however, it hooves 
“ you, while you indulge the gratification of your 
“ refentmcnt, to make even that give place to the 
“ care of your own interell and welfare. For, the 
“ objed of your hatred is, as I apprehend, the pre- 
** fent body of fenators ; you do not wiih that the 
commonwealth fhould be entirely without a fenate : 
** for you muft have dther a king, an office univer- 
** fally deteited ; or a fenate, the only kind of go* 
vernment compatible with freedom in a Hate. 
“ You muft therefore do two things at the lame time, 
“ remove the old fenate, and cleft a new one. I 
“ will order each of the fenators to be fummoned 
** before you ; concerning whofe life or death I will 
** require your judgment : whatever your fentence 
“ is, it Ihall be executed. But firft, before punilh- 
“ ment is inflifled on the guilty, you will eleft, into 
** his place, as a new fenator, fome perfon of ability 
** and fpirit.” He then took his feat; and the 
names of the fenators being thrown together into an 
urn, he ordered the firft that happened to come out, 
on foaking the lots, to be proclaimed, and the per- 
fon.himfelf to be brought out from the fenate-houfe. 
On hearing the name, every one eagerly cried out, 
that he was a worthleis charafter, and a wicked mia ; 
and that he deferved punilhment. Pacuvius then 
find, I perceive what judgment has been pafied 
** on this man. He is expelled. In the jroom of 
“ this worthlefs and wicked fenator, eleff one en- 
** dowed with probity and juftice.** A general 

filence 
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ftlence at firft took place, from tke difficult of find* BOOK 
ing a better fubftitute in his room ; and aifterwards, KXI!l. 
fbme one breaking through referve, and propoling a 
certain perfon, a clamour was inftantly faifed loader b’c. 21 ^ 
than the other; fome declaring, that they 

did not know him ; others excltdming, at one time, 
a^nil his fcandalous behaviour, at another, againft 
his meannefs, his fordid poverty, and the difreput- 
able trade or occupation which he followed. The 
lame confequences enfued, and the difficulty Hill in- 
creafed, on the fecond and third fenator being fum> 
moned; all which clearly proved that the people 
difliked the men in queftion, but were totally at a 
lofs for one whom they could fet in his place ; for 
it would anfwer no purpofe to propofe the fame 
perfons a fecond time, whofe nomination had pro- 
duced nothing but a recital of their difgraces, and 
the reft were Hill more mean and obfcure than thofc 
who firft occurred to people’s thoughts. The con- 
fequoace was, that the people withdrew from the 
afiembly, affirming, that the evil with which men 
were bell acquainted was the mod tolerable, and or- 
dering the fenate to be difeharged from cudody. 

IV. Piicuvius, by this obligation conferred on 
the f&ULte, in thus preferving their lives, fo effec- 
tually gained their afieftions, that they were much 
more earnedly difpofed to fupport his intered, than 
that of the commons ; and now, all ranks yielding a 
ready compliance with his deligns, without having 
recourfe to force of arms, he ruled with unlimited 
authority^ Henceforward the fenators, cading off 
all rbgard to their independence and their dignity, 
paid court to the commons, and faluted them in 
courteous terms; invited them, with every expref- 
fion of kiill4fie&, to thdr houfes, and then enter- 
tained thein fumptuoully ; always undertook that 
fide of a controverfy, fupported that caufe, and ap^ 

pointed 
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E o O £ pointed judges agreeable to that party, which wst4 
^XXIU.^ molt popular, and feemed beO: calculatedi ta conf 
ciliate the favour of the populace. No buftnelh 
B^‘ai6. tranfafted in the fenate in any other msomer, 

> than juft as if it had confifted of a fet of plebehtas* 

Tile people had ever been prone to luxurious' en^- 
travagance; not only from an evil piopenftty in 
their nature, but likewife through the profi^ficm of 
voluptuous enjoyments that lay within their reach, 
and the temptations to which they were expofed 
in the midft of every means of gratification which 
land or fea could afibrd. But now, in confe- 
quence of the condcfccnfion and indulgence (hewn 
by perfons of the fit ft confequence, they ran into 
fuch exorbitant cxccfs as fet no limits dther to 
their defires or expences. They had long caft off 
all refped for their own magiftrates, fenate, and 
laws; and now, fince the unfortunate battle of 
Cannae, they began to look with contempt on the 
government of Rome alfo, which alone they had, 
until then, regarded with fome degree of awe. The 
only confiderations that withheld them from an im- 
mediatb revolt, were, that by means of intermar- 
riages contradled in a Jong couife of time, many of 
their moft illuftrious and powerful families were con- 
ne6ted with the Romans ; and, befides that many of 
their countrymen ferved in the Roman armies, their 
ftrongeft motive for reftraining their inclmation, 
was, concern for three hundred horfemen of the 
nobleft families in Campania, who had been feleded 
by the Romans, and fent into feveral garrifons in the 
cities of Sicily. 

V. 'I’he parents and relations of theTe, with great 
difficulty, prevailed on the people tcylii|{jlj|d ambaf* 
fadors to the Roman conful. They him at 
Venufia, attended by a very fmall numbW pf half* 
armed troops, and in fuch a condition as could not 

fail 
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6il to exdte con^stffion in good and aUbsi» B O 0 jC 

and contempt in the faithkfs and proud, fuch as 38X Umj 
were the Campanians. And this contempt of him- 
felf, and of his fituation, the conful alfo increafed nx.xtift 
‘by too unguardedly expofing and difplaying the dif- 
ailrous ftate of his affairs. For, on the ambafiado^s 


telling him that the fetiate and people of Cam- 
paniaSftere much grieved that any misfortune Ihoold 
have ht^pened to the Romans, and promifing 
fupplies of every kind, towards carrying on the war, 
he anfwered, Campanians, in deffring us to call 
on you for fupplies towards maintaining the war, 
“ you have obferved the ufual manner of fpcaldng 
** praftifed between allies, rather than accommo- 
** dated your difcouife to the prefent ftate of our 
“ fortune. For what has been left us at Cannae, 
“ that, as it we had fomething of our own, we 
Ihould with to have its deficiencies made up 
“ by our allies? Should we call on you for infantiy, 
** as if we had cavahy ^ Should we tell you that we 
** want money, as if that were the only thing 
** wranted ? Fortune has left us nothing j not fo 
“ much as a remnant to which additions might be 
“ made. Our legions, our cavalry, arms, ftand- 
“ ards, men and horfes, money, provifions, have all 
“ perifhed, either in the field, or in the lofs of the 
“ two camps, on the following day. Wherefore, 
** Campanians, your part is, not to aid us in the war, 
“ but, in a manner, to undeitake the war in our 
** Head. Call to mind how, formerly, when your 
forefathers weie diiven, in difmay, within the 
** walls* terrified at the approach of the armies of 
** their enemies, both Samnitea and Sidicinians., we 
** took diteh under our proteftion, flood up m their 
defeto|||||£aticula ; and this war againff the Sanl- 
** mtespHRTtaken on your account, we maintained, 
** throupt various viciffitudes of fortune, during a 
« fpace of near one hundred years. Add to thhi 
** that, though we poffefTed the right of fovereignty 
a “ over 
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book *i iNMr vf(s granted you analftjpjPi^ Mpd dt 
i^*®***^! * allowed you your owfi ’tMflfl'Apd, in 

Y»K"<fs[’ ^ confidored^ 'iestl^ nefore 

BfCi W. * defeat at Cannae) as the higheft honoui'.hi our 
• «^wer to ctytfer, we admitted a great nuii^r 
among you to the freedom of our^city, aQiji jbafod 
** its privileges iwth you. For thefif^Mt^O^ Cam* 
** panians, you ought to confider our late dmnK as a 
** iComnKm nustortune, and to deem it youa duty to 
** defyad 'Our common country. The difpute is 
** not with the Etrurian, or the Samnite ; in which 
** cafe the Ibvereignty, though taken from us, would 
" flill remain in Italy ; a Carthaginian foe draws 
** after him, from the remoteft limits of the world, 
** from the Iti eights of the ocean and the pillars of 
** Hercules, an hoft of men who are not evai 
** natives of Africa, and who are utter llrangers to 
** all laws, to all the rules and rights of fociety, and 
** almofl to the language of men. This horde, 
** cruel and favage from nature and habit, their 
** leader has taken pains to render Hill more favage ; 
** making them form bridges and ramparts of 
human bodies heaped together, and, what is 
Ihocking even to mention, teaching them to feed 
on human flefh. Who, that was but bom in any 
** part of Italy, could think, without horror and de- 
** tellation, of feeing, and acknowledging as fove* 
reigns, fuch creatures as thefe, who live on fuck 
abominable food, whofe very touch would convey 
pollution; of receiving laws from Africa and 
** Carthage, and of fufPering Italy to become a pro* 
vince to Moors and Numidians ? It will bf highly 
** honourable to you, Campanians, that^ne Roman 
** empire, tottering under lo fevere a oRpK, Ihould 
** be upheld and reftored by your 

ftrength. I fuppofe that there may Vlpifed in 
** Campania thirty thoufand foot, and four thoufand 
** borfe. Of money and corn you already have 
^ abtindance. If your zeal in our bivour be but 

“ equal 
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e^dit to yoofltbilities, neither (hall Hani 
cavi i^t lie baa been vi&orious, nhr the R< 
that lliey have been defeated.*' 
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W. After the conful had ^oken^ii$, the aoih 
bafladoie^were difmifled ; and, a$ the^ return- 
ing bcillae» one of them, whofe i£ui» Vibius 
Vir!ua^*iiyerVed to the reft, tlfsT * ^ tiihd had 
« now arrived, when the Campai^lbtirr nHiilgittr^|et 
** only recover from the Romans the ladd^ OTwat^h. 
** they had been unjuftly deprived, but alfo gain 
** pofteflion of the fovereignty of Italy. For they 
** might form an alliance with Hannibal, on what- 
ever terms they themfelves fhould choofe j and 
when Hannibal, after completing his fuccefs, and 
putting an end to the war, ihould depart into 
Africa, and withdraw his army, the fovereign ‘ 
power over Italy, without any difpute, would be 
left in the pofleflion of the Campanians.” In 
thefe fentiments of Vibius all the reft concurred, 
and they accordingly madefuch a report of theiifue 
of their embalTy, as perfuaded every one that the 
Roman power was utterly annihilated. The ple- 
beians, and the greater part of the fenate, began in- 
ftantlj to take meafures for a revolt. However, 
by the eameft perfu >fl >ns of the elder citizens, their 
proceedings were deferred for a few days } but, at 
iaft, the opinion of the majority prevailed, that the 
fame ambafladors, who had gone to the Roman 
conful, fhould be fent to Hannibal. In fome hifto- 
ries, I have read, that, before this embafly was dif- 
patcl^, erthedcfign of revollmg finally determined 
upon, amhdfiadots were fent by the Campanians to 
Rome, reo^ng that, if the Roman people ex* 
pe&ed fvU|4iters from them, they Ihould ele£t one of 
the oonfiilll^t of Campania y that this ezdted fo 
great indignation, that they were ordered to be turned 
out of the fenate-houfe ; and that a h&or was fent to 
conduct them out of the city, and to warn them to 

retire. 
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BOOK ne& to fee and to compliment the Carthaginian^ 

XX III. }}g v^lked carelefsiy in the Forum with h^ fon> 
and a few of his attendants. Hannibal, immedi' 

,B.C. aid. ately on entering the city, demanded an audience of 
(he fenate ; but the prindpal Campanians then be- 
ibught him not, at that time, to attend to anyi/mous 
buimefs, but, with chearfulnefs and freedi^^ to 
celebrate a day which his arrival had confecrated 
to feiUvity. Although furiouily pailionate, yet, un> 
willing to refufe them any thing on the commence- 
ment of their coimedion, he fpent a great part of 
that day in taking a view of the city. Hs was 
lodged at the houfe of the two Minii Celeres, 
Stenius and Pacuvius, men highly diilinguiflied by 
the nobility of thdr birth, and the greatnefs of their 
wealth. Hither Pacurius Calavius, whom we men- 
tioned before, the leader of that fadion, whofe 
violence had effeded the prefent union, brought 
his fon, a young man, after having, with mffi- 
culty, drawn him away from the fide of Decius 
Magius ; for the youth had joined him, with the 
warmed: zeal,' in fupporting the Roman alliance, and 
oppofing the treaty with the Carthaginians; nor 
had the public determination, on the other fide, 
or his refped for his father, been able to pro- 
duce a change in his fentiments. Calavius, by 
entreaties rather than excufes, procured a||>ardon 
for him, from Hannibal, who, overcome^y the 
hither’s prayers and tears, even defired tl||iat he 
Ihould be invited, together with his father, lo dip- 
per, though he had intended to admit no Campanian 
to the entertainment, except his hods, andlJabellius 
Taurea, a man celebrated for his abilities in* war. 
The entertrinment began early in the day, and tiie 
fead, as might be expeded in a city remarkable for 
luxury, and in a houfe particularly fo, was not con- 
formable to the Carthaginian cudoms, or to military 
difcipline, but furnifhed with every mcentive to 
ooiflrivial enjoymoit. Calavius’s fos, PeroUa, abne 

rosun- 
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maimtaiadd a degree of referve, which neither the BOO*]L 
attentions of the mafters of the houfe, nor thofe XXIll. 
fomethnes added by Hannibal himfelf could over- y 
come. For this he apologized by imputing it to B.*C.'ai6* 
indifpoiidon, and his &ther alleged alfo the dif- 
turbedt«ftate of his mind, which could not then 
be wondered at. About fun-fet, the elder Cala- 
vius, going out of the room, was followed by his 
fcsi, who, when they came into a private place 
(a garden at the rear of the houfe), faid to him ; 

** Father, I have a plan to mention to you, by 
** which we may not only procure from the Romans 
“ pardon of our mifcondud, in going over to 
** Hannibal, but alfo acquire to the people of Cam- 
“ pania, a much larger fhare of their efleem and 
« fevour than we have ever yet enjoyed.” The 
father, with furprife, enquiring what fort of a plan 
this was, he threw back his gown from his Ihoulder, 
and' Ihewed him a fword girt to his fide, then faid, 

1 will prefently, with Hannibal’s blood, ratify 
“ our alliance with Rome. Of this I thought it 
“ proper to apprize you, becaufe you may, per- 
haps, wilh to be abfent, when the deed is 
“ performed.” 

t 

IX. On this fight, and heating thefe words, the 
old difiradied with apprehenfion, as if he were 
then prefent at the perpetrating of the aft which 
had been mentioned, exclaimed ; ** By all the ties, 

“ my fon, which unite children to their parents, 1 
** intreat, 1 befeech you, do not, before the eyes of 
** yt^ur father, commit a deed of fuch tranfcendant 
horror, and draw on yourfelf extremity of ruin. 

“ But feW hours have elapfed, fince, fwearing by all 
** the gods exifting, and joining our right hands to 
“ his, we bound ourfelves to be faithful to him ; 

** was it that immediately, on quitting the confer- 
“ mce, we Ihould arm agmnft him thofe very hands, 

** which we had given as iacred pledges ofijur 

I « fiiith? 



114 THE HISTOEY 

BOOK ** ^th ? You are juft rifen from a hofpitaUe table, 
XKIll. ** to which, of only thr^ 'Campanians favoured 
** with an invitation by Hannibal, you were one ; 
b!c.’Ii6. “ Ihould ftain that very table with 

« the blood of your hoft ? My intreaties, as a father, 
** have prevailed over Hannibal’s refentmoit in 
*< frvour of my fon ; (hall they have lefs power with 
** my fon in ftivour of Hanmbal ? But fuppofe time 
** were no facred obligation in the cafe, no faith, no 
** religion, no filial duty, let the moft abominable 
** deeds be perpetrated, if they do not, along with 
** the guilt, bring ruin on ourfelves. Do you mean 
** to aftault Hannibal with your fingle arm ? What 
will that numerous crowd, both of freemen and 
** flaves, be doing? What the eyes of all, intent 
on him alone? What fo many right hands? 
** Will they all be benumbed, during fuch a mad 
** attempt ? How will you be able to fupport the 
** looks of Hannibal himfelf, which armed hofts are 
** unable to withftand} which the Roman pet^le 
** behold with horror ? Befides, will you be hardy 
** enough toftrike me, when, Ihould other alliftance 
« be wanting, I lhall oppofe my perfon to the dan* 
“ ger in defence of Hannibal’s ? Now, be afliired, 
** that, if you ftrike and pierce his body, it muft 
be through my breaft. Suffer yourfelf, then, to 
** be diffuaded here, rather than overpowered there. 
** Let my prayers have as much weight with you, 
** as they had to-day with him in your behalf.” 
Obferving the youth now foftened into tears, he 
threw his adtas round him, and, embracing him, with 
kiffes, perfevered in his entreaties, until he<preyailed 
on him to lay afide the fword, and give him his 
honour that he would make no fuch attempt. The 
fon then faid, ** I, feAr my part, will pay to my fether 
** the debt of duty which I owe to my country. 
** But 1 am grieved at the drcumftances in which 
** 'vou ftand, who have anfwer for the crime of 
naving thrice betrayed your country ; once, when 

« you 
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“ you advifed the reirolt from the Romans ; a B O O K 
** leoond time, when you promoted an alliance with XXIIL 
“ Hannibal ; and a third time, this day, when you ‘ 

** obftrud and prevent the re>union or Capua with b.C. *i6! 
** Rome. Do thou, my country, receive this wea* 

** pon, which I wiflied to ufe with effed, in defence 
** of this thy capital ; and which I refign, not through 
** any tendernefs to the enemy, but becaufe my fa> 

** thcr extorts it from me.” So faying, he threw the 
fword over the garden-wall into the frreet, and, to 
avmd fufpicion, returned to the company. 

X. Next day, Hannibal had audience in a full 
meeting of the fenate, where the hrfl: part of his dif- 
courfe contained nothing but exprelTions of alFedion 
and kindnefs ; thanking the Campamans for having 
preferred his friendlhip to their former alliance ; and, 
among other magnificent promifes, alTuring them, 
that Capua fhould, in a fhort time, be the metro* 
polis of Italy ; and that the Romans, as well as the 
other nations, Ihould receive laws from it. He then 
took notice, that ** there was one perfon who had 
no title to a (hare in the friendlhip of the Car* 

** thaginians, and in the terms of the tieaty now 
“ conduded ; who ought not to be conlidered, 

** or even named, as a Campanian : this was Decius 
Magius. Him he demanded to be delivered into 
** his cufrody, and required that the fenate (hould, 

“ in his prefence, take Magius's conduft into con- 
fideration, and determine concerning him.** This 
propofition was unanimouHy aifented A, notwith- 
(landing that a great part of the fenate thought that 
he had not deferved fuch f($vefe treatment; and, 
likewife, that this (ird: (tep was no fmall encroach- 
ment on thdr independence. He then, leaving the 
fenate-houfe, placed himfelf on the judgment-feat 
of the chief magiftrate, and gave orders that Decius 
Magius Ihould be feized, brought to his feet, and the|p, 

I a unfup- 
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BOOK unfupported, ftand his trial. The other, retabing 
XXIII. his undaunted fpirit, infilled that, according to the 
y R ca6 treaty, he uras not liable to fuch oonv> 

pulfion; on which he was loaded with chains, and 
ordered to be led by a liflor into the camp. As 
long as he was conduced with his head uncovered, 
he continually harangued the multitude, which ^ery 
udiere gathered round him, calling out to them— 
You have now, Campanians, the independence 
** that you aimed at. In the middle of your 
** Forum, in the light of day, before your eyes, 
I, who am inferior to no one of the Campanians, 
“ am ch^ed and dragged to execution. What 
** more violent outrage could have happened, 
“ were Capua taken by ftorm P Go out, then, to 
meet Hannibal, decorate the city, confecrate the 
day of his arrival, that you may behold fuch a 
“ triumph as this over one of your own country. 
** men.** While he was exclaiming in this manner, 
’ the populace appearing to be moved by his remon. 
ilrances, his head was covered, and an order given, 
that he fliould be dragged more fpeedily out of 
the gate. Being brought in this manner to the 
camp, he was inllantly put on board a ihip, and 
fent away for Carthage: for Hannibal was appre* 
henfive left, in confequence of the harlh treatment 
Ihewn him, fome commotion might arife in the 
city, that even the fenate might repent of having 
given up one of their principal members, and that, 
mould an embafly be fent to reclaim him, he mull 
dther, by infilling their firft requeft, give offence 
to his new allies, or, if he complied, mall exped 
to find him a conftant fomenter of fedition and 
difturbance in Capua. A ftorm drove the Ihip to 
Cyrene, which was at that time under the domi. 
xuon of the Egyptian Kings. Here Magius, having 
fled to the ftatue of King Ptolemy as a fandhiary, 
was carried under a guard to Alexandria, to Pto- 
lemy ; 
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lenty; and having reprdented.to him, that he had BOOK 
been put in chains by Hannibal, contrary to the XXIII. 
tenns of the treaty, he was fet at liberty, and re- 
ceived permiifion to return either to Rome or 
Capua, whichever he pleafed. Magius anfwered, 
that ** at Capua he could not expert mety ; that his 
** refidence at Rome, at that time, when war fub* 

** lifted between the Romans and Campanians, 
would give him the appearance of a deferter, 

** rather than of a gueft ; and that there was no 
place where he fo much wifhed to live, as in the 
** territory of the King, in whom he had found a 
“ prote&or, and deliverer from bondage.” 


XL During thefe tranfa^ons, Quintus Fabius 
Pidor, who had been fent ambaflador to Delphi, 
returned to Rome, and read, from a writtoi copy, 
the anfwer which he had received. This contained 
inftru^ns to what deities, and in what maimer, 
fupplicadons ftiould be made ; and then proceeded 
thus : ** Romans, if you follow thefe directions, your 
afijurs will improve and profper ; the bulineis of 
your ftate will advance more agreeably to your 
** wiflies, and the Roman people will be finally 
** victorious in the war : when your commonwealth 
** ihall be fettled in fafety and profperity, then, out 
“ of -the acquifitions made by your arms, fend an 
« offering to the Pythian Apollo, and dedicate to 
** lus honour a part of the booty, of the captives, 
and of the fpoils. Banilh licentioufnefs from 
** among you.” After repeating thefe words, tranf- 
lated from the Greek verfes, he added, that ** when 
“ he retired from the oracle, he immediately per- 
** formed worfhip to all thefe divinities, with offer- 
** ings of wine and incenfe ; and was ordered by the 
chief prieft of the temple, that as he had ap» 
" proached the oracle, and had performed worfhip 
“ udth a crown of laurel on his head, fo he fhould 
** go on board his fhip, wearing the fame cimm, 

13 “ and 
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BOOK** and not lay it afide until he fhould arrive at Rome. 
XX III. That he had, with the utmoft diligence and re* 
^ ** verence, executed all the commands given hkn, 
sic.ais! ** depofited the crown on the altar of 

** Apollo at Rome.** The fenate then decreed that 
thofe fupplications, and other a£ts of worihip, Ihmild 
be performed as foon as pofTible. 

Xn. While thefe things were palling in Rome 
and Italy, Mago, fon of Hamilcar, had arrived at 
Carthage with the news of the viftory at Cannae. 
He had not been difpatched by his brother immedi- 
ately after the battle, but delayed for feveral days, in 
receiving the fubmiHions of the cities of Brnttium 
which revolted. Being introduced to an audience 
of the fenate, he gave a full account of his brother’s 
exploits in Italy j that “ he had fought pitched bat- 
** ties with fix coniular armies, and fix feveral com- 
manders j of whom four were confuls, one dic- 
** tator, and the other mafter of the horfe ; had 
** llain above two hundred thoufand of the enemy, 
“ and had taken above fifty thoufand. Of the four 
** confuls, he had flain two; one had efcaped 
** wounded ; and the other, with fcarce fifty of his 
“ men, after having loft the reft of his army. ^ The 
“ mafter of the horfe, an officer of equal power with 
** a conful, had been defeated and driven off the 
** field ; and the didiator, becaufe he always caudoully 
** avoided an engagement, was efteemed as a com- 
mander of lingular abilities. The Bruttians and 
** Apulians, with part of the Samnites and Lucanians, 
" had come over to the Carthaginians. Capua, ^hich 
** was the metropo& not only of Campania, but 
** lince the ruin of the Roman power in the battle 
** of Cannae, of Italy, had been furrendered to him. 
** For thefe fo great and fo numerous fucceffes, it 
« was proper that the public Ihould be grateful, and 
« jjpuld offer thankf^ivings to the immortal g^s.** 
H^ben, in confirmation of this joyful inteHigence, 

ordered 
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ordered the gold rings taken from the Romans to be BOOK 
poured down in the porch of the fenate>houfe ; and XXIIl. 
of thefe there was fo great a heap, that, according to 
fome writers, on being meafured, they filled three B.C.ai& 
pecks and a half; but the more gjeneral account, 
and likewife the more probable is, that they amounted 
to no more than one peck. He alfo explained to 
them, in order to Ihow the greater extent of the 
flaughter, that none but thofe of equeftrian rank, and 
of thefe only the principal, wore this ornament. 

The main purport of his difcourfe was, that ** the 
** nearer their profped was of finilhing the war, the 
** more vigorous fupport, of every Idnd, ought to be 
** afforded to Hannibal ; for that it was carried on at 
** a great difiance from home, in the heart of the 
“ enemy’s country. The confumption of money 
and corn was great ; and fo many engagements, 
while they ruined the Roman armies, had dimU 
** nilhed, in fome degree, thofe of the conqueror. 

** It was therefore neceffary to fend a reinforcement, 

** and likewife to fend money for the pay, and corn 
for the maintenance of the troops, who had me* 

** rited fo highly of the Carthaginian nation.” 

XIII. At the conclufion of Mago’s difcourfe, 
while all were filled with joy, Himilco, one of the 
Barcine faction, thinking this a fovourable oppor- 
tunity for larcaftic reflections on Hanno, faid to him, 

** Hanno, what is your opinion now ? Are you fiill 
forry for our entering into the war againfi the 
** Romans? Advife now the delivering up Han- 
“ nibal,, oppofe the offering thanks to the im- 
** mortal gods, on occafion of thefe happy* events. 

** Let us hear a Roman fenator in the fmate-houfe 
** of the Carthaginians.” To this Hanno replied ; 

** Confcript Fathers, I Ihould have remained filent 
** this day, lefi, in a time of general joy, 1 might 
** utter fome expreffion tending to damp it. But 
** now, called upon, as I am, by a member oflkhis 

14 “ body. 
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BOOK “ body, to declare whether I am ftill forry for our 
XXIII. ** having entered into the war againft the Romans, 
“ if I refufe to anfwer, I may* incur the imputation 
B.C.ai6! “ either of fupercilioufnefs or fervility ; the former 
indicating a \yant of due regard to the independ> 
** ent rights of others, the latter to a man^s own. 
** Let me, therefore, anfwer Himilco, that I have 
not ceafed to lament the war ; nor will 1 ceafe 
“ to cenfure that invincible commander of yours, 
** until I fhall fee the war concluded on fome tole> 
“ rable terms j nor wiM any thing, except a new 
“ treaty of peace, put an end to my regret for 
“ the lofs of the old. Thofe matters, then, which 
“ Mago juft now fo pompoufly blazoned out, 
** afford prefent joy to Himilco, and the other 
partifans of Hannibal. To me, too, they may 
** eventually prove matter of joy ; becaufe fuc- 
«< s ill if willing to make the proper 

** ufe of fortune’s favours, will gain us a peace on 
the more honourable terms. For fhoyld we 
“ negledl: to improve the prefent feafon, when we 
“ can poffibly didate, inftead of receiving propofi- 
** tions for the fame, even now our exultation may 
“ lead us into delufive expedations, and prove, in 
“ the end, deftitute of folid advantage. For, let 
us fee on what footmg it ftands at this moment. 
“ I have cut off the armies of the enemy: fend 
“ me foldiers. What elfe would you alk, if you 
** had been defeated? I have taken two camps, 
“ full, doubtlefs, of booty and provifions ; give me 
** money and com. What other demand could you 
** make, if your ftores had been plundered, if you 
« were beaten out of your camp^ But that I 'may 
“ not be the only perfon to perceive the unaccount- 
ablenefs of thofe proceedings, 1 wilh that either 
“ Himilco or Mago would inform me (for fince I 
have anfwered Himilco, it is but reafonabie and 
** fair that I likewife, in turn, ihould alk a queftion), 
** a4Khe fight at Cannae has completed the ruin of 

« the 
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‘‘ the Roman empire, and all Italy is evidently BOOK 
“ coining over to our fide ; in the firft place, has XX III. ^ 

“ any ftate of the Latine nation revolted to us? 

“ And next, has any one man, out of the thirty- * 

“ five tribes, deferred ?”• To both thefe queftions, 

Magd anfwering in the negative ; We have fiill, 

“ then,” faid he, “ more than enough of enemies 
** remaining. But, be their number what it may, 

I Ihould be glad to know what degree of fpirit or 
“ of hope they poflefs ?” The other declaring that 
he knew not that : “ Nothing,” faid he, “ is eafier 
“ to be known. Have the Romans fent any am- 
bailadors to Hannibal to treat of peace ? Have 
« you even received any intelligence of any mention 
“ of it being made at Rome ?” Both being denied, 
he proceeded : Since that is the cafe, we have not 
“ brought the war any nearer to a conclufion than 
“ it was on the day when Hannibal firft entered 
** Italy. Moft of us are old enough to remember 
“ how, often viftory changed fides in the former 
“ Punic war. At no time did our affairs wear a 
“ more profperous afped, both by land and fea, 

** than juft before the confulfhip of Caius Lutatius 
“ and Aulus Poftumius. In the confuKhip of Lutatius 
“ and Poftumius, we fuffered a total overthrow at the 
“ iEgatian iflands. Now, if, in the courfe of for- 
** tune, our affairs ffiould undergo any fuch altera- 
“ tion, (may the gods avert the omen!) do you 
“ hope, that, after we lhall be vanquilhed, we may 
“ obtain peace ; whereas now, when we are vido- 
** nous, there is no one difpofed to offer it ? For 
“ my part, were it propofed, either to offer terms 
** of peace to the enemy, or to receive overtures 
“ firom them, I know what vote I fhould give. But 
“ if the queftion before you be concerning the fup- 
** plies demanded by Mago, I do not fee any necef- 
** fity of fending them to troops already viftorious : 

“ much left can I vote for their beiqg fent to men 
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BOOK “ who delude us with falfe and groundiefs hopes.** 
^XXIII. But few were affefted by this difcourfe of Hanno j 
Y r' g for his known enmity to the Barcine family detracted 
B.C.316. fro™ weight or his arguments; and befides, 
men*s minds were fo fully occupied by joy for the 
prefent fuccefs, that they were unwilling to lillen to 
any thing which tended to invalidate the grounds of 
their triumph ; and firmly believed, that, by a little 
farther exertion, the war would be fpeedily termi- 
nated. A decree of the fenate was therefore paffed, 
by a very great majority, that a reinforcement Ihould 
be fent to Hannibal of tour thoufand Numidians, and 
forty elephants, with many talents of filver. At the 
fame time the didator was fent with Mago into Spain, 
to hire twenty thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe, 
which were to complete the numbers of the armies 
both in Spain and Italy. However, this bufinefs, as 
is often the cafe in a time of profperity, was not 
executed either with fpirit or difpatch. 

XIV. 'the Romans, prompted by their natural 
aflivity of fpirit, and alfo by the prefent lituation of 
their a6Fairs, omitted no kind of exertion. The 
conful applied, with diUgeyce, to every bufinefs 
which lay within his department ; and the diflator, 
Marcus Junius Pera, after finifhing all matters re- 
fpefling religion, demanded, as ufual, the leave of 
the people to mount his horfe ; and then, in addi- 
tion to the two city legions, levied by the confuls in 
the beginning of the year, and a body of flaves whom 
he had enlifled, and the cohorts colle£fed out of the 
Picenian and Gallic territories, he had rcoourfe to 
an expedient ufed only in times of extreme danTCt, 
when propriety gives place to utility : he publimed 
a proclamation, that ** fuch perfons as had been 
** guilty of capital crimes, or had been ordered into 
** confinement on account of debt, fhould be dif- 
charged from profecution, and from their debts, 

“ provided 
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«< provided they enliiled with him as foldiers thefe, BOOK 
amounting to fix thoufand men, he armed with the XX III.^ 
fpoils of the Gauls, which had been carried in tri- 
umph by Caius Flaminius. By thefe means he was g q 
enabled to fet out from the city at the head of 
twenty>five thoufand effedive men. Hannibal, after 
gaining poflelfion of Capua, made a fecond trial of 
the temper of the Neapolitans, by applications both 
to their hopes and fears; but, being difappointed 
therein, he removed his army into the territory 
of Nola: where, though he did not immediately 
commence hoftilities, becaufe he did not defpair of 
the people’s voluntary fubmiffion, yet, he (hewed a 
determination, in cafe of their delaying compliance 
with his expectations, to make them feel every 
kind of evil. The fenate, and efpecially the lead- 
ing members of it, faithfully adhered to the alliance 
with Rome; while the commons were, as ufual, 
univerfally inclined to the party of Hannibal ; fo 
great were their fears of the devaftation of thdr 
Umds, and on the heavy fufterings and indignities 
to be endured in a fiege ; nor were leaders wanting 
to urge them to -a revolt. The fenate, dreadmg 
left, if they made open profefEon of their intentions, 
they (hould find it impolTible to withftand the vio- 
lent temper of the populace, concealed them under 
a counterfeit appearance, and thereby found means 
to defer the evil. They pretended that they approved 
the defign of revolting to Hannibal ; but that they 
could not immediately determine on the conditions, 
on which it might be proper to contract this new 
alliance.. Having thus gained time, they haftily 
difpatched ambauadors to Claudius Marcellus, the 
Roman prsetor, then at Cafilinum with his army, 
informing him of the precarious lituation of the 
ftcUf of Nola; that the country was already pol^ 
fefted by Hannibal, as the city would ihortly be, 
unlels it received fuccour : that the fenate, by pre- 
tending, in compliance vdth the humour or the 

commons. 
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BOOK commons, that they were ready to change (Ides 
XXIII. whenever the latter chofe, had hitherto allayed their 
Y l^cj^ violent haile to revolt Marcellus, after applauding 
B.C. 2 i(^ the conduft of the Nolans, charged them to protraS 
the bufinefs under the fame pretexts, until he Ihould 
arrive ; and to conceal in the mean>time what haid 
pafled between him and them, and every expe£tation 
of an allillancc from the Romans. He himfi^f ad* 
vanced from Calllinum to Galatia ; and from Aence, 
after crolEng the river Vultumus, he proceeded 
through the territories of Saticula and Trebia, and 
palling above SuelTula, came through the mountains 
to Nola. 

XV. On the approach of the Roman prastor, the 
Carthaginian retired out of the territory of Nola, 
and marched down to the fea*ceall adjacent to 
Neapolis, bong eameftly defirous to get pofTeffion of 
a fea-port town to which Ihips might come over with 
fafety from Africa. But having learned that Nea> 
polis was held by a Roman general, Marcus Junius 
Silanus, who had been invited thither by the Nea- 
politans, he gave up all hopes of Neapolis, as well as 
of Nola, and direded his route to Nucetia. After 
carrying on the liege of this town for a confider- 
able time, and making frequent attempts to reduce it 
by force, and alfo endeavouring in vain to gain over, 
fometimes the commons, at others the nobility, he 
at length ftarved it into a furrender; when he 
allowed the garrifon no other terms than to retire 
without arms, and with 'lingle garments. After- 
wards, as he had, from the beginning, wilhed to ap- 
pear inclined to ad with clemency towards all me 
Italians, except the Romans, he ofiered rewards and 
honours to fuch of the garrifon as Ihould ftay and 
enlift with him : but he did not by thcfe profpefts 
prevail on one man to join him. They all de- 
parted, by different roads^ to the feveral cities of 

Cam- 
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Cimpania, wherever each man*s connedions, or fiOOK- 
cafual impulfe of inclination^ direded him; but XXlIt. 
moft of them to Nola and Neapolis. About thirty 
of the principal fenators, having direded their courfe £‘c. f fa. 
to Capua, and being refufed admittance there, on 
account of their having Ihut their gates againft Han* 
aibal, retired to Cuma:. The plunder of Nuceria 
was given to the foldiers, and the city, after being 
lacked, was burned. Marcellus held poiTelSon of 
Nola; for the continuance of which he relied, 
not more on his own tioops, than on the favourable 
difpofition of the principal inhabitants. But itrong 
i^prehenfions were entertained of the commons, and 
above all of Lucius Bantius : being confcious of 
having fomented the defign of a revolt, and dread- 
ing the refentment of the Roman praetor, he was 
ftimulated, firft, to betray his native city, and 
then, ihould that attempt mifcarry, to go over to the 
enemy. He was a young man of an adive fpirit, 
and dillinguifhed among the cavalry of the allies 
almoft beyond every other : he had been found at 
Cannae, half dead, among a heap of lifelefs bodies, 
and Hannibal had, with much kindnefs, taken caie 
of him, until he recovered, and even fent him home, 
loaded with prefents. Out of gratitude for thefe 
favours, he now wilhed to bring the Rate of Nola 
under the power and dominion of the Carthaginians. 

It did not efcape the obfervation of the praetor, that 
he was perplexed in mind, and anxiouily employed 
in deviling the means of efieding a revolution. 

However, as it was necel&ry either to check him by 
pun^hment, or to conciliate his good will by kind 
treatment, he judged it more prudent to attach to 
himfblf a brave and vigorous aflbciate, than merely 
to deprive the enemy of him : fending, therefore, 
for him, he obferved, in a kind manner, that, he 
** mull certainly be envied by many of his coun- 
trymen, as was ealily known from this circum- 
“ fiance, that no citizen of Nola ever informed 

“ him 
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BOOK him of his many extraordinary exploits in mff j 
XXIII. l}ut when any man ferved in a Roman can^y hn 
^ “ merit could not condmie in obfcurio^. That 
b!c.2i 6. ** ™any of thofe, who had afted with him, how- 
** ever, had reported well of his conduft; how 
** often, and to what great dangers, he had ea^>orad 
** himfelf, in defence of the welfare and dignity of 
** the Roman people ; particularly that, in the batde 
** of Cannae, he had not ceafed fighting, unt 3 , 
** being almoll entirely exhaufted, he was buried 
“ under a heap of men, horfes, and arms. Proceed, 
“ therefore,” faid he, “ in your meritorioiis courfe ; 
** from me you fhall meet with every diftinffion, 
« every reward; in fine, and that you may give 
** me your company the oftener, you lhall find 
** that fuch condud, as it will redound to your 
** honour, fo lhall it to your emolument too.** 
While the young man was overjoyed at fuch pro- 
mifes, he prefented him with a horfe of uncommon 
beauty, ordered the quaeftor to give him five hun« 
dred iilver denarii and commanded his liftors to 
admit him to his prefence, whenever he chofe to 
come. By this courteous behaviour of Marcellus, 
the violent temper of the youth was foothed to fuch 
a degree, that, from that time forward, no one among 
the allies exerted more bravery and zeal in fupport 
of the Roman caufe. 

XVI. As Hannibal was now at the gates, (for he 
had led his forces back from Nuceria to Nola,) and 
as the commons of the latter began anew to medi- 
tate a revolt, Marcellus retired within the walls ; not 
that he was under any apprehenlion for the fafety of 
his camp, but that he might not allow an oppdrtu* 
nity of betraying the city, for which too many im- 
patiently wilhed. From this time, it was the prac- 
tice to draw up the forces on both fides in order of 
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battle ; the Romans, under the walls of Nola $ the BOOK 
CarthagtnianSy before their own camp ; in confe* XX III.^ 
qiience of which, many ikirmifhes happened between y r’c^ 
the camp and the city, with various fuccefs; the B!c.fx(S. 
generals bdng unwilling either to reftrain the fmall 
parties, who inconfiderately challenged the foe, 
or to give the fignal for a general engagement. 

While the two armies continued to pod themfelves 
in this manner, the men of the firft rank in Nola 
gave information daily to Marcel lus that ^ con- 
“ ferences were held by night between the com* 

“ mons and the Carthaginians ; wherein it had been 
“ determined, that, when the Roman army went 
** out of the gates on its march, the populace Ihould 
** make plunder of their baggage and packages ; 

“ then Ihut the gates, and poffefs themfelves of 
the walls ; with intent, that, having thus taken 
“ into their own hands the difpofal of their own 
« aflfmrs, and of the city, they ftiould give admit* 

** tance to the Carthaginians inftead of the Romans.” 

On receiving this intelligence, Marcellus, highly 
commending the Nolan fenators, refolved to try the 
fortune of a battle before any commotion Ihould arife 
within. He then formed his forces in three divi* 
lions, at the three gates which faced the enemy, 
ordering the baggage to follow in the rear, and the 
invalids, fervants, and fuller’s boys to carry pali- 
lades. At the gate in the centre, he placed the 
chief llrcngth of the legions and the Roman cavalry; 
at the other two gates, on the right and left, the 
new*raifed foldiers, light infantry, and the cavalry 
of thfj allies. The Nolans were forbidden to come 
near the walls or gates ; and the troops, intended 
as a referve, were appointed to guard the baggage, 
left any attack might be made on it, while the 
legions Ihould be engaged. Marfiiallcd in this man- 
ner, they Itood within the gates. Hannibal, after 
ftanding as he had done for feveral days paft, with 
his troops under arms and in order of battle, until 

the 
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BOOK the day was far advanced, began to wonder, thait 

KKIII. neither the Roman army came out of the gat^, nor 

was to be feen on the walls. 

Bic.fifi! Concluding that the conferences had been dif- 
covered, and that fear had rendered the Romans 
unwilling to ftir, he fent back part of. his foldiers 
to the camp, with orders to bring up to the front 
with hafte, every thing requifite for aflaulting the 
city ; for he was perfuaded, that if he prefied them 
vigoroufly, ‘^hile they declined action, the populace 
would rife in his favour. While his men in the 
van ran up and down, each intent upon the bufineis 
affigned himj and the line drew nigh to the walls, 
Marcellus, on a fudden, throwing open the gate, 
ordered the charge to be founded, the fhout to be 
raifed, and the infantry firft, then the cavalry, to 
rulh forth with all poffible fury. Thefe had now 
fpread abundance of terror and confufion through 
the centre of the enemy’s line, when from the two 
gates, on the right and left, the lieutenant«general 
Publius Valerius Flaccus, and Caius Aurelius, burft 
out againft the wings. The fervants, futler’s boys, 
and lie whole of thofe who were left to guard the 
baggage, joined to increal'e the Ihout ; fo that to the 
Carthaginians, who had been led to defpife , them, 
chiefly by an opinion of the fmallnefs of their num* 
bers, they fuddenly exhibited an appearance of a 
very confiderable army. I can ftarccly indeed take 
upon me to aflert, as fome writers have done, that 
two thoufand three hundred of the enemy were flain, 
and that the lo& of .the Romans was no more than 
five hundred : but, whether the advantage tyas fb 
great or not, the fuccefs of that day was highly im- 
portant ; 1 know' not, whether it was not the mofl; 
fo of any obtained during that war : for, to avoid 
bdng conquered by Hannibal was, to the troops 
who were vidorious on that day, a matter of greater 
difliculty than to conquer him afterwards. 
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XVil. Hannibal, thus precluded from all hope BOOK 
getting pofleffion of Nola, marched away to XK1II> 
Acerrae $ and then Marcellus, immediately Ihutting 
the gates, and polling guards to prevent any peiibn B.C.aiK 
from going out of the city, held a judicial mquiiy in 
dte Forum concerning thofe who had entered mto 
a private correfpondence with the enemy. Above 
feventy were convided of treafonable pra&ices. 

Thefe he beheaded, and adjudged their efiedls to be 
confifcated to the ufe of the Roman people; and 
then, having lodged the government in the hands of 
the fenate, he marched thence with all his forces, 
and taking poll above SuelTula, pitched his camp 
there. The Carthaginian lirll endeavoured to entice 
the people of Acerrse to a voluntary furrender, and 
afterwards, on finding them obllinate, prepared to 
invell and afiault the town. However, the Acerrans 
poflefled more courage than llrength. When, there- 
fore, they perceived the enemy drawing lines of cir- 
cumvallation round their walls, derpairing of being 
able to defend the city, they feized the opportunity, 
before the works were drawn completely round, and 
Healing away in the dead of night, through the fpace 
unoccupied by the lines, which was negligently guard- 
ed, efieded their efcape, fome through the roads, 
cithers through pathlels. ways, as each was led by 
defign or millake, into thofe cities of Carapaiua, 
which they knew had not deferted the alliance with 
Rome. Hannibal, having facked and burned Acerrae, 
and hearing that the Roman diflator, with his le- 
iptms, were feen from Cafilinum at fome dillance, 
began to apprehend, lell, in confequence of the ene^ 
my b^g encamped in the neighbourhood, fome 
dillurbance might arife even at Capua, and there- 
fore led his forces to Cafilinum. That town was 
bdd at this time by five hundred Prsenellines, with 
a fmall number of Romans and Latines, whom the 
news of the difaller at Ganne had brought dbither. 

K The 
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BOO K The former, becaufe the levies at Praenefte. were 
not completed at the appointed day, had fet out from 
home too late; and, ming arrived at OdUinum 

Bic. s^. b^re the account of the defeat, and bang th«re 
joined by feveral others, both Romans and allies, 
Wtf e marching forwards in a very conliderable body* 
when the news of the fight at Cannse ind\|ped them 
to turn back. Here bang feared by, and fearing 
the Campanians, they fpent fevaal days in guardfog 
a^nft plots, and forming them in turn ; when, re> 
caving certain information of the revolt intended Bt 
Capua, and of Hannibal’s being received into the 
town, they put to death the obnoxious inhabitants 
by night, and fazed on that part of the city which 
ftands on this fide of the Vulturnus, for it is divided 
by that riva. And this was all the garrifon the 
Romans had at Cafilinum. To thefe was added a 
cohort of Perufians, confifiing of four hundred and 
fixty men, driven hither by the fame bad news which 
had brought the Praeneftines a few days before. The 
numba of foldiers was now nearly fuffident for the 
defence of a place of fuch fmall extent, and whk^ 
had one fide inclofed by the river. A fcarcity of com 
made them even think the number of men too great. 

XVIIL When Hannibal came within a iinall 
diftance of the place, he fent forward a body of Gas* 
tiidians, unda an officer named Ifalca, with orders, 
dmt if an opportumty could be found of conferring 
with the garrifon, he Ihould firfi endeavour to allure 
them, by expreifions of kindnefs, to open the gales 
ai^ recave his troops ; but, if they perfifled in ob- 
ilinate oj^fition, that he fhould then put his forces 
in adion, and try if he could on any fide break into 
the city. When they came near the walls, all bemg 
filent, it was believed that the town was evacuated* 
and the barbarian, fuppofing that the garrifon had 
iedred through £w, was prqaring to bretdc down 

the 
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6iegatts$ bot ibefe flybg fuddeolf open, twooo* BOOE 
hortSy drawn up within for the putpofe, niflied ont xmzi«> 
with great impetuqfity, and made a confidersdde 
flaughter. The firft t^y of aflidlants being thua 
n^lfedy Maharbal was fent np with a more power* 
ful force ; but ndther could he wifoftand the fallj 
of dM cohorts. At laft, Hanmbal, pitching ha 
camp clofe under the wal^ prepared to aflauu this 
finall town and garrifon with the whole of his troops ; 
Completely encompafling it, and while urging on tht 
attadt with briikn^ in every part at once, he loft a 
great number of his foldiers, particularly of thofe* 
who were moft forward in a&ion, by weapt^ thrown 
foom the walls and towers. At one time, the be* 
fi^;ed having had the courage to faily out, l%uanibal« 
by pladi^ a line of elephants in thdr way, was very 
near cutting off their retreat. He drove them, how* 
ever, in confofion into the town, after they had loft 
a great many men in proportipn to the ftnallnefe of 
thar number; and more would have ftdlen, had 
not night put an end to the engagement. On the 
fidlowing day, the befiegers were animated with 
eatraordinary ardour to carry on the affault, efpe* 
dally as a mural crown of gold was propofed as a 
prize, and as the general himfelf upbraided the con* 
qoercM^ of Saguntum with thdr tardy advances in 
the fiege of a trifling fortrefs, fttuate on level ground; 
reminding each in particular, as well as the whole 
army in general, of Trebia, Trafimenus, and Carniat. 

They then began to work their machines, and to 
iildt mines ; nor were thofe allies of the Romans 
deficient either in vigour or ikill, to counterad (he 
attempts of the enemy. Againft the machines they 
cred^ bulwarks, by countermines intercepted the 
mines, baffling all the eftbrts of the Carthaginians 
both open and concealed, until even fhame conw 
pelled him to abandon the enterprize : but, Idl; he 
fturald appear to have entirely given die defi^ 
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he fortified a camp, where he polled a fmall body 
troops, and then withdrew into winter-quarters at 
Capua. Here, during the greater part of the winter* 
he kept his forces lodged in hou^ men who had 
frequently and long endured with firmnefe every 
hardlhip to which human nature is liable ; and had 
never been accuftomed to, nor ever had experienced 
die comforts of profperity. Thefemen, therefore, 
whom no power of adverfity had been able to fubw 
due, were ruined by an excefs of good fortune and 
by immoderate pleafures. Thefe produced effe6bs 
the more pernicious; becaufe, being hitherto ub> 
accuftomed, as I have faid, to fuch indulgences, 
they plunged into them with the greater avidity. 
Sleep, and wine, and feafting, and harlots, and 
baths, and idienefs, with which, through habit, they 
became daily more and more delighted, enervated 
both their minds and bodies to fuch a degree, fiiat 
they owed their prefcrvation, rather to the name they 
had acquired by their pafl victories, than to thdr 
prefent ftrength. In the opinion of perions Ikilled 
in the art of war, the general was guilty of a greater 
fault in this inftance, than in not leading forward 
his army diredly to the city of Rome, after ‘foe 
battle of Cannae: for that dilatory conduct might 
be fpppofed only to have deferred the conqueft for 
a time, whereas this latter error left him deftitute of 
the ftrength to eftedt it. Accordingly he marched 
out of Capua as if with a different army, for it 
retained not, in any particular, the leaft remains of 
the former difcipline. Moft of the men returned to 
the field encumbered with harlots ; and, as fooft as 
they began to live in tents, and were obliged to 
tmdergo the fatigue of marches, and other military 
labours; like raw recruits, their ftrength both of 
body and mind failed them : and from that time, 
during the whole courfe of the fummer campaign, 
great numbers uled to fteal away from thdr ftandards, 

without 
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without leave, and the only lurking place of all thefe ROOK 
deferters was Capua. EXIII. 

XIX. However, when lift rigour of the feafoa olc-ait 
began to abate, he drew his troops out of their 
winter-quarters, and returned to Calilinum ; where, 
notwithilanding there had been a ceilation from 
attacks, yet the condnued blockade had reduced the 
townlmen and garrifon to the extremity of want. 

The Roman camp was commanded by Titus Sem* 
pronius, the dictator having gone to Rome to take 
the aufpices anew. Marcellus, who, on his part, 
earneftly wilhed to bring relief to the belieged, was 
prevented by the overflowing of the river Vultumus, 
and by the earnelt intreaties of the people of Nola 
and Acerrse, who dreaded the Campanians, in cafe 
of the departure of the Roman troops. Gracchus, 
having received injundiuns from the difbitor not to 
engage in any enterprize during his abfence, but to 
maintain his poll near Cafilinum, did not venture to 
lUr, although he received fuch accounts from that 
town, as were fufHcient to overcome every degree 
of patience. It appeared that feveral, unable longer 
to endure hunger, had thrown themfelves down pre* 
cipices, and that others flood unarmed on the walls, 
expoling their naked bodies to the blows of the 
miflive weapons. Gracchus felt great concern for 
their diflreffes ; but he neither dared to engage in 
fight, contrary to the dictator’s order, (and fight be 
plainly mufl, if he attempted openly to throw in 
provifions,) nor had he any hope or getting them 
conveyed in clandeflinely by his men. He there- 
fore collected corn from all parts of the country 
round ; and having filled therewith a great number 
of calks, fent a meflfenger to Cafilinum to the magif- 
trate, defiring that the people fhould catch the caiks 
which the river would bring down. The following 
night was pafled in attentively watching for the com- 
pletion of the hopes raifed by the Roman meflbiger, 
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BOOK when the calks, bang fait along the middle of the 
KXIII.^ ftream, floated down to the town, and the com was 
TrT'^ divided equally among them all. The fame ftratap 
b!c!Ii 6. pradifed imh fuccels on the following 

night, and on the third. The calks were put into 
die river, and conveyed to the place of their defthia^ 
don in the courfe of the fame night, by itrhich 
means they efcaped the notice cu the aiemy*s 
guards: but the river being afterwards rendered 
more rapid by continued rains, a whirling eddy 
drove them acrofs to the fide where the aiemy*s 

S iards were polled, and there they were difeovered 
eking among ofiers which grew on the banks. 
This being reported to Hannibal, care was taken for 
the future to guard the Vultumus with greater vigi. 
lance, fo that no fupply, fent down by it to the dty, 
fliould pafs without difeovery. Notwithftanding 
which, quantities of nuts being poured into the river 
at the Roman camp, and floating down in the 
middle of the ftream to Cafilinum, were flopped 
there with hurdles. The fcarcity, however, at lall 
became fo excelfive, that tearing off the ftraps and 
the leathern covers of thdr Ihields, and foftening 
them in boiling water, they endeavoured to, chew 
them, nor did they abftain from mice or any other 
kind of animal. They even dug up every fort of 
herb and root that gre;w at the foot of the ramparts 
of the town, and when the enemy had ploughed 
up all the ground round the wall, that produced any 
herbs, they fowed it with turnip feed, which made 
Hannibal exclaim, ** Am I to fit here before Cafili* 
** num until tbefe grow?’* Although he had hitherto 
refufed to lillen to any terms of capitulation, yet he 
now allowed overtures to be made to him, refpe£ling 
die redeeming of the men of free condition. An 
agreement was made, that for each of diefe a ranfom 
mould be paid offeven ounces of gold ; and then, hav* 
ing received the ratification of the feme, the garrifon 
fiureadered* They were detained in cullody until 
5 all 
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ali die gold vas paid, and afterwards honourably BOOK 
elcorted to Cumae. This is a more probable account KKIIX. 
than that which relates that they were flain by a 
body of cavalry, ordered to> attack them on their b!c.*3i 6. 
departure. The greatefl part of them were Praenef* 
dnesj out of five hundred and feventy of thefe, 

(the number who were in the garrifon,) almoll one 
half perifhed by the fword or by famine, the reft 
returned in fafety to Praenefte with their commander 
Manicius, who had formerly been a notary there. 

Hie truth of this relation is attefted by a ftatue of 
him ereded in the Forum at Prsenefte, clad in a 
coat of mail, and drelTed in a gown, with the head 
covered; and by three images, with an infcriptimi 
engraved on a plate of brafs, importing that ** Mani- 
« dus vowed thefe in behalf of the foldiers, who 
** were in the garrifon at Cafilinum.** The &me 
infcription was placed under the three images in the 
temple of Fortune. 

XX. The town of Cafilinum was reftored to the 
Campanians, and ftrengthened by a reinforcement 
of feven hundred men from Hannibal’s army, left, 
on the departure of the Carthaginian, the Romans 
ihoulJ attack it. To the Prsneftine foldiers, the 
Roman fenate decreed two years’ pay, and immunity 
from military fervice for five years. Being offered 
the rights of Roman citizens, in confideration of 
thdr bravery, they chofe to remain in thdr own 
community. With regard to the fate of the Peru* 
fianc, our information is not fo clear ; for we reedve 
no light dther from any monument of thdr own, or 
any decree of the Romans. About the £ime time, 
the Petellians, who alone of all the Bruttians had 
perfevered in m ai n ta in in g friendihip with Rome, 
were attacked not only by the Carthaginians, who 
were in poffeffion of the adjacent country, but alfo 
by the other Bruttians, who refented thdr following 
fqparate couniels. TAufole to withftand fuch a multi* 
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BOOK tude of foes, the Petellians fent ambafladors to 
XXIII. Rome to folicit fuccour. The utmoft compaflion 
Y R excited in the breafls both of the fenate and 

B-C'lid people by thefe m«i*s prayers and tears; for on 
being told that they muft depend on themfehres 
for fafety, they burft out into piteous lamentations 
in the porch of the fenate-houfe. The affair bong 
propofed a fecond time to the coniideiation of the 
fenators, by Manius Pomponius the praetor, after 
examining into the refources of the commonwealth 
in every quarter, they were obliged to acknowledge 
that they were not now in a capacity of allifling 
their diuant allies; they therefore defired the am> 
baffadors to return home, and after doing thw 
utmofl to fulfil the duty of faithful confederates, to 
provide for their own fafety in the beft manner 
the prefent circumflances would permit. When 
the refult of this embaflfy was reported to the Petel- 
lians, their fenate w’as fuddenly feized with fuch 
grief and terror, that many of them advifed to 
abandon the city, and feek refuge wherever each 
could find it ; others, that fince they were forfaken 
by their old connections, they fhould unite with the 
reft of the Bruttians, and through their mediation 
furrender themfelves to Hannibal. However, the 
majority were of opinion that no flep fhould be 
taken rafhly, or in a hurry; but that the matter 
fhould be confidered anew. Accordingly it was 
taken under deliberation on the following day, when 
their fears had in fome meafure fubfided, the more 
confiderable perfons prevtulmg on them to bring 
in all their effeds from the country, and to fdrdfy 
the walls and the dty. 

XXI. About this time letters were brought to 
Rome from Sicily and Sardinia. Thofe written 
firom Sicily by Titus Otacilius, pro-praetor, were 
firft read in the fenate; the contents were, that 
** Publius Furius, the praetor, had come from 
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** Africa to LUybaeum with his fleet, and that he BOOK 
“ tumfelf was grievoufly wounded, fo that his life 
** was in imminent danger; that neither pay nor y r 
** com was furnifhed to the foldiers and marines at b!c.2i 6I 
** the regular times, nor were there any funds from 
** which they could be obtained ; that he eameflly 
** recommended that fupplies of thefe atticles might 
be fent as foon as poifible, and alfo, that, if it 
** feemed proper, one of the new praetors might be 
« appointed to fucceed him in his employment.** . 

The letters of Aulus Cornelius Mammula, pro>prae- 
tor, from Sardinia, were nearly of the fame purport 
refpe^ng hay and corn. To both the fame anfwer 
was given, that there were no means of forwarding 
fuppUes, and that they themfelves mult take m«ifures 
for providing for their fleets and armies. Titus Ota* 
cilius, however, fending ambafladors to Hiero, the 
only refoui'ce of the Roman people in that quarter, 
received from him as much money as was neceflary 
for the pay of the troops, and corn fuflicient for fix 
months. In Sardinia, the allied fiates gave a liberal 
contribution to Cornelius. At Rome there was 
fuch a fcarcity of money, that it was judged requifite, 
on a propofal made to that purpofe, by Marcus Mi- 
nuends, plebeian tribune, to conftitute three public 
bankers; thefe were Lucius ^milius Papus, who 
l;ad been conful and cenfor, Marcus Atilius Re- 
gulus, who had been twice conful, and Lucius Seri- 
bonius Libo, who was then plebeian tribune. Two 
Atilii, Marcus and Caius, being appointed commif- 
fioners for the purpofe, dedicated the temple of 
Corcord, which Lucius Manlius had vowed in his 
prsetorlhip. Three pontiffs were alfo eleded, Quin- 
tus Cxcilius Metellus, Quintus Fabius Maximus, 
and Quintus Fulvius Flaccus, in the room of Publius 
Scantinius, deceafed, and of Lucius iEmilius Paul- 
lus, the conful, and Quintus iElius Psetus, who had 
&Uen in the battle of Cannae. 


XXII. When 
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BOOK XXII. When the fenate had rq}alred, as ftr at 
XXIU. could be effeded by human vrifdom, the loflcs fuf« 
tained by other parts of the Hate, through the unm« 
B*C.‘ 3 i^ terrupted courfe of difaiters in which ibrtune had in* 
volved them, they at length turned their thoughts 
on themfelves, on the folitude that appeared in the 
' fenate>houfe, and the fmall number of thofe who 
afiembled in the great council of the nation : for the 
council had not been filled up fince the cenforfliip 
. of Lucius .£miliu8 and Caius Flaminius, although, 
during thefe five years, the tmfortunate battles, be* 
fides the cafualties to which every man is fubjed, 
had fwept ofiF fuch a number of its members. As 
the didator was now gone, after the lols of Cafil!* 
num, to jdn the army, this bufinefe was, at the 
eamefi: requeft of all, propofed to the confideratiOn 
of the foiate by Manius Pomponius, a praetor. On 
which Spurius Carvilius, after having, in a long 
Ipeech, lamented not only the fewnefs, but even the 
total want of citizens, who might bechofen into their 
body, laid, that ** for the purpofe of filling up the 
** fenate, and of forming a clofer conne&on with 
, ** the l..atine nation, he recommended, with all the 
** eameflnels which a matter of that importance 
** demanded, that, if the Roman fathers thought 
** proper fo to order, two fenators out of each of the 
** Latine Rates fhould be invefted with the rights ct 
citizens, and adopted in the room of the mem* 
** bers deceafed.” This propofition the fenators 
beard with no left difgult than had been excited by 
a demand of the fame purport, formerly made by the 
Latines themfelves. Amurmurofindignation^indeed, 
fpread through every part of the aflembly, Titus Man* 
Uus in particular, &ying, that ** there Ihllexifled one 
** of the fame race wim that conful, who formerly 
declared in the Capitol, that he would with his 
** own hand put to death any Latine whom he Ihould 
** leeintbefenate>houfe.” Quintus FabiusMasmus 
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£ud} ** never was the mention of any bufineis BOOK 
** in that houfe more perfectly unfeafonable than XXIII. 
« was (when the minds of the allies were in fuf- 
** penfe, and their fidelity doubtful,) the touching b!c*2i 6! 
.** on a fubiefl which might create farther difijuiet 
** amon^ them. That all prefent were bound to • 

« bury in univerlal forgetfulnefs thofe inconfiderate 
** words of one individual ; for that if ever any 
** matter occurred in that houfe that demanded 
** fecrecy, and induced a iblemn obligation to filence, 

** it was this propofition, which, beyond every other, 

** ought to be covered, concealed, and configned 
** to oblivbn, and to pafs as if it never had been 
** uttered.** This prevented any fiurther difcullion. 

They then came to a refolution, that a didlator 
fliotdd be created, to eled; members into the fenate ; 
and that he Ihould be a perfon who had formerly 
been cenfor, and was the firft in feniority living, of 
diofe who had held that office. They likewife 
ordered, that the conful Caius Terentius fhould 
be lent for, m order to nominate the di£tator. 

Leaving his troops in Apulia, he came thence by 
kmg joumies to Rome, and purfuant to the de> 
cree of the fenate, on Ae following night, accord> 
ing to the cuftom, nominated Marcus Fabius Buteo 
dilator, for fix months, without a mailer of the 
torfe. 


XXin. Buteo mounted the rollrum, attended by 
his lidors, and declared, that ** he did not approve 
** of twc didators at tme time, of which there had 
** hitherto been no precedent ; ndth^ was he con* 
** tent with his own appointment to the didatorlhip, 
*** without a mailer of the horfe j nor of the cenforial 
power bang intrulled to a fingle perfon, and to 
** that perlbn a fecond time : nor yet of authority 
<* bang granted to a didator for fix months, unlefs 
** he were to command in war. But thofe par* 
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On the road diroagh which he was to leid hb 
a’^my, there was a wood of vaft extent^ the Gaub 
called it Litana: the trees of this wood, adjwdsf 
the road on the right and left, the Gauls liad cut 
in fuch a manner, that as idng as they were tiiu 
touched they ftood, but on being pulhed, even 
with the flighteft force, they fell. Pofti^us had 
with him two Roman lemons, and had enlifted fuch 
numbers ftom among the all^ on the coaft of the 
upper fea, that he led an army of twenty>five thou- 
land men into the enemy's country. The Gauls 
polled themfelves round the outer Ikirts of the wood, 
and, when the army on its march ottered the p^j, 
they then pulhed the outermoll trees of thofe which 
they had cut ; thefe fell againll the next, and thofe 
likewife againll others unlleady before, until, over 
whelming the Romans on all fides, they crulhed in 
one univerfal ruin, men, horfes, and arms ^ fo that 
fcarcely ten of them made their efape; the 
greater part were bruifed to death by the trunks 
of the trees, or entangled in the fragments of 
branches, while the remainder, difraayed by this 
fudden and llrange difaller, were llain by the Gauls, 
who, inarms, enclofed every part ot the wood. 
Out of fo great a number, a very few were taken 
prifoners; thefe pulhing for a bridge which lay 
over a river, were intercepted by the enemy, who 
had taken polTeffion of it before. Here Poftumius 
fell, fighting with the utmoll bravoy to avmd 
being taken; This general’s head the Boians cut 
off, and, together with the fpoils taken from his 
body, carried it in triumph into a temple, which 
they held in the highelt reverence. Auenrards 
emptying the head, as their cullom is, they en- 
chafed the Ikull with gold, and jhis they ufed 
as a confecrated veffel, out of which they madb 
libations on high fellivals; and as a cup to be 
drank out of by the officiating prieft, and ^ 
other priells of the place. The booty alfo, which 

fell 
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fell loto ^ hands of the Gttuls, was as abundant, booR 
as their vi&ory was complete: for although hardly XXIII. 
any efcaped wftrufHon from the felling of the 
wood, yet every thing elfe was found ^read re- s’c.'fid! 
gularly along foe line of foe lifelefs troops ; becaufe 
there had no flight, and confequently no re- 
moval of any thing. 

XXV. On foe news of this calamity, fuch dif- 
may poflefled the public during feveral days, that 
the fhops were fout, and folitude, like that of mid- 
night, prevailed through the whole city, until the 
government charged the adiles to go round through 
all the ftreets, to order the (hops to be opened, and 
this appearance of public mourning to be laid alide. 

Then Tiberius Sempronius, aflembling the fenate, 
fwJeavoured to confole them by faying, that “ they 
whn had not funk under the ruinous difafttr at 
Canns, fhould not let their courage be deprelfed 
by misfortunes of lefe moment.'* He obferved, 
th t provided their operations againft Hannibal, 
and their Carthaginian enemies, were attended with 
fuccefs, (as he hoped they would,) the profecution 
of the war againft the Gauls might, without 
danger, be fufpended; and that it would be 
** always in the power of the gods and of the 
Roman people to take ample vengeance for their 
** treachery. It was their bufinels, therefore, to 
confult and deliberate on the meafures to be takoi 
againft the Carthaginian, and on the ftrdngth 
with which that war was to be condufted.” He 
gave them a detail of the numbers of infentry and 
cavaliy, of Romans, and of allies, in the didator's 
army : then Marcellus laid before them the amount 
of his own troops, while enquiry was made as to 
th^force in Apulia, with the conful Caius Terentius. 

But no plan could be devifed, of forming confular 
armies faffidendy powerful* to cope with fuch for- 
midable 
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BOOK midable enenues. Wherefore, though ftroagly Itio 
XXill. mulated by juft refentment, they determined to fuf* 
Y.R 7?6 proceedings againft Gaul for that year, 

fiic. 2 i 6. The didator’s army was decreed to the conftil. It 
was refolved that th6fe foldiers in Marcellus's anny, 
who had iled from Cannae, Ihould be tranfported 
into Sicily, and ferve there as long as the war Ihould 
continue in Italy ; and that to tbe fame place ihould 
be fent the lean able in the diaator’s legions, but 
there was no order that thefe ihould be detained 
during any particular term, but only for the number 
of campaigns direft ed by law. The two city legions 
were aiTigned to the other conful, who ihould be 
fubitituted in the room of Lucius Poftumius ; who, it 
was determined, ihould be elefled as foon as it 
could be done with permilHon of the aufpices : 
that two legions ihould be brought home, with 
all expedition, from Sicily ; out of which, the con- 
ful appointed to the charge of thofe of the city, 
ihould take as many foldiers as ihould be neceifary ; 
that the conful Caius Terentius ihould be continued 
in command for a year, and that no diminution 
ihould be made in the force employed under him for 
the defence of Apulia. 

XXVI. During the period in which, 
events took place, and thefe preparations were 
making in Italy, the war was profecuted with no 
lefs vigour in Spain, but fuccefs had hitherto in- 
clined to the Romans. The two Scipios, Publius 
and Cneius, divided the forces between them, that 
Cneius might condud the operations on land, 
and Publius thofe at fea ; while Hafdrubal^ who 
commanded the Carthaginians, having little con- 
fidence in any ftrength that he could mufter 
againft either, kept aloof, relying for fafety on the 
diftance and on the nature of the ground, until, 
after long and frequent Iblicitations, a reinforcement 

was 
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was fent him from Africa, of four thoufand foot B 0 0 IC 


and five hundred horfe. At length refuming hopes, XXIII. 
he removed his camp nearer to the enemy, and y ^ 
gave orders, in perfon, for preparing and fitting B.C.'»nS» 
out a fleet, for the prote£tion of the iflands, and the 
fea-coaft. In the midft of the hurry of his pre- 
parations for recommencing the war anew, he was 
greatly alarmed bjivthe defertion of the commanders 
of his fhips, who, having been feverely reprimanded 
for abandoning the fleet at the Iberus, in a cow- 
ardly manner, had never fince been very faithfully 
difpofed, either to the general, or the intereft of 
the Carthaginians. Thel'e deferters had excited an 
infurreftion in the country of the Tarteffians, where, 
at their inftigation, feveral cities had revolted, and 
one they liad even taken by florm. Inflead, there- 
fore, of directing liis operations againft the Romans, 
he turned them againfl his own nation ; and, having 
entered their territory in an hoftile manner, refolved 
to attack Galbus, a general of high reputation, 
commander of that people, who, with a powerful 
force, kept clofi* wiihin his camp, under the walls of 
the city, which had been taken a few days before. 
Accordingly, fending forward his light-armed troops 
to draw out the revolters to battle, he difpatched part 
of his infantry to ravage 'the lands, on all fides, and 
pick up ftragglers : thus, at the fitmc time, the camp 
was alarmed, and the country filled viilh flight and 
flaughter. At length, when, by different roads, 
the fuptives had efcaped wiihin ^heir works, they 
fo entirely got rid or their panic, that they had 
courage Aifficient, not only to defend them, but 
even to challenge Hafdrubal to battle. They 
fallied out therefore in a body from the camp, 
dancing according to their cuftom ; and thei% un- 
expeded boldnefs ftruck terror into thofe who, a 
little before, took pains to provoke them. Hafdru- 
bal, therefore, drew back his forces to an eminence 
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BOOK of confiderable height, and farther fecured by a 
XXIII. river running at the foot of it, ordering the advanced 
y ^ psifty of light troops, and the fcattered horfemen, td 
^treat to the fame place ; but ftill not thinking him* 
felf fufficiently fecured by the hill or the river, he 
fortified his camp completely with a rampart. While 
they thus terrified each other altcrilately, feveral 
fkirmilhes took place, in which th(i.Numidian cavalry 
proved not a match for the Spanilh, nor the Mauri* 
tanian javelin bearer for the targeteer; the latter 
polTefiing, together with equal activity, much greater 
ilrength and much more courage. 

XXVII. The Tarteflians, finding that they could 
not, by advancing to his camp, entice the Car* 
thaginian to an engagement; and that, on the 
other hand, an afiault on it would be attended 
with much difficulty, flormed the city of Afena, 
where Hafdrubal, on entering their territory, had 
floored up his corn and other provifions: and this 
gave them the command of all the adjacent coun* 
< try. And now they could no longer, either on 
a march, or in a camp, be kept in order by 
any command. As foon, therefore, as Hafdrubal 
perceived that fucceis had, as ufual, begotten fuch 
diforder, he exhorted his men to attack them 
while they draggled without their llandards; and 
defeending from the hill, proceeded, in order of 
battle, towards their camp. His approach being 
announced by meffengers, flying back in conller* 
nation from the watch polls and advanced guards, 
the general alarm was given ; on which, as fad as 
each could take up his arms, without command, 
without fignal, without regard to any regular difpo* 
fition, or even to ranks, they rufhed out to battle. 
'Fhe foremod had already engaged in fight, while 
fome ran up, in fmall parties, and others had 
not yet come out of the camp. However, at the 

beginning. 
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beg^ning) merely through their daring boldneis, BOOK 
they {truck terror into the Carthaginians; but XXIII. 
afterwards, as their thin ranks clofed with the com- 
pad bands of thefe, the danger, from the fmallneft g q 
of chdr numbers, becoming apparent, each began 
to look about for fupport, and, bdng repulfed in all 
parts, they colledted themfelves in a circle. Here, 
crowding togethef^, they were driven into fuch a 
narrow compafs, that they had fcarcely room to 
move their arms, and, in this iituation, were en- 
tirely furrounded, fo that the daughter of them con- 
tinued through the greater part of the day. A 
fmall number, having forced a paflage, made off to 
the woods and mountains ; 'with like conllernation, 
the camp was abandoned, and the whole nation, the 
day following, fubmitted to the conqueror. But h ' 
did not continue long in a ftate of peace : for orders 
were brought at feveral times from Carthage that 
Hafdrubal fhould, with all fpeed, lead his army 
into Italy. The report of this intended procedure, 
fpreadmg through Spain, wrought a change in the 
diipoiition of almoft every ftate, in favour of the 
Romans. Hafdrubal, therefore, immediately- dif- 
patched a letter to Carthage, repiefendng what mif- 
chief the faid report of his departure had occaftoned. 

ITiat ‘‘ if he were really to remove thence, the 
Romans would be mafters of Spain, before he 
Ihould crofs the Iberus. For, beftdes, that he 
had neither forces, nor commander, whom he 
** could leave in his place, the Roman generals 
“ were fuch, that, with ftrength equal to theirs, it 
** was fcarcely pollible to withftand them; where- 
fore, if they had any regard for the country in 
** quelHon, they ought to fend a fucceffor in his 
** room, with a powerful army; who, though all 
** events fhould prove profperous, would find in the 
** province but little time for repofe.*' 
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BOOK XXVIll. Although this letter made a confidef> 

XXTIl. able impreflion on the fenate, yet, deeming Italy of 
fuperior importance, and entitled to the firft atten- 
B.C. ai6*. ^ change in the orders refpefling 

Hafdrubal and his forces. Himilco was fent with 
a complete army and an extraordinary numbef of 
Ihips, in order to maintain a fuperiority in Spain, 
both by land and fea, and to deibnd it from all at- 
tacks. After tranfporting his land and fea forces, he 
fortified a camp, drew up the fhips on land, and fur- 
rounded them with a rampart ; and then, attotded 
by a body of chofen hoifemen, with all poflible ex- 
pedition, and with the fame precautions in palling 
'through nations whofe attachment was doubtful, as 
through thofe who were profeffed enemies, he came 
• to Hold rubai. As fuon as he had communicated to 
him the decrees and orders of the fenate, and learned 
. from him, in turn, the method in which the war in 
Spain was to be conduded, he returned without 
delay to his own camp, being indebted for fafety to 
the celerity of his motions ; for, before a plot could 
be concerted, any where, againfl him, he had always 
left the place. Hafdrubal, previoully to his maren, 
impofed contributions on all the dates under his 
authoiity; for he well knew that Hannibal had, on 
feveral occalions, purchafed a paffage; ^hat no 
confideration, but that of pay, made his Gallic 
auxiliaries remain with him; and that, if he had 
undertaken fuch an expedition, unprovided with 
money, he could fcarcely have penetrated fo far as 
to the Alps. Having therefore, with violent hafte, 
exadlcd the fame, he marched down to the Iberus. 
When the Rontans were informed of the decrees of 
the Carthaginians, and of Hafd rubai’s movement, the 
two commanders, renouncing every other bufinefs, 
determined with their united forces to obdrud and 
put a dop to his enterprize. For they confidered, 
that, if Hannibal, whofe fingle force Italy could 

hardly 
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hardly wlthftand, fhould be joined by the Spaniih BOOK 
army with Hufdrubal at its head, there would be an KXIII.^ 
end of the Roman empire. Anxioully intent on y 
effeding this purpofe, they made a junftion of th6ir j.c. fig] 
forces on the bank of the Iberus, and, crofling the 
river, held a long confulration whether they fhould 
diredly face the enemy, or be content with detaining 
him, by attacking 'his allies. The refult was, that 
they determined to lay fiege to the city called Ibera, 
from the river near which it flood, at that time the 
moft opulent in all that part of the country. When 
Hafdrubal underflood this, intlcad of bringing fuc- 
cour to his allies, he likewife proceeded to bcfiege a 
town, lately put under the protedion of the Ro- 
mans; in confequence of which, the fiege already 
formed by the latter w'as raifed, and their force 
direded againfl Hafdrubal himfelf. 

XXIX. For a few days, they remained en- 
camped at the diftanco, from each other, of five 
miles, not without fltinnifhes, but neither party 
offering battle. At length, on one and the fame 
day, both, as If by concert, difplayed the fignal for 
fighting, and brought their whole fbice into the 
field. The Romans were formed in three lines; 
one half of the light troops were pofled among the 
battalions in the front, the other half were lent back 
to the rear; the cavalry covered the wings. Haf- 
drubal compoled the centre of his line of Spaniards ; • 

on the right wing, he pofled his Carthaginian^ ; on 
the left, the Afiicaiis and hired auxiliaries; his ca- 
valry he placed on the wings, annexing the Naini- 
dians to the Carthaginian infantry, the othe<s to the 
Africans. Howe'&er, all the Nuinidians were not 
placed on the right wing, but thole only, whofe 
pradicc it was, to bring two horfes each into the 
field, and often in the very hottell of the hght to 
Ipring, notwitbflanding the weight of their armour, 
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BOOK from the wearied horfe upon the frelh one, like thole 
XXI II. who exhibit feats of a&ivity as a Ihow ; fo great it 
Y.r!cj 6 agility of the men, and fo docile thdr breed of 
B.C.216. liorfes. While they ftood, ranged in this manner, 
the hopes entertained by the commanders were pretty 
nearly equal on both tides : for neither one party nor 
the other had any great advantage, either in the 
number, or qualifications of their men. But the 
fentiments of the foldiery were widely different : for 
the Romans had been eatily brought by their com* 
manders to believe, that though they fought at 
a great diffance from their country, yet their efforts 
were to decide the tiite of Italy, and of the city of 
Rome. Therefore, as their return to their .native 
foil depended on the ^ue of that battle, they 
had come to a determined refolution, either to con* 
quer or die. The men who compofed the oppotite 
army were not poffeffed of fuch inflexible firmnefs ; 
for the greateft part of them were Spaniards, who 
wilhed rather to be defeated in Spain, than, after 
gaining the viftory, to be dragged into Italy. No 
iooner therefore was the firil onfet made, than almoft, 
before the javelins were thrown, the centre of their 
line began to give way ; and, on being vigoroufly 
preffed by the Romans, turned their backs. On 
the wings, however, the tight was maintained -with 
fpirit } the Carthaginians on the one, and the Afri* 
cans on the other, charging with brilknefs, and, as 
they had their enemy in a manner inclofed between 
them, attacking them on both tides. But as foon 
as the whole of the Roman troops had once come 
together into the centre, its ftrength was (ufficient 
to compel the wings to retire in oppotite dire£hon& 
Thus there were two diffinft battles ; and, in both, 
the Romans, who, after the defeat of the enemy’s 
centre, had the fuperiority both in the number and 
ftrength of their men, were completely vidorious. 
In this engagement, 'Vaft numbers of the enemy 

were 
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were flain ; and, had not the Spaniards fled fo pre> 
cipitately before the battle was well begun, very few of 
their whole army would have furvived. The cavalry 
had no fliare in the engagement : for, as foon as the 
Moors and Numidians faw the centre giving way, 
they inftantly betook themfelvcs to a precipitate flight, 
leaving the wings uncovered, and driving the ele- 
phants before them. Hafdrubal, after flaying until the 
fortune of the day was finally decided, made his efcape 
from the midfl of the carnage, accompanied by a few. 
His camp was taken and plundered by the Romans. 
If the inclinations of any people in Spain were hitherto 
doubtful, this battle fixed them in the interefl of the 
Romans, and deprived Hafdrubal of every hope, not 
only of leading an army into Italy, but even of re- 
maining in Spain with any degree of fafety. Thefe 
events being made known at Rome, by letters from 
the Scipios, caufed univerfal rejoicing, not fo much 
in confideration of the viftory itfelf, as of Hafdru- 
bal’s being thereby prevented from bringing his army 
into Italy. 

XXX. While affairs in Spain proceeded in this 
manner, the city of Petellia in Bruttium was, after a 
fiege of feveral months, taken by Himilco, an of- 
ficer of Hannibal’s. This conquefl coft the Car- 
thaginians abundance of blood; but it was not 
force, fo muen as famine, that overcame the bc- 
fieged : for, after having confiuned all kinds of eat- 
able fruits, and the flefh of every kind of four-footed 
beafl, they lived at lalt on the leather of thdr Ihields, 
on herbs and roots, and the tender bark of trees, 
with berries gathered from the brambles. Nor were 
they prevailed on to furrender, until their flrength 
was fo entirely exhaufled, that they were unable to 
ftand on the walls, or to carry their arms. After 
getting poffellion of Petellia, the Carthaginian led 
his forces againfl Confentia, which was not defended 
with equal obftinacy, but capitulated in a few days. 
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B O b K About the fame time, an army of Bruttians invefted 
XX III. Croton, a Greek city, formerly powerful in men 
yIr arms, but now reduced fo low, by many and 

9*C.2i 6. heavy misfortunes, that the number of its citizens 
of every age amounted to not quite twenty thoufand. 
The place, therefore, being dellitute of men for its 
defence, w’as eafily maftered. The citadel alone 
held out, into which, during the confufion confe* 
quent to the ftorming of the city, and while the 
other inhabitants were put to the fw'ord, fome had 
made their efcape. The Locrians too revolted 
to the Bruttians and Carthaginians, through the 
jreachery of the nobles, who betrayed the popu* 
lace. The Rhegians alone, in all that tradV, main- 
tained to the lafl their alliance with Rome, and their 
owm independence. The fame difpofition to change 
fpread alfointo Sicily, and even the family of Hiero 
was not entirely uninfe£led with the fpirit of revolt : 
for Gelo, his eldeil fon, having conceived a con- 
tempt of his father’s declining age, and alfo, fince 
the defeat at Cannae, of the Roman connexion, joined 
the Caithaginians, and would have caufed much 
diftuibance in Sicily, had not a death fo feafonable, 
that it threw fome ftain of fufpicion even on his 
&ther, carried him off, while lie was bufy in arming 
the populace, and com ting alliances. Such* were 
the tranfaftions of this year, profperous and other- 
wrife in Italy, Africa, Sicily, and Spain. Towards 
the clofe of the year, Quintus Fabius Maximus de- 
manded of the fenate, that he might be allowed to 
dedicate the temple of Venus Erycina, which he had 
vowed in his dit^atorfhip ; and the fenate decreed, 
that Tiberius Sempronius, conful eleft, fhould, as 
foon as he entered into office, propofe to the people 
the creation of Quintus Fabius, duumvir, for per- 
forming the dedication of that temple. In honour 
of Marcus .ffiimilius Lepidus, who had been twice 
conful, and an augur, his three fons, Lucius, 
cus, and Quintus, celebrated funeral games, which 
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lafted ijirec days; in the courfe of which, they BOOK 
exhibited, in the Forum, twenty-two pairs of gla- XXIf^. 
diators. The curule aediles, Caius Laetorius »nd ^ 
Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus, conful eled, wl»D, 
during his aedilefhip, had likewife been mafter' of ^ ' 
the horfe, performed the Roman games, which 
were alfo repeated during three days. The pl^bdan 
games of the aediles, Marcus Aurelius Cotta and 
Marcus Claudius Maicellus, were thrice repeated. 

At the conclufion of this third year of the Punic y. <1^537. 
war, Tiberius Sempronius, conful, alTumed the ad- B.C.sij.* 
minidration of his office on the ides of March. Of ^ 
the praetors, Quintus Fulvius Flaccus, who had for- 
merly been twice conful, and likewife cenfor, held 
the city jurifUidtion, and Valerius Laevinus 

that refpeding foreigners. The lots gave to Appius 
Claudius Pulcher the province of Sicily ; to Quintus * 
Mucius Scaevola that of Sardinia. The p>eople or- 
dained, that Marcus Marcellus fhould have authority 
as proconful, in contideration of his being the only 
one of the Roman commanders, who, fmee the dif- 
afeer at Cannae, had fought with fuccefs. 

XXXI. The fenate, on the firll day of thdr 
meeting upon bufinefs in the Capitol, palTed a de- 
cree, that double taxes fhould be impofed for that 
year, of which, one half fhould be levied without 
delay, for the purpofe of giving immediate pay to 
all the troops, excepting thofe who had been at 
Cannae. With refpeft to the feveral armies they 
ordered, that the conful Tiberius Sempronius fhould 
appoint a d^ for the two city legions to repair to 
Cale, fiom whence thefe legions fhould be condudled 
to the Claudian camp, above SuefTula. As to the 
legions which were there, confifling moflly of the 
troops who had been at Cannae, it was ordered, that 
Appius Claudius Pulcher, the praetor, fhould tranf- 
port them into Sicily, and that thofe then in Sicily 
ihould be brought home to Rome. To the army 

appointed 
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BOO it appomted to aflemble at Cale, Marcus Clau(£t;s 
XXIII. Marcellus was fent w^b orders, to lead off thofe city 
legions to the Claudian camp. Appius Claudius fent 
B.‘c.‘ 315! Metellius Croto, lieutenant-general, to take the 
cofhmand of the old army, and tranfport it into 
Sicily. People had at firft expe&ed in filence, that 
the conful would call an affembly for the cleCHon of 
a colleague in his office : afterwards, when they faw 
that Marcus Marcellus, whom above all others they 
wilhed to be appointed conful for that year, on ac> 
count of his extraordinary fuccefsful conduA in his 
praetorlhip, was, as it were purpofely, fent out of 
the way, a murmur arofe in the fenate-houfe ; on 
obfervmg which, the conful faid, “ Confcript Fa- 
thers, the public fervice required, that Marcus 
** Clauffius ihould go into Campania, to make the 
** exchange of the armies; and that a day of 
** election fhould not be proclaimed until his re> 
** turn, after hniffiing the bufinefs given him in 
charge, that you may have the conful whom 
“ the exigencies of the ftate require, and who is 
** moft agreeable to your wilhes.” After this, there 
was no mention of an election until Marcellus re- 
turned. In the mean time, Quintus Fabius Maxi- 
mus, and Titus Otacilius CralTus, were created duum- 


virs for the dedication of temples, the latter to de- 
dicate one to Mens, the former, that to Venus £ry- 
cina. Both (land in the Capitol, feparated by a 
channel running between them. A proportion was 
then offered to the people refpefting the thiee hun- 
dred Campaman horfemen, who, after faithfully ferv> 
ing out the legal term in Sicily, had returned to Rome, 
that they Ihould be admitted Roman citizens ; and 
moreover, that they fhould be deemed to have been 
citizens of Cumae, from the day preceding that on 
which the people of Campania revolted from the 
‘Romans. The palling of this law was expedited by 
the reprefentation of the men themfelves, that they 
knew not to what people they belonged, having 
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renounced thdr original country, and being not yet BOOK 
adopted into that to which they had returned from XXllL 
abroad. As foon as Marcellus came home from the y 
army, an affembly was fummoned for the choice b'c.Ik.* 
of a conful, in the room of Lucius Poftutnius. 


Marcellus was unanimoufly elected, and ordered to 
enter immediately into office ; but jufl as he was 
about to afTume the adminiftration, thunder was 


heard, and the augurs being called, pronounced, that 
there muft have been a defedl in the eleflion ; where- 
upon the patricians openly averted that the appoint- 
ment of two plebeians to the confulfhip, of which 
there had never before been an inllance, was what 
gave difpleafure to the gods. On this, Marcellus 
abdicated the office, in the place of whom was fub- 
ftituted Fabius Maximus, who had twice before 


been honoured with it. This year the fea ap- 
peared on fire ; a cow at Sinuefia brought forth a 
roal ; the ftatues in the temple of Juno Sofpita at 
Lanuvium fweated blood ; and a fhower of flones 
fell round the fame temple. On account of this 
fhower the nine days worfhip, ufual on like occa- 
fions, was performed, and the prodigies were care- 
fully expiated. 


XXXII. The confuls then made divifion of the 
forces affigned them. The army which had been 
with Marcus Junius, the didator, fell to the lhare 
of Fabius ; and that which had been compofed 
of volunteer * flaves, together with twenty-five 
thoufand of the allies, was given to Sempronius. 
The l^ons, to be brought home from Sicily, were 
decreed to Marcus Valerius, the praetor ; and Marcus 
Claudius, proconful, was fent to command the army, 
encamped above SuefTula, for the protedlion of 
Nola. The praetors fet out for Sicily and Sardinia. 

* Called ydtntt from Wo, I am willing, the anfwer given 
by each triien'he was alked wh^er he was willing to enlift. 
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BOOK The confuls gave public orders, that whenever they 
XXIII. fliould fummon a meeting of the fenate, the fenators 
perfons entitled to the piivilege of fpeaking in 
Bc'aic council*, fliould affemble at the Capuan gate. 
The prffitors, prefiding in the courts of juftice, fixed 
their tribunes in the public filh-market ; where they 
ordered all parties concerned to attend, and there 
juftice was adminiftered during that year. In t|}C 
mean time, when Mago, Hannibal’s brother, was 
juft ready at Carthage to carry over into Italy twelve 
thoufand foot, and one thoufand five hundred horfe, 
twenty elephants, and one thoufand talents of filver t> 
under the convoy of fixty fhips of war, news ar- 
rived, that the army in Spain had been deleated, 
and that almoft every ftate of that province had 
gone over to the Romans. Several were now of 
opinion that they ought, for the prefent, to lay 
afide all concern for Italy, and fend Mago, with 
the fleet and army under his command, into Spain. 
And at this very jundture, a flattering profped 
fuddenly prefented itfelf, of recovering the pufleflion 
of Sardinia : for they were told, that “ the Romah 
“ array there was fmall, and tliat Aulus Cornelius, 
“ the prefent praetor, who was well acquainted with 
“ the province, was preparing to leave it, and that a 
“ new one was expeded. They were informed 
“ alfo that the minds of the Sardinians were become 
“ diflatisfied, under the burden of a foreign go- 
** vernment of fo long continuance; uhich had, 
“ du’-ing the laft year, been marked with cruelty 
“ and avarice ; that the people were opprefled 
** with grievous taxes, and an unreafonable con- 
“ tribution of corn, and that nothing vi^s want- 
** ing, but a head to whom they might transfer 
“ their allegiance.” This intelligence was con- 

* All thofe who had held curule offices had a right to a feat in 
the fenate, and to give their opiuiQn8> but they could not vote 
until they were regularly admitted by the cenfbrsi and regiftered. 
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veyed by a fecret embaify from the principal inha^ 
bitants, at the infligation chiefly of Hampflcora, who 
at that time poflefled a ihare of interefl: and influence* 
far exceeding that of any other man in the ifland. 
Thefe accounts arriving together almoll at the fame 
moment ftunned, an^ revived them. They fent 
h^go with his fleet and army into Spain* and 
appointed Hafdrubal* furnamed the Bald, their 
general for Sardinia, afligning him a number of 
forces, nearly equal to what they had given Mago. 
At Rome* the confuls, after flniihing every bulinefs 
that was to be performed in the city, were now ac- 
tively employed in preparations for the camptugn. 
Tiberius Sempronius publiflied-a proclamation, that 
his foldiers (hould afl'emble at Sinucfla on an ap- 
pointed day ; and Quintus Fabius, with the appro- 
bation of the fenate, ifliied another, that all perfons 
fhould q^rry in their corn, of all kinds* from the 
fields to the fortified towns, before the calends of June 
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next enfuing ; and that if any difobeyed this order, 
his farm fhould be laid wade, his Haves fold by auc- 
tion* and his farin-houfes burnt. Even the praetors 
appointed to prefide in the courts of judice were not 
allowed an exemption from militaiy employments: 
it was determined that the prsetor Valerius fhould 
eo into Apulia, to receive the command of the army 
from Terentius, and that, when the legions from 
Sicily fhould arrive, he fhould emplo) them princi- 
pally in the defence of the country* and fend in their 
flead Terentius’s army under lome lieutenant-ge- 
neral. Twenty-five fhips were alfo put under the 
command of Publius Valerius* the city prajtor* that 
with them he might protect the fea-coad between 
Brundufium and Tarentum. An equal number 
were af&gned to Quintus Fulvius* for fecuring 
the coafls neared to the city. Cains Terentius* 
pro-conful* was ordered to prefs foldiers in the terri- 
tory of IHcenum, and to provide for the fecuriry of 
that part of the country ; and Titus Otacilius Craf- 
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BOOK fus, ^hen he had dedicated the temple of Menfl^ 

XXIII. ^as fent into Sicily, and invefted with the command 
of fleet. 

B,C. 215. 

y XXXIII. On this contefl;, between the two moll 
powerful nations in the world, all kings and nations 
kq)t their attention eamellly fixed ; but more par- 
ticularly, Philip, king of Macedonia, becaufe he was 
nearer to Italy than any other, being feparated from 
it only by the Ionian fea. When he firll received 
information of Hannibal having palTed the Alps, as 
he was overjoyed at the breaking out of war between 
the Romans and Carthaginians, fo, as long as there 
was no important trial of their ftrength, his judgment 
remained equally balanced between the parties, un- 
certain to which he fhould wilh fuccefs. But, when 
he faw that the Carthaginians had fought three bat- 
tles, and in each of the three had proqpd viflo- 
rious, the fcale turned to the fide favoured by for- 
tune, and he difpatched ambafiadors to Hannibal. 
Thefe, Ihunning the harbours of Brundufium and 
Tarentum, becaufe they were guarded by the Roman 
fquadrons, landed at the temple of Juno Lacinia ; 
taking their way thence through Apulia, towards Ca- 
pua, they fell in with the Roman pods, and^were 
by them conducted to the praetor, Marcus Vale- 
rius Laevinus, then encamped near Luceria. Here 
Xenophanes, who was at the head of the embafly, 
with perfed compofure declared, that he had been 
fent by king Philip to conclude a treaty of alliance 
and friendlhip with the Roman people, and was 
charged with difpatches for the c''.nfuls, <an(] for 
the lenate and people of Rome. Valerius, highly 
delighted with the profpe£l of a new alliance with 
a king of fuch diflinguilhed reputation, at a time 
when the defedlion of the old allies had become fo 
general, received thefe enemies with every degree 
of courtefy as gueils, and gave them an efcort, 
who were order^ to point out carefully the roads. 
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and vhat places, and what palTes were held by the BOOK 
Romans, or by the enemy. Xenophanes, after XXI II. 
pading through the Roman polls into Campania, y*r""^ 
came thence, by the Ihorteft road, into the camp of b!c. 115. 
Hannibal, and concluded a treaty of alliance and 
friendlhip with him on thefe terms: That “ King * 

“ Philip, with the largeft fleet that he could fit 'out, 

(and it was fuppofed that he would be able to make 
“ up the number of two hundred Ihips,) fliould come 
** over into Italy, lay wafte the fea-coa(l, and annoy 
** the enemy by fea and land, as far as lay in his 
** power. On the conclufion of the war, all Italy, 

** with the city of Rome itfelf, Ihould be the pro- 
** petty of Hannibal and the Carthaginians, and all 
** the booty fliould be at the difpolal of Hannibal. 

** As foon as the conqueft of Italy fliould be com- 
“ pleted, the Carthaginians fliould fail into Greece, 

*• and wage war againft fuch nations as the king 
** fliould direcl, and all conqucfls to be made on 
the continent, and all the iflands on the coafl of 
** Macedonia, fliould be the pioperty of Philip, and 
** united to his dominions.” 

XXXIV. On thefe conditions, principally, w'as 
a treaty concluded between the Carthaginian general 
and the Macedonian ambafiadois; and with the 
latter were fent Gifgo, Boftar, and Mago, in qua- 
lity of ambafifadors to receive the ratificntion of it 
from the king in perfon. They arrived at the fame 
fpot near the temple of Juno Lacinia, where a fliip 
lay waiting for them in a fecrct creek. Having fet 
fail from thence, and got into the open fea, they 
were defcried by the Roman fleet which guarded 
thy coafts of Calabiia : and Publius Valerius Flac- 
cus difpatched fome Corcyrrn fly-boats to purfue 
and bring back the fliip. On which the king’s party 
endeavoured, at firfl:, to efcape ; but, afterwards, 
finding that they were inferior in fwiftnefs of fail, 
they furrendered themfelves to the Romans, and 

were 
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9 O O K were brought to the commander of the fleet When 
XXm. he enquired who they were, whence, and whidier 
V']J^747. bound, Xenophanes, at firft, repeated the 

KC>zis‘ once already fucceeded 

very well, that he had been fent by Philip to the 
** Romans, and had proceeded as far as theqear* 
** ters of Marcus Valerius, but could go no further 
** with fafety, as it was not in his power to make 
** his way through Campania, every pafs there being 
“ guarded by the enemy.” Afterwards, the Car- 
thaginian drefs and manners raifed fome fufpicion of 
Hannibal’s ambalTadors ; and, fome queftions being 
put to them, their language betrayed them; on! 
which, their attendants were removed into feparate 
places, and terrified with menaces, by which means 
Hannibal’s letter to Philip was difcovered, and alfo 
the articles of the convention between the Macedo- 
nian king and the Carthaginian general. Their 
defigns being thus fully detefled, it was judged 
moil advifable, that the prifoners, and their ac- 
companieis, Ihould with all fpeed be conveyed to 
the fenate at Rome, or to the confuls,, wherever 
they Mere. For this fervice five of the quickeft 
fiuling veffels were chofen, and the command of 
them given to Lucius Valerius Antias, who received 
orders to diftribute the ambaffadors through ull the 
fliips, to be kept feparate under guards, and to 
take care that there fhould be no convcrfation or 
communication between them. About this time, 
Aulus Cornelius Mammula, returning from the 
province of Sardinia to Rome, gave a reprefenta- 
tion of the Hate of affairs in that ifland^; that all 
the people were inclined to revolt ; that Quintus 
Mucius, his fuccefibr in the government, had on his 
coining been fo afiefled by the grolfiiefs and moifture 
of the air, that he fell into a diforder, not fi> dan- 
gerous, as tedious, and confequently would, for a 
long time, be incapable of military fervice; and that 
the army there, though ftrong enough for the 

maintenance 



OF ROME. l6l 

Huintenance of order in the province, during a time BOOK 
of peace, was yet very unequal to the fupport of the EXllI. 
war, which appeared ready to break out. On this y 
the fenate decre^, that Quintus Fulvius Flaccus B.c'aiy! 
ihould enlift iive'thouiand foot, and four hundred 
horfe ; that he Oiould take care to have this legion 
conveyed to Sardinia without any delay ; and that 
he Ihould i^d fome proper perfon, commilfioned 
to condud the bufinefs of the war, until Mucius’s 
health ihould be re-eilabliOied. In this employ- 
ment was fent Titus Manlius Torquatus, who had 
been twice conful, and likewile cenfor, and who 
had, in one of his confulates, fubdued Sardinia. 

About the fame time the fleet from Carthage for 
Sardinia, under Hafdrubal, fumamed the Bald, after 
fuflFering feverely in a violent ilorm, was driven out 
of its courfe to the Balearick ifles, where a great 
deal of time was loft in docking and repairing the 
for not only their rigging, but even their hulls, 
faad'been damaged. 

XXXV. On the ftde of Italy, the profecution of 
the war, lince the battle of Cannae, had been lels 
vigorous than ufual, the ftrength of one party being 
broken, and the courage of the other enervated. 

The Campanians, therefore, undertook to bring the 
ftate of Cumae into fubje^on to themfelves. At 
firft, they tried to prevail on that people to renounce 
the alliance of Rome; but not fucceeding in that 
method, contrived a ftratagem to circumvent them. 

There was a ftated feftival at Hamae, at which all the 
Cmpanians ufed to attend. They told the Cu- 
roams; that the Campanian fenate would come thi- 
ther, and requefted that the fenate of Cumae might 
likewife come, in order that they might conmlt 
together, and, with common confent, adopt fuch 
meafures as that both ftates might have the lame 
finends and the fame foes; they themfelves, they 
fud, would bring an armed force for thdr prote^on, 

M fo 
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BOOK fo that there would be no danger either from the 
XXIII. Romans or Carthaginians. The Cumans, though 
they fufpe£ted treachery, yet offered no objection, 

B.C. 215! thinking this the beft way to cover the deception, 
which they meditated. In the mean>time Tiberius 
Sempronius, the Roman conful, after performing the 
purification of his army at Sinuefia. where he had 
appointed them to affemble, croffed the river Vul- 
turnus, and encamped at Litemum. As he had in 
this poff no employment for his arms, he obliged 
the foldiers 'frequently to go through their exercife, 
that the recruits, of whom the greateft part were 
volunteer-llaves, might learn from prafHce to follow 
the ftandards, and to know their own centuries in the 
field. In the midlt of thefe employments, the ge> 
neral’s principal care was, and be accordingly gave 
charges to the lieutenants-general and tribunes, that 
** no reproach, caff on any one on account of his 
** former condition, fhould fow difcord among the 
** troops ; that the veteran foldier Ihould be fatisfied 
“ at being •put on a level with the recruit, the firee- 
man with the volunteer-flave ; that they Ihould 
« account every pne fufficiently honourable and 
** well-bom, to whom the Roman people intrufted 
** their arms and ftandards; obferving that, what* 
** ever meafures fortune made it ncceffary to 'adopt, 
“ it was equally neceffary to fupport thefe when 
“ adopted.” Thefe direftions were not more care- 
fully inculcated by the officers than obferved by the 
foldiers ; infomuch that, in a Ihort time, they all be* 
came united in fuch a perfe^ harmony of fentiment, 
that it was almoft forgotten what each maivhad been 
before he became a foldier. While G racchiis was 
thus employed, ambaffadors from Cumse brought 
him information of the embaffy which had come to 
them, a few days before, from the Cami-anians, and 
the anfwer which they had returned, and told him, 
that the feftival would begin on the third day fol- 
lowing, and that not only the whole fenate, but the 

12 camp 
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camp and army of the Campanians would bo prc' BOOK 
lent. Having ordered the Cumans to ^convey all 
their* effeSs out of the fields into the c 5 ty, and to y R.'ra^ 
ixep clofe within the walls, Gracchus himfelf re* B.C. aiyl 
moved to Cumae, on the day previous to that which 
the Campanians had fixed for the commencement of 
their facrifices. From hence Hamae was three miles 
dillant. The Campanians, as had been concerted, 
had aflembled here in great numbers, and at a fmall 
diftance, Marius Alfius, who was Medixtuticus, that 
is, the chief magifirate of the Campanians, with 
fourteen thoufand foldiers, was fecretly encamped, 
and was much more bufily employed in prepara- 
tions for the feftival, and in the meafures requifite 
for the execution of the treacherous projeft, than 
in fortifying his camp, or any other military work. 

The feftival at Hamm was to laft three days, and 
the rites began after night-fall, fo as to be finilhed 
at midnight. This hour Gracchus judged the moil 
proper for a furprife, and accordingly, pofting 
guards at the gates to prevent any one carrying 
mtelligence of his defign, he obliged the foldiers 
to fpend the time from the tenth hour in taking 
refrelhment and getting fome fletp, that they might 
afiemble on a fignal as foon as it grew daik ; then, 
about the firft watch, he ordered the ftandards to 
be raifed, and marching out in filcnce arrived at 
Hamae at midnight. Here, finding the Campanian 
camp in a negle£ted ftate, as might be expefted 
from the foldiers having fpent the night without 
fleep, he affaulted it through all the gates at dnee, 
and put the men to the fword, fome as they lay 
llretched on the ground, others as they returned 
unarmed after fiini&ing the facrifices. In the tumul- 
tuous a^on of \this night there were more than 
two thoufand men fiain, together with their general 
Marius Alfius, and tUrty-four military ftandards 
taken. 
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BOOK XXXVI. Gracchus, after making himfelf mafter 

.^X III* of the enemy’s camp with the ioft of left than 

y hundred men, returned quickly to Cumae, bong 

siiraid of Hannibal, who had his camp cm the 
Tifata over Capua. Nor was his judgment mif- 
taken in di6lating this provident ftep ; for no fooner 
had the news of the overthrow reached Hannibal, 
than he marched by Capua with the utmoft ra- 
pidity, expeding to find at Hamae an army, which 
coniifted for the moft part of raw recruits and 
flaves, indulging extravagant joy in confequence of 
fuccefs, and employed in gathering the fpoils of the 
vanquifhed, and driving off thdr booty. He or- 
dered fuch of the Campanians as he met in their 
flight, to be conduced to Capua, under an efcort, 
and the wounded to be conveyed in carriages. At 
Hamse he found notlung but the traces of the re- 
cent carnage, and the ground covered widi the 
bodies of his allies. Several now advifed him to 
proceed diredly to Cumae, and attack that city: 
Dut, though it accorded with his anxious wiflies 
to have Cumae at leaft as a fea-port, fince he 
could not get poffeiHon of Neapolis^ neverthdefs, 
as his foldiers, on thdr hafty march, had brought 
nothing but their arms, he retired back to his 
camp on the Tifata. Being afterwards esameftly 
urg^ to the attack by the Campanians, he re- 
turned next day to Cumae vdth every thing requifite 
for a liege, and sdter utterly wafting the country, 
pitched his camp at the diftance of a mile from 
the dty, in which Gracchus had determined to 
flay, rather through the lhame of abandoiung, 
at fuch a perilous jundure, allies imploridg pro- 
te£tion from him and the Roman ^ple, man 
from any great confidence in his troops. Nd- 
ther could me other conful, Fabius, who had his 
camp at Cales, venture to croft the river Vultumus, 
bemg engaged at firft in taking new auf{nces^ after- 
ward in attending to prodigies, which were reported 

one 
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one after another ; befide, vrhile expiating thefe, he 
was told the arufpices, that it would not be eafy 
to obtain favour of the gods. 

XXX^L While Fabius was prevented from 
lUrring by thefe caufes, Sempronius was held be* 
fieged, and now was even expofed to the attacks of 
machines. Againft a huge wooden tower, which 
was brought up near to the town, the Roman conful 
raifed another tower, much more elevated, by 
fixing ftrong piles contiguous to the wall, which in 
hfelf was very high. This the befieged formed 
into a platform, whence, throwing ftones, javelins, 
and other miffile weapons, they maintained the 
defence of their works and city. At laft, when the 
machine had approached clofe to the wall, and with 
blazing firebrands, they threw on it all at once an 
immenfe quantity of combuftibles ; while the foldiers 
within, terrified by the flames, cad themfelves down 
headlong from the fame. The garrifon, lallying out 
from two gates at the very time, overthrew the 
enemy’s advanced guards, and drove them back 
to thdr camp ; fo that the Carthaginian was, on that 
day, more like a perfon befieged than befieging. 
One thoufand three hundred of the Carthaginians 
were flain, and fifty-nine taken prifoners, who, 
ftanding carelefs and negligently near the walls, and 
<m the advanced pods, and fearing nothing left than 
aftlly, were furprifed unawares. Gracchus founded 
a retreat before the enemy Ihould recover ft'om their 
fudden ftight, and drew back his men within the 
walls. Next day Hannibal, fuppofing that the con* 
ful, dated with fucceft, would be willing to try the 
iflue of a regular engagement, drew up his forces 
in order of battle between his camp and the city : 
but when he faw that not a man dirred, except in 
the cuftomary guard of the town, and that nothing 
would be hazarded on inconfiderate hopes, he re> 
turned with diftppointment to the Tiftta. At the 
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very time of the railing the fiege of Cumae, Tiberius 
Seniprorius, furnamed Longus, fought with fuccefs 
againli Hanno at Grumentum in Lucania, killed 
above two thoufand of the enemy, and took forty- 
one military Itandards, lofing tv^o hundred and 
eighty of 'his own men. Hanno, expelled from the 
Lucanian territories, retreated backward into Brut- 
tium. In another quarter, thiee towns of the Hir- 
pinians, which had revolted from the Roman people, 
were attacked and retaken by the praetor, Marcus 
Valerius. Vercellius and Sicilius, the indigators of 
the revolt, were beheaded, and above one thoufand 
of the prifoners expofed to fale : the reft of the booty 
was beftowed on the foldiers, and then the tioops 
were led back to Luceria. 


XXXVIII. While affairs proceeded thus in 
Lucania and Hiipinia, the five fhips carrying the 
captive ambaffadors of the Macedonians and Car- 
thaginians to Rome, after making a circuit from the 
upper fea to the lower, round the greater part of the 
coall of Italy, were failing by Cumae, when they 
were obfeived by Gracchus, who. not knowing 
whether they belonged to friends or enemies, fent 
a part of his fleet to meet them. Here mutual 
enquiries diicovering that the conful was at Cumae, 
the fhips put into that harbour, the prifoners were 
conduced to the conful, and the packet they had 
in chaige delivered to him. Having read the letters 
of Philip and Hannibal, he inclofed, and lent them 
to the fenatc by land, ordering th'^ ambqffadors to 
be conveyed thither by fea. Thcfe, with the* inclo- 
furcs, arrived at Rome on the fame day, or nearly; 
and the anfwers of the former on their examination 
being conformable to the contents of the letters, the 
fenate w'ere at firft grievoully perplexed at the prof- 
pe£I of fuch a formidable war impending from Ma- 
cedonia, when they were fcarcely able to fupport 
that with the Carthaginians. Yet, fo far were they 

from 
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from fuffering their courage to be deprefled, that BOOK 
they inftantly began to deliberate how they might, XXIII. 
by ofFenfive opeiations, divert the enemy from Italy, 

After ordering the pnfoners to be kept in clofe con- 
finement, and their attendants to be expnfed to pub- 
lic lale, they decreed, that, befides the twenty mips, 
under the command of Publius Valerius flaccus, 
twenty-five others ihould be got ready for fea. 

Thefe being equipped and launched, and joined by 
the five which had brought the captive ambaffadors, 
fet fail from Oftia tor Tarentum, and orders were 
fent to Publius Valerius to take on board them the 
Ibldiers, formerly commanded by Varro, and who 
were then at I’.n entum under Lucius Apuftius, lieu- 
tenant-general ; and, with his fleet, which would 
then confift of fifty thips, not only to proteft the 
coaft of Italy, but to procure intelligence concerning 
die hoftile defigns of the Macedonians. If Philip’s 
intentions were found to correfpond with the letters, 
and the informations of the ambafiadors, he was 
then to forward intelligence of this to the praetor, 

Marcus Valerius, who, leaving the command of 
the army to his lieutenant-general, Lucius Apuf- 
tius, and haftening to Tarentum to the fleet, was to 
crofs over into Macedonia with all expedition, and 
ufe his belt endeavours to detain Philip in his 
own dominions. For the maintenance of the fleer, 
and the fupport of the war with Macedonia, that 
money was ordered to be applied, which had been 
fent into Sicily to Appius Claudius to be returned 
to King Hiero, and this was conveyed to Taren- 
tum by the lieutenant-general, Lucius Apuftius. 

Together with it, were fent by Hiero two hundred 
thoufand pecks of wheat, and one hundred thoufand . 
of barley. 

XXXIX. While the Romans were employed 
in this manner, and making fuch preparations, the 
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BOOK captured ihip, which had been fent with the others 

^ Xy ill. to Rome, made its efcape on the voyage, and returned 
“ to Philip ; by which means he learned, that his am* 

ic.1?5: b^adors, with the letters, had fallen into the hands 
of the Romans. Wherefore, as he knew not what 
terms of agreement had been fettled between them 
and Hannibal, nor what accounts they would have 
brought him, he difpatched another embalTy unth 
the fame in{iru£tions. The perfons employed in 
this commillion to Hannibal were Heraclitus, fur* 
named Scotinus, Crito Berrsus, and Soiithebs Mag* 
nes: thefe effeded the bufinefs with which they 
were charged, without meeting any obftru^tm, 
either in going or returning. But the fummer had 
paded away before Philip could put himfelf in mo- 
tion, or enter on any enterprize : fo important were 
the confequences attending the capture of that iingle 
velTel with the ambaifadors, as to defer the war 
with which the Romans were threatened. With 
regard to the campaign in the neighbourhood of 
Capua, Fabius, after expiating the prodigies, pafled 
the Vulturnus, and then both the confuls entered on 
a£tion. Fabius took by aflault Combulteria, Tre* 
bula, and Saticula, (cities which had revolted to the 
Carthaginian,) and in them were made prifoners^Han* 
nibal’s garrifons, and vail numbers of Campanians. 
At Nola, as was the cafe the year before, the fenate 
being inclined to the fide of the Romans, and the 
populace to that of the Carthaginians, the latter 
held fecret cabals, in which fchemes were formed for 
mafiacring the nobility and delivering up the dty : 
but to prevent their defigns taking effed, Fabius, 
marching his army acrofs between Capua and Han- 
nibal’s camp on the li&ta, took poll over Suefliila 
in the Claudian camp, and thence detached Marcus 
Marcellus, proconful, with the troops under his 
command, to fecure the poffefEon of Nola. 
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XL* In Sardinia the bufinefs of the campaign, BOOK 
which had been fufpended ever fince the praetor XX III.^ 
Quintus Mucius had been fdzed with a fevere dif- y r 5*7^ 
order, begw to be profccuted by Titus Manlius, glc-aiy' 
who, drawing the ihips of war into dock at Carale, 
and arming the marines to z€t on land, made up, 
with the army which he received from Mucius, the 
number of twenty-two thoufand foot, and twelve 
hundred horfe. With this force he marched into 
the enemy’s country, and pitched his camp at a fmall 
diftance from that of Hampflcora. It happened that 
at this time the latter had gone into the country of 
thofe Sardinians, called Pelliti, with defign to pro- 
cure a reinforcement to his army by infilling their 
young men : his Ion, named Hiollus, commanded 
in the camp, and he, with the prefumption of youth, 
inconfiderately hazarding an engagement, was de- 
feated, and put to flight ; three thoufand of the 
Sardinians being (Iain in the battle, and about eight 
hundred taken. The reft of the troops, at firft, ran 
draggling through the fields and woods ; but, after- 
wards, all directed their flight to Comus, the prin- 
cipal city in that country, into which they heard 
that their commander had ded. This battle would 
have .put an end to the war in Sardinia, had not the 
Carthaginian fleet under Hafdrubal, which had been 
driven out of its courfe to the Balearick illes, arrived 
jud in time to revive the hopes of the revolters. 
Manlius, on hearing of the arrival of the Cartha- 
ginian fleet, marched back to Carale; and this 
aflbrded an opportunity to Hampflcora of efiefting 
a junftidn with the Carthaginian. Hafdrubal, when 
he had difembarked his troops, fent back the fleet 
to Carthage ; and then, uflng Hampflcora as a guide, 
he marched, with Are and fword, into the lands 
belonging to the allies of the Roman people, and 
would have proceeded even to Carale, had not 
Manlius, by throwing his army in the way, checked 
the violence of his depredations. For fome time. 
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BOOK encamped oppoflte to each other, at a fmall 

XXIII. diftance ; then followed Ikirmlfhes and encounters 
^ - between fmall parties, in which fuccefs was various. 

Bic.*2ir maiched out to battle, and, meeting in 

■** regular an ay, maintained a general engagement for 
the fpdcc of four hours. That the vidtory remained 
fo long in fufpenlc was owing to the Carthaginians, 
for the Sardinians had now been accuflomed to yield 
an eafy corquelt. At laft, when nothing was lO 
be fecn on any fide oi them but the Sight and 
flaughter of the Sardinians, they alfo gave way. 
But juft as» they Weic turning their backs, the Ro- 
man general, wheeling round with that wing of his 
army which had beaten the Sardinians, inclofed 
their rear, and then followed a carnage rather than 
a fight. Of the Sardinians and Carthaginians toge- 
ther, there fell twelve thoufand ; about three 
thoufand fix hundred, with twenty-feven military 
ftandards, were taken. 

XLI. But what contributed, above all, to render 
this fuccefs brilliant and memorable, was, the taking 
of the general Hafd rubai, and two other Carthagi- 
nians of high diftindion, Hanno and Mago ; Mago 
being of the Barcine family, and nearly related to 
Hannibal, and Hanno the perfon who inftigated the 
Sardinians to a revolt, and unqueftionably the au- 
thor of the prefent war. Nor was the fortune of 
the Sardinian commanders, on this occafion, le& 
remarkable; for Hioftus, fon of Hampficora, fell 
in the fight ; and the father, after having fle^ with a 
few horfemen, when, in addition to his other misfor- 
tunes, he heaid alfo of his fon’s death, put an end to 
his own life in the night-time, left fome interruption 
might prevent his defign; to the reft, the city of 
Cornus, as on the former occafion, afforded a refuge ; 
but Manlius attacking it with his vidorious troops, 
made himfelf mafter of it in a few days. On this, 
the reft of thofe ftates, which had joined Hampficora 
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and the Carthaginians, made thdr fubmiifion, and BOOK 
gave hoftages. Having iinpofed on thefe, in pro- XXItt 
portion to the power or delinquency of each, con- y ^'7^^ 
tributions of corn, and pay for the troops, he led B.C.aisI 
back his army to Carale ; and there, launching the 
ihips of war, and embarking the troops which he 
had brought to the illand, he failed to Rome, and 
informed the fenate of the total redudion of Sar- 
dinia, delivered the money railed by the contribu- 
tions to the quasRors, the com to the aediles, and 
the prifoneis to the praetor Quintus Fulvius. 

About the fame time Titus Otacilius, propraetor, 
failing over from Lilybaeum to Africa with a fleet 
of fifty Ihips, ravaf>,ed the Carthaginian territories. 

As he was returning to Sardinia, on hearing that 
Hafdrubal had lately crolfed over thither fiom the 
B.'.leares, he met his fleet on its way from Africa ; 
and, after a flight engagement in the open fea, took 
feven of the Ihips, with their crews. Their fears 
difperfed the relt not lefs effeftually than a ftorm 
would have done. It happened that, at the fame 
time, Bomilcar with fupplies of men and provifions, 
and forty elephants fent from Carthage, put into the 
harbour of Locri. On which Appius Claudius, in- 
tending to furprize him, drew all his forces haltily 
to Melfana, under a pretext of making a circuit 
round the illand, and with the favour of the tide 
crolfed over to Locri ; but Bomilcar had already 
left the place, and gone to join Hanno in Bruttium, 
and the Locrians fliut their gates againft the Romans. 
Without effeding any thing by fuch a powerful 
effoft, Appius returned to Meflfana. 

XIJI. During this fummer Marcellus made fre- 
quent excurfions from Nola, where he was Rationed 
in garrifon, into the lands of the Hirpinians and 
Caudine Samnites, and with fire and fword caufcd 
fuch utter devallation through every part of the 
/Country, as renewed in Samnium the memory of 

thofe 
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thofe calamities which they had fuffered of old* 
Both nations therefore immediately joined in fending 
ambafladors to Hannibal, who addrefled him in thb 
manner : ** Hannibal, we, by our&lves, waged war 
** againft the Roman people, as long as our own 
** arms, and our own ftrength, were fuf&cient for 
** our defence : when we found that we could no 
** longer trull to thefe, we united ourfelves to King 
** Pyrrhus ; by whom bong deferted, we fubmitted 
« to a peace, which our circumftances made ne> 
“ ceflary, and which we continued to obferve, 
** through a fpace of almoll lixty years, to the time 
** when you came into Italy. Your Idnd de* 
** meanour and lingular generolity to our country* 
** moi, whom, when priloners in your hands, you 
** reltored to us, as well as your bravery and fuc- 
** cefs, infpired us with fuch elleem and admiration, 
that having you in health and fafety to befnend 
** us, we feared not the refentment of the Roman 
“ people, nor (if it is allowable fo to fpeak) even 
** that of the gods. But now, indeed, while you 
« are not only in fafety, and pofTeired of viflory, 
** but while you are prefent, and can, in a manner, 
** hear the lamentations of our wives and children, 
and fee our houfes in flames ; Hill, we fay, webave 
" experienced, in the courfe of this fummer, fuch 
** depredations, that it feems as if Marcus Marcellus, 
** not Hannibal, were the conqueror at Canns ; the 
** Romans boailing, that you had juft vigour enough 
** for that one ftroke, and having as it were 1^ 
« your fting, are now become a drone. For near 
** one hundred years, we maintained a war againft 
“ the Roman people, without the affiftance of any 
** foreign leader or army, lince in the two years 
** that Pyrrhus was joined with us, he rather aug- 
" mented his own forces with our ftrength, than 
** defended us with his. I fliall not make a difplay 
** of our fuccefies, except in fending under the 
** yoke two confuls and two confukur armies; 

« though 
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** though it is certain that other events have con> BOOK 
** tributed to our glory. As to the difficulties and XX IIl.^ 
misfortunes vdiich we th«i underwent, we can y 
*( recount them with lefs indignation, than thole BiCaif 
** which fall upon us this day. Renowned dida- 
** tors, with their nulters of horfe; two confuls, 

** with two confular armies at a time, were ufed to 
** enter our territories ; and, with every precaution 
** of lirft exploring the country, and polling rear 
guards, proceed^ in order of battle to commit 
** depredations ; at prefent we are in a manner 
** the prey of one little garrifon, which is fcarcely 
** fufficient to man the walls of Nola. They fcour 
** every quarter of our country ; not in companies, 

** but like common robbers, with lefs precaution 
** than they would ufe in rambling through the 
** province of Rome. Now the caufe of this is, 

** thaliyou do not afford us protedlion, and that at 
“ the ume time our youth, who, if at home, would 
** defend us, are all employed under your llandards. 

** As we are not unacquainted with you or your 
** forces; as we know that you have defeated 
<c and cut off fo many armies of Romans ; furely 
** we mull judge it an eafy matter for you to over- 
** power thofe marauders amongff us, who Itraggle 
** about without order, and ramble wherever allured 
** by the llightell hope of gain. They may be in- 
** ffamly fuMued by a handful of Numidians ; and 
while you fend fupporters to us, you will, by 
** the hme means, llrip the Nolans of theirs. In 
** line, it is hoped that after having taken us under 
** your^ prote£Hon, and deemed us worthy of alii- 
aftce, you do not now judge us undeferving your 
“ interference in our defence.” 

XLni. To this Haniubal anfwered, that the 
** Hirpinians and Samnites did too many things 
** at once; they reprefented their fufferings, ped- 
** tioned for prote£lion, and at the lame time com- 
** plained of being undefended and negle&ed. 

“ Whereas, 
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** Whereas, they ought firfl to make the reprefen- 
tation; then to requeft prote£tion; and, in the 
** laft place, if their requell were not complied 
“ with, then, and not before, to complain of having - 
“ implored aid in vain. That he would lead hia 
“ atiiiy not into the territories of the Hirpiniana 
or Samnites, left he Ihould prove an additional 
burthen, but into the neareft places belonging 
** to the allies of the Roman people ; by the 
** plunder of which, he would enrich his foldiers, 
and, at the fame time, by the terror of his arms, 
« drive far away the enemy from them. As to 
** what concerned the war between him and Rome, 
“ if the fight at the Trafimeiius was more honour- 
able than that at the Trebia, and the one at 
“ Cannae than that at the Tralimenus, he was re- 
“ folved, by a ftill more complete and more fplendid 
viftory, to eclipfe the luflre of the b^le of 
** Cannae.” With this anfwer, and with ample 
prefents, he difmified the ambalTadors ; and leaving 
a fmall body of troops on the Tifata, began hiS 
march with the reft of his army, and proceeded to 
Nela. Thither alfo came Hanno from Bruttium, 
with the fupplies and the elephants brought from 
Carthage, liaving encamped at no great diftance 
from the town, he found, on enquiiy, every ciitum- 
ftance widely different from the reprefentations made 
by the ambalTadors of his allies. For no part of 
Marcellus’s condud was fuch, as could be faid to 
leave an unguarded opening either to fortune or to 
an enemy. When going to a plundering expedition, 
his praftice had been to procure a knowledge of 
the country ; to provide ftrong fupports and a fafe 
retreat ; and to ufe every care and caution juft as if 
Hannibal were prefent. At this time, when he per- 
ceived the Carthaginian approaching, he kept his 
troops within the walls, and ordered the fenators of 
Nola to walk round on the ramparts, and take a view 
oa every fide of what pafied among the enemy. From 
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the other fide, Hanno, coming up to the wall, 1n- K 
vited Herennius Baffus and Herius Pettius to a con- mIH. 
ference; and when, with the permifilon of Mar- 
cellos, they came out, he addreffed them by an 
interpreter, extolled Hannibal’s courage and fuccefe, 
and in the mod: contemptuous terms vilified the 
majefty of the Roman people, as mouldering inlb 
decay, together with their ftrength. “ But,” faid 
he, “ fuppufing all matters were on the fame footing 
as before, yet as it is found by experience bow 
“ burthenfome the government of Rome is to its con- 
“ federates, and how great the generofity of Han- 
“ nibal has been, even to every one of his pi ifoners, 

“ who bore the name of an Italian, an alliance of 
“ of friendfiiip with the Carthaginian*' was furely to 
be wilhed in preference to one with the Romans. 

** If both the confuls, with their armies, were at 
** Nola» they vi*ould no more be able to cope with 
“ Hannibal,’ than they had been at Cannae j much 
“ lefs would a fingle praetor, with a handful of men, 

“ and thefe raw lecruits, be equal to the defence of 
“ Nola. Whether Hannibal was to gain poffeffion 
“ of that town by ftorm, or by capitulation, was a 
“ matter which concerned themfelves more tl an 


** him, for gain it he would, as he had gain- i 
“ Capua and Nuceria j and how different the fate 
“ of Capua was from that of Nuceria, the Nolans 
** themfelves, fituated about midway between the 
** two places, could not but know. He refrained 
“ from mentioning the confequences which neceffa- 
** rily followed the taking of a city by affault; 
** and wl|th more pleafure took upon him to engage, 
“ that, if they would deliver up Nola, together 
** wnth Marcellus and the garrifon, they Ihould 
“ themfelves didate the terms on which they were 
** to be received into friendfiiip and alliance with 
« Hannibal.” 


XLIV. To 
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BOC^ XLIV. To tlus Herennius Bafliis replied) diet) 

XXI AT ft for many years paft, a friendfhip had fubfifted be*. 

y ** die dates of Rome and Nola» with which 

B.C.3f5! " neither party had, to that day, feen reafon to be 
“ difl&dsfied ; and that though people’s attachments 
** werd to follow the changes of fortune, it was now 
^ too late for them to change theirs. Men who 
** were afterwards to furrender to Hannibal ought 
** not to have fent for a Roman garrifon. Thdr 
** deftiny was now, and would continue to be, to 
** the laft, conneded, in every particular with that 
** of the perfon who came to their fupport.” This 
conference took away from Hannibal all hope of 
gaining Nola by treachery; he therefore invefted 
the city quite round, intending to attack the walls 
in all parts at once. When Marcellus faw turn ap- 
proach the works, having formed his troops within 
the gate, he fallied forth with great impetuofity. At 
the hrd pulh, feveral were beaten down and flain ; 
then others running up to thofe who were engaged, 
and their power being brought to an equality, the 
battle became furious, and would have been memo- 
rable among the few which are mod celebrated, had 
not violent rain, attended by a defperate dorm, fe- 
parated the combatants. After t^ fmall trial of 
drength, which ferved only to irritate their pad 
dons, they retired for that day, the Romans mto 
the city, the Carthaginians mto thar camp. How- 
ever on the iird irruption, fome of the Carthaginians, 
not above thirty, fell under the Ihock, and not one 
of the Romans. The rain continued without iiUer- ‘ 
miffion through the whole night, and laded nntil the 
tlurd hour of the following day. Wherefore, not- 
withdanding that both parties eagerly long^ for 
battle, yet they remained during that day within 
their works. On the third day, Hannibal fent a 
part of his forces to ravage the lands of the Nolans ; 
which, when Marcellus obferved, he indantly drew 
out his forces and offered battle, nor did Hannibal 

decline 
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decline tbe challenge. The diftance between the Bj 30 K‘ 
city and the camp was about a mile : in this fpace, 

- ...l- t- 1 1 • 1ll_^ •Jl XT 1 


which was level, as is all the ground about Nola^ 

the armies met. The fliout raifed, on both lides, s’c'afg' 

called back the nearell of thofe cohorts which ind 


gone into the country for plunder, to the battle, 
which had begun when they arrived. The Noladb 
joined themfelves to the Roman forces ; and Mar- 
cdlus, after commending their zeal, ordered them 
to take poll in referve, and to carry oif the wound- 
ed from the line; but, by no means to engage 
in the fight, unlefs they received a fignal from 
him. 


XLV. The battle was long doubtful, every one 
exerting himfelf to the utmoft, the officers in en- 
couraging the men, and the men in fighting. Mar- 
cellus urged his foldiers to prefs brifkly on thofe 
whom they had defeated but three days before ; who 
had been put to flight from Cumse not many days 
fince, and who, in the laH year, had been repulfed 
from'Nola by himfelf, then likewife in command, 
though with other troops. “ All the enemy’s 
“ forces,” he told them, “ were not in the field ; 
“ fome of them were rambling through the country 
“ in fearch of prey; and thofe who were in thj 
“ fight were debilitated by Campanian luxury, hav- 
“ ing exhaufled their vigour in tjie praflice of 
“ every kind of intemperance and debauchery, 
“ through the whole courfe of the winter. Their 
former ftrength was gone, they were no longer 
“ poflefTed of that firmnefs, either of body or mind, 
“ which had enabled them to furmount the Py- 
“ renean and the Alpine heights. Thofe they had 
“ now to engage with, might be called the fhadows 
** of thofe armies : men fcarcely able to fupport 
** their limbs and armour. Capua to Hannibal had 
Hot proved a Cannae. There, warlike courage ; 

N , « there. 
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BOOK ** there, military difdpline ; there, the glory of the 
KXIlf. « paft, and the hope of future times, were all extin* 
“ guilhed.” While Marcellas raifed the courage 
sic ^ contemptuous reprefentations of the 

enemy, Hannibal upbraided his in terms of reproaclt 
fer more bitter : “ He knew thefe,” he faid, “ to be 
** the fame arms and flandards, which he had feen 
** and ufed at the Trebia, at the Trafimenus, and 
** at Cannae ; but as to the men, he had certainly 
“ led one army into winter-quarters to Capua, 
and brought out thence another of a different 
kind. Do you, whom two confular armies united 
“ have never withftood, find it difficult, with all 
** your efforts, to Hand againit a Roman lieute- 
nant-general, againft the exertions of one legion, 
“ and a band of auxiliaries ? Does Marcellus, with 
his raw recruits and Nolan auxiliaries, attack 
“ us a fccond time with impunity ? Where is that 
“ foldicr of mine who dragged the conful Caius 
“ Flaminius from his horfe, and took off his 
“ head? Where is he who flew Lucius Paullus 
“ at Cannae ? Has the fword loft its edge ? • Are 
“ your right hands benumbed ; or what other pro- 
** digy is this ? You, who ufed to conquer, when 
. “ the advantage in number was againft you, now, 

** when that advantage is in your favour, fc^rcely 
“ maintain your ground. With great bravery in 
“ your tongues, you were ufed to declare, that 
“ you would take Rome if any one would lead 
** you to itj the prefent is a much lefs difficult 
“ bufinefe. I w'ilh to have a trial of your ftrength 
“ and courage here. Take Nola, a town ftand* 
“ ing in a plain, and not fenced by either fea 
** or river; and then, when you are laden with 
** the plunder and fpoils of that opulent city, I 
“ will either lead or follow you whitherfoever you 
choofe.” 


XLVL Nei- 
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!S[LVL Neither foothin^ nor reproaches wrought BOOK 
any effed towards confirming their courage. They Xltlll. 
loft ground in every quarter, while the Romans 
allhmed frefli fpirits, not only from the exhortations s.C.ix]- 
of thdr commander, but from the animating ihouts 
railed by the Nolans, in teftimony of their good 
wilhes. The Carthaginians, at length, gave up the 
conteft, and were driven into their camp ; and even 
this the Roman foldiers were eager to attack ; but 
Marcellus drew them back into Nola, where they 
were reemed with great joy, and congratulations, 
even by the populace, who till then had been more 
inclined to the Carthaginians. On that day were 
llain more than five thoufand of the enemy ; taken, 
fix hundred, with nineteen military ftandards, and 
two elephants ; four of the latter were killed in the 
battle. Of the Romans there fell not quite one 
thoufand. Both, as if by a tacit convention, fpent 
the next day in burying their dead, and Mar- 
cellus, in purfuance of a vow to Vulcan, burned 
the fpoils. On the third day after, one thoufand 
two hundred and feventy-two horfemen, partly Nu- 
midians, and partly Spaniards, through fome refent* 
ment, I fuppofe, or hopes of better treatment, de> 
ferted to Marcellus ; and thefe, during the remainder 
of the yvar, ferved the Romans, on many occafions, 
with much bravery and fidelity. After the con-' 
clufion of it, ample portions of land were alGgned 
to them in acknowledgment of their valour ; to the 
Spaniards, in Spain, and to the Numidians, in 
Africa. Hannibal, fending back Hanno from Nola 
to Bruttium, with the forces which he had brought 
thence,, went himfelf into winter-quarters in Apuha, 
and cantoned his troops in the neighbourhood of 
Arpi. When Quintus Fabius heard that the foe was 
gone into Apulia, he colleded ftores of corn from 
Nola, and Neapolis, in the camp above Sueflula, 
the fortifications of which he ftrengthened; and, 

N 2 leaving 
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BOOK leaving there a garrifon, fufficient for the fecurity 
XXUI. of the pod;, during the winter, removed nearer 
' to Capua, laying w^e the country of Campania, 
B.C.2?5. fword, to fuch a degree, that the 

people were compelled, though with no great con« 
fidence in their own ftrength, to go out of thdr 
gates, and fortify a camp near the city in the* 
open plain. Their force amounted to iix thou* 
fand men. The infantry being very indifferent 
foldiers, their piindpal reliance was on the cavalry : 
thefe, therefore, they employed in annoying the 
enemy. 

XLVII. Among a great number of Campanian 
horfemen, of high reputation, was Cerrinus Jubel* 
lius, fumamed Taurea. He was a native there, and 
celebrated for his abilities as a horfeman &r be- 
yond all the others of that country, infomuch 
that while he afted in the fervice of Rome, there 
was but one Roman, Claudius Afellus, who had 
an equal reputation in that line. For this man, 
Taurea long fearched as he rode before the fqua- 
drons of the enemy. At lad, demanding attention, 
he enquired where was Claudius Afellus, and why, 
lince he had been accudomed to affert himfelf to 
be his equal, did he not decide the point witli 
the fword; and either by differing a defeat give 
glorious fpoils, or by viftory acquire them ? When 
this was reported, in the camp, to Afellus, he only 
waited to alk the conful’s leave to engage, though 
out of rule, with the challenger. Having ob- 
tained permiffun, he indantly armed himfelf, and 
riding out beyond the advanced guards,, call^ on 
Taurea by name, and dared him to the field. The 
Romans had now come in crowds to behold the 
fight ; and the Campanians, to gain a view of it, 
had filled not only the rampart of the camp* but 
likewife the walls of the city. After a prdude of 

furious 
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furious expieOions, to give the bufinels an air of the BOOK 
greater confequence, they fpurred on their horfes, XXIII. 
with their fpears prepared for adion. Having free 
fpace, wherein they parried each other’s aflaults, the B.C. aic*. 
fight lafted for fome time without a wound on either 
fide. At length the Campanian faid to the Roman, 

** this will be but a trial of ikill between our horfes, 

** not between their riders, unlefs we defcend into 
“ yon hollow way. There, as there will be no room 
** for wheeling to one fide or another, we may 
meet hand to hand.” Scarcely were the words 
uttered, when Claudius leaped his horfe down 
into the road, on which Taurea, more daring in 
words than in adHon, faid, ** Never be an afs in a 
dyke,” which exprelfion became afterwards pro- 
verbial among rufiics. Claudius, riding up again 
into ^he plain, traverfed the ground to a confiderable 
difiance fiom the road, without meeting any anta- 
gonifi "f and then, exclaiming againft the cowardice 
of his foe, returned vidtorious to the camp, amidft 
general rejoicing and congratulations. To this en- 
counter, fome hifiories add a wonderful circum- 
ftance, (how far worthy of belief, the reader may 
judge for himfelf,) that Claudius, purfuing Taurea, 
as he fled back to the city, rode in at one of the 
enemy’s gates which ftood open, and efcaped unhurt 
through another, while the foldieis fiood motion- 
lefs through aftoniihment. 

XLVllI. From this time the troops remained 
without employment, and the conful even drew 
back his camp to a difiance, that the Campanians 
might fill their grounds ; nor did he offer any injury 
to the lands, until the blades in the com fields were 
fuffidently grown to ferve as forage. He then 
conveyed the com in this ftate into the Claudian 
camp over Sueffula, where he eredled huts againft 
die winter. He gave orders to Marcus Claudius, 

N 3 pro- 
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BOOK pro-ctmful, that, retaiiHng at Nola a garrifon fuf&cient 
XXIII. for the defence of the j^e, he fhould fend the reft 
of his force to Rome, left they fhould be a burden 
(X. 3 ic.‘ allies, and an expence to the ftate. In 

* another quarter, Tiberius Gracchus having led his 
legions from Cumae to Luceria in Apulia, detached 
thence the praetor, Marcus Valerius, to Brundulium, 
with the troops which he had commanded at Luceria, 
ordering him to guard the coaft of the Sallentine 
territory, and carefully purfue all fuch meafures as 
fhould be found requiftte with refpedt to Philip, and 
the Macedonian war. Towards the clofe of that 
fummer, in which happened thofe events which we 
have related, letters arrived from the Scipios, Pub- 
lius and Cneius, fetting forth the great importance 
and fuccefsfol ilTue of their operations in Spain ; 
but that they were in want of every thing, pay, 
clothing, and corn for the army, and the crews of 
the fhips. With regard to the pay, they obferved, 
that, if the treafury were low, they would tbem- 
felves devife fome method of procuring it from the 
Spaiuards ; but that the other articles muft, at all 
events, be fent from Rome, otherwife, neither the 
army, nor the province, could be preferved. 
When the letters were read, both the truth of the 
fadis reprefented, and the reafonablenefs of ’’the de- 
mands, were uniyerfally acknowledged ; but they 
were llruck by the following confiderations : “ What 
“ numerous forces on land and fea they were 
obliged to maintain; and, what a large ad- 
** ditional fleet muft foon be provided, in cafe 
** of a war with Macedonia breaking out. That 
** Sicily and Sardinia, which, before, had' ^d- 
“ ed a revenue, now fcarcely maintained' the 
troops employed in thdr own defence. That 
the public expences were fupplied by a tax ; 
** but as the number of thofe who contributed to 
** this tax, had been diminifhed by the great 

“ flaughter 
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Daughter of the troops at the Trafimenus, and at BOOK 
** Cannae j fo the furviving few, if loaded with mul* 

tiplied impofitions, niuft perifh likewife, only by yr!«% 
“ a different malady. It was therefore concluded, B 0. 215! 
** that, if the Date did not find fupport in credit, it 
“ could find none in money; and it was judged 
** proper, that the praetor, Fulvius, fhould go out 
“ to the aifembly of the commons, and lay before the 
“ people the necellitous fituation of the country; 

^ exhorting them, that fuch as had increafed their 
“ eftates by farming the public revenues, fhould 
now affift that government, to which they owed 
“ their profperity, with indulgence in refpeft of 
“ time; and that they fhould engage to fuinifh, by 
“ contrad, the fupplies neceflary for the army in 
“ Spain, on condition, when mone^ fhould come 
into the treafury, of being the firft paid.” Thefe 
matters the praetor explained in the affembly, and 
gave public ‘notice of the day, on which he would 
contrad for the fupplying of clothing, and com, for 
the army in Spain, and fuch other things as were 
neceflary for the men on board the fleet. 

XLIX. When the time came, three companies, 
confifting of nineteen men, attended, in order to 
engage in the contraft. Their demands were two- 
fold : firfl, that they fhould be exempted from mili- 
tary fervice as long as they might be concerned in 
this bufinefs of the flate ; the other, that when they 
had fent goods on fhip-board, any damage afterwarc^ 
fuflained either through the means of florms, or of 
the enemy, fhould be at the public lofs. Both being 
com^ied with, they concluded the contrad, and 
with the money of private perfons : fuch were the 
habits of thinking, fuch the love of their cotmtry, 
which, with uniform influence, pervaded all ranks of 
men. As all engagements were entered into with 

N 4 great 
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Rook great fpirit, fo were they fulfilled with the moft 
XXIII. ^thful punduality, and exactly in the fame manner, 
Y.R.C37. ^ fupplies were drawn, asformeily, out of an 
sic. 215! opulent treafury. At this time, the town of Illitorgi, 
having revolted to the Romans, was befieged by 
Hafdrubal, Mago, and Hamilcar fon of Bomilcar. 
Between thefe three camps, the Scipios, after a dif. 
ficult ftruggle, and a great llaughter of their oppo* 
nents, forced their way into the place, introducing 
a quantity of com, of which there had been 
a fcarcity. Then, ^ter exhorting the townfmen 
to defend their walls, with the fame courage with 
which they had feen the Roman troops fight in 
their behalf, they marched to attack the largeft 
of the camps, where Hafdrubal had the com* 
mand. Thither alfo came up the two other Car- 
thaginian generals, with their two armies, who 
perceived that on the iifue of that attack the 
fate of all depended: the troops in camp there- 
fore fallied out to the fight. There were in the 
engagement, of the enemy, fixty thoufand; of 
the Romans about fixteen thoufand ; yet fo far 
was the viftory fiom being doubtful, that the 
Romans llew a greater number of the Cartha- 
ginians than they themfelv^ had in the field; 
took above three thoufand prifoners; fomfi^what 
lefe than one thoufand horfes; fifty-nine military 
Randards ; killed five elephants in the battle ; and 
took poffeffion of the three camps on one and 
the fame day. When the fiege of Illiturgi was 
thus raifed, the Carthaginian armies marched to 
lay fiege to Intibili; recruiting their forces out 
of that province, which was, above all oth»s, 
fond of war, provided either plunder or hire 
was in view, and which, at that time, abounded 
with young men. A fecond general engagement 
took place, attended with the fame event on both 

tides* 
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Tides : upwards of thirteen thouland of the enemy BOOK 
were killed, and more than two thoufand taken, XXIII. 
with forty-two llandards and nine elephants. On ^£’ 7 ^, 
this, almofl: every (late in Spain joined the party of B.C. 315! 
the Romans ; and, during this campaign, the events 
of the war there were much more important than 
thofein Italy. 
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BOOK XXIV. 

}Jte»%nymus^ hng of Syracufe, takes part with the Carthagu 
mans ; is put to death by his fubjeSls^ on account of his 
tyranny and cruelty. Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus^ pro^ 
confute with an army compofed mojlly of Jlaves^ defeats the 
Carthaginian army under Hannoy at Beneventum ; gives 
the Jlaves liberty. Mojl of the States in Sicily go over to the 
fide of the Carthaginians. Claudius Marcellas y confuly be^ 
fteges Syracufe. War declared againjl Philip king of 
Macedonitty who is furprifed by nighty and routed at 
Apollonia. Operations f the ScipioSy againjl the Car- 
thaginiansy in Spain. Treaty of friendjhip with Syphax 
ling of Numidia ; he is defeated by Majftnijfa king of the 
Majfylians. The Celtiberians join the Romansy and their 
troops are taken into pay : the firjl injlance of mercenaries 
ferving in a Roman army. 

BOOK return from Campania into Brifttium, 

XXIV. Hanno, alEfted by the Bruttians, who ferved 
him alfo as guides, endeavoured to gain poffcflSon 
Y.R.J37. Greek cities, which were the more inclined 

’ ' to adhere to their alliance with Rome, for the very 
reafon that they faw the Bruttians, whom they both 
hated and feared, taking part with the Carthagi- 

jiians. 
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nians. The firft attempt was made on Rhegium, BOOK 
and feveral days were fpent there to no purpofe. XXIV. 
Meanwhile the Locrians haftily conveyed from the 
country into the city, corn, timber, and other ne- b*c. 
ceflaries, for which they might have occafion, 
wiihing at the fame time to leave nothing which 
the enemy could feize ; while the multitude, which 
'poured out of the gates, became every day more 
and more numerous. At laft, thofe only were left 
in the place, who were obliged to repair the works, 
and to carry weapons to the pofts of defence. 

Againft this mixed multitude, confifting of perfons 
01 all ages and ranks, and ftraggling through the 
fields, moftly unarmed, Hamilcar, the Carthaginian, 
fent out his cavalry, who, having received orders 
not to hurt any of them, only threw their fquadrons 
in the way to cut off their retreat to the city, to- 
wards which they direded their fcattered flight. 

The general himfelf, having taken his ftation on an 
eminence, which commanded a view both of that 
and the adjacent country, ordered a cohort of Brut- 
tians to approach the walls, and invite the leaders oi 
the Locrians to a conference, and, with affurances ot 
Hannibal’s friendfliip, to perfuade them to a fur* 
render. At the beginnmg of the conference, the 
BrutUans had no credit given to any of their repre- 
fentations. Afterwards, when the Carthaginians 
appeared on the hills, and the few citizens, who had 
effedled an efcape, had informed the townfmen that 
the reft of the multitude were in the enemy’s power, 
then, overconte by fear, they anfwered, that they 
would confult the people. Accordingly, they in- 
flantly fummoned an affembly, in which appeared 
all of the moil unfettled who wiihed for a change of 
meafures and of allies, with thofe, whofe relations 
had been intercepted by the enemy, and who had 
thar judgments influenced by thofe pledges, as if fo 
many holtages had been given for their condu£l; 

while- 
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BOOK while a few rather approving in filence, than VCRo 
XXIV. luring openly to maintain the caufe which they would 
^ have efpoufed, it was concluded, with every appear* 
b!c. 21^.* perfeft unanimity, to furrender to the Car- 

thaginians. Lucius Atilius, the commant^ of the 
garrifon, and the Roman foldiers who were with 
him, were privately conveyed to the harbour, and 
put on board (hips, to be carried off to Rhegium, and 
then the townfmen received Hafdrubal and his Car- 
thaginians into the city, on the condition of an alliance 
being immediately entered into on terms of equality. 
When they had furrendered, they were very near 
lofmg the benefit of this ftipulation ; for the Car- 
thaginian general accufed them of having covertly 
fent away the Roman commander, while they alleged 
that he had efcaped without their privity. A body 
of cavalry was now fent in purfuit, in cafe, by any 
accident, the current might detain him in the 
llreight, or drive the fhips to land: thefe did not 
overtake him; but they faw other fhips croffing 
from Meffana to Rhegium, which carried Roman 
foldiers, fent by the praetor, Claudius, as a garrifon 
for the fecurity of that city : in confequence of this, 
the enemy withdrew immediately from Rhegium. 
In purfuance of orders from Hannibal, a treaty of 
peace was concluded with the Locrians, on tliefe 
terms, that ** they fhould live in freedom tmder 
** their own laws; that the city fhould be open 
always to the Carthaginians, but that the harbour 
** fhould remain in their poiTeffion, as at firfl ; and 
** that, as the fundamental principle of the treaty, 
** the Carthaginians fhould, on all cccafions, adifl the 
** Locrians, and the Locrians the Carthaginians.” 

II. The Carthaginians, after this, marched back 
from the ffreight, while the Bruttians expred^ 
great diffatufaraon at their having left Rhegium 
and Locri in &fety, for they had deftined to them- 

felves 
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felves the plunder of thofe places. Wherefore, BOOK 
having formed into bodies, and armed fifteen ^ 

thoufaifd of their own young men, they fet out Y.R.537. 
to lay fiege to Croto, another Grecian city and a 
fea>port ; thinking that it would prove a very great ' 
accefiion fo their power, if they Ihould gain pof- 
felfion of an harbour on the coaft, and of a ftrongly 
fordfied town. They were embarraffed by the 
confiderations, that they could not well venture to 
proceed without calling in the Carthaginians to their 
afiiftance, lelt they Ihould appear to condud them- 
felves, in any cafe, inconfiftenrly with the charafter 
of confederates ; and that, on the contrary, Ihould 
the Carthaginian general again aft rather as an um- 
pire of peace, than an auxiliary in war, the attack 
on the independence of Croto, like the former one 
on Locri, would be productive, to them, of no ad- 
vantage. For thefc reafons it was judged moft ad- 
vifable to fend ambalTadors to Hannibal, to procut e 
from him beforehand an engagement, that Cioto, 
when reduced, Ihould be the property of the Brut- 
dans. Hannibal, remarking that perfons on the fpot 
were the fitteft to determine in fuch a cafe, referred 
them to Hanno, from whom they could obtain no 
decifive anfwer : for thefe commanders did not wifli 
that a city, fo celebrated and fo opulent, Ihould be 
plundered ; and, at the fame time, they entertained 
hopes, that, as the Bruttians were to be the alTail- 
ants, the Carthaginians not appearing either to coun- 
tenance or aid the attack, the inhabitants might, 
the more readily, come over to their fide. But 
the Crotonians were not united in their defigns, or 
in their wilhes. The fame diftemper, as it were, 
had feized every one of the ftates of Italy ; the no- 
bility and commons embracing oppofite parties, the 
former favouring the Romans, the latter violently 
oideavouring to bring about an union with the Car- 
thaginians, A deferter informed the Bruttians, that 
a difienfion of this fort prevailed in Croto, that one 

Ariilomachus 
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BOOR Ariftomachus headed the party of thefcomtuons, 

. prefled them to furrendier to the Carthaginians $ , 

Y.R,537. that the city, being very extenfive, and the works 
B.C.3IJ," ftretching to a great extent on all fides, the watches 
were divided feparately between the fenators and 
commons; and that, in every quarter, #here the 
latter had the guard, the afiailants would find a 
ready entrance. Under th'e dire£lion and guidance 
of this deferter, the Bruttians encircled the town, 
and being received into it by the plebeians, cats 
ried, at the firft aflfault, every poft except the ci* 
tadel ; of this the nobles held the pofleflion, having 
beforehand fecured a refuge there, in cafe of fuch 
an event as now happened. Ariftomachus alfo fled 
thither, pretending that he had advifed furren> 
dering the city to the Carthaginians, not to the 
Bruttians. 

III. Before the coming of Pyrrhus into Ital^, 
the wall encompafling Croto was twelve miles in 
circumference ; fince the devaft \fion, caufed by the 
war which then took place, fcarcely t-ne-half of the 
inclofed fpace was inhabited ; the river which for* 
merly flowed through the middle of the town, 
now ran on the outfide of the part occupied by 
buildings, aild the citadel was at a great dil^ance 
from thefe. Six miles from the city ftood the fa- 
mous temple of Juno Lacinia, more univerfally ce- 
lebrated than the city itfelf, and held in high vene- 
ration by all the furrounding nations. Here, a 
confecrated grove, encompafled on the extremities 
by clofe-ranged trees and tall firs, comprehended 
in the middle a tradl of rich pafture grcAind, in 
which cattle of every kind, facred to the goddels, 
fed, without any keeper, the herds of each parti- 
cular kind going out feparately, and returning at 
night to their ftalls, without ever receiving injury, 
dther from wild beafts, or men. The profits, there- 
fore, accruing from thefe cattle were great, out of 

1 which. 
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which, a pSlar of folid go^ was eredied and confe- BOOK 
crated, ip that the fane became as remarkable for X XIV. ^ 
riches as for fanftity. Several miracles are alfo y 
attributed to it, as they generally are to fuch re- B.claip. 
markable ^aces : it is faid, that there is an altar in 
the porch ^ the temple, the alhes on which are never 
moved by any wind. The citadel of Croto, hang- 
ing over the fea on one fide, and on the other 
facing the country, had originally no other defence 
than its natural fituation ; afterwards a wall wa^ 
added, inclofing a place, through which Dionyfius, 
tyrant of Sicily, effe£ling a paffage over fome rocks, 
at the back part, had taken it by furprife. The 
fort thus fituate, and deemed fufficiently fecurc, 
was held by the nobles, while the plebeians of 
Croto, in conjunflion with the Bruttians, carried 
on the fiege again!! them. After a confiderable 
time, perceiving that the place was too ftrong to be 
reduced by their own force, they yielded to ne- 
ceffity, and implored the afliftance of Hanno. Hanno 
endeavoured to prevail on the Crotonians to furren- 
der, allowing a colony of Bruttians to be fettled among 
them ; fo that their city, wafted and depopulated by 
wars, might recover its former populous ftate ; but 
not one of the whole number, excepting Ariftoma- 
chus, «vould liften to the propofal j they declared 
warmly, that “ they would rather die, than, by ad- 
“ mitting Bruttians into their fociety, be oblig^ to 
adopt foreign rites, manners, laws, and, in time$ 

** even a foreign language.” Ariftomachus, un- 
able by perfuafions to bring about a furrender, and 
finding no. opportunity of betraying the citadel, as 
he ha^ betrayed the town, left the place and went 
over to Hanno. Soon after this, ambaftadors from 
Loert going, with Honno’s permiflion, into the cita- 
del, uTed many arguments to prevail on them to fuf- 
fer themfelves to be removed to Locri, and not to 
refolve on hazarding the laft extremities. This de- 

fign 
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BOOK fign they had already got leave to e^ute from 
XX IV. Hannibal himfelf, having fent deputi^ to tiiea| with 
YR«^ perfon. Accordingly Croto was evacuated) 

b:c. 1?J: and the inhabitants, being conducted to the fea, 
went on board Ihips. The whole body of the 
people removed to Locri. In Apulia^^ven the 
' winter did not produce a fufpenflon of hollilitiffl 
between the Romans and Hannibal. The conful 
Sempronius had his winter-quarters at Luceria $ 
Hamiibal his near Arpi. Several flight engagements 
pafled between their troops, in confequence of op* 
portunitics offering, or of one or the other party 
gaining an occafional advantage ; and by thele, the 
Roman foldiery were improved, and rendered daily 
more cautious and guarded againfl the enemy’s ifra* 
tagems. 

IV. In Sicily, the whole courfe of affairs took a 
turn unfavourable to the Romans, in confequence 
of the death of Hiero, and of the kingdom de* 
volvmg on his grandfon Hieronymus, a boy, in 
whom there was originally no room to expedf mo* 
deration of conduct, much lefs, on his being in* 
veiled with abfolute power. His guardians and 
friends were happy in finding him of fuch a difpoli- 
tion, as they could hurry, at once, into ever|^ kind 
of vice. It is faid that Hiero, forefeeing that this 
would be the cafe, had, in the lall flage of his life, 
formed an intention of leaving Syracufe free, l*il 
the fovereignty, which had been acquired and 
tabliflied by honourable means, fliuuld, under the 
tyrannical adminillration of a boy, be . dellroyed 
through folly and extravagance. This deffgii his 
daughters oppofed ilrenuoully, becaufe they ex* 
pe&ed, that, while Hieronymus enjoyed the ntte of 
king, the whole adminilli ation of affairs would refl 
in them and their hufbands, Andranodoru* and 
Zoippus, for thefe were left the principal among 
his guardians. It was no eafy matter for a man, now 
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in his ninllBeth year, and befet night and day, by b O O K 
the ^in%uating wiles of women, to keep his judg> XXIV. 
menVat liberty, and to regulate his domeftic con- yr ^ 
cems by the ftandard of public utility. He, there- 
fore, onI|utook the precaution of fettmg fifteen 
guardians wer his grandfon ; and thefe he intreated, " 
in his dying moments, to maintain inviolate the 


alliance vdth the Roman people, which he had reli- 
gallfly obferved through a courfe of fifty years ; to 
aired their endeavours principally to the ma^g 
the boy tread in his fteps, and purfue the maxims 
inculcated in his education : after giving thefe 
charges, he expired, and the governors quitted him. 
The will was then produced, and the prince, now 
about fifteen years old, was brought before the 
people in aflembiy, on which a few, who had been 


placed in different parts of the crowd for the pur- 
pofe of raifing acclamations, fignified their appro- 
bation of the will j while the reft, affeded as if they 
had loft their parent, dreaded all things, in a ftate 
thus bereft of its protedor. The King’s funeral was 
next performed, and, more through the love and 
affedion of his fubjeds, than any care of his rela- 
tions, was numeroufly attended. In a little time 
after, Andranodorus difplaced the other guardians, 
affertiiig that Hieronymus had attained to the years 
of manhood, and was capable of holding the govern- 


ment; and, by thus refigning the guardianfhip, 
vrhich he held in common with many, he colleded 
in himfelf fingly the power of them all. 


V. Scarcely would even a good and moderate 
prince, fucceeding one fo highly beloved as Hiero, 
have found it eafy to acquire the afiedions of the 
S^rfftcufans. But Hieronymus, as if he meant, by 
his own faults, to excite grief for the lots of his 
graodfiither, demonftrated, immediately on his firft 
appearance, how great an alteration had taken 
place in , every particular. For the people, who 

o had 



194 


THE HISxdRY 


BOOK bad for fo many years /een Hiero, tftid his fon 
XXIV. Gilon, no way differing from the reft of thf|pi^€ns» 
Y dther in the &fhion of their drefs or any other 
2‘c.ffJ.“<oark of diftindion, now beheld purple and a 
diadetn; armed guards, and the Kii^fomedmes 
iffuing from his palace, as the tyrant Dnhyfius ufed 
to do, in a chariot drawn by four white horfes. 

• This afliiming pride ^n equipage and ft|ew natu> 
rally expofed him to univerlal contempt; befides 
which he fhewed a difdainful carriage when addrefted, 
and rudenefs in anfwermg ; generally reiufed acceis, 
not only to ftrangers, but even to his guarchans, 
and debafed himfelf by lufts of uncommon kmds 
and inhuman cruelty. Such great terror therefore 
polfcffed all men, that, of his houfehold, fome had 
recourfe to flight, others to a voluntary death, to 


avoid the fuflerings which they apprehended. Two 
of the former, Andranodorus and Zoippus, the fons> 
in.law of Hiero, and a man named Thrafo, were 


the only perfons permitted to enter his houie with 
any degree of familiarity; and though not much 
liftened to on other fubjeds, yet when they argued, 
Andranodorus and Zoippus for taking part with the 
Carthaginians, and Thrafo for maintaining the 
alliance with the Romans, they fometimes, by the 
warmth and earncftnefs of their difputes, avtraffed 


the young man’s attention. While matters xrecf in 
this fituadon, a fervant who was of the famf,fge 
with Hieronymus, and had, from childhood, enjo^ 
the privileges of perfedf familiarity with mm, 
brought information of a plot formed againft his life. 
The informer could name only one of the confpi- 
rators, Theodotus, by whom himfelf had bim 
founded on the fubjeft. This man being inihupkriy 
feized, and delivered to Andranodorus to be<i|ut 
to the torture, without hefitation confeiTed hpi- 


felf guilty, but ftill concealed his accompliceik At 
iaft, being racked, bm^ond what human patitace 

^ could 
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could indul^, he pretended to be overcome by his BOO$k 
fufieqngl ; but, inflead of making difcovery of the X XIV.^ 
plotters, he pointed his informations againft perlbns 
who had no concern in the bufinefs, telling a b!c. lie* 
feigned fluffy} that Thrafo was the author of the 
confpiracy, ind that the others would never have 
entered on any attempt of fuch importance, had they 
not been induced to it by their truft in fo powerful 
a -leader ; naming, at the fame time, thofe who, 
while he framed his account in the intervals be- 


tween his agonies and groans, occurred to him as 
the moft worthlefs among Hieronymus’s intimates. 
The mention of Thrafo, beyond every other cir- 
cumftance, made the tyrant think the information 
deferving of belief. He was therefore iuftantly 
conllgned to pumfhment, and the red, who had 
been named equally guiltlefs of tlie crime, under- 
went the like fate. Not one of the confpirators, 
though their aflociate in the plot was kept for a long 
time under the tortuie, either concealed himfelf or 
fled : fo great was their confidence in the fortitude 
and fidelity of Theodotus ; and which, indeed, 
were fully approved in him. 


VI. The only bond which preferved the con- 
nection* with Rome being now dilTolved by the 
removal of Thrafo, immediately there appeared a 
manifefl intention of fiding with the oppofite party. 
Ambafiadois were difpatched to Hannibal, who fent 
back a young man of noble birth, called Hanni- 
bal, and with him Hippocrates and Epicydes, who 
were bprn at Carthage, but derived their extrac- 
tion originally from Syracufe, whence their grand- 
father had been banilhed ; by the mother’s fide, 
they were Carthaginians. By their means, a treaty 
was formed between Hannibal and the tyrant of 
S^iftCilfe ; and, with the approbation of the Cartha- 
gnuan, they remained with the latter. The praetor, 
Apidos Clnulius, whofe province Sicily was, on being 

o 3 acquainted 
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BOOK acquainted udth tfaefe tranfaaionsy fent, immediately, 
XXIV. ^ ambaf&dors to Hieronymus, who, telling h«m that 
they were come to renew the alliance which had fub- 
B.*C. ai5'. fiftsd his grandfather, were heard and difmilTed 
with deriflon ; Hieronymus alking th^, with a 
fneer, “ what had been the event of the battle of 
Cannx ? for Hannibal’s ambalTadors told things 
“ fcarcely credible. He wiftied,” he faid, “ to know 
“ the truth, that he might thereby determine which 
** fide offered the faireff profpeft to his choice.” 
The Romans told him, that, when he began to 
liften to embafiies with feiioufnefs, they would 
return to Syracufe ; and, after admonifliing, rather 
than requefting him, not to violate faith ralhly, they 
departed. Hieronymus difpatched commifiioners to 
Carthage, to conclude an alliance conformable to 
the treaty with Hannibal ; and it was finally agreed, 
that when they fhould have expelled the Romans 
from Sicily, which, he faid, would fpeedUy be 
effected if they fent Ihips and an army, the river 
Himera, which nearly divides the ifland into two 
parts, ihould be the boundary between the dominions 
of Syracufe and thofe of Carthage. Afterwards, 
puffed up by the flatteries of people who defired him 
to remember, not only Hieio, but alfo his grand* 
father on his mother’s fide. King Pyrrhus, he fent 
another embaffy, reprefenting that he thoughj; it 
reafonable that Sicily fhould be entirely ceded to liiim, 
and that the dominion of Italy Ihould be acquired for 
the people of Carthage, as an empire of their own. 
This ficklenefs and unffeadinefs of mind, they, con- 
fidering him as a hot-brrined youth, did not wonder 
at ; nor did they enter into any difpute on ft, con- 
tent with detaching him from the party of the 
Romans. 

VII. But, on his fide, every circumftance con- 
curred to precipitate his ruin ; for, after fending bdPore 
him Hippocrates and Epicydes with two thoufand 

foldiers. 
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foldiers, to endeavour to get poflelTion of thofe B O O R 
cities wWch were held by Roman garrifons, he him- X XIV.^ 
felf, with all the reft of his forces, amounting to y rC,"^ 
fifteen thouland horfe and foot, marched to Leondni. b.C. 21;! 
Here the qnnfpirators, every one of whom happened 
to be in the army, pofted themfelves in an uninha- 
bited houfe, ftanding in a narrow lane, through which 
Hieronymus ufed to pafs to the Forum. While the 
reft ftood here, armed and prepared for aflion, wait- 
ing for his coming up, one of their number, whofe 
name was Dinomenes, and being of the body-guards, 
had it in charge, that/lts foon as the King drew near 
the door, he fhould, on fome pretence, in the nar- 
row pafs, ftop the crowd behind from advancing. 

All was executed as had been concerted. Dino- 
menes, by ftretching out his foot, as if to loofen a 
knot which was too tight, arrefted the people, and 
occafioned fuch an opening, that the King, being 
attacked as he was palTing by without his armed fol- 
lowers, was pierced with feveral wounds, before 
afiiftance could be given him. Some, op hearing 
thelhout and tumult, difcharged their weapons at 
Dinomenes, who now openly oppofed their palling ; 
notwithftanding which he efcaped with only two 
wounds. However, feeing the King ftretched on 
the gtound, they betook themfelves to flight. Of 
th^ confpirators, fome repaired to the Forum to the 
populace, who were overjoyed at the recovery 
of liberty ; others proceeded to Syracufe, to take 
die requilite precautions againft the purpofes of 
Andranodorus and other partifans of the King. 

AflFairs being in this unfettled ftate, Appius Claudius, 
when he obferved the ftorm gathering in his neigh- 
bourhood, informed the feuate by letter, that all 
Sicily fiivoured the people of Carthage and Hannibal. 

On his part, in order to counteraA the deligns of 
the Syracufans, he drew all his troops to the fron- 
tiers between that kingdom and his own province. 

Towards the clofe of ws year, Quintus Fabius, by 

o 3 direction 
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BOOK diredion of the fenate, fortified Puteoli, which, dur« 
EXIV. jjjg {hg began to be much frequented as a place 
i of trade, and placed a garrifon in it. Going thence 
B?C sij to Rome to hold the eleftions, he iffued a procIa> 
mation for the affembly, on the firft ds^ on which 
it could properly meet; and, palling by the city 
without flopping, went down to the field of Mars. 
On this day, the lot of giving the firfl vote fell to a 
younger century of the Anien tribe, and this having 
nominated Titus Otacilius and Marcus iEmilius Re> 
gillus confuls, Quintus Fabius commanded filence, 
and fpoke to this efieft : • 

VIII. " If either we had peace in Italy, or had 
“ to deal with luch an enemy as would allow of 
“ any rcmiflhtfs on our fide, I fhould deem that 
“ man deficient in piopcr refpeft to your inde- 
pendent rights, who attempted to throw any ob- 
** flacle in the way of thofc inclinations, which you 
“ biing with you into the field of eleftion, with the 
“ purpofe of confeiring the high offices of the flate 
on perfons of your own choice. But when you 
“ confider tha* the prefent war is of fuch a nature, 
“ and the conduct of our prefent enemy fuch, that 
“ none of our commanders has ever committed an 
error vvhich has not been followed by mbft dif- 
“ aftrous confequfciiccr, it behoves you to come 
hither to give your fulli ages with the fame care- 
ful rirouinfpeftion with which you go out in arms 
“ to the field of battle ; and every one ought thus 
“ to fay to himft If : ‘ I am to nominate a conful qua- 
“ lified to vie with II.>nnibai iii the art of war.’ In 
“ the picfent year, at Capua, on tfle challenge 
“ of Jubcllius Taurca, the completeft horfeman 
“ among the Campanians, we font againft him 
“ Claudius Afellus, the completeft horfeman among 
** the Romans. Againft a Gaul, who at a former 
** time pronounced a challenge on the bridge of the 
** Anio, our anceftors fent Titus Manlius, a man 

“ abundantly 
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** abundantly furnilhed both with ftrength and cou< BOOK 
“ Tage. I cannot deny that there was the lame rea- XXIV, 
“ fon for placing every degree of confidence, a few 
** years after, in Marcus Valerius, when he took 
** arms fqr the combat againfl a Gaul w'ho gave 
** a fimilar defiance. Now, as, in fele£i:ing foot 
** foldiers and horfemen, we endeavour to find fuch 
** as are fuperior, or, if that cannot be effeded, 

** equal in llrength to their antagonifis ; let us, in 
** like 'manner, look out for a commander equal 
“ to the general of the enemy. When we mall 
** have chofen the man of the moft confummate 
abilities in the nation, yet Hill, being eleded at 
** the moment, and appointed but for one year, he 
** will be matched againft another inverted with a 
“ command of long and uninterrupted continu- 
“ ance, not confined by any narrow limitations either 
“ of time or of authority, or which might hinder 
“ him to conduft "SKid execute every meafure ac- 
“ cording to the exigencies of the war; whereas 
“ with us, before we have well completed our pre- 
** paratory operations, and when we are jurt entering 
“ on bufinefs, our year expires. I need fay no nfore 
“ concerning the qualifications of the perfons whom 
“ you ought to eleft conful ; I lhall therefore only 
“ add a few obfervations refpefting thofe whom the 
“ prerogative century has made the objefts of its 
“ ftivour. Marcus iEmilius Regillus is flamen of 
“ Quirinus, confequently we could neither fend 
" him abroad from his facred employment, nor 
** keep him at home, without negleftiug, in one 
“ cafe, the bufinefs of the war, or in the other, that 
“ of religidn. Otacilius is married to a daughter of 
my filler, and has children by her. Neverthelefs, 

** I am too fenlible of the obligations which I and 
“ my ancertors owe to your kindnefs, not to prefer 
the intereft of the public to that of any private 
** connexions. In a calm fea, any mariner, even a 
** partoager, can fteer the vefiel ; but when a furious 

04 “ flown 
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O 0 K “ ftorm arifes, putting the fea into violent agitation^ 
£CIV. <« and the ihip is hurried away by the tempeft, then 
y “ a pilot of flcill and refolution becomes necediuy. 
b!c.' 2 i 5 . ** 1^1 ®ot in a calm, but have already been very 

** near foundering in feveral Aorms; you muA, 
** therefore, be careful to ufe the utmoA prudence 
and caution with refpe£t to the perfon whom you 
place at the helm. Titus Otacilius, we have had 
** a trial of you in a lefs important buAnefs: you 
“ gave us no proof that we ought to confide in you 
“ for the management of affairs of greater moment. 
“ We Atted out, this year, a fleet, of which you 
had the command, for three purpofes ; to ravage 
the coaA of Africa, to fecure our own coaAs of 


“ Italy, and, principally, to prevent reinforcements 
** with money and proviAons being tranfniitted from 
“ Carthage to Hannibal. If he has performed for 
“ the public, I do not fay all, but any one of thefe 
“ fervices, create Titus Otacilius conful. But if, 
“ on the contrary, w'hile you held the command of 
“ the fleet, every thing came to Hannibal fafe and 
“ untouched, as if he had no enemy on the fea ; 
** if the coaA of Italy has been more infeAed thb 
year than that of Africa, what reafon can you 
“ offer, why people fhould pitch on you in particu* 
lar to oppofe fuch a commander as Hannibal? If 
** you were conful, we fhould judge it requiAte to 
“ have a didator nominated according to the prac- 
** rice of our forefathers. Nor could you take 
** offence at its being thought that there was, in the 
** Roman nation, fome one fuperior to you in the 
** art of war. It concerns no man’s mterefi more than 


** your own, Titus Otacilius, that there t>e not laid 
on your fhoulders a burthen, under which you 
would Ank. I eameAly recommend, then, Ko* 
** mans, that, guided by the fame fenliments which 
** would influence you, if while you Aood armed for 
M?|}attle you were fuddenly called on to choofe two 
^kommanders, under whole condud and aufpices 

“ you 
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it you were to fight, you would proceed this day in b 0 0 
“ the election of confuls, to whom your children X X1V»^ 
“ are to fwear obedience, at whofe order they are y 
** to join the colours, and under whofe care and 
** diredion they are to wage war. The lake Thrafi- 
** moius and Canna:, examples melancholy in the 
** recolledion, are, neverthelefs, ufeful warnings to 
** guard againft the like. Crier, call back the 
“ younger Anien century to vote.” 

IX. Otacilius now exclaiming with great heat, 
that the defign of Fabius was to be continued in the 
confullhip, and becoming very obftreperous, the con* 
ful ordered his lidors to advance to him ; and, as 
he had not entered the city, but had gone diredly, 
without halting, into the field of Mars, he put him 
in mind that the axes were carried in his iafces. The* 
prerogative century proceeded a fecond time to vote, 
and cnofe confuls, Quintus Fabius Maximus, a fourth 
time, and Marcus Marcellus, a third time. The 
other centuries, without any variation, named the 
fame. One praetor was likewife re-eleded, Quintus 
Fulvius Flaccus. The other three chofen were 
new ones, Titus Otacilius Craffus, a fecond time, 

Quintus Fabius, the conful’s fon, who was at 
the time curule aedile, and Publius Cornelius Len* 
tulcs. The eledion of praetors being over, a decree 
of the fenate was palfed, that Rome fhould, out 
« of courfe, be the province of Quintus Fulvius j 
« and that he in particular fhould hold the command 
** in the city, when the confuls fhould go abroad 

to ^the campaign.” Twice in this year happened- 
great floods, and the Tiber overflowed the country, 
with great demolition of houfes and deflrudion of 
men and cattle. In the fifth year of the fecond Y.R.538. 
Punic war, Quintus Fabius Maximus, a fourth, B.C.214. 
and Marcus Marcellus, a third time, entering toge* 
ther into the confulfhip, attraded the notice of 
public in an unufual degree •, for, during ttixilif *• 
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BOOK years, there had not -been two ftich confuls. Ihe' 
old men obferved, that thus had Maximtis Rullus 
Y»Rie*8 Publius Decius been declared confuls, in the 
B.C.ai 4 .* ume of the Gallic war ; and thus, afterwards, Rapi- 
rius and Carvilius, agaiiih: the Samnites, Bruttians, 
Lucanians, and Tarentines. Marcellus was chofen 
conful in his abfence, being at the time with the 
army, and the office was continued to Fabius, who 
was on the fpot, and prelided in perfon at the 
election. The date of the times, the exigencies of 
the war, and the danger threatening the very being 
of the ftate, hindered the people from examining the* 
precedent ftriftly, neither did they fufpedt the con- 
ful of ambition for command ; on the contrary, they 
rather applauded his greatnefs of foul, becaufe, 
knowing that the ftate flood in need of a general 
of tlje highefl abilities, and that he himfelf was 
unqueflionably the perfon fo qualified, he had made 
light of any public cenfure which he might incur on 
the occafion, in comparifon with the intereft of the 
commonwealth. 

X. On the day of the confuls entering on their 
office, a meeting of the fenate W'as held in the 
Capitol, in which it was decreed, firft, that the confuls 
fhould cafl lots, or fettle between themfelves, ^hich 
of them fhould, before his fetting out for the army, 
hold the affembly for the appointment of c^fors. 
Then all thofe who were at the head of armies 
were continued in authority, and ordered to remain 
in the provinces : Tiberius Gracchus at Luceria, 
where he was with an army of volunteer Haves; 
Caius Terentius Varro in the Ficenian, and Manius 
Pomponius in the Gallic territories. Of the pra- 
ters of the preceding year, Quintus Mucius was 
ordered, in quality of pro-prator, to hold the govern- 
molt of Sardinia, and Marcus Valerius to command 
on the fea-coafl near Brundufium, watching atten* 
^ly, and guarding againft any motion which might 

be 
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be made by King of Macedonia. To Rib> 
Hus Cornelius Lentulus, jthe province of Sicily was 
decreed, and to Titus Otacilius the fame fleet which 
he had commanded the year before againft the Car* 
thaginians. Numerous prodigies were reported to 
have happened this year ; and the more thefe were 
credited by fimple and fuperftitious people, the more 
fuch flories multiplied : that at l.anuvium crows had 
built their neft in the infide of the temple of Juno 
Sofpita ; in Apulia, a green palm*tree took fire ; at 
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B.C.314. 


Mantua, a ftagnating piece of water, caufed by the 
overflowing of the river Mincius, appeared as of 
blood ; at Gales, a fhower of chalk ; and, in the 


cattle-market at Rome, one of blood fell in the 
Iftrian flreet ; a fountain under ground burfl out in 
fuch an impetuous ftream, as to roll and carry off 
jars and calks which were in the place, like a violent 
flood ; lightning fell on the public court-houfe, in 
the Capitol, the temple of Vulcan in the field of 
Mars, a nut-tree in the country of the Sabines, and a 
public road, a wall and a gate at Gabii. Other ftories 
of miracles were alieady fpread about ; that the fpear 
of Mars at Praenelle moved forward of its own 


accord ; that an ox fpoke in Sicily ; that an infant 
in the mother’s womb, in the country of the Maru* 
, cini&s, had called out, “ lo, Triumphe !” at Spole- 
tum a woman was transformed into a man, and at 
Adria an altar was feen in the Iky, and round it 
figures of men in white garments. Nay even in the 
City of Rome itfelf, befides a fwarm of bees bang 
feen in the Forum, feveral perfons, aflirming that they 
faw ^rmed kgions on the Janiculum, roufed the 
citizens to arms ; when thofe who were at the time 


on the Janiculum afferted, that no perfon had 
appeared there except the ufual inhabitants of that 
hill. Ihefe piodigies were expiated, conformably to. 
the anfwers of the Arufpices, by viftims of the greater 
kinds, and Application was ordered to be performed 
to all the deities who had Ihrincs at Rome. 


XL Having 
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BOOK XI. Havbg finifhed the ceremonies enjoined 
^3CK1V. for conciliating the favour of the godS) the cdnfiils 
Y.R'«8 fenate, to take into confideration the 

BgC.'ii 4 ,’ ^t® of tb® nation, the management of the was, the 
number of forces to be employed, and the pltces 
where the feveral divifions were to ad. It waa,re< 
folved that eighteen legions Ihould be emplojied 
againft the enemy ; that each of the confuls ihould 
take two to himielf ; that two ihould be employed 
in the defence of the provinces of Gaul, Sicily, and 
Sardinia ; that Quintus Fabius, praetor, ihould have 
two under his command in Apulia, and Tiberius 
Gracchus two of volunteer ilaves in the coun- 
try about Luceria ; that one ilionld be left to 
Caius Terentius, pro-conful, for Picenum, one to 
Marcus Valerius for the fleet at Brundufium, and 
that two ihould garrifon the city. In order to 
fill up this numbei of legions, it was neceflary to 
levy fix new ones, which the confuls were ordered 
to raife as foon as poilible ; and, at the iame time, 
to fit out an additional number of ihips; fo that, 
including thofe which were ilationed on the coails 
of Calabna, the fleet iliould, this year, confift of 
an hundred and fifty ihips of war. The levy being 
finiflied, and the new veifels launched, Quintus 
Fabius held an afiembly for the appointment of'-cen- 
fors, when Marcus Atilius Regulus and Publius 
Furius Philus were elected. A rumour fpreading, 
that war had broke out in Sicily, Titus Otacilius was 
ordered to proceed thither with his fleet ; and there 
being a fcarcity of feamen, the confuls, in purfuaace 
of a decree of the fenate, pubiiihed a proclamation, 
that every perfon, who in the cenforihip of Lucius 
^milius and Caius Flaminius had been rated, or 
whofe father had been rated at fifty thoufand ajjfet 
of brafi. *, or, from that fum, up to one hundred 
thouland t> or had fince acquired fuch a property, 

* i6iL 9s. ad. f 322I. 18s. 4d. 

Ihould, 
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Should furniih one feaman with pay for fix months ; b O O K 
every one rated from an hundred thoufand, up to XXIV^ 
three hundred thoufand*, three feamen, with pay for 
a year ; every one rated from three hundred thou* 
fand. up to one million t, five feamen ; every one 
rated higher, feven ; and that fenators fliould pro* 
vide eight feamen each, with pay for a year. The 
feamen furniflied in obedience to this ordinance, 
being armed and equipped by their owners, went 
on board the fiiips, with provifions ready drefled 
for thirty days. This was the firft inftance of a 
Roman fleet being manned at the expence of private 
pcrfons. 


XII. Thefe preparations, fo unufually great, raifed 
fears among the Campanians in particular, left the 
Romans fliould begin the campaign with the fiege 
of Capua. They fent ambaffadors, therefore, to 
Hannibal, entreating him to inarch his army to that 
place : acquainting him, that “ the Romans were 
“ railing new armies for the purpofe of laying fiege 
“ to it, tor there was no city againft which they were 
“ more highly incenfed, for having deferted their 
** party.” As this meflage, and the manner in 
which it was delivered, intimated fuch ftrong appre* 
henfiOns, Hannibal thought it advifable to proceed 
with difpatch, left the Romans might be before* 
hand with him ; whereupon, leaving Arpi, he took 
poflefliun of his old camp on the Tifata over Capua. 
Then leaving the Numidians and Spaniards for the 
defence both of the camp and the city, he marched 
away^with the left of hit. forces to the lake of Aver* 
nus, under the pretence of performing lacrifice, but 
in reahty with a defign to make an attempt on 
Futeoli and tlie garnlon there. As foon as Maximus 
received intelligence that Hannibal had departed 
from Arpi and was returning into Campania, he 

* 1,8661. i4« f 3,3291. 38. 46. 

haftened 
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BOOK hailened back to his army, without haftiiig ekhef 
i *Mght or day, fending orders to Tiberius Gracchus, to 

Y R bring forward his forces from Luceria to Beneventum) 
8!c. ai4. to the prajtor Quintus Fabius, fon to the icon, 

ful, to haften to Luceria, in^he place of Gracdntb 
At the fame time, the two praetors fet out for S^y^ 
Publius Coinelius to command the aimy, Otadlius 
the fleet on the fea-coalL The reft alfo departed to 
their refpe£tive piovinces, and thofe who were con* 
tinned in command remained in the fame diftri£ts 
where they had been in the former year. 

XIII. While Hannibal was at the lake Avemus, 
therd came to him, from Tarentum, five young men 
of quality, who had been made prifoners, fotne at 
the lake Trafimcnus, iome at Cannae, and who had 
been fent home with that geneiofity which the 
Carthaginian lliewed towards all the allies of the 
Romans : thele told him, that “ out of gratitude 
“ for his kind treatment, they had perfuaded a 
** great number of the Taientine youth to prefer 
** his alliance and friendfhip to that of the Ro- 
** mans; and that they had been fent as deputies 
“ by their countrymen, to requeft that Hannibal 
“ would draw his army nearer to Tarentum ; that 
if his ftandards and his camp weie once^-feen 
from that place, the city would, without any 
** delay, be delivered into his hands ; for the com- 
“ mons were under the influence of the younger 
** men, and the management of public affairs was 
** with the commons.’^ Hannibal, after highly 
commending and loading them with a profiifion of 
promifes, defired them to return home in orcier to 
bring the fcheme to maturity, faying, that he would 
be there in due time. With thefe hopes tht 
Tarentines were difmiffed. Hannibal had, befbtt 
their application, conceived an ardent wifh to g^ 
poffeflion of Tarentum ; he law that it was a dty 
not only opulent and of great note, but likewile a 

iesi* 
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fea>po#t, cdmmodioufly fituated, oppofite Macedonia; B O Q C 
and that King Philip, fhould he pals over into Italy, XXIV, , 
would fteer his courfe to that harbour, becaufe the y 
Romans were in poflelTion of Brundufiutn. Hav- r'c, ,1^ 
ing;^ performed the faci^ce which he had propofed 
at fils coming, and having, during his day, utterly ^ 
vHAile the land.s of Cumae, as far as to the pro> 
montory of Mifenum, he changed his route fud- 
denly to Puteoli, with defign to furprife the Roman 
garrifon. This confided of fix thoufand men, and 
the place was fecured, not orfly by the nature of its 
fituation, but by drong works. Here Hannibal 
delayed three days, and attempted the garrifon on 
every quarter ; but, finding no profpeft of fuecefs, 
he inarched forward to ravage the territory of Nea- 
polis, rather for the fake of gratifying hLs refentment, 
than with any hope of becoming mader of the town. 

By his arrival in the neighbourhood, the commons 
of Nola were encouraged to dir, having for a long 
time been difaffefted to the caufe of the Romans, 
and harbouring, at the fame time, refentment againft 
their own fenate. Deputies therefore came to invite 
Hannibal, with a pofitive promife to deliver the city 
into his hands : but the conful Marcellus, whom 


the nobles folicited, by his expeditious meafures 
prevented the defign from taking place. In one day 
he made a march from Gales to SuelTula, though 
he met with fome delay in pading the river VuU 
tumus ; and from thence, on the enfuing night, 
introduced into Nola fix thoufand foot and three 


hundred horfe, to fupport the fenate. While every 
precaution requidte for fecuring the podeflion of 
Nola 'was thus ufed by the conful with vigorous 
difpatch, Hannibal, on the other lide, was dilatory 
in his proceedings; for, after having twice before 
becPL bafiSed in a projed of the fame kind, he was 
now the lefs inclined to credit the profedions of the 
Ndlans. 


XIV. Mean. 
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BOOK XIV. Meanwhile the conful, Quintus 'Ihhkis, fet 
XXIV. out to attempt the recovery of Calilinum, which was 
'yK~^ ^ Carthaginian garrifonj and, at the fame 

B.*C.'2r4.' concert, there arrived at Beneventum, 

on one fide, Hanno fromj|pruttium, with a latm 
body of infantry and cavalry ; and, on another, ‘!n> 
berius Gracchus, from Luceria. The lattet came 
firil into the town ; then, hearing that Hanno was en> 
camped at the river Calor, about three miles diftant, 
and that, by detachments from thence, devallations 
were committed on the country, he marched out 
his troops, pitched his camp about a mile from the 
enemy, and there held an affembly of his foldiers. 
The legions which he had with him conlifted 
moftly of volunteer flaves, who had chofen rather 
to merit their liberty in filence, by the fervice of 
a fecond year, than to requeft it openly. He had 
obferved, however, as he was leaving his winter* 
quarters, that the troops, on their march, began to 
murmur, alking, whether “ they were ever to ferve 
“ as free citizens ?” He had, however, written to 
the fenate, infifting, not fo much on their wifhes, as 
on their merits ; declaring that ** he had ever found 
** them faithful and brave in the fervice ; and that, 
• “ excepting a free condition, they wanted no quali* 
“ fication of complete foldiers.” Authority, was 
mven him to ad in that bufinefs, as he himfelf 
mould judge conducive to the good of the public. 
Before he refolved upon coming to an engagement, 
therefore, he gave public notice, that “ the time was 
“ now come, when they might obtain the liberty 
“ which they had fo long wimed for. That he in* 
** tended, next day, to engage the enemy in regular 
** battle, in a clear and open pltun, where, without 
** any fear of ftratagems, the bufinefs might be die* 
** cided by the mere dint of valour. Every msil 
** then, who fhould bring home the head of an 
** enemy, he would, 

** fet free j and every 


inftantly, by his own authority, 
one, who fhould retreat from his 
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" poft, he would punilh in the fame manner as BOOK 
** a flave Everyman’s lot now depended on his XXIV. 
** own exertion ; and, as fecurity for their obtaining y 
“ their freedom, not o^y he himfelf flood pledged, 214! 
** but the conful Mar^lus, and even the whole 
** fenate, who, having been confulted by him on 

the fubjed of their freedom, had authorized him 
“ to determine in the cafe.” He then read tlie 
conful’s letter and the decree of the fenate, on 
which an univerfal fhout of joy was raifed. They 
eagerly demanded the fight, and ardently preffed 
him to give the flgnal inflantly. Gracchus gave 
notice that they fhould be gratified on the following 
day, and then difmiffed the affembly. The foldiers, 
exulting with joy, efpecially thofe who were to re- 
cdve liberty as the price of their a£live efforts for 
one day, fpent the reft of their time until night in 
getting their arms in readinefs. 

XV. Next day, as foon as the trumpets began to 
found to battle, the above-mentioned men, the firft 
of all, affembled round the general’s quarters, ready 
and marfhalled for the fight. At funrife Gracchus 
led out his troops to the field, nor did the enemy 
hefitate to meet him. Their force confided of feven- 
teen thoufand foot, moftly Bruttians and Lucanians, 
and twelve thoufand horfe, among whom were very 
few Italians, almoft all the reft were Numidians and 
Moors. The conflict was fierce and long ^ during 
four hours neither fide gained any advantage, and no 
drcumftance proved a greater impediment to the 
fuccels of the Romans, than from the heads of the 
enemy being made the price of liberty ; for when 
any had valiantly flain an opponent, he loft time, 
firit, in cutting off the head, which could not be 
readily effeded in the midft of the crowd and tumult, 
and then his right hand being employed in fecuring 
it, the braveft ceafed to take a part in the fight, and 
the conteft devolved on the inadive and daftardly. 

r The 



aio THE HISTORY 

BOOK The military tribunes now reprefented to Gracchus, 
XX IV. that the foldiers were not employed in wounding any 
of the enemy who ftood on ^jidr legs, but in maim* 
B.C. 214. ^ho had Men, and inftead of their own 

fwords in their right hands, they carried the heads of 
the flain. On which he commanded them to give 
orders with all hafte, that ** they Ihould throw away 
“ the heads, and attack the enemy : that their courage 
** was fuificiently evident and confpicuous, and that 
“ fuch brave men need not doubt of liberty.” The 
fight was then revived, and the cavalry alfo were 
ordered to charge : thefe were briikly encountered by 
the Numidians, and the battle of the hotfe was main- 
tained with no lefs vigour than that of the foot ; fo 
that the event of the day again became doubtful, 
while the commanders, on both fides, vilified thdr 
adverfaries in the moft contemptuous terms, the Ro- 
man fpeaking to his foldiers of the Lucanians and 
Bruttians, as men fo often defeated and fubdued by 
their anceftors; and the Carthaginian, of the Ro- 
mans, as flaves, foldiers taken out of the workhoufe. 
At laft Gracchus proclaimed, that his men had no 
room to hope for liberty, unlefs the enemy were 
routed that day, and driven off the field. 

XVI. Thefe words fo effedually inflamed'*’ thw 
courage, that, as if they had been fuddenly tranf- 
formed into other men, they renewed the fhout, and 
bore down on the enemy with an impetuofity, which 
it was impofiible longer to withftand. Firfl the Car- 
thaginian van-guard, then the battalions were thrown 
into confufioir; at laft the whole line was forced to 
give way ; they then plainly turned their backs, and 
fled precipitately into their camp, in fuch terror and 
difmay, that none of them made a ftand, even at the 
gates or on the rampart ; and the Romans following 
clofe, fo as to form almoft one body with them, 
began anew a fecond battle within their works. 
Here, as the fight .was more impeded by the nar- 

rownels 
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rownefs of the place, fo was the flaughter more BOOK 
dreadful, the prifoners alfo lending affiftance, who, XX I V> ^ 
during the confufion,. fnatched up weapons, and y 
forming in a body, cut^oflF numbers in the rear. So B,C. ai4*. 
great, therefore, was the carnage, that out of fo large 
an army, fcarcely two thoufand men, moil of whom 
were horfemen, efcaped with thdr commander : all 
the reft were either ilain or made prifoners ; thirty- 
dght ftandards were taken. Of the viftorious party, 
there fell about two thoufand. All the booty was 
given up to the foldiers, except the prifoners, and 
fuch cattle as ihould be claimed by the owners 
within thirty days. When they returned into th* 
camp, laden with fpoil, about four thoufand of the 
volunteer foldiers, who had fought with lefs fpirit 
than the reft, and had not broken into the Car* 
thaginian camp along with them, dreading puniih* 
ment, withdrew to an eminence at a fmall diftance. 

Next day they were brought down from thence by 
a military tribune, and arrived juft as Gracchus was 
holding an aflembly, which he had fummoned. 

Here the proconful, having, in the firft'place, ho* 
noured with military prefents the veteran foldiers, 
according to the degree of courage and aftivity 
fliewn by each in the fight, faid, that as to 
“ what concerned the volunteers, he rather wilhed 
** that all in general, worthy and unworthy, fhould 
** receive commendations from him, than that any 
** Ihould be reprimanded on fuch a day as that 
and then, praying that it might prove advan* 

" tageous, happy, and fortunate to the common* 

** wealth and to themfelves he pronounced them 
all free. On which declaration, in tranfports of joy, 
they raifed a general fliout, and while they now 
embraced and congratulated each other, raifing 
their hands towards heaven, and praying for every 
bleifing on the Roman people, and on Gracchus in 
particular, the proconful addrefled them thus : ** Be* 

pa “ fore 
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BOOK “ fore I had fet all on an equal footing of freedom, 
XXIV. « I was unwilling to diltinguifh any by a markr 
*Y R 8 ** bravery or of cowardice. But now, 

b!c. 214! “ fi^ce I have acquitted the honour of government, 
** left every diftinftion between them be loft, I will 
“ order the names of thofe who, confcious of being 
** remifs in the action, have lately made a fecefllon, 
** to be laid before me ; and, fummoning each, will 
“ bind them by an oath, that, as long as they (hall 
“ ferve me in the army, they will never, except 
obliged by ficknefs, take food or drink in any 
** other pofture than ftanding. This penalty you 
will undergo with patience, if you confider, that 
« your cowardice could not be more flightly 
“ branded.” He then gave the fignal of prepara- 
tion for a march, and the foldiers, carrying and 
driving on their booty, returned to l^neventum fo 
chearful and fo gay, that they feemed to have come 
home from a feaft, given on fome remarkable occa- 
lion, rather than from a field of battle. All the 
Beneventans poured out in crowds to meet them at 
the gates, embraced the foldiers, congratulated 
them, and prefled them to come to their houfes. 
They had already prepared entertainments in their 
inner courts, and intreated Gracchus to permi!: his 
foldiers to partake of the fame. Gracchus gave 
them leave, on condition that they Ihould all dine in 
the public ftreet: every thing was accordingly 
brought out before each perfon’s door, where the 
voltmteers dined with the caps of liberty, or white 
woollen fillets in their hands, fome reclining, others 
ftanding, who, at the fame time, attended thh reft. 
This afforded a fight fo pleafing, that Gracchus, on 
his return to Rome, ordered a reprefentation of that 
day’s feftival to be painted in the Temple of Liberty, 
which his fiither caufed to be built on the Aventine, 
out of money accruing from fines, and which he 
afterwards dedicated. 
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XVII. While thefe tran&dbns pafled at Be- BOOK 
neventum, Hannibal, after ravaging the lands of X XIV. ^ 
Neapolis, marched his army to Nola. The conful, y r' 7 * 8 ^ 
as foon as he was apprized of his approach, fent b.*C. 214! 
for the propraetor Pomponius, and the army 
which lay in the camp over Suefliila ; being deter- 
mined to go out, and not to .decline an engage- 
ment with him. He fent Caius Claudius Nero 
with the main ftrength of the cavalry, in the dead 
of the night, through the gate which was moft 
diftant from the enemy, ordering him to ride 
round fo as not to be obferved, until he came be- 
hind their army, to follow them leifurely as they 
moved, and as foon as he fliould perceive that the 
battle was begun, to advance on their rear. What 
prevented Nero from executing thefe orders, whe- 
ther miftake of the road, or the fhortnefs of the 
dme, is uncertain. Although the battle was fought 
while he was abfent, yet the Romans had evidently 
the advantage ; but by the cavalry not coming up 
in time, the plan of operations was difconcerted. 
Marccllus, not daring to follow the retiring foe, 
gave the fignal tor retreat, while his men were pur- 
fuing their fuccefs. However, more than two 
thoufand of the enemy are faid to have fallen that 
day ; of the Romans left than four hundred. About 
funlet, Nero returned, after having to no purpofe 
fatigued the men and horfes through the whole day 
and night, without even getting a light of the Car- 
thaginian i he was very feverely reprimanded by the 
conful, who went fo ftir as to affirm, that he was 
the caufe of their not having retorted on the enemy 
the difafter fufiered at Cannae. Next day the 
Roman army marched out to the field, but Han- 
nibal, tacitly acknowledging his defeat, kept with- 
in his trenches. In the dead of the night of the 
third day, giving up all hope of getting pofielfion 
of Nola, a project never attempted without loft, he 
marched away towards Tarentum, where he had a 
greater profpeft of fuccefs. 

**3 
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BOOK XVni. Nor did lefs fpirit appear in the admi* 
XXIV. nidradon of the Roman affairs at home, than in the 
Y.R cenfors being, by the empdnefs of the 

B.c'LV. treafury, difcharged from the care of ereding pub- 
lic works, turned their attention to the regulating 
of men’s morals, and checking the growth of 
vices, which, like diftempered bodies, ever apt to 
generate other maladies, had fprung up during 
the war. Firft they fummoned before them thofe, 

• who, after the battle of Cannae, were faid to have 
formed the dedgn of deferting the commonwealth, 
and abandoning Italy. At the head of thefe was 
Lucius Csccilius Metellus, who happened to be 
quaeftor at the time. They then ordered him, 
and the others accufed of the fame criminal con- 
du£f, to plead to the charge; and as thefe could 
not clear themfelves, they pronounced judgment, 
that thofe perfons had made ufe of words and 
difcourfes, tending to the detiiment of the com- 
monwealth, inafmuch as they purported the form- 
. ing of a confpiracy for the purpofe of abandoning 
Italy. Next to thefe were fummoned the over 
ingenious cafuifts, with refpeft to the means of 
diffolving the obligation of an oath, who fup- 
pofed, that by returning privately into Hannibal’s 
camp, after having begun their journey ^with 
the fell of the prifoners, they fhould fulfil the oath 
which they had taken. Of thefe, and the others above- 
mentioned, fuch as had horfes at the public expence, 
were deprived of them, and they were all degraded 
from their tribes and disfranchifed. Nor was the 
care of the cenfors confined merely to the regu- 
lating of the f^ate and the equeffrian order. 
They erafed from the lifts of the younger cen- 
turies, the names of all thofe who had not ferved 
as foldiers during the laft four years, not having 
been regularly exempted from fervice, or prevented 
by ficknefs. Thefe, in number above two thou- 
land, were disfranchifed, and all were degraded 
from their tribes. To this firople cenforial fentence 

was 
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was added a fevere decree of the fenate, that all B O O K 
thofe whom the cenfors had degraded Ihould ferve XXIV. 
as foot foldiers, and be fent into Sicily, to join’y^'^^ 
the remains of the army of Cannae ; the time b.*C. ai 4 » 
limited for the fervice of foldiers of this defcription 
being, until the enemy ihould be driven out of 
Italy. While the coifors now, on account of the 
impoveriihed treafury, declined contra£Iing for the 
repairs of the £u:red edifices, the furnilhing of 
horfes to the curule magiflrates, and other matters 
of like nature, a great number of thofe,^ who had 
been accuftomed to engage in contra^ of the 
kind, waited on them, and recommended that 
they “ tranfad every kind of bufinefs, and en- 
** gage in contradls, in the fame manner as if 
“ there were money in the coffers ; aifuring them, 

“ that no one would call on the treafury for pay- 
ment, until the conclufion of the war.” After- 
wards came the former owners of thofe whom 
Tiberius Sempronius had made free at Beneven- 
tura ; who faid, that they had been fent for by 
the public bankers, in order that they might re- 
ceive the price of their Haves; but that they did 
not defire it until the war fhould be at an end. 

When this difpofition to fupport the credit of the 
treafury appeared among the plebeian clafs, the 
property belonging to minors, and of widows, began 
to be brought in ; the people believing that they 
could not depofit it any where in greater fecurity, 
or with more religious regard to their truft, than 
under the public ftiith : and when any thing was 
bought, or laid in for the ufe of the faid minors 
or widows, a bill was given for it on the qusftor. 

This generous zeal of the private ranks fpread from 
the dty into the camp, where no horl'eman, no 
centurion, would take his pay ; and fhould any 
have received it, the others would have cenfured 
them as mercenary. 
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BOOK XIX. The conful, Quintus Fabius, lay encamped 
XXIV. before Cafilinutn, which was defended by a garrifon 
1 ^^’" g *of two thoufand Campanians, and feven hundred of 
8*0.214. Hannibal’s foldiers. The commander was Statius 
Metius, fent thither by Cneius Magius Atellanus, 
who was chief inagiflrate that year, and was now 
employed in arming the populace and the flaves 
promikuoully, intending to attack, the Roman camp 
while the conful was laying liege to the place. 
None of his deligns efcaped the knowl<'dge of 
Fabius, who therefore fent a melTage to his col- 
league at Nola, that, ** while the liege of Calilint. 

“ was carried on, there was a necellity for another 
** aimy to oppofe the Campanians ; that either 
he himfelf Ihould come, leaving a moderar-' 
“ garrifon at Nola, or, if ali'airs there requ’'*"d 
his ftay, from not yet being in a Hate of lecuruy 
againll the attempts of Hannibal, he ihould 
** in that cafe fend for the proconlul, I'lberius 
“ Gracchus, from Beneventum.” On receiving 
this meflage, Marcellus, leaving two thoufand men 
to garrifon Nola, came with the reft of his army 
to Calilinum, and, by his arrival, the Campanians, 
who were on the point of breaking out into action, 
were kept quiet. And now the two confuls, with 
united forces, pulhed on the fiege. But the Ro- 
man foldiers, in their ralh approaches to the wSils, 
receiving many wounds, and meeting little fuccels 
in any of their attempts, Quintus Fabius gave 
his opinion, that they ought to abandon an entcr- 
prife which, though of flight importaiice, was 
attended with as much dil&culty as one of great 
confequence ; and that they mould retire from 
the place, efpecially as more momentous bulinefs 
called for their attention. Marcellus prevented 
their quitting the liege with difappointment, urging, 
that there were many enterprifes of fuch a nature, 
that, as they ought not to be undertaken by great 
generals, fo when (Hice engaged in they ought 

not 
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not to be relinquiihed, becaufe the reputation either BOOK 
of fuccefs or of failure , muft be produdive of weighty XXIV. 
confequences. All kinds of works were then con- 
ftruded, and machines of every defcription puihed b!c. 2I4. 
forward to the walls. On this, the Campanians re* 
quelled of Fabius that they might be allowed to < 
retire in fafety to Capua, when, a few having come 
out of the town, Marcellus feized on the pafs by 
which they came, and immediately a promifcuous 
flaughter began near the gate, and foon after, on the 
rofjps rulhing in, it fpread through the city. About • 
hi'.y of the Campanians, who firft left the place, 
ran for refuge to Fabius, and under his protec- 
don efcaped to Capua. Thus was Caiilinum taken 
by furjjrili', during the conferences and delays of 
tlKifc who went to negociate terms of capitulation. 

'J he priloners, both Campanians and Hannibal’s fol- ' 
diers, were lent to Rome, and there Ihut up in pri- 
Ibn, and the multitude of the towns-people were dif- 
perfed among the neighbouring Hates, to be kept 
in cuHody. 

XX. At the fame time, when the arihy, after 
eftefling their purpofe, removed from Caiilinum, 
Gracchus, who was in Lucania, detached, under a 
prasfeft of the allies, feveral cohorts, which had been 
raifea in that country, to ravage the lands of the 
enemy. Thefe lianno attacked while they llrag- 
glcd in a carelefs manner, and retaliated a blow 
a in. oft as fevere as that which he had received at 
beneventum ; then, to avoid being overtaken by 
•' itucchus, he retired with the utmoll fpeed into 
Bruttimn. As to the confuls, Marcellus returned 
to Nola, whence he had come ; Fabius proceeded 
into Samnium, in order to overrun the country, 
and recover, by force, the aties which had revolted. 

The Samnites of Caudium fuffered the moll grievous 
devallations ; their territory was laid walle with fire 
to a great extent, and mea and cattle were carried 

off 
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BOOK off as fpoil. The fbllo\nng towns were taken from 
XKIV. them by affault: Combulteru, Teleiia, Compia, 
Melae, Fulfulse, and Orbitanium ; from the Luca- 

B.cia 14! Blandse ; ^cse, belonging to the Apulians* 

was taken after a fiege. In thefe towns twenty* 
,five thotifand were taken or ilain, and three hun* 
dred and feventy deferters retaken ; thefe, being 
feat by the conful to Rome, were all beaten with 
rods in the Comitium, and call down from the rock. 
All this was performed by Fabius in the courfe of 
a few days. Bad health confined Maicellus at Nola, 
and prevented his taking the field. At the fame 
time the praetor, Quintus Fabius, whofc province 
was the country round Luceiia, took by llorm a 
town called Accua, and fortified a llrong camp near 
Ardonea. While the Romans were thus employed 
in various places, Hannibal had arrived at Taren- 
turn, after utterly deftroying every thing in his way. 
At laft, when he entered the tenitory of Tarentum, 
his troops began to march in a peaceable manner ; 
nothing was injured there, nor did any ever go out 
of the road ; this proceeding flowed manifeftly not 
from the moderation either of the foldiers or their 
commander, but from a wiih to acquire the elleem 
of the Tarentines. However, after he had advanced 
almoll clofe to the walls, finding no commotion 
raifed in his favour, an event which he expe^ed to 
happen on the fight of his van-guard, he encamped 
about the dillance of a mile from the town, lliree 
days before Hannibal’s approach, Marcus Livius 
being fent by the propraetor, Marcus Valerius, 
commander of the fleet at Brundufium, had form- 
ed the young nobility of Tarentum into bodies ; 
and, polling guards at every gate, and along the 
walls, wherever there was occafion, by bis unre- 
mitting vigilance both by day, and more particu- 
larly by night, left no room for any attempt, either 
of the enemy or of the wavering allies. Wherefore, 
after many days were fpeut there to no purpofe, 

Khnnibal, 
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Hannibal, finding that none of thofe who' had at* BOOK 
tended him at the lake Avernus either came them* XX IV* ^ 
felves or fent any meffage or letter, and percriving 
that he inconfiderately fufiered himfelf to be led by fiic. ai^I 
delufive promifes, decamped and withdrew. He did not 
even then do any injury to their country, for though 
his counterfeited tendernefs had brought him no ad* 
vantage, yet he (fill entertained hopes of prevailing 
on them to renounce their prefent engagements. 

When he came to Salapia he colleded there ftores 
of corn from the lands of Metapontum and Hera* 
clea, for midfummer was now paft, and the place 
appeared commodious for winter-quarters. Ftom 
hence he lent out the Moors and Numidians to 
plunder the territory of Sallentuin, and the neareft 
woody parts of Apulia, where not much booty was 
found of any other kind than horfes, feveral duds of 
which made the principal part of their acquifitions ; 
of thefe, four thoufand were diftributed among the 
horfemen to be trained. 

XXL The Romans, feeing that a war of no flight 
moment was ready to break out in Sirily, and that the 
death of the tyrant had only given the Syracufans 
enterprifing leaders, without working any change in 
their principles or tempers, decreed that piovince to 
the conful Marcus Marcellus. Immediately after 
the murder of Hieronymus, the foldiers in Leontini 
had raifed a tumult, furioufly exclaiming, that the 
death of the king fliould be expiated by the blood of 
the confpirators. Afterwaids, the words LIBERTY 
RESTORED, a found ever delightful to the ear, , 
being frequently repeated, and hopes being held 
out of largefles from the rojal tiealure, of ferving 
under belter generals, intention at the fame time 
being made of the tyrant’s fliocking crimes, 
and more Ihocking lulls; all thefe together pro- 
duced fuch an alteration in their fentimenrs, that 
they fuflfered the body of the king, whom juft now 
they had fo violently lamented, to lie without 

burial. 
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ROOK « people, to open the gates of the ifland, and with* 
XXIV.^ « draw the garrifon. If he meant, under the pretext 
Y.R.538. ** being guardian of the fovereigniy for another, 
B C.914. toufurp it into his.own hands, he recommended it 
“ to them to recover their liberty by much keener 
« exertions thah had been (hewn againft Hierony* 
** mus.’* Accordingly, on the breaking up of the sd- 
fembly, deputies were fent. The meetings of the 
fenate were now revived ; for though it had, during 
the rdgn of Hiero, continued to ad as the public 
council of the ftate, yet fince his death, until now, 
it had never been convened, or confulted on any bu« 
iinefs. When the commillioners came to Andrano- 
dorus, he was much moved by the united voice of his 
countrymen, by their being in pofleffion of the other 
quarters of the city, and moreover by that divifion of 
the iiland, which was the ftrongelt, being loft to him, 
and in the hands of the other party. But his wife, De* 
marata, daughter of Hiero, ftill fwelling with royal ar- 
rogance and female pride, reminded him of an expref- 
fion frequently uttered by Dionyfius the Tyrant, who 
ufed to fay, that ‘‘ a man ought to relinquiOi fove- 
“ reign power when he was dragged by the feet, not 
“ while he fat on horfeback. It was cafy,” fhe faid, 
** at any moment, to refign the pofleffion of a high fta- 
tion ; to arrive at, and acquire it, was difficult and 
arduous.” Defired him to aik from the ambafla- 
** dors a little time for confideration, and to employ it 
** in lending for the foldiers from Leontini, to whom, 
“ if he promifed fome of the royal treafure, he might 
“ difpofe of every thing at his pleafure.” Thefe 
counfels, fuited to the charadei of the woman. An- 
dfanodorus neither totally rejeded nor immediately 
adopted ; judging it the lafer way to the acquifition 
of power, to yield to the times for the prefent. He 
therefore deiired the deputies to carry back for* an- 
fwer, that ** he would be obedient to the dire&ions 
** of the fenate and people.” Next day, at the firft 
10 light, 



OF ROME. jjftj 

light, be opened the gates of the ifland, and went BOOK 
into the Forum ki the Achradina. There he af- . 
cended the a^r of Concord, from whence Polysenus y.R.jjg. 
had addrcfled the people the day before, and firft, b!c.si 4. 
at the beginning of his difcourfe, fpent fome time 
in intreating their pardon for the delay which he 
had made, for he had kept the gates Ihut,** he 
faid, not with intention to feparate his own in* 

** tereft from that of the public, but through fearful 
** uncertainty, the fword being once drawn, when, 

** and in what way an end might be*put to the fhed* 

** ding of blood; whether they would be content 
with the death of the tyrant, which was all that 
“ the caufe of liberty required, or whether all who 
** had any connedUon with the court, dther by con- 
** fanguinity, affinity, or employments of any kind, 
were to be put to death, as accomplices in another*s 
guilt. As foon as he perceived that thofe who had 
** freed their country, meant alfo, together with 
** liberty, to grant it fafety, and that the deligns of 
all aimed at the promotion of the public happinefe, 

** he had not hefitated to replace, under the dire^on 
of the people, both his own perfon, and every thing 
elfe committed to his charge and guardianfhip, 

“ fince the prince who had intruded him therewith 
had perifned through his own madnefs.” Then, 
turning to thofe who had killed the tyrant, and ad* 
drelfing Theodotus and Solis by name, “ you have 
performed,” faid he a memorable exploit : but 
“ believe me, the career of your glory is only be* 
gun, not tidied ; and there yet fubfiils the ut* 
mod danger, that unlefs you exert yourfelves im* 

** mediately to fecure peace and harmony, the nation 
« may carry liberty to licentioufnels.” 

XXIII. After this difcourfe, he laid die keys of 
the gates and of the royal treafure at thdr feet. 

Bdng difmiffed, full of joy, the people, with thdr 
wives and children, fpent that day in ofiering 

thanlcf. 
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BOOK thankf^vings in all the temples of th^ gods, and 
XXIV. on the day following an aflembly was held for 
the eledion of prsetors. Among ^d^e firft was 
b!c. 2 i|i chofen Andranodorus ; the greater number of the 
reft were elefled from the bapd of confpiratprs 
againft the king. Two of thefe were abfent at 
the time, Sopater and Dinomenes; who, on hear- 
ing what had pafted at Syracufe, conveyed thither 
the money belonging to the king, which was at 
Leontini, and delivered it to quseftors appointed 
for the purpofe : to whom was alfo delivered the 
treafure which was in the illand and in the Achra- 


dina. That part of the wall, w'hich formed too 
ftrong a fence between the ifland and the city, was, 
with univerfal approbation, abolillied. The other- 
events which took place correfponded with the ge- 
neral zeal for liberty, which now actuated men’s 
minds : Hippocrates and Tpicydes, when intelli- 
gence was received of the tyrant’s death, which the 
iormer had wilhed to conceal even by the murder 
of the meffenger, were deferted by the foldiers; 
and, as the fafeft ftep in their prefent circumn 
ftances, returned to Syracufe. Left their ftay there 
ftiould fubjeft them to fufpicion, as if they were 
watching fome opportunity for eft'efting a revo- 
lution, they addrefted firft the prsetors, and after- 
wards, through them, the fenate ; reprefented, that, 
** being fent by Hannibal to Hieronymus, as to a 
friend and ally, they had obeyed his orders, in 
conformity to the will of their own commander. 
That they wilhed to return to Hannibal, but as 
“ they could not travel with lafety while every 
“ part of Sicily was overfpread with the Roman 
“ arms, they requefted that a guard might be 
“ granted to efcort them to Locri in Italy, and that 
** thus, with very little trouble, the fenate would 
“ confer a great obligation on Hannibal.” The 
requeft was ealily obtained, for the fenate wilhed 
the departure of thofe generals of the late king, men 

well 
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velllkiUed in war, and at the iame time needy and BOOR 
faring. But thi# meafure, lb agreeable to thdr XXIV. 
vnfhes, they^did not execute with the care and 
«xpedidon requifitc. Meanwhile thofe young men, 
accuftomed to a military life, employed themfelves * ,* 
fometimes among the foldiery; at others, amcH^ 
the deferters, the greateft number of whom were 
Roman feanum ; at others, among the very loweft 
clafs of plebeians, in propagating inlinuations again!): 
the fenate and nobility ; hinting to them, that “ in 
the appearance of reviving the former alliance, 

** they were fecretly formmg and preparing to- 
execute a fcheme of bringing Syracufe under 
<< the dominion of the Romans; and that then 
^ their faction, and the few advocates for the 
** renewal of the treaty, would domineer without 
■** controuL” 

XXIV. Crowds of people, difpofed to lillen to 
and believe fuch reports, hocked into Syracufe in 
^rcat numbers every day, and afforded, not only 
to Epicydes, but to Andranodorus likewife, fome 
hopes of effecting a revolution. The latter, wearied 
by the importunities of his wife, who urged that, 
now was the time to poffefs lumfelf of the fov&> 

** rdgnty, white all was in a ftate of diforder, in 
** confequencepf liberty being lately recovered, but 
** not yet eftablifhed on a regular footing; while 
** the foldiers, who owed their livelihood to the 
pay reodved from the late King, were yet at 
** hand, and while the commanders fent by Han- 
** nibal, who were well acquainted with thofe 
** foldiers, could aid the enterprife,** took, as an 
afibdate in his defign, Themiftus, to whom Gelon's 
^ughter was married; and, in a few days after, 
incautioully difclofed the affair to one Ariffon, an 
a^r on the ftage, whom he was accullomed to 
^truff with other fecrets ; a man whde birth and 

0 circum- 
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BOOK circumilances were both reputable ; nor did hie 
HXIV. employment difgrace them, btcaufe, among tlw 
yScjB. prorelfion is not confidered as diflumour- 

b!c.‘ii 4. able. This man, refolving to be guided by the duty 
» which he owed to his country, diuovered me matter 
to the praetors; who, having learned by unquef- 
donable proofe that the information was well 
founded, fidi confulted the elder fenators, by whofe 
advice iie placed a guard at the door of the fenate- 
houfe, and, as foon as Themiftus and Andranodorus 
enter^, put them to death. This in appear- 
’ ance uncommonly atrocious, the caufe of which was 
unknown to the reft, occafioned a violent uproar ; 
but, having at length procured lilence, they brought 
the informer into the fenate-houfe. H& then gavew 
regular detail of every circumftance, (hewing that 
the confpiracy owed its origin to the*marriage of 
Gelon’s daughter, Harmonia, with Themiftus ; that 
the auxiliary troops of Africans and Spaniards had 
been engaged for the purpofe of maftacring the 
prstors and others of the nobility, whofe property, 
according to orders given, was to be the booty of 
their murderers ; that a band of mercenaries, accuf* 
tomed to the command of Andranodorus, had been 
procured, with the defign of feizing again <m the 
Ifland. He afterwards laid before them every par- 
ticular; what things were to be ..done, and by 
whom, together with the whole plan of the confpi- 
racy, fupported by men with arms, ready to exe- 
cute it. On which the fenate gave judgment, that 
they had fufiered death as juftly as Hieronymus. 
The crowd< round the fenate-houfe being varioufly 
difpofed, and unacquainted with the real (late of the 
cafe, became clamorous: but, while they were 
uttering furious threats, the fight of the confjMraiorS* 
bodies in the porch of the fenate-houfe imprdfted 
them with fuch terror, that they filently followed 
the well-judging part of the plebeians to an aflembly 

which 
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which was fammoned. Sopater was commiffioned BOOK 


by the feoate and his colleagues to explain the mat* 
ter to the people. » 

XXV. He brought his charges againft the de> 
ceafed as if they were then on trial : afttf taking a 
review of their former lives, he inlifled that what- 


.R.J38. 


ever \dcked and impious afts had been perpetrated 
fince the death of Hiero, Andranodorous a^ The- 


nuftus were the authors of them. *‘For what,** 


faid he, ** did the boy Hieronymus ever do by the 
dife^on of his own will ? What, indeed, could 


“ he do who had fcarcely exceeded the years of 
childhood ? His guardians and teachers exercifed 
the fovereign power, fcreened from the public 
** hatred which fell on him ; and therefore ought to 
** have died either before Hieronymus or with him. 


Neverthelefs, thofe men who had merited and 


** been doomed to die, have, fmee the death of the 
“ tyrant, attempted new crimes; at firll openly, 

** when Andranodorous, (hutting the gates of the 
** Ifland, affumed the throne as his by inheritance, 

** and kept as proprietor what he had held as truftee : 

** afterwards, being abandoned by thofe who were in 
“ the Ifland, and blockaded by all the reft of the 
** dtizens who held the Achradina, and finding his 
** open and avowed attempts on the crown ineflFedual, 

** he endeavoured to attain it by fecret machinations 
“ and treachery : nor could he be induced to alter 
** his meafures even by kindnefe and the honour 
** conferred on him y for it fhould be remembered 
** that among the deliverers of their country, this trea- 
** cherous confpirator againft its liberty was chofen 
*« a praetor. But the fpirit of royalty has been in- * 
** fufed rato thefe men by thdr royal conforts, Hiero*s 
daughter married to one, Gelon*s to the other.** 
At thete words a fhout was heard from every part of 
die aflembly, that ** none of the race of the tyrants 
•* ought to live.** Such is the nature of the populace; 

Q z they 
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BOOK they are dther abjed; flaves or tyrannic mailers* 
XXIV. Liberty, which confiils in a mean between thefe, they 
ather undervalue, or know aat how to enjoy with 
B.C.214. moderation ; and in general, there .are not wanting 
agents difpofed to foment their pallions, who, work* 
ing on mmds which delight in cruelty, and know no 
renraint in the prance of it, exafperate them to ads 
of blood and daughter. Thus, on the prefent occa* 
fion, the prsetors mftantly propofed the palling of an 
order, and it was hardly propofed before it was 
pafled, that all the royal iiunily Ihould be put to 
death ; whereupon perfons fent by thefe magiltrates, 
executed the fentence on Demarata, daughter of 
Hiero, and Harmonia, Daughter of Gelon, the wives 
of Andranodorus and Themiltus. 

XXVI. There was another daughtel^ of Hiero, 
called Heraclea, wife to Zoippus j who having been 
fent by Hieronymus ambafiador to King Ptolemy, 
had continued abroad in voluntary exile. On getting 
notice that the executioners were conung to her 
alfo, Ihe fled for refuse into the chapel of her houfe* 
hold gods, taking with her two maiden daughters, 
with their hair dilhevelled, and their appearance in 
every other particular calculated to excite coqipaf* 
lion : to this Ihe added prayers, befeeching the 
executioners, ** by the memory of her father Hiero, 
** and of her brother Gelon, not to fuffer her, an 
** innocent woman, to be involved in ruin under 
** the hatred incurred by Hieronymus. To her 
“ nothing had accrued, from bis being on the 
throne, but the exile of her hufband; ndther, 
‘‘ during the life of Hieronymus^ was her lituation 
* “ the fame with that of her filler, nor fince his 
** death was her caufe the fame. Mull it not 
** be allowed, that if Andranodorus had fuccesded 
** in his projeds, her filler would have reigned 
“ with him, whereas Ihe mull have been in fer- 

vitude 
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** vitude with the reft? If any one (hould tell BOOK 
Zoippus, that Hieronymus was killed and Syra* ^ XX IV. 
“ cufe free, who could doubt but he would in- 
“ ftantly get on board a fliip and return to his b.'c. *14! 
“ country ? How deceitful were the hopes of 
** men ! Could he imagine, that in his native foil, 
reftored to liberty, his wife and children were 
“ ftruggling to preferve their lives ; and in what 
** refpeft did they obftruft the caufe of liberty 
“ or the laws? What danger could arife from 
“ them, a folitary, and, in a manner, widowed 
‘‘ woman, and her poor orphan children? But, 

“ though no danger was apprehended from them, yet 
** the whole royal race was detefted. Let herfelf and 
children be baniflied far from Syracufe and from 
“ Sicily ; let them be conveyed to Alexandria ; 

“ a wife to her hufband, the daughters to their 
“ father.” Finding them ftill inexorable, and wilh- 
ing to make the beft ufe of the time, (for flie faw 
fome even drawing their fwords,) Ihe defifted from 
farther intreaties for herfelf, and continued to be- 
feech them to “ fpare, at leaft, her daughters, who 
“ were children of an age which even enraged 
“ enemies refrain from injuring; and not, while 
“ they purfued their revenge againft tyrants, to 
“ imitate themfelves the crimes which had raifed 
“ their hatred.” While Ihe was fpeaking, they 
dragged her from the fanduary, and flew her ; and 
then turned their weapons againft the childrcn,'^who 
were fprlnkled with the blood of their mother. But 
they, deprived of reafon by grief and fear to- 
gether, Euflied oiit of the chapel with fuch quick- 
nefs, that, had a paflage been open to the public 
ftreet, they would have filled the 'whole city with 
tumult; .even as it was, though the extent of* 
the houfe was not great, they fevcral times made 
their way through the midft of many armed men, 
without receiving a wound, and extricated them- 
felves from thofe that took hold of them, notwith- 

U 3 finding 
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BOOK ftanding ihe number and ftrength of the hands 
XXIV. with which they had to ftruggle; but at length, be- 
Y'fi^ “S reduced to the laft wea^efs by wounds, after 
b!c. 214! covering every place with their blood, they fell and 
expired. This fcene, piteous in itfelf, was ren> 
dered yet more fo by an incident that enfued ; for 
Ihortly after, arrived a meffage, countermanding 
thdr execution, the fentiments of the people hav« 
ing fuddenly turned to the fide of compallion : and 
riiis compallion was foon converted into anger, on 
account of the precipitancy with which the fentence 
had been hurried on, fo as to leave no time for 


re>confideration or the fubfiding of palfion. The 
populace, therefore, exprefled much difeontent, and 
Infifted on an aflembly of eleffion to fill up the 

E laces of Andranodorus and Themiftus, for both 
ad been praetors ; and this eledion was not at all 
likely to terminate in a manner agreeable to the pre* 
fent praetors. 


XXVII. A day was appointed for the eleflion, 
when, to the furprife of all, fome perfon in the re- 
moteft part of the crowd named Epicydes; then 
another, in the fame quarter, Hippocrates; which 
names were afterwards the mod frequently ^peated, 
vdth the manifeft approbation of the multitude. 
The aflembly itfelf was an irregular one ; for, not 
the commons alone, but alfo great numbers of the 
foldiery, and even of deferters, who wilhed to over- 
turn every prefent eilablilhment, compofed the dif- 
orderly crowd. The magiftrates, at firft, pretended 
ignorance of what was going forward, thinking to 
protraft the bufinefs ; but, at laft, overcome by the 
p united voice of fo very many, and dreading an infur- 
re&ion, they declared thofe men praetors: who, 
however, did not immediately unveil their fentiments, 
though greatly chagrined,— -firft, at ambafladors 
having gone to Appius Claudius to conclude a truce 

of 
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n, when that was obtained, BOOK 
on others bemg fent to negociate a renewal of the XXIV. 
old alliance. At this time the Romans had a fleet 
of an hundred fail at Murgantia, watching what B.c!ai4! 
might be the refult of the commotions of Syracufe, 
in confequence of the deaths of the tyrants, and 
to what points the view of the people might be' 
directed by the late acquifttion of liberty, to which 
they had fo long been it rangers. Meanwhile, the 
Syracufan ambaifadors had been fent by Appius to 
Marcellus on his arriving in Sicily ; who, when he 
heard the terms on which they propofed the alli- 
ance, conceiving expc£lations that the bufinefs might 
be adjufted to mutual fatishidion, fent ambafladors 
on’his part to Syracufe, to treat with the praetors 
in perfon. Here was no longer the fame quiet 
and tranquillity: on news being received that a 
Carthaginian fleet had arrived at Pachynum, Hip- 
pocrates and Epicydes, freed from apprehenfion, 
now began, fometimes among the mercenary foldiers, 
at others among the deferters, to fpread infinua- 
tions, that there was a defign of betraymg Syracufe 
to the Romans. And when Appius came and kept 
his fleet flationed at the mouth of the harbour, 
with intention to raife the fpirits of the other party, 
this gave the utmoA appearance of credibility to 
their ill-grounded fuggeftions, infomuch that the 
populace at the firA ran down in a tumultuous 
manner, to oppofe the landing of his men, if fuch 
an attempt fliould be made. 


XXVIII. In this troubled Rate of affairs it was 
judged neceffaiy to call a general affembly. Here, 
while oppofite parties drew contrary ways, and a civil 
war was on the point of breaking out, one of the * 
leading nobles, named Apollonides, addreffed them 
in a difeourfe of very falutary tendency at fuch a 
juncture j telling them that “no ftate ever had a 
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** nearer profpe£l: either of farety or of ruin. U 
** all would unanimoufly incline either on the fide 
** of the Romans, or to that of the Carthaginians^ 
their profperity and happinefs would equal that 
** of any other nation whatever. If feparate parties 
laboured to counterad each other, the war be* 
** tween the Carthaginians and the ^Romans was 
** not more furious, than would be that which 
mull: follow between the Syracufans themfelves, 
** when each party ihould have its own troops, its 
“ own arms, its own loaders witbm the fame walls. 

The moft efiedual endeavours ought to be ufed 
** to bring all to unanimity in opinion. Which of 
“ the alliwces might be the more profitable, was 
“ a queftiem of a very inferior nature, and of much 
** lels moment. Neverthelefs, on the choice of 
** allies, they ought rather to follow the judgment 
** of Hiero than that of Hieronymus, and give 
the preference to a friendfiiip, of which they 
** had an happy experience for fifty years, before 
** one which would be at the prelent new to 
** them, and was formerly found deceitful. Ano- 
** ther confideration ought to be allowed fome 
«( weight in their refolvesj that it was in their 
power to decline a treaty of friendfiiip with the 
Carthaginians, and yet not to enter, immediately 
" at leall, into a war with them; whereas with 
the Romans, they muft infiantly have either peace 
“ or war.” The lefs of party fpirit and warmth this 
Ipeech contained, the greater was its influence oa 
the hearers. To the praetors, and a feled number 
of fenators, a military council was joined, and even 
the commanders of companies, and the praefeAs of 
the allies, were ordered to Ihare in their confulta- 
tions. After the affair had been frequently debated 
with great heat, they at lad refolved, becaufe they 
could difeover no plan on which war could be 
maintained againll the Romans, that a treaty of 

peace 



OF ROME. 


233 


peace fhould be formed with them, and that am* BOOK 
taifadors fhould be fent with thofe of that nation, XXIV. 
then in Syracufe, to ratify it. 


XXIX. Not many days had paffed, when depn- 
' ties from the Leontines arrived, requefting aid for 
the defence qf their country; and this application 
was ceniidered as coming moll feafonably for ridding 
the city of a diforderly turbulent rabble, and re- 
moving their leaders out of the way. The prastor, 
Hippocrates, was ordered to condud the deferters 
thither ; and thefe were accompanied by great num- 
bers of mercenary auxiliaries, fo that the whole 
amounted to *four thoufand foldiers. This expedi- 
tion was highly pleafing, both to the perfons em- 
ployed, and to their employers ; the former gaining, 
what they had long wifhed for, an opportunity for _ 
difturbing the government; the latter rejoicing at 
fuch a nuifance being removed ; the link, as it were, 
of the city. However this proved only like giving 
a lick perfon prefent eafe, that he might relapfe 
with an aggravation of his diforder. For Hippo- 
crates began at firft, by fecret excurfions, to ravage 
the neareft parts of the Roman province ; but after- 
wards, when Appius had fent a body of troops to 
proted the territories of the allies, he attacked, with 
his entire force, a detachment polled in his way, and 
killed a great number. When Marcellus was in- 
formed of thefe tranfadions, he inllantly difpatched 
ambal&dors to Syracufe, to complain of this infrac- 
tion of the treaty, and to reprefent, that occafions 
of quarrel would never be wanting, unlefs Hippo- 
crates and Epicydes were banilhed, not only from 
Syracufe, but far from every part of Sicily. Epi- 
cydes not chooling, by remaining where he was, 
either to face the charge of being a confederate in 
his abfent brother’s crime, or to omit contributing 
his lhare towards efiedling a rupture, went off to his 
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BOOK receding couiitryijien at Leonti, where, finding the 
, XXIV. inhabitants; filled with a fufEcient degree of animofity 
againft the Roman peoj^e, he undertook to detach 
B.'c. 2J4*. them from the Syracufans alfo. For “ the latter,” 
“ he faid, “ had ftipulatcd in their treaty with 
“ Rome, that every ftate which had been fubjeft to 
their kings, fhould for the future be fubjeft to 
them ; and they were not now content with liberty, 
“ unlefs they poffeffed along with it regal and ar- 
“ bitrary power over other nations. The proper 
“ anfwer, therefore, to be given to any requifition 
“ from them, was, that the Leontines deemed them* 
“ felves entitled to freedom no Icfs than themfelves, 
“ if it were only becaufe their city was the fpot 
“ where the tyrant fell ; that there liberty was firft 
proclaimed, where the troops had abandoned the 
“ King’s generals, and flocked to Syracufe. "Where- 
** fore that article muft be expunged from the treaty, 
“ or a treaty containing fuch an article fhould not 
“ be admitted.” The multitude were eafily per- 
fuaded ; and when ambafladors from Syracufe com- 
plained of their cutting oflF the Roman detachment, 
and delivered an order, that Hippocrates and £pi* 
cydes fhould depart either to Locri, or to any other 
place which they chofe, provided they retired out 
of Sicily, the Leontines roughly anfwered, that 
“ they had not commiflioned the Syracufans to 
“ make a treaty of peace with the Romans for 
** them, neither were they bound by other people’s 
“ treaties.” This anfwer the Syracufans laid be- 
fore the Romans, declaring that “ the Leontines 
*' were not under their direftion; that, therefore, 
“ the Romans might make war on that people whh- 
- “ out any violation of the treaty with Syracufe, and 
“ that they would not fml to give their alTiflance 
' in it, on condition that the others, when reduced 
to fubmiflion, fhould be again fubjeded to their 
government.” 


XXX. Mar. 
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XXX. Marcellus marched agiunft Leontini with BOOK 
his whole force, fending alfo for Appius, that he 
might attack it on another quarter ; and fo great was 
the ardour of the foldiers on that occafion, infpired B.C.ai 4 . 
by their refentment for the detachment being cut off 
while a treaty of peare was depending, that, at the 
firft affault, they ca. - jcd the town. Hippocrates and 
Epicydes, when they faw the enemy in poffeffion of 
the walls, and breaking open the gates, retired, with 
a few others, into the citadel, from whence they 
made their efcape fecretly, during the night, to Her- 
beffus. The Syracufans having marched from home 
in a body, eight thoufand in number, were met at 
- the river Myla by a meffenger, who acquainted 
themj that Leontini was taken, and who mixed feve- 
ral falfehoods with the truth, faying, that both u rs 
and townfmen had been put to the fword without 
diftin£tion ; nor did he believe that any one, above the 
age of childhood, was left alive ; that the city was 
facked, and the effefts of the wealthy beftowed on 
the foldiers. On hearing fuch a fhocking account, 
the army halted ; and, every one being highly ex- 
afperated, the copimanders, who were Sofis and 
Dinomenes, entered into conlultation how they 
fliould ad:. The falfe report had received a colour 
of truth fuflicient to juftify apprehenfion, from the 
circumftance of a number of defeiters, amounting 
tt> two thoufand, having been beaten with rods 
and beheaded. But not one of the Leontines, or 
the other foldiers, had been hurt after the capture of 
the city was completed ; and every kind of property 
had been reffored to the owners, except what was de« 
ftroyed in the firff confullon of the affault. The 
troops, who complained grievouilY of the.r fellow- 
foldiers being treacheroully put to death, could not be 
prevailed on, either to proceed to Leontini, or to 
wait in their prefent poft for more certain intelli> 
gence. On which the praetors, perceiving that they 
were inclined to mutiny, but that this ferment would 

not 
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BOOK be of long duration if their ringleaders in Ais 
^ XXIV^. foolilh conducb were removed, led the army to 
y.R.'{i8 whence they themfelves, with a Imall 

6.0*214.’ body of horfe, proceeded to IleibelTus, with ho]^ 
that, in conlequence of the general conilernation, 
the city might be furreudered into theii hands ; but, 
being dilappointed in their expcdaiions, they next 
day decamped from Megara, in oider to lay fiege 
to it with the whole ol their force. Hippocrates 
and Epicydes how adopted a plan, which, though 
at firft hght not fice fiom danger, )et, every hope 
being cut off, was the only one which they could 
purlue ; this was to put themfelves into the hands 
of the foldicry, of whom a great part weie well 
acquainted with them, and all were incenfed on 
account of the fuppofed flaughter of their fellow- 
foldiers; and they accordingly went out to meet 
the army on its appioach. It happened that the 
corps which led the van was a battalion of fix 
hundred Cretans, who, in the reign of Hierony- 
mus, had ferved under their command, and were 
alfo under an oblig.ition to Hannibal, having been 
taken prifoners at the Trafimenus, with other auxi- 
liaries to "the Romans, and difmifled. Hippocrates 
and Epycides knowing them by their Ifandards, 
and the fafliion of their armour, advanced to them, 
holding out olive blanches and other emblems of 
fuppliants, and befought them to receive them into 
their ranks, to protect them there, and not to betray 
them into the hands of the Syracufans, by wh6m 
they themfelves would foon be delivered up to 
the Romans, to be murdered. The Cretans im- 
mediately, with one voice, bade them keep up 
their courage, for they fhould fhare every fortune 
with them. 

XXXI. During this converfation the ftandards had 
halted, nor had the caufe of the delay yet reached 
the general. But foon a rumour Ipread, that it 

was 
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occafioned by Hippocrates and Epicydes, and a BO O K 
murmur ran along the whole line, evidently dfetnon- XXIV. 
ftlniting that the troops were pleafed at their commg. y 
On this, the praetors inftantly rode forward, at full g'c. 114 
fpeed, to the van, aiking, “ What fort of behaviour 
“ was this ? What did the Cretans mean by fuch 
•* diforderly condudl, maintaining converfation with 
an enemy, and allowing them to mix in their 
ranks They then ordered Hippocrates to be 
feized, and put in chains. On which words fuch a 
clamour enfued, begun by the Cretans, and con- 
tinued by the reft, as clearly fliewed that if they 
proceeded farther in the matter, they would have 
caufe to be apprehenfive for their own fafety. 

Alarmed and perplexed by their fituation, they 
ordered the army to march back to Mcgara, and 
fent expreffes to Syracufe, with accounts of their 
prefent ftate. While the men were difpofed to 
entertain every kind of fufpicion, Hippocrates, to 
increafe their apprehcnfions, employed an artifice: 
having fent out fome of the Cretans to watch the 
Toads, he aftei wards read publicly a letter compofed 
by himfelf, but which he pretended had been inter- 
cepted. The addrefs was, “ The prtetors of Syra- 
“ cufe to the conful Marcellus.” After the uftial 
falutations, it mentioned, that “ he had aded 
“ rightly and properly in not fparing any in Leon- 
** tini. That all the mercenary foldiers were to be 
“ conlidered in the fame light, and never would 
“ Syracufe enjoy tranquillity as long as one of the 
foreign auxiliaries remained, either in the city, or 
“ in their army they therefore requefted him to 
“ ufe his endeavours to reduce under his power 
** thofe who were encamped with their praetors at 
** Megara, and, by putting them to death, efiFedluate, 

** at length, the delivery of Syracufe.” As foon as 
this was read to the foldiers, they ran on all fides 
to arms with fuch clamours, that the praetors, in a 
6 ■ fright, 



438 the history 

BOOK rode away, duiing the confufion, to Syra-* 

XXIV. cule. But even their flight did not ferve to quell 
the mutiny, and feveral attacks were made on the 
b!c. 3I4. Syracufan troops: nor would one of them hare 
^ found mercy, had not Epicydes and Hippocrates 
oppi/i>->l the rage of the multitude, not throu^ 
companion or any humane intention, but throuf^ 
fear of forfeiting all hope of ever returning to the 
city ; and from this further confideration, that, while 
they fhould find thefe men tliemfelves both faithful 
foldiers and hoflages, they would, at the fame time, 
engage alfo the favour of their relations and friends ; 
in the fiift place, by fo great an obligation conferred, 
and then, by having fuch a pledge in their hands. 
As they knew, too, from experience, how flight and 
infignificant an impulfe is fufBcient to fet the popu-^ 
lace in motion, they procured a foldier, who had 
been one of the number befteged in Leontini, and 
fubomed him t* t-^ny to Syracufe, a ftory corre- 
fponding with the feigned tale told at Myla ; and, 
by avowing himfelf the author, and aflerting as 
fliSs, of which he had been an eye-witnefs, thofe 
particulars^f which doubts were harboured, to irri- 
tate the pallions of the people. 

XXXII. This man not only gained credit with 
the populace, but, being brought before the fenate, 
had addrefs enough to influence even thdr judg- 
ment; and fcverai, not apt to be over credulous, 
openly obferved, that ** it was happy that the 
avarice and cruelty of the Romans had been 
** unmafked at Leontini. Had they come into Syra- 
** cufe, their behaviour would have been the fame, 
“ or probably more barbarous, as the incitements 
** to avarice were greater there.” Wherefore all 
agreed in opinion, that the gates ought to be ihut, 
and guards polled for the defence of the city. But 
they did not fo generally agree in the objed either 

of 
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their fears or their aferfions. Among the milio BOOK 
tary of all defcriptions, and a great part of the ple> XXIV. 
beums, thdr hatred fell on the Roman nation ; while 
the praetors, and a few of the nobility, notwithftand- 
ing diat their judgment had been infefted by the ‘ ‘ 
falfe intelligence, yet took more pains to guard 
againft a nearer and more immediate danger: for 
Hippocrates and Epicydes were already at the Hex* 
apylum ; and the relations of the native foldiers then 
in the army, were ufing many arguments to per- 
fuade the people to open the gates, and to let their 
common country be defended againft the Romans. 

And now one of the gates of the Hexapylum had 
been opened, and the troops had begun to march 
in, when the prsetors arrived at the fpot j they en- 
deavoured, at firft by commands and menaces, that 
by counfel and advice, to deter the inhabitants from 
their purpofe ; and, at laft, finding all tbefe ineffec- 
tual, they dofeended from their dignity, and had re- 
courfe to entreaties, befeeching them not to betray 
their country to men who were lately inftruments 
of a tyrant, and who now impriloned the foldiers . 
minds. But, in the heat of the prefent ferment, the 
ears of the multitude were deaf to all fuch arguments, 
and efforts were made to break open the gates on 
the infide, no lefs violent than thofe from without. 

They were all foon forced, and the whole army, 
reedved into the Hexapylum. The [praetors, with 
the youth of the dty, fled for fafety into the Achra- 
dina. The mercenaries, delerters, and all the fol- 
diers of the bte King, then in Syracufe, augmented 
the force of the enemy. In confequence, the Achra- 
dina was taken at the firft aflault, and the praetors, 
except filch as could make thdr efcape in the con- 
fufion, were all put to death. Night put an end to 
the Ihedding of blood. Next day the flaves were 
invitedtto freedom ; all the prifoners were difeharged 
from confinement, and the motly rabble, compofed 
of all thefe different forts, eleded Hippocrates and 

Epicydes 
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BOOK Epicydes praetors : thus Syracufe, after a fliort ell- 
XXIV. joyment of the funlhine of liberty, funk back into 
Y R 533 former ftate of ferritude. 

8.0.214. 

XXXIII. As foon as the Romans informed 


of thefe events, they immediately decamped from 
Leontini, and marched to Syracufe. At the fame 
time it happened that ambafladors, fent by Appius, 
and who were approaching the place in a quinque- 
reme, with dii&culty efcaped being taken : which, 
however, was the fate of a quadrireme, ordered to 
advance fome diftance before their galley, on its 
entering the harbour. And now not only the laws 
of peace, but even thofe of war, had been all thrown 
afide, when the Roman army pitched their camp 
at Olympium, a temple of Jupiter fo called, diftant 
a mile and a half from the city. From hence alfo 
it was judged proper to fend ambalTadors, who 
were prevented entering the city by Hippocrates 
and Epicydes, with their adherents, coming out 
from the gate to meet them. The Roman, whole 
part it was to fpeak, faid, that the Romans came 
** not with the intention of making war on the 
** Syracufans, but of giving fuccour and fupport 
** both to fuch as, after extricating themfelves 
** from the midil: of carnage, fled to them for 
«< refuge; and alfo to thofe, who, overpowered 
by fear, endured a bondage more ihocking, not 
“ only than exile, but even than death. Nor 
** would the Romans fufFer fuch an abominable maf- 


*< facre of thdr allies to pals impunilhed. Where- 
fore if thofe, who had taken reluge with them, 
“ were allowed to return to their country with fafety, 
and the authors of the maffacre were deliver^ 


** up, and liberty and their laws rellored to the Sy- 
** racufans, there would be no occalion for quarrel. 
^ If thefe requilitions were not complied with, who- 
** ever was the caufe of the refufal fliould underro 
** the fevereft vengeance which their arms codd 
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if inflid.” To this Epicydes replied, that “ if they BOOK 
had been charged with any meflage to him, and XXIV. 
** his friends, they would have returned an anlwer. y 
** That when the government of Syracufe Ihould b!c. 2I4! 
“ be in the hands of thofe to whom they came, 

“ thw might then return to Sicily. If they began 
** hoftilities, they Ihould learn, on trial, that the 
“ fiege of Syracufe was a very different kind of 
“ bufinefs from that of Leontini.** So faying, he 
turned his back on the ambaffadors, and fhut the 


gates. The Romans then, immediately, began to 
form the fiege of Syracufe, both ^ by land and fea; 
by land, on the fide of the Hexapylum ; by fea, on 
that of the Achradina, the wall of which is wafhed 
by its waves. Having maftered Leontini by the 
terror which their affault infpired, and that at the 
firft attack, they doubted not but they Ihould be 
able, in fome quarter or other, to make their way 
into a city of fuch wide extent, and whofe defended 
parts lay at fuch a difiance from each other ; they 
pufiicd forward therefore to the walls every kind of 
machine ufed in fieges. 


XXXIV. This enterprize, from the fpirit and 
vigour with which it was undertaken, mufi have 
met the expected fuccefs, had it not been for one 
fingle perfon then in Syracufe ; this was Archirhedes, 
a man fingularly {killed in the fcience of afironomy, 
and a great geometrician, eminently difHnguilhed in 
the invention and confiruftion of warlike engines, 
by means of which, with very flight exertions, he 
baffled the efforts of the enemy, n ade with immenfe 
labour. The wall, which, being drawn along unequal 
eminences, was in fome parts high and difficult of 
accefs, in others low and liable to be approached 
through the level vales, he furnifhed with machines 
of all kinds, adapted to the nature of each particular 
place. That of the Achradina, which, as before 

R obferved. 
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BOOK obferved, is walhed by the fea, Marcellus attacked 
XXIV. ^ from his largeft fliips ; while from the fmall veffels 
Y^cjg^ archers, flingers, and light-infantry, (whofe wea- 
B.c!2i.(! is of fuoh a kind that it cannot well be thrown 
back, except by experienced hands,) wounded almoft 
every one defending the works. Thefe requiring 
room for the difcharge of their nriffiles, kept at 
a didance : but the other and larger fhips, eight in 
number, were fattened together in pairs, by the 
removal of one tier of oars; while thofe on the 
exterior (ides moved them both as if a lingle 
fliip. Thefe carried turrets of feveral ftories in 
height, with inftruments for demolilhing the ram> 
part. Againtt this naval armament, Archimedes 
difpofed, on the walls, engines of various fixes. On 
the fhips, which lay at a diftance, he difcharged 
rocks of immenfe weight; and thofe which lay 
nearer, lighter and therefore more numerous annoy* 
ances. And lattly, he opened in the wall from t(^ 
to bottom a great number of fpike*holes, a culnt 
in diameter, through which, without bdng feen, or 
in danger of being hurt, they poured arrows and 
darts from fcorpions. Some (hips having come up 
clofer, in order that the weapons from me engines 
might fly over them, he ufed an engine called Tol* 
leno, compofed of a long lever fupported at the 
middle, and fixed in fuch a manner that one arm 
of it projefted beyond the wall; from the extre* 
mity of this hung, by a ttrong chain, an iron 
grapple, which, taking hold of the fore part of the 
Ihip, while the other extremity of the lever was 
weighed down to the ground by a heavy counter* 
poife of lead, lifted up the prow and fet the veflTel 
on its ttern; the grapple then was fuddenly dif- 
engaged, and the ihip was, to the utter conftemation 
of the feamen, daflied into the water with fuch 


force, that even if it had fiillen in an ered; pofi* 
tion, it would have taken in a great deal of water. 

By 
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By«thefe means die aflailants were foiled in every BOOK 
attempt by fea; abandoning therefore that part of XXIV. 
the plan, they bent all their efforts to the pufhing y ^ 
forward the operations by land, and with their whole 510. 214! 
force. But on this fide, too, the place was fiimilhed 
with a fipiilar train of engines of every defcrip- 
don, procured in a courfe of many years by the 
direAion and at the expence of Hiero, and through 
the fingular {kill of Archimedes. The nature of 
the ground alfo was favourable to the defendants, 
becaufe the rock on which the foundations cff the 
wall were laid, is in mod places fo deep, that not 
only bodies thrown from an engine, but fuch as 
rolled down by their own weight, fell with great 
power on the enemy : the fame caufe rendered the 
afcent difficult to be climbed, and the footing ud- 
deady. Wherefore a council bang held, it was 
refolved, fince every attempt ended in difappoint* 
mait and difgrace, to defid from fiirther attacks, 
and only to blockade the place fo clofely as to 
cut off all fupplies of provifions, either % land 
or fea. 

XXXV. Meanwhile Marcellus marched, with about 
a third part of the forces, to recover thofe cities 
which, during the general didurbances, had revolted 
to the Carthaginians. Helorus and HerbelTus he 
recaved by voluntary furrender. Having taken 
M^ara by dorm, he facked and demolifhed it, in 
order to drike terror into others, particularly the 
Syracufans. About the fame time Himilco, who 
had for a long time kept his fleet at the promon* 
tory of Pachynum, landed at Heraclea, which is 
alfo called Imnoa, twenty-five thouland infantry, 
three thoufand horfes, and twelve elephants; a 
much grdhter force than he had before on board 
his Ihips at Pachynum. When Syracufe was feized 
by Hippocrates, he had gone to Carthage, and there; 
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BOOK being encouraged by ambaffadors from him as chief, 
XXIV. and by letters from Hannibal, who affirmed that 
y!R^7j8. come for recovering pofleffion of 

B.'c. 314. Sicily with the higheft honour j and as his own 
advice given on the fpot had no fmall degree X)f 
influence, he eafily procured an order, that the 
greatefl force poflible of infantry aiid cavalry fhould 
be tranfported into that ifland. Immediately on his 
arrival he reduced Heraclea, and within a few days 
after, Agrigentum j raifing at the fame time in all 
the other ftates, who Tided with the Carthaginians, 
fuch warm hopes of expelling the Romans from 
Sicily, that at laft even the Syracufans, befieged 
as they were, affumed new courage. Judging that 
a part of their forces would be fufficient for de> 
fence alone, they divided the bufmefs in fuch a 
manner, that Epicydes fhould command the troops 
fo appointed for guarding the city, and Hippocrates, 
in conjunfb'on with Himilco, conduct the war againft 
the Roman conful. The latter accordingly, with 
ten thoufand loot and five hundred horfe, having 
pafTed by night through fome intervals between the 
Roman pofts, began to pitch his camp near the 
city Acrillae : while they were raifing their forti- 
fications, Marcellus came upon them, for he was 
now returning from Agrigentum, to which place 
he had in vain haftened by quick marches, in hope 
of reaching it before the enemy, but he found it 
already in their pofleflion, and expected nothing lefs 
at that time than to meet a Syracufan army in his 
way. However, through fear of Himilco and the 
Carthaginians, for whom he was by no means a 
match with the force which he then had, he was 
marching with all poflible caution, and with his 
troops prepared for every occurrence. 

XXXVI. This precaution adopted againft the Car- 
thaginians, happened to prove ufeful in refped of the 

Syracufims. 
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S^cufans. Finding them fcattered, feparately BOOK 
employed in forming their camp^ and molUy 
unarmed, he furrounded and cut off the whole of ^ 

their infantry ; the cavalry, after a flight oppofition, b.C. *14^ 
fled with Hippocrates to Acrsc. This ftroke having 
^edtually checked the dcflgns of thofe ftates, which 
were difpofed to revolt from the Romans, Marcellas 
returned to Syracufe ; and, after a few days, 

Himilco, being joined by Hippocrates, came and 
encamped at the river Anapus, about eight miles 
diftant. About the fame time fifty-five Carthaginian 
fliips of battle, commanded by Botnilcar, as admiral, 
put into the great harbour at Syracufe, and a Roman 
fleet of thirty quinqucrenies landed the firft legion at 
Panornms ; it feemed, indeed, as if the theatre of 
war was removed hither fiom Italy, fo intent were 
both nations on the affairs of Sicily. Himilco ex« 
peded that the Roman legion, landed at Pauormus, 
would fall a prey to him on its way to Syracufe ; 
but he mifl'ed it by taking the road which led 
through the inland parts of the country, while the 
legion, keeping clofe to the fca-coaft, and being 
attended by the fleet, effedled a junction with 
Appius Claudius, who, with a parr of his forces, 
came as far as Pachynum to meet it. Nor did the 
Carthaginians delay longer at Syracufe. On the 
one hand, Bomllcar was diffident of his own ftiength 
at fea, as the Romans had a fleet, of at leaf!: double 
his number ; and, at the fame time, as he perceive Jt 
that the only effed of his forces remaining there, 
where they could do no fervice, would be, the 
aggravating the diftrefs of his allies in the article of 
provifions, he fiuled out into the main, and paffed 
over to Africa. On the other hand, Himilco had 
in vain followed Marcellus to Syracufe, in hopes of 
finding an opportunity of engaging him before he 
fliould Join the larger divifion of his army; but 
being tmappointed in this, and feeing likewife that 
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BOOK the enemy’s poll at Syracufe was fecured from 
XXIV. ^ every attempt, both by the fortiiicatioiis and the 
Y.R 5 ? 8 . of forces, he did not choofe to waftc 

B.C.314. ^ote to no purpofe in fitting there as a fpefbtor of 
the liege carried on againll his allies, and therefore 
decamped and marched away his army, with inten* 
tion to carry it wherever a profpedl of a revolt 
from the Romans Ihould invite him, that he might 
invigorate by his prefence the refolution of thofe 
who frvoured his interell. And firft, through the 
treachery of the inhabitants, who betrayed the Ro> 
man garrifon, he got poflellion of Murgantia, where 
the Romans had large magazines of com and every 
kind of provifions. 

w 

XXXVII. By this revolt, other Hates were en- 
couraged to imitate the example; and the Roman 
garrifons were either driven out of the fortrefles, or 
betrayed and overpowered. £nna. Handing on a 
lofty eminence, which was Heep and craggy on 
every fide, was not only impregnable by reafon of 
its fituation, but had moreover a Hrong force in its 
citadel, with a governor who could not be eafily 
overreached by treachery. This was Lucius Pina- 
rius, a man of fpirit and adivity, who reUed more 
on his own precaution, to render every fchemeof 
perfidy impradicable, than on the fidelity of the 
Sicilians; and his folicitude to be prepared for 
every emergency was now increafed by the intelli- 
gience he had recdved of fo many cities revtrfting, 
or being betrayed, and the garrifons put to death. 
Wher^re, every thing was kept in a Hate of 
readinefr, vnth guards and watches conftantly 
on duty, as well b^ night as by day, nor did the 
foldier ever (juit his arms or his poH. When the 
leading men in Enna, who had already bargained 
with l^ilco for the betraying of the garrifon, un- 
derftood that the Roman commander had left no 

room 
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room for the pradice of any deception, they re> BOOK 
fc^ved to ad openly, and reprefented to him, that XXTV. 
the city and the citadel ought to be under their care, 
fince they had been conneded with “ the Ro- b^c. 214. 
** mans as free men in alliance, not as flaves in 
cuftody.** They therefore required that the 
keys of the gates Ihould be returned to them, ob« 
ferving, that ** on good allies honour was the 
“ flrongeft tie, and that then only would the fenate 
** and people of Rome think them deferving of 
** thanlu, when they ihould continue in friendlhip 
out of their own free will, not through compul- 
** fion.” To this the Roman anfwered, that “ he 
was placed there by his general, and from 
** him had receired the keys of the gates and 
the cflftody of the citadel, which he held not at 
** his own difpofal, or that of the inhabitants of 
** Enna, but at his who had committed them to 
“ his charge. That to relinquiih a man^s poll in 
** a garrifon, was, among the Romans, a capital 
** crime, and that parents had confirmed that 
** law even by the death of their own children. 

** That the conful Marcellus was not far difiant; 

** let them fend ambafi^dors to him, who had the 
** right and authority to determine.” They de- 
clared pofitively, that they would not fend, and gave 
him notice, that, fince words were of no avail, they 
would feek fome other means of aflerting their 
liberty. Pinarius then defired, “ that if they did 
not choofe to take the trouble of fending to the 
** conful, they would, at lead, allow him to meet 
** the people in aflembly, that it might be known 
“ whether thefe were the denunciations of a party 
** only, or of the whole ftate ’.** which being agreed 
to, an affembly was proclaimed for the following 
day. 


XXXVIIL After this converfation, he went 
back immediately into the citadel, and calling the 
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BOOK troops together, fpokc thus : “ Soldiers, you mull 
XXIV. «« have heard in what manner the Roman garrifons 
Y.R’Ti^ ** have, of late, been betrayed and cut off by the 
B*c.ii4. “ Sicilians. The fame treachery you have efcaped, 
** principally through the kindnefs of the gods, and 
** next through your own refolution, in keeping 
“ continual guard and watch under arms, without 
** intermiffion by day or by night. I wilh it were 
“ in our power to pafs the icft of our time without 
“ either enduring or offering tiiud ticatment. But 
“ this caution, which we h .ve hhherto ufed, guards 
“ only againlt their lerrct machinations ; which, not 
** having fucceeded to then vilh, they now openly 
** and plainly demand the keys of the gates. The 
“ moment thefe are delivered to them, Knna will be 
“ made over to the Carthaginians, and we lhall be 
niaffacred here in a moie fhocking manner than 
“ were thofe ol Murgantia. 1 hio. one night’s 
“ time, I have, with difficulty, procured for con- 
“ fultation, that I might appiifc you of the im- 
** minent danger to which you ate expofed. At 
funrife they intend to hold an affembly for the 
“ purpofe of ciimmating me, and incenfing the 
“ populace againlt you; before to-morrow night, 
therefore, Enna will be deluged either with your 
« blood, or with that of its inhabitants. ir they 
“ anticipate your meafures, you will have no re- 
fource; if you anticipate theiis, you will have no 
danger ; whoever hrft drawo the fword, his will 
“ be the viftory. Do you tht relore, in arms, 
** an8 with all your attention awake, wait for 
the lignal. I will be m *he affembly, and, by 
** talking and difputing, will prolong the time until 
« every thing lhall be ready. As foon as 1 give 
“ the figiial with my gowm, then let me fee that 
** you raife a Ihout on every quarter, attack the 
** multitude, and mow down ail with the fword; 
** take care that no one be left alive from whom 
** either force or fraud can be feared. O ! Mother 

“ Ceres 
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** Ceres and Proferpine, and you other gods whether BOOK 
“ of the fuperior Or inferior regions, who patronife XXIV. 
“ this city and thefe confecrated lakes and groves, 

“ fo profper us, I befeech you, with your favour £.0.214! 
** and ailiftance, as we undertake fucb an enterprife 
“ with a view of averting, not of afflidfing injury. 

“ I would ufe more words in exhorting you, foldiers, 

“ if you were to have a conteft with men in arms : 

“ that unarmed and unguarded crowd you will kill 
** until you fhall be fatished with killing : belides, 

“ the conful’s camp is at hand, fo that nothing can 
“ be feared from Himilco and the Carthaginians.” 

XXXIX. Being difmilTcd with this exhortation, 
they went to take refirelhment. Next day they 
polled themfelves in different places, to block up 
the ftreets, and (hut the paffes againll the townfmen 
going out ; the greateft part of them, on and rouno 
the theatre, as they had been before accuftomed to 
Hand fpeftatois of the affemblies. The Roman 
commander was conduced by the magiftrates into 
the prefence of the people, where he reprefented, 
that the power and authority of determining the 
bulinefs in queftion lay in the conful, not in him, 
urging moftly the fame arguments, which he had 
ufed the day before ; on which a few at firll, then 
greater numbers, at laff all, with one voice, inlifted 
on his delivering the keys ; and when he helitated 
and demurred, began to threaten him furioully, 

Ihewing evidently that they would no longer r^rain 
from the utmoft violence. The governor then gave 
the concerted fignal with his gown. The foldiers 
were prepared, having a long time expeded itVith 
eamelt attention j and now, while foi '.e of them, 
with loud Ihouts, ran down from the higher places 
agdnft the rear of the allembiy, others, in clofe 
array, blocked up the paffages from the theatre. 

Thus, pent up in the incfbfure, the inhabitants of 
Enna were put to the fword. Yet did they perifli, 

not 
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S O O K not only by the weapons of their enemy, but by 
* XXIV. their own hafty flight, for many tumbled over the 
others, and the whole filing on the wounded, the 

b!c.1i 4> ^ving on the dead were all promifcuoufly heaped 
together. From thence, the foldiers fpread them* 
felves over the city, and, as if it had been taken by 
ilorm, filled every part of it with terror and car* 
nage, thdr rage venting itfelf with no le& iiiry on 
the unarmed crowd, than if their paflions had been 
exafperated by an equality of danger in the heat of 
battle. Thus, by an act, either wholly unjuftifiable, 
or excufable only on the ground of neceffi^, the 
pofTellion of Enna was retained. Marcellus mewed 
no difapprobation of the deed ; on the contrary, he 
granted the plunder of that place to the folmers ; 
thinking that the Sicilians, deterred by fear of like 
treatment, would defifl from the praftice of betray* 
ing the Roman fortrefies. The hiflory of the &d 
cataflrophe of this city, which flood in the middle of 
Sicily, and was fo confpicuous, both on account of 
the extraordinary natural flrength of its lituadon, as 
alfo on account of every part of it bdng rendered 
facred by the monuments of the rape of Ftoferpine of 
old, reached every part of the illand almofl in one day. 
People cuniidered that horrid carnage as a violation 
of the manfions of the gods, as well as of thofe oS 
men ; and now even thofe who had hefitated until 
this time, openly declared in favour of the Carthagi* 
nians. Hippocrates thai retired to Murgantia, 
Hiniilco to Agrigentum; for they had, on an in- 
vitation from the treacherous inhabitants, brought 
their armies to Enna to no purpofe. Marcellus 
returned into the territory of Leontini, where, having 
llored his camp with magazines of com and other 
provifions, and left a linall body of troops to defend 
it, he went to carry on the fiege of Syracufe. Ap* 
pius Claudius havmg obtained his leave to go to 
Rome to canvafs for flie confullhip, he appointed 
in his, room Titus Quintus Crifpinus to die com^ 

mand 
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mand of the fleet and of the old camp. He forti- BOOK 
fled a camp for himfelf, in which he ereffed huts XXTV.^ 
for the winter, at a place called Leon, five miles 
difiant from the Hezapylum. Thefe were the tranf- b!c.* 14! 
adions in Sicily previous to the commencement of 
winter. 

XL. During that fummer, the war with King 
Philip, which had been apprehended for fome time, 
broke out into adion. Deputies came from Ori< 
cum to the proprator Marcus Valerius, who com- 
manded the fleet at Brundufium and on the neigh- 
bouring coafts of Calabria, informing him, that Philip 
had firll attempted Appollonia, failing up the river 
with a hundred and twenty barks of two banks of 
oars; and, not fucceeding there as fpeedily as he 
mcpeded, had afterwards marched his army fecretly 
by night to Oricum, which dty, being fituated in a 
plain, and being but weakly defended, either by for- 
tifications or by men. and arms, was overpowered at 
the firlt afiault. To this information they joined 
intreaties, that he would bring them fuccour, and 
repel the attacks of that avowed enemy to the Ro- 
mans from the maritime cities, which were af- 
fidled for no other reafon, than becaufe they lay 
contiguous to Italy. Marcus Valerius, leaving a 
lieutenant-general, Titus Valerius, to maintain his 
prefent poll, and putting on board the fhips of bur- 
den a number of foldiers, for whom there was not 
room in the Ihips of war, fet fail with his fleet fully 
equipped and prepared, and arrived on the fecond 
day at Oricum, and vrithout much difficulty retook 
that city, which had for its defence but a weak 
garrifon, left by Philip at his departure. Hither 
came deputies from the Appollonians, with infor- 
mation, that they were befieg^, becaufe they refufed 
to take part againfi the Romans, and that they were 
unable longer to withffand the force of the Mace- 
donians, 
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BOOK donians, unlefs a Roman garrifon were fent to thdr 
• f promifed to comply with their wiihes, 

Y.^c^s! thoufand chofen men in fliips of war 

B.C, 3 I 4 . to thfi mouth of the river, under the command of 
Quintus Naevius Crifta, prsefeft of the allies, a man 
of an enterprifing fpirit and experienced in fervice. 
He, as foon as his men were landed, fent back the 
fliips to join the reft of the fleet at Oricum, whence 
he came ; and leading his troops at a diftance from 
the river, through a road where he was leaft likely 
to meet any of the King’s party, got into town by 
night, without being difcovered by them. During 
the following day all remained quiet, while the pras- 
feft reviewed the forces of the Appollonians, their 
arms, and the defences of the city. On examining 
all thofe matters, he found fulGcient gtound for 
confidence ; at the fame time learning from fcouts, 
that a great degree of negligence and inattention 
prevailed among the enemy. In confe(|uence of 
this intelligence, he marched out of the city in the 
dead of the night, without any noife, and, on entering 
their camp, found it fo neglefted and expofed, 
that a thoufand of his men had gotten within the 
rampart, as we are well aflured, before any one per- 
ceived them, and had they refrained from killing 
the foldiers, might have reached the pavilion of the 
King. The deftroying of thofe who were neareft to 
the gate roufed the others from llcep : and imme- 
diately fuch terror and difmay took poffeflion of all, 
that not one of them offered to take arms, or to 
attempt expelling the affailants : nay, inftead of that, 
even the King hirafelf fled in the fame condition 
as he had ftarted out of bed ; half naked in a man- 
ner, and in a drefs which would fcarcely be de- 
cent for a private foldier, much lels a monarch, 
he effeffed his efcape to his fliips in the river. 
Thither alfo the reft of the multitude directed their 
precipitate flight. Somewhat lefs than three thou- 
iT fand 
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fand men were either killed or taken, but the num> BOOK 
ber of prifoners conliderably exceeded that of the XXIV. 
killed, 'rhe camp was then facked, and the Ap- y 
polldnians carried into their aty, for the defence of g.c. *14.* 
their walls on any future occalion, the catapultas, 
bali^as, and other engines, which had been provided 
for the purpofe of demoliihing them; all the reft 
of the booty found in the camp was configned to 
the Romans. As foon as the news of this event 
reached Oricum, Marcus Valerius inftantly drew his 
fleet to the mouth of the river, left the King Ihould 
attempt to efcape by water. Philip, therefore, 
defpairing of being able to cope with his adverfarics, 
dther by land or fea, drew up fome of his fhips 
into dock, burned the reft, and with his troops, 
moftly unarmed and defpoiled of their baggage, 
returned by land into Macedonia. Marcus Valerius, 
with the Roman fleet, wintered at Oricum. 

XLI. In Spain the contending parties met with 
various fuccefs duiing this campaign. For, before 
the Romans paffed the river Iberus, Mago and 
Hafdrubal defeated a very numerous army of Spa- 
niards, and all farther Spain would have revolted 
from the Romans, had not Publius Cornelius, by a 
rapid march, arrived in time to confirm the waver- 
mg refolutions of his allies. The Romans en- 
camped, firft at a place called the High Fort, 
remarkable for the death of the great Hamilcar. 

The fortrefs was ftrong, and they had already pro- 
vided a ftore of corn. Nevcrthelefs, bccaufe all the 
country round was full of the enemy’s troops, and 
as the Roman army, on its march, had been harafled 
by their cavalry, without being able to take revenge, 
and had loft two thoufand men, who either loitered 
behind or ftraggled through the country, they 
removed thence to the neighbourhood of a friendly 
people, and fortified a camp at the mount of Vic- 
tory. Hither came Cneius Scipio with all his forces ; 

while 
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BOOK while on the other Ade, Hafdrubal, fon of Gifgo, 
^ XXIV. with a complete army, joined the other two Car- 
Y R thaginian generals, and their whole combined forces 
b!c.' 2I4. down oppoAte to the Roman with a river be* 
tween them. Publius Scipio, going out privately 
with fome light-armed troops to take a view of the 
adjacent country, paAed not unobferved by 'the 
enemy, who would have cut him off in an open 
plain, had he not feized ah eminence, which was 
nigh. Even there he was clofely inveAed, but his 
brother coming up, relieved him from that dan* 
gerous Atuation. Gaffulo, a Arong city, reckoned 
among the moA remarkable in Spain, and fo clofely 
connected with the Carthaginians, that Hannibal 
had married a native of it, revolted to the Romans. 
The Carthaginians laid Aege to llliturgi, becaufe it 
was held by a Roman garrifon, and they had 
reafon to expedi that it would foon fall into thdr 
hands, chieAy in confequence of a fcarcity of pro* 
viAons. Cneius Scipio, with a legion lightly 
, equipped, marched to the relief of the allies and 
the garrifon, and forced his way into the city, 
between the two camps of the enemy with great 
Aaughter of their men. On the day following he 
made a fally, and fought with the fame fuccefs. 
In the two battles, he killed above twelve thoufand 
men, and took more than ten thoufand, with thirty* 
Ax military Aandards: in conlequence of which 
Ioffes, the Carthaginians railed the Aege. They 
then fat down before the city of Bigerra, which 
alfo was in alAance with the Romans, but on the 
approach of Cneius Scipio raifed the Aege without 
a battle. 


XLU. The Carthaginians then removed their 
camp to Munda, whither the Romans quickly fol- 
lowed them. Here a general engagement took 
place, which laAed near four hours: the Romans 
lud decidedly the advantage $ but, while they were 

purfuing 
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purfubg the vidory with the utmoft ardour, the BOOK 
fignal of retreat was ^ven, in confequence of X XTV.^ 
Cneius Scipio’s thigh being pierced through with * 

a javelin} the foldiers round him bang feized B.C.314! 
with a panic, in the fuppofition that the wound was 
mortal. There was no doubt, but that, if they 
had not been thus ftopped, they would, on that 
day, have taken the enemy’s camp. Not only 
thdr foldiers, but elephants alfo, had already been 
driven up to the rampart, and, on the top of 
it, thirty-nine elephants had been killed with fpears. 

Twelve thoufand men are faid to have fallen in 
this battle, and near three thoufand to have been 
taken, with fifty-feven military enfigns. From 
thence the^ Carthaginians retreated to the city of 
Aurinas, and the Romans, not to allow them time 
to recover from their defeat, followed them clofely. 

Here Scipio, though carried into the field in a litter, 
engaged them again, and obtained a decided vi£tory : 
though fewer of the enemy, by half, were flain in 
this battle than in the former ; becaufe, after their 
lofs on that occafion, they could only bring a fmaller 
number into the field. But as they are a race fitted 
by nature for the reviving of wars and the recruiting 
of armies, they foon, through the diligence of Mago, 
who was fent by his brother to levy foldiers, filled 
up their complement of their troops, and refumed cou- 
rage to rifk a-frefh the ilTue of a battle. Though 
their battalions were now compofed moflly of foreign 
foldiers, yet fighting on a fide which had fufiered 
fo many difeomfitures within a few days, they fhewed 
the fame fpiiit as before, and the fame confequence 
enfued. More than eight thoufand men were flain, 
not many fhort of a thoufand taken prifoners, toge- 
ther with fifty-eight military ftandards. The greater 
part of the fpoils had belonged to the Gauls, 
among which were golden chains and bracelets in 
great numbers; there were alfo two remarkable 
chieftains of the Gauls killed in that battle, Mceni- 

captus 
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BOOK captus and Civifmarus : eight elephants were taken, 
three killed. During this current of fuccefs 
Y^yr'g in Spain, the Romans began to feel aihamed of 
B.C.*ai4. It^ving fuffcred the town of Saguntum, the ori- 
ginal objefl: oi difpute, to continue five years in 
the poffeffion of the enemy. Wherefore, dif- 
lodging the Carthaginian garrifon, they retook 
ponefSon of the town, and reftored it to fuch of 
the inhabitants as had furvived the violence of 
the conflid. As to the Turdetanians, who had 
been the inlligators of the war between the Car- 
thaginians and the people, they totally fubdued 
them, fold them as ilaves, and rafed their city to 
the ground. Such were the occurrences in Spain 
during the confulate of Quintus Fabius ^d Marcus 
Claudius. 

XLIII. At Rome, no fooner had the new ple- 
bdan tribunes entered into office, than one of them, 
Lucius Metellus, fummoned the cenfors, Publius 
Furius and Marcus .^tilius, to trial before the people. 
In the preceding year, when he was quaeftor, they 
had degraded him from the equeflrian rank and 
from his tribe, and had disfranchifed him on ac- 
count of his having formed a confpiracy at Cannx 
to abandon Italy: but they were fupp<;rted by 
the other nine tribunes, who piotefted againft their 
being brought to trial, and were confequently <Kf- 
ebarged. The death of Publius Furius prevented 
their clofing the Luftrum ; and Marcus AEtilius 
abdicated his office. The eleftion of confuls was 
held by the conlul Quintus Fabius Maximus, and 
two were chofen who were both abfent at the 
time, Quintus Fabius Maximus, the prefent conful’s 
fon, and Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus, a fecond 
time. The prxtors appointed were Marcus AiilitlSi 
and two who were then curule sdiles, Publius Sem- 
ponius Tuditamus and Cneius Fulvius Centu- 
malus, and lailly, Marcus iSmilius Lepidus. It ka 

recorded, 
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recorded , that ftage plays were now, ibr the firfl; BOOK 
time, exhibited four days fucceiTively, by diredtion XXIV. 
of the curule mdiles^ Thifi Tudhanus, now sedile, 
was the perfon who, at Caimae* while the reft were 8*0. 314! 
ftupified by fear, in cjmfequence of fuch a dreadful 
difafter, made his way through the middle of the 
enemy. 

XLIV. As foon as the eledions were finiftied, Y.R.539. 
the confuls eledl were called home to Rome, by the B.C.213. 
advice of the prefent conful Quintus Fabius, and . 
aftumed the adininiftration. They then called a 
meeting of the fenate, to determine concerning thdr 
own provinces and thofe of the praetors, the armies 
to be employed, and the commanders to whom 
each was to be allotted. Thefe were diftributed in 
the following manner : To the confuls was afligned 
the province of making head againft Hannibal ; and 
‘ of the armies, the one which Sempronius himielf 
had already under his command, and another corn* 
manded by the late conful Fabius. Thefe confifted 
of two legions each. M^rr.us iEinilius, the praetor, 
to whofe lot the foreign junfdidicn had fallen, (his 
ihare in the adminiftration of juftice being configned 
to his colleague,) Marcus Atilius, city prajtor, was 
to hold the province of Luceria, and the two le- 
gions which Quintus Fabius, the prefent conful, 
had commanded as praetor ; to Publius Sempronius 
fell the province of Ariminium ; to Cncius Fulvius, 

Sueflula, with two legions likewife to each; Ful- 
vms to take with liini the city legions; Tuditanus 
to receive his from Marcus Pomponius. The fol- 
lowing commanders and provinces were continued 
to Marcus Claudius, Sicily, fo for as the limits of 
Hiero^s dominions had extended ; to Lentulus, pro- 
prastor, the old Roman province in that ifland; 
to Titus Olacilius, the fleet. No additions were 
made to their armies. Greece and Macedonia were 
allotted to Marcus Valerius, \nth the legbn and 

s fleet 
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BOOK fleet which he had there ; to Qumtus Mucios, Sur* 
XXIV. dinia, with his old »my, whi^ cotilifted of two !«<> 
X K ^ gions, and to Caius Terentius, Picenum, with the one 

prefent undor his command. It ipas 
ordered, that, befides thofe mentioned, two cit)rl#> 
gions fliould be levied, and twenty thou&nd ttoa^ «f 
the ^lies. Thefe n ere the leaders, thefe the foraap^ 
provided for the defence of the Roman emdpm 
agahdt a multitude of oiemies, dther declarer ^ 
fmpe£ted. The confuls, after raifing the two ’tSiy 
legions, and filling up the numbers of the odipn^ 
before they quitted Rome, expiated feveral prodidbi, 
which had been reported. A wall and a gate*lM|d 
been ftruck by lightning, and alfo the temple of 
Jupiter at Ancia. Befides which, feveral decepdons 
of the eyes and ears were credited as fads ; that the 
figures of Ihips of war had appeared m the rivor at 
Tarracina, where no fuch ihips wcie; that in the 
temple of Jupiter, at Vicilmum in the diftrift of 
Compfa, a claihing of arms was heard, and that die 
river at Amitemum flowed in ilreams of Mood* 
When the expiation of thefe was performed, ac- 
cording to the diredfion of the pontiffs, the confuk 
fet out, Senipronius to Lucania, Kabius to Apofia. 
The father of the latter coming into the camp at 
Suelfula, as lieutenant-general under his fon, the fon 
went out to meet him, and the hdors, out of re- 
verence to his dignity, went on in filence, until the 
old man rode pad eleven of the fafces, when die 
conful ordering his next lidor to take care, he 
called to him to difmount, and the father then, at 
length, alighting, faid, ** I had a mind, my fon, to' 
m** try whether you were 'properly fenfible of being 
** conful.” 

XLV. Into this camp Darius Altinita of Arpi 
came privately by night, with three fiaves, pro- 
imfing that if hn were properly rewarded, he would 
betray Arpi to them, Fabius held a council to com- 

flder 
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ll^di|!| of the {natter» %rhen foffle were oj^uoD, that BOOK 
** be dughr to be fcourged and put to death as a X XIV.^ 
deferter, being a common foe to both parties, v 
*f^.Jttrer re^y tp change fides } who, after the mif- bjC. fi^ 
^one at Ciauue, as if hath ought to follow the ’ ^ 
ages of fortune, had gone over to the Car- 
igimans, and drawn Arpi into a revolt} anft 
w, when the Roman affairs were, contrary to 
hopes and wiflies, recovering from that dif« 

:er, it muff appear doubly bafe to offer to ferve, 

|jy an aft of treachery, the party on whom he 
** praftifed his treachery before. Such a wretch, 

** ifilo always appeared to aft on one fide, while his 
" jsifhes were on the other, fuch a perfidious ally 
** and fickle enemy, ought to be made a third leflbn 
“ to deferters along with the Falerian and Pyr- 
“ rhus’s traitors.” On the other hand Fabius, the 
CQofnVs father, faid, that “ people did not attend 
“ to the ftate of the times, but, in the very heat 
** of war, as in a time of tranquillity, pronounced 
decifions on every cafe without any allow- 
ance for circumfiances. Thus, at a time whoi 
** th^ fhould rather contrive and labour to prei/ent, 

** if^poffible, any of the allies revolting from the 
“ Roman caufe, or become wavering in thdr incli- 
“ nations, they were of opinion, that a perfon who 
repented and fhewed an inclination to return to 
his former conneftions, ought to be punilhed for 
an example. But it thofe who had once forfaken 
the part of the Romans, were at no time allowed 
to retufh to it, who could doubt, but that their 
** nation would be deferted by its allies, and that 
“ they would Ihortly fee every ftate in Italy combined 
“ under Carthaginian treaties ? Neverthelefs he was 
** not difpofed to think that any confidence fhould 
« be repofed in Altinius : but he would ftrike out a 
middle way of proceeding, and recommend that, 

« at prefent, he fhould not be treated either as an 
** enemy or an ally, but fhould, during the am* 

s s ** tinuance 
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dnuance of the im« be l^t ift cuftodjr, 
fmdll diftance from thcNSi&p) in firai(f>>dity 
fidelity could be relied on ; aad^ that} 
event of peace, k ilmidd be coitfideted 
ther his former defedfitms pleaded' 
ptinifhment, or his* prdent retUnf tot 
advice of Fabius was adoptedti Af 
bound in chains, and, together with hRlv 
delivered intoiiicuftody ; and a large quantity of ^ 
which he had brought with him, was ordered 
kept for his ufe. He was fent to Gales, 
was allowed to go out by day attended b'j 
who confined and watched him by night, 
was miffed at his houfe in Arpi, learch was 
him at firft, then the report of what had happened 
fpreading through the dty, occafioned a ^pknult 
among the citizens, as if they had loll their I jh lteP j 
fo that, dreading an alteration of their prcfent ppbm, 
they difpatched, inllantly, to Hannibal an afJpMmt 
of the affair. This was not at all difpleafing^lti^e 
Carthaginian, becaufe he had long harbour^lbf* 
pidons of him, knowing the duplicity of hr 
radbr ; and befides, he had now gained an jppffe 
for feizing and confifcating his great property* 
ever, in order to make people believe that hiejUftts 
adiuated rather by anger than rapacioufnefs, he.fx* 
hibited a fcene of uncommon barbarity ; for, ha^h^ 
ordered his wife and children to be brought into the 
camp, he made a Arid inquiry concerning the fliellt 
of Altinius, and likewife concerning the quautiwB 
of gold and filver which he had left at home ; aiMl, 
when he had got fuffident informaticm of every par* 
dcular, he iftirned them alive. 

XLVI. Fabius fet out from Suefllila, intemfii^; 
to open the campaign wdth the fiege of Arjn, and 
having pitched his camp about half a mile ftom the 
place, and taka^ a near view of the fituation and 
ahrtiScationa wthe town, he refolyed to nia^ hia 
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and the gwifd the moft negligently 
r,|>r9vidi]^' ewsty thing requiiite for an 
jM^lj^P^Siihd out of the whole army the abM B. C- aia* 
placed over them tribunes of known 
’» them fix hundred foldiers, which 

: was deemed fufficient, with orders, that, on 
rounding of the fignal of the fourtti watch, they 
' ' advance with foaling ladders to the chofen fpot. 
ite on that fide was low and narrow, the coiv 
. ^ ftreet being little frequented, as leading 
'** a deferted part of the town. He ordered 
after firft foaling the wall, to proceed to this 
gate^^and break down the bars on the infide ; then, 
as they had got poflefiion of that quarter of 
, to give the fignal with a cornet, that the 
||[..the forces might join them, faying, that he 
have every thing in readinefs. jms orders 
executed with vigour and fpirit ; while a cir> 

^nce, which feemed likely to obftrud: the 
faking, proved the moil favourable for con> 
their operation's. A heavy rain at mid- 
tPbliged the guards and watches in the town 
|ip away from their polls, and run for ihelter 
into the houfes, while the loudnefs of the ftorm, 
which was moft violent at the beginning, prevented 
their hearing the noife made by thofe who were 
k^aking the poftern, and the found, becoming after* 

4^ds more foft and regular, lulled moft of the men 
to fleep. As foon as me afiailants had fecured pof- 
fofiion of the gate, they placed the coraet-players in 
the ftreet, at equal diilances, and or*red them to 
found as a futiunons to tlie coniul ; who, finding 
this part of the plan executed, immediately ordered 
his troops to march, and, a little before day, entered 
the city through the broken gate. 

w 

iLVII. At length the enemy were roufed, the 
rdoijtkpo abating with the approach of day. ‘Xhere 

® 3 # 
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BOOK was in the dty a ganrifon of HannihaKs troOfiSy 
. . amounting to five thoufand eflfedkive men, iKid 

Y.R.539. armed people of Arpi themfelves were d!(^ 
'B.C.313 thoufand more. Thefe latter, the Carthagink^» 
to .guard againft any treachery on thar rear, 
pofed in front to the enemy. The fight was talm* 
tained for fome time in the dark, and in nadMt^ 
llreets, the libmans having feized not only all Imt 
pafles, but the houfes likewife next to the 
left they might be ftruck or wounded by any tmng 
thrown down from them. Some of the 
and Romans recognifing each other, began to 
enter into converfation ; the latter ‘aiking what had 
been the demerit of their countrymen, or what the 
merit of the CarthaginianSj that could induce Ita- 
lians to wage war in their fevour,— in favctUr of 
fbrdgners and barbarians;- in fine, againft their 
antient alUes, and ftriving to reduce Italy to a ftatl of 
vafihlage, and to make it a tributary province to 
Africa? The Aipians, in excufe for themfdbes, 
declared, that, without knowing any thing of'ftie 
mattei, they had been fold to the CarthaginiaiiB by 
thofe who had the management of their afiturs, 
and that they weie kept in a ftate of fubjeftion 
and opprelfion by a f aft ion of a few. In confe- 
quence of this declaration, greater numbers on both 
fides joined in the converfation. At laft the praetor 
of Aipi was brought by his countrymen to the 
conful, and mutual aftlirances being given, in the 
midft of the ftandards and troops, the Arpians on 
a hidden turned their ai ms againft the Carthaginians 
in favour or the Romans. A body of Spaniards 
alfo, nearly a thoufand in number, came over to 
the conful, wdthout ftipulating any other condition 
than that the Carthaginian garrifon ftiould be al- 
lowed to depart unhurt; which article was punc- 
tually fulfilled : the gates were thrown open : 
they were difmifleU in iafety, and joined Han- 
nibal at Salapia. Thus was Arpi reftored to the 

Romans, 
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Rpmans, withoat any other lofa than that of the l^e BOOK 
fOf Mie man, lon^ fince branded with treafon, and 
taely with deferdon. To the Spaniards a double 
|dlowance of provifions was ordered ; and, on very Bic.a$ 
inany occalions afterwards, the government found 
them brave and faithful foldiers. While one of the ' 

tobnfuls was in Apulia, and the other in Lucania, an 
hundred and twelve Campanian hor^men, all men 
of noble birth, having, under pretence of ravaging 
the enemy’s country, obtained leave from the ma« 
gifliates to go out of Capua, came to the Roman 
can^ above SuelTula, told the advanced guard who 
Aey were, and that they wifhed to fpeak with the 
praetor. Cneius Fulvius, who commanded there, 
on recdving their -meflage, ordered ten of thar 
number, unarmed, to be conduced into his prefence ; 
and having heard their demands, which amounted to 
no mote than that, on Capua being recovered, thdr 
property might be reftored to them, he received 
them all into protedlion. At the fame time the other 
praetor, SemproniusTuditanus, reduced, by force, 
the town of Aternutli, took above feven thoufand 
prilbners, and a confiderabie quantity of brafs and 
iUver coin. At Rome a dreadful fire raged during 
two nights and one day : every thing between the 
Salinse and the Carraental gate was levelled to the 

S round, as were the ^quimscliuni and the Jugaiian 
reet. The fire, catching the temples of Fortune, 
of Mother Matuta, and of Hope, on the outfide of 
the gate, and fpreading to a vail extent, confumed 
a great number of buildings, both religious and 
private. * 

XLVIII. During this year, the two Comelii, 

Publius and Cneius, by the profperous courfe of 
affairs in Spain, and from their having recovered 
many old, and acquired many new allies, were en- 
couraged to extend their views to Africa itfelf. 

Syphax, at this time king of a part of Numidia, 

s 4 had 
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BOOK had fuddeniy commenced a war with the Ca^* 

XX IV. thaginians: to him they fent three centurions as am- 
baffadors, to form a treaty of friendlhip and alliance, 
and to aflure him, that, if he continued to profecute 
the war againft the Carthaginians, the Roman fenate 
and people would be thankful* for the fervice, and 
would life their bell endeavours to repay the kind* % 
nefs afterwards to his entire fatisfaftion. This era- 
baffy wao veiy acceptable to the barbarian : he en- 
tered into converf'tion with the ambalTadors on the 
art of war; and when he heard the difcourfes of 
thofc experienced veterans, and compared his own 
pra6fice with fuch a legular fyilem of difeipline, he 
became fenfible of his ignuiance in many particulars. 
Then he requeued, as thg hi ft inftance of that &- 
vour, which he might exped from good and faithful 
allies, that two of them might carry back to their 
** commanders the relult of their embaffy, and the 
“ other remain with him as his mftruflor in military 
** knowledge ; adding, that the people of Numidia 
** were quite unacquainted with the method of fight- 
“ ing on foot, and weie ufeful only on horfeback: 
that this was the mode pradifed by their an- 
ceftois fmee their firft exiftence as a nation, and 
“ to the fame had the prtfent generation been ac- 
“ cuftomed fince their childhood. That he had to 
** deal with an enemy whofe cliicf confidence lay in 
** the powei of their infantry ; and that, tlierefore, 

“ if he expetfted to puthimlelf on an equality with 
“ them in point of firm itrength, he muft procuie a 
“ body of foot foldiers to oppofe theirs. That his 
“ dominions abounded with numbers of men fit for 
** the purp )fe, I ut that he was totally ignorant of 
** the proper m'*hod ol anting, training, and mar- 
*' fhalliiig them ; and they weie in every refped 
** awkward an< unin..i ageable, like a mere mob 
“ culledtd by chance.** Tht ambafladors anlwered, 
that they would, at the prefent, comply with his de- 
fire, pruvhled he gave them an afiurance that he 

would 
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w^uld fend the perfon back, in cafe thdr coi]^> BO OIK 
manders fliould difapprove of what they had done. XXIV. c 
The name of him who remained with the king was 
Qpintus Statorius. With the two centurions, the 
Numidian fent into Spain amba£&dors on his part, to ' ' 
receive the ratification of the convention from the 


Roman generals ; and he charged them, after they 
ihould iiave executed this comniiffion, to perfuade 
the Numidians, who a£fed as auxiliaries in the Car-' 
thaginian garrifons, to come over to the other fide. 
Statorius, finding abundance of young men, raifed 
an army of infantry for the king, and forming thetn 
into (fiftind: bodies, according to the Roman method, 
taught them, in taking their polls and performing 
thdr feveral evolutions, to follow their ftandards and 


keep their ranks ; and he fo inured them to the prac- 
tice of military works, and other duties of foldiers, 
that, in a Ihort time, the king placed not more con- 
fidence in his cavalry than in his infantry, and, even 
in a pitched battle, on a level plain, he defeated an 
army of Carthaginians. The arrival of the king’s 
ambafladors was productive of great advantages to 
the Romans in Spain, for, as foon as it was known, 
the Numidians began to come over in great numbers 
from the enemy. In this manner did friendlhip com- 
mence between the Romans and Syphax. Of which 
tranfaftion, as fooji as the Carthaginians got notice, 
they inftantly difpalched ambaffadors to Gala, w ho 
reigned in the other part of Nuinidia, over the nation 
called MalTylians. 


XLIX. Gala had a fon named MafinilTa, at 
that time only feventeen years o'd, but endowed 
with fuch talents as, even then, all uded llrong pre- 
fumption that he would leave the kingdom more 
extenfive and opulent than when he received it. 
The ambaffadors reprefented, that, “ fince Syphax 
** had united hinifelf with the Romans, for the 
“ purpofe of being enabled, by their allillance, to 

“ exert 
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K ** exert greater force againft the other kings and 
“ natives of Africa, it would be the interell of 
“ Gala to enter mto allrance,as foon as poiHble, with 
the Carthaginians, on the other fide ; that, l^fore 
* Syphax palfed over into Spain, or the Romans 
“ into Africa, it would be very practicable to over- 
** power the former, who had, as yet, gained no 
“ advantage from his connexion with Rome, except 
the name of it. Gala was eafily perfuaded totaaw 
part in the war, efpecially as his fon earneftly foli* 
cited the command of the armies ; and, in conjunc* 
tion with the legions of the Carthaginians, he totally 
defeated Syphax in a great battle, in which, as we 
are told, thirty thoufand men were (lain. Syphax 
fled from rhe field with a few horfemen, and took 
refuge a lo'ig ihe Maurufian Numidians, who inha- 
bit the remoteft coaft of the ocean, oppofite to Gades. 
Here the barbarians, attrafted by his fame, flocked to 
him from all Tides, in fuch numbers, that he wras foon 
at the head of a very great army. In order to pre- 
vent his carrying this foice into Spain, from which he 
was feparated only by a narrow flreight, Mafinilfa, 
with his victorious troops, came up with him } and 
there, by his own flrength, without any aid from the 
Carthaginians, he maintained the war againft Sy- 
phax with great gloi y. In Spain nothing memorable 
was performed, except that the Roman generals 
brought over to their fide the youth of Celtiberia, 
granting them the fame pay which they had ftipulated 
with the Carthaginians, and fending above three 
hundred Spaniards of the higheft diflinClion into Italy, 
to endeavour to draw' ofT their countrymen, who 
ferved as auxiliaries in Hannibal’s army. The only 
incident which occurred in Spain remarkable enough 
to deferve being recorded, was, that the Geltiberians, 
in this year, were the firfl: mercenary troops ever en- 
tertain^ in the Roman armies. , ^ 
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BOOK XXV. 

Publius Cornelius Scipio^ afterwards called -AfricanuSy deEleJ 
sedile before he had attained the age required by the law. 

citadel of Teirentum^ in which the Roman garrifon had 
taken refuge, betrayed to HannibaL Games ittftituted in 
honour of Apollo^ called Apollinarian. Quintus Fulvius 
and Appius Claudius^ confuls^ defeat Hanno tl>e Carthagi-^ 
fiian general. Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus betrayed by 
a Lucaman to Mago^ and fain. Centenius Penttla^ who 
had been a centurion^ afks the fenate for the command of an 
army^ promifing to engage and vanquif} Hannibal / is cut 
off with eight thoufand men. Cneius Fulvius engages Han^ 
nibdy and is beaten^ with the lof of ftxteen thoufand men 
fain ; he himfelf ef tapes with only two hundred horfemen. 

Quintus Fulvius and Appius Claudius^ confuls^ lay fege to 
Capua. Syracufe taken by Claudius Marcellus^ after a 
fege of three yars. In the tumult occafoned by taking the 
cityj Architnedes is killed^ while intently occupied upon fame 
figures which he had drawn in the f and. Publius and Cor- 
mlius Scipio^ after having performed many eminent fervues in 
Spaifiy are Jlain^ togetbtr with nearly the whole of their 
armies^ eight years after their arrival in that country ; and 
the poffiffion of that province would have been entirely Ifl^ 
but for the valour and aliiviiy of Lucius Marcius^ a Roman 
knight^ who^ colleFiing the jeattered remains of the vanquifbed 
armies^ utterly defeats the enemyi forming tl eir two camps ^ 
lulling thirty feven thoufand of theniy and taking sixteen 
hundred^ together with an immenfe booty. 

H AN¥IBAl paffed the fummer, dijring which BOOK 
thefe events took place in Africa and Spain, , 
in the ijerritory of Tarentumy in continual expefla- Y.R.539. 
* tion B.C.213! 
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BOOK tkm of to city betrayed into bis hand((> 

XXV. Meanwhde foiojiie inconfiderable towns of that cKt 
Y r'^ oto» b^bn^ng to the Sallentines, revolted 

Bic.fij. ^ twelve Bruttian ' 

‘Stales which had, a year or two before, g<me oV«^ 
to the Carthaginians the Confentians and ThuriaiV* 
put themfelves again under the proteftion of the 
Roman people, and more of them would have 
done the fame, had not Lucius Pomponius Veien* 
tanus, pisefcdl of the allies, who, in confequence of 
feveral predatory expeditions in the territory of 
Bruttium, had acquired an appearance of a #3g|U> 
lar commander, alTembled a tumultuary army,*ad 
fought a battle with Hanno. A vaft number 
men were killed or tiiken on the occafion, butfl^ 
were only an undifciplined rabble of peafantsswd 
llav^ ; and the lead part of the lofs was the prs^iR 
himfelf being taken among the red; ; for, befides |iil 
inconfiderate ralhnefs in bringing on this engage* 
ment, having been formtrly a farmer of the reve- 
nue, he had, by every iniquitous pradice, proved 
'faithlefs and detrimental, both to the date and to 
the companies concerned in that bufinefs. The 
Gonful Sempronius had many flight Ikirmiflies in 
Lucauia, none worthy of mention, but i educing fe- 
veral inconfideiable towns. In proportion as thew^ 
was protrafled lo a gi cater length, andfuccefles 
dilappoiiitments produced various alterations, 
only in the fltuations, but in the ientiments of 
men, fuperflidous obfervanccs, and thefe mod 
intioduced from abroad, gained fuch ground amo 
the people in general, tliat it feemed as if eitl, 
maiikJnd or the deities had undergone a fuddbii 
change. And now the cuftomed rites were 
ufed, not only in private, and withm doors, 
in the public ftreets, the Forum, and the Cq 
Thefe were frequented by crowds of women 
ing, and ol^ering prayers to their gods, 
hitherto unknown at Rome. A low. ~ 
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officers, and ibothikyeqs, had enflaved the people's BO0S 
tiBderftandings, and the mvtkia <ii thele were In* ^ ^ 

o^ed in confeqnence of die gn^ hffittx'of the pea> v.^.e^ 
ikatry from the country, who, j^ds lay loAg BjC.a^ 

eaitilled by reafon of the con^uiiio^ Or ' the war, and 
„ inroads of the enemy, were driven into the city 
mrough want and fear. Thefe found an e^y meaiia 
of profit, in working on the deluded minds of the 
multitude, which practice they carried on as if it 
were a lawful occupation. At firft, every wd[}>judg« 
ing perfon esprefied indignation at fuch proceethng^ ; 
afterwards, the matter came to be noticed by the la* 
nators, and attraAed public cenfure from the govern* 
meQli. The aediles, and the judges of criounal 
Oaidht *, were fiiarply rebuked by the fenate, for 
aei^ving prevented thefe practices, although, When 
thhy'liad attempted to difperfe from the Foram the 
crowd aflembled on fuch an occafion, and to remove 
the implements of their rites, they were in immi* 
nait danger of perfonal injury. The evil now ap- 
pearing too powerful to be checked by the efforts 
of the inferior magiffrates, the fenate gave a charge 
to Marcos Atilius, praetor of the city, to free uie 
public from thofe fuperllitious nuifances. For this 
purpofe, he read their decree in a general aflembly ; 
and, at the fame time, gave notice, that “ whofoever 
** had any books of ^vination, and forms of jprayer 
**’ nfed on fuch occafions, or the art of facnficing 
** in writing, fhould bring all fuch books and 
* “ writings to him before the calends of April, 
and that no perfon ihould in any place, dther 
^j mblic or confecrated, perform facrifice in any 
*^liew Of fbrdgn mode.” 

Several of the priefls eflablilhed by law died 
ear, Lucius Cornelius Lentulus, chief pontiff 
Papirius lyiafo, fon of Caius, a pontiff. Pub’ 

were They were elefted by thepec^ to judge 

eu^es,' foperinteud the pnfoai, and tu eicecauon of 

Uus 
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E O O K lius Furius FhUu$, an augur, and Caius Pajnriiu 
XXV. Mafo, fon of Furius, a deconvir for the dire6ion of 
religious rities. In the room of Leaitulus was fob* 
ftituted, in the college of pontiS, Marcus Com^uS 
Cethegus ; in that of npirius, Cneius SerriHua 
Coepio : Lucius Quintius Flaminius was created au^ 
ffur, and Lucius Cornelius Lentulus decemvir £# 
uie diredion of religious rites. The dme of the 
confular eIe£Hon now drew nigh; but, as it was 
not judged expedient to call away the confuls from 
the war, which they were profecuting with vigour, 
Tiberius Sempronius, conful, nominated Caius Clau- 
dius Ceniho diflator, to hold the eledions, and he 
appointed Quintus Fulvius Flaccus his mailer of the 
horfe. The dictator, on the firil day whereon ike 
a&mbly could meet, eleded confuls Quintus Ful- 
vius Flaccus the mailer of the horfe, and Apjplhs 
Claudius Fulcher, who had held the government 
of Sicily, as praetor. ITien were elefted praetors^ 
Cneius Fulvius Flaccus, Caius Claudius Nero, Mar- 
cus Junius Silanus, Publius Cornelius Sulla. As 
foon as the elediions were finiihed, the didator re- 
figned his oiEce. This year, with Marcus Cornelius 
Cethegus, Publius Cornelius Scipio, afterwards fur- 
named Africanus, was curule aedile. The plebdaft 
tribunes oppofed the pretenfions of the latter to tht 
aedileihip, and infiiled that he ought not to be ad- 
mitted as a candidate, becaufe he was not of the age 
required by law*, on which he anfwered, If it is 
** the will of all the citizens to make me aedile, 1 am 
old enough on this, the people haftened into thek 
rdjpe£live tribes, to give their votes in his i&vouf. 


* No perfon could obtain a curule office until he had feHML 
ten campaigns ; and, as the military age commenced at fe«eB» 
teen, a man muft be at leaft twenty-feven before he was qualjfiijl 
to fttc for the queftornnp It feems that by this law 
quifite ages were ititled thus : 

For the quseitorihip — . 3 1 years* 

curule aedilefhip — 37 

pratorfhip — — 40 

oonfuiihip — — 43 

and 
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and with fuch a d^ee of zeal, that the tribunes at BOOK 
once relinquiflied their defign. The complimons KXV. * 
Mid to the public by thofe aediles were thrfe ; the 
Kcomn games were exhibited with magnificence, B,'c. sfa! 
"OQinfidering the circumftances of the times, and re> ‘ ‘ *' 
peated during one day ; with a donation of a gallon 
oil to each ftreet. The plebaan scdiles X.uciu8 
'^lius Tappulus, and Marcus Fundanius Fundulus, 


brought b^ore the people a charge of incontineiiey 
againft a confiderable number of matrons, and k- 
veral who were convicted were driven into exile. 


The plebeian games were repeated during two days ; 
and, on occafion of thefe games, a banquet in ho. 
nour of Jupiter was celebrated. 


IfiL Quintus Fulvius Flaccus, a third time, and Y.R.540. 
Appius Claudius, entered upon the adminiftrationof B.C.2iak 
the confulihip. The provinces were afligned to the 
praetors by lot ; the adminiftration of juftice, both 
to citizens and foreigners, formerly divided between 
two, now fell to Publius Cornelius Sulla ; Apulia 
was allotted to Cneius Fulvius Flaccus, Sueflula to 
Caius Claudius Nero, and Ftruria to Marcus Junius 
Silanus. It was decreed, that the cunfuls fhould 
condud the war againft Hannibal, and that each 
ihould receive two legions, one from Quintus Fa- 
bius conful of the former year, the other from Ful- 
vius Centumalus; that, of thcprastors, Fulviiiid|Flac- 
cos ihould command thofe legions which were at 
Luceiia, under the praetor JEmilius, and Claudius 
Nero thofe which were in Ficenum under Caius 
Terentius, and that they themfelves ihould raife re- 
cruits to fill up the numbers of their refpe£tive ar- 
mies. To Marcus Junius, for the fervice in Etruria, 
were given the two aty legions of the preceding 
yCir. Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus and Publius 
Scmpronius Tuditanus were continued in command 
of'^dieir provinces, Lucania and Gaul, with the 
ivse^rces as before; as was Publius Itentttlus in 
ivi the 
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BOOK the old Roman province in Sicily.; Marcus Marcd- 
XXV. lus in Syracufe, and the late dominions of Hiero; 

Titus Otaciliue in the command of the fleet, Mar-^ 
B!c.a». Valerius in that of Greece, Quintus Mudus 
** ‘ Scsevola in that of Sardinia, and the two Come% 
Publius and Cneius, in that of Spain. In addition 
to the*troops already on foot, two dty legions were 
levied by tjhe confuls, the number of thefe this 
year being raifed to twenty-three. The behaviour 
of Marcus Pollumius Pyrgenfls impeded thefe levies 
of the confuls, and wait very near exdting a great 
and general commotion. This man was a farm^ 
of the revenue, and for many years had not, in 
the whole empire, any equal in fraud and avarice, 
excepting Lucius Pomponius Veientanus, who was 
made prifoner by the Carthaginians under Hanno, 
while he was inconfiderately ravaging the Jj^ds 
of Lucania. As the public were to undergo any 
lofs of the fupplies fent for the ufe of the ar- 
mies, which Ihould be occafioned by ftorm, thefe 
two had fabricated accounts of pretended fliipwreck ; 
and even fuch as they reported with a degree 
of truth, had happened through their own fraudu- 
lent contrivance, not through accident. Having 
put a few goods, of little worth, on board of old 
ihattered veffels, they funk thefe in the deep, aftor 
taking out the failors into boats prepared for the 
and then made a &lfe return of the car- 
goes, as of much more conflderable value than they 
really weie. A difcovery of this fr^iud had been 
made the year before to Marcus Atilius the prsetor, 
and by him communicated to the fenate ^ but ftill no 
vote of cenfure had pafled on it, becaufc the fenators 
were unwilling to difoblige, at fuch a time as that, 
the body of revenue flurmers. The aflembly of the 
people, however, proved a more (Irid avenger of it $ 
and two plebeian tribunes, Spurius and Lucius Gav- 
vilius, exerting themfelves at laft, when they^fiiw 
that fuch condu^ was become generally odious and 

SI fcandalous, 
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fcandiJous, pf opofed a fine on Marcus Pofhimias of B O OK 
two hundred thou&nd tjffes in wdght *. When the XXv. 

arrived on which me caufe was to be argued, 
fuch vaft numbers of the commons attended the af> B.C.2ta. 
fembly, that the area of the Capitol could fgarcely 
contain them ; and when the pleadings were finiflied, 
the only hope which the defendant feemed to have, 
was, that (^us Servilius Cafca, a plebdan tribune, 
his near relation and intimate friend, fhould intcr- 
pofe a proteft, before the tribes were called on for 
their opinions. After the witneties had been exa- 
mined, the tribunes defired the people to withdraw, 
and the urn was brought, in order that the tribes 
fhould draw lots, and then proceed to determine the 
matter. Meanwhile the revenue fermers urged Cafca 
to tiiop the proceedings for that day, at which the 
cmnmons loudly declared their difpleafure, and Cafca 
happening to lit foremoft at a front comer of the 
Ronrum, his mind was highly agitated at once by 
fear and fhame. Finding no»fupport in him, the 
revenue farmers, for the purpofe of obllru^ng the 
bufinefs, rulhed, in a compad body, into the fpace 
which had been cleared by the withdrawing of fome, 
wrangling at the fame time with the remaining people 
and with the tribunes. The difpute now feemed 
likely to proceed to violence, when the conful Ful- 
vius faid to the tribunes, Do you not fee that your 
** authority is annihilated, and that an infurredion 
^ will probably be the confequence, unlefs you 
^ quickly difmiis the-aifembly of the commons?’* 

IV. The commons were accordingly difmitied ; and 
the confuls, having aifembled the fenate, required 
thar judgment concerning the interruption given to 
the anembly of the people, and the audacious vio- 
lence of the revenue burners, rcprefenting at the 
fame time, that ** Marcus Furius Camillus, whofe 

* 645.1. 16s. 8d. 

T 


** banifh- 
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BOOK banifliment \ra6 foHowed by the dowoiaU of the 
XXV ** city, had fubmitted to i fentoioe of condemna* 
‘ ‘ ** don, pafi^ on him by his angry countrymen. 

** That, before him, the decemvirs, trhofe laura 
* ** were the public rule of condud: to die prdent 
** day, and, afterwards, many of the moft diftin> 
'** guided perfonages in the ftate, had yielded 
** memfelves to the public judgment. But Pc£- 
** tumius, an obfcure individual of Pyrgi, had 
** wrefted from the Roman people their right 
of fuftrage; had diflolved an aifembly of the 
** common., annihilated the autbonty of the tri- 
** bunes, arrayed a band of men, and feined 
" on a poll, with defign to cut off ail com- 
** munication between the comments and their 
** tribunes, and to prevent the tiibes bdng called 
** to vote. That nothing had reftrained the people 
** from riot and bloodlhed, but the caimn^ and 
** moderation of the mag^ftrates, in giving way 
** for the time to the defperate audacioufneu of a 
** few, in Aiffering themfeives and the Roman people 
** to be overcome, and rather than an occafion Ihould 
** be given to thofe, who wiflied for a riot, diffolv* 
** ing, according, to the defendant’s defire, the af- 
** lembly, whofe proceedings he intended to hinder 
“ by force of arms.” Every man of chara&er re- 
probated fuch conduct as its heinournels deferved, 
and a decree of the fenate was paffed, declaring fuch 
violent outrage treafon againft the ftate, and of per- 
nicious example ; on which the Carvilii, plebeian tri- 
bunes, defiftmg from the profecution of the fine, 
immediately brought forward a capital accuiation 
s^inft Poftumius, and ordered, that unlefs he gave 
bail, he Ihould be taken into cuftody by the beadle, 
and carried to prifon. Poftumius, after giving bail, 
did not appear. The tribunes then propofed to the 
commons, and the commons paffed this order, that 
if Marcus Poftumius did not appear before the 
** calends of May, and, being fummoned onvthat 

5 “ 
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* day, did not anfwer to the charge, or fhew fuffi- BOOK 
** dent caufe for his non-aj^earance, he fliould be KXV. , 
** adjudged an exile, his goods Ihould be eonfifcated, 

** and himfelf interdided from fire and water B,’c.*aiai ‘ 
They thoi proceeded to profecute on capital charges, 
and compelled to ^e bail, each of thofe who had 
fomented the tumult and diforder. At firlt, they 
threw into prifon fuch as could not find fecurity, and 
afterwards, even fuch as could ; to avoid the danger 
of which treatment, moft jof thofe concerned went 
into exile. Such were the confequences of the fraud 
of the revenue farmers, and of their daring attempt 
to fcreen themfelves from punifhment. 

V. An afiembly was then held for the election of 
a chief pontiff, at which Marcus Cornelius Cethegus, 
the new pontiff, prefixed. Three candidates main- 
tuned a very obftinate conteft, Quintus Fulvius 
Flaccus, now a third time conful, who had formerly 
ferved the office of cenfor ; Titus Manlius Tor- 
quatos, diftinguiilied likewife by two confullhips 
-and the cenforihip ; and Publius Licinius Craffus, 
who was alfo to Iblicit for the office of curule 
sdile. The latter, young as he was, gamed a 
complete victory over his competitors in this dif- 
pute, notwithfianding their advantages in refpeft 
of years, and the honours with which they were 
decorated. Before him there had not occurred, in 
the courfe of an hundred and twenty years, an in- 
ftance of any perfon who had not fat in a curule 
chair, being created chief pontiff, excepting Publius 
Cornelius Caluffa. Although the confuls found it 
very difficult to compile the levies of young men 

* There was no law which authorifed the fentencin;;; a Rooutn 
eitisen, diredly, to banifluaent : but by the interdtHion above- 
mentioned, the criminal was deprived of every nght of a citizen ; 
and, It being declared unlawful to fupply him with any neceflary, 
be was compelled to go into exile. 

# T 2 foi 
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B O O K for ihc purpofes of filling up vacancies in the oI 3 
XXV. legions and raifing new ones for the city, yet the 
fenate forbade them to ceafe their endeavours, and 
B.C.2f2i ordered two fets of triumvirs to be appointed, one 
of which within, and the other beyond, the diftance 
of fifty miles, Ihould infpe£i: into the number of 
free-born men in all the market-towns and villages, 
and enlifi fuch for foldiers as had firength enough to 
carry arms, though they Ihould not yet have attained 
the regular age for fervice ; and that " the plebeian 
tribunes would be pleafed to propofe to the peo* 
** pie the pafiing of an order. That all perfons under 
“ the age of feventeen years, who ihould take the 
** military oath, ihquld be allowed thdr years of 
** fervice, in like manner as if th^ had been of 
** the age of feventeen, or , older, when enlifted.** 
In purfuance of this decree of the £mate, two fets 
of triumvirs were appointed, who enlifted free-bom 
youths in every part of the country. 


VI. At this time a letter was read in the fenate, 
written from Sicily by Marcus Marcellus, relative to a 
requeil; of the troops ferving under Publius Lentulus. 
This army confiiled of thofe who had been in the 
battle of Cannae ; they had been fent abroad into Sicily, 
as mentioned before, under a rule, that they Ihould 
not be brought home to Italy before the conclufion of 
the Carthaginian war. With the permilfion of Lentu- 
lus, they fent the moft refpedable among the horfe- 
tnen and centurions, and a chofen number of the 
legionary infimtry as deputies to Marcus Marcellus, 
to his winter-quarters; and, when they were admitted 
to an audience, one of them addrefied him in diis 
manner: ** Marcus Marcellus, we would have carried 
« our remonftrances into Italv to you, while you 
** were conful, immetfiately after the paifing of that 
** fevere, if we may not call it unjuft, decree of the 
** fenate concemmg us, had we not attertained the 
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hope, that bcmg fent into a province full of dif* BOOK 
turbance, in confequence of the death of their 
kings, to maintain a war d difficulty againft the 
united forces of the Italians and Cartha^ians, b.’c* 
we might, by our wounds and blood, have made 
latkffiraon to the anger of the fenate, as, in the 
memory of our fathers, our countrymen, taken 
by l^nrrhus at Heraclea, made atonement by 
their tertians in arms againll the fame Pyrrhus. 

Yetj Confcript Fathers, for what demerit on our 
part did you then conceive, or do you now re- 
tun, difpleafure agamft us ? Addreifing^ou, Mar- 
cus Marcellus, 1 confider myfelf as addreffing both 
the confuls and the whole fenate ; for had you been 
our conful at Cannae, both'our affairs and thofe 
of the public would have been in a happier Itate. 

Suffer me then, I befeech you, before 1 complain 
of the hardlhip of our fituatbn, to clear ourfelves 
^f the guilt which is laid to our charge. If the 
caufe of our ruin at Cannae was not toe wrath of 
the gods, nor the decree of fate, under whofe 
laws the immutable feries of human events is 


« carried on in a regular chain, but mifconduft: in 
** fome, to whom, 1 pray you, is that mifcondu£t to 
be imputed? To the foldiers, or to the com- 
** manders ? As a foldier, I ihall certainly never fay 
** any thing of my commander, efpecially (ince I 
** know that thanks have been given him by the 
fenate, for not having defpaired of the common- 
** wealth, and that, lince his flight from Cannae, he 
** has been continued in command through every 
** fucceeding year. We have heard, moreover, 
** that others who laved thdr lives on that melan* 


“ choly occalion, and who were Aen our military tn- 
** bunes, fue for, and adminifter offices of hcmour. 


« and hold the command of provinces : Is it. Con- 
** fotlpt Fathers, that you eaiily grant pardon to 
yourfelves, and to your o&pring, while you in- 
%esorabW pour vengeance on our worthlefs heads ? 

T 3 « Was 
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BOOK ** Was it no difgrace for a conful, and ‘*bther chiefs 
XXV. « of the ftate, to fly, when no other hope was 
y “ left; and did you fend your foldiers into the 
b!c.* 2I2.' ** field, under a particular obligation to die there ? 
** At the Allia, almoft the whole army fled; at 
** the Caudine Forks, the troops, without even at* 
** tempting oppofition, furrendered to the enemy; 

** not to mention other and ihameful defeats. 

Neverthelefs, fo far were thefe ariflies from 
“ having any mark of ignominy contrived for 
** them, ^that the city of Rome was recovered 
** by means of thofe very troops who had fled 
“ from the Allia to Vdi ; and the Caudine legions, . 
who had returned without arms to Rome, being 
' ** fent back armed into Samnium, fcnt under the 
** yoke that very enemy who had fo lately ex- 
ulted in their difgrace. But can any ohe make a 
“ charge of cowardice, or running away, on the 
** troops who fought in the battle of Cannse, in 
** which more than fifty thoufand men fell ; from 
“ which the conful made his efcape wth only fe-* 
venty horfemen ; and from which no one brought 
*« away his life, who does not owe it to the enemy's 
being fatigued with killing ? At the time when 
** the propofal of ranfoming the prifoners was re> 

“ jefted, people, in general, beftowed praifes on 
** us, for having referved ourfelves for the ufe of 
“ the commonwealth, for having gone back to the 
** conful to Venufia, and formed an appearance of 
** a regular army. Now we are in a worfe condi- 
** tion than were thofe taken by an enemy m the time 
** of our fathers : for, in their cafe, there was only 
** an alteration made in their arms, in their ftation 
** in the army, and in t^e place where they were to 
** pitch their tents in camp; all which, however, 

“ they reverfed, at once, by a llrenuous exertion 
" in the fervice of the public, by one fucceftfiil 
" battle. None of them were fent into banifliment ; 

** not one was precluded from the hope of fervihg 

•* out 
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** out hk legal term, and gainmg a difchai^e; in BOOK 
“ -ihort, they were brought lime to face with an XXV. 
** enemy, in fighting whom they might at once put 
“ an Old either to their Kfe or th«r diflionour* bIc.Ii^ 
“ We, to whom nothing can be imputed, except 
" that our conduft was the caufe that any <me 
“ Roman foldier funrhred the battle of Cannas, are 
** driven away to a diftance, not only from our na> 

** tive country, and from Italy, bnt even from an 
" enemy, to a place where we may grow old in 
“ exile, Ihut out from all hope, all opportunity of 
“ obliterating our difgrace, or of appuifing the 
** wrath of our countrymen, or, in fine, of dying 
** with honour. However, we fe^ not either an 
end of our ignominy, or the rewards of valour ; 

« we defire only permiffion to give a pi^oof of our 
** fpirit, and to exercife our courage ; we feek la- 
** hour and danger, that we may difcharge the 
** duties of men, and of foldiers. This is now the 
^ fecond year, during which war is maintained in 
“ Sicily with great vigour on both fides ; the Car- 
thaginians conquer fome cities, the Romans 
“ others j armies of infimtry^ and of cavalry, en« 

** gage in battle ; the operations are carried on at 
** %racufe by land and by fea ; we plainly hear the 
fhouts of the combatants, and the din of their 
** arms, while we lie ina^ve and torpid, as if we 
** h^d nrither hands nor armour. With legions . 

** compofed of flaves, the eonful Tiberius Sempronius 
** fought many pitched battles: they enjoy the fruits 
of tndr labour, freedom, and the rights of citizens. 

** Let us be confidered at leaft as flaves, purchafed 
** for the purpole of the prefent war. Let us be 
** allowed to face the enemy, and^to acquire free* 

** dom in battle. Do you choofe to try our courage 
" on fea, or on land j in the field, or in aflaultmg 
“ towns ? Our petition is for the moft arduous en* 

** terprifes, the gre^teft labour, and the utmofl; dan- 
, T 4 “ get: 
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ger : that what ought to have happened at Cannae, 
** may happen as foon as poffible, iince the whole 
“ remainder of our lives, £rom that day, has been 
** doomed to lhame.’* 

Vn. At the concluiion of this fpeech they prof* 
trated themfelves at Marcellus*s feet. Marcellus 
told them, that a bufmefs of that fort lay not within 
his authority, or his power ; that he would write to 
the fenate, and govern himfelf, in every particular, 
by the judgment of that body. His letter on the 
fubjed W&8 brought to the new confuls, and read by 
them in the fenate, when the matter being taken 
into confideration, a decree was palfed to this pur* 
pofe, that ** the fenate faw no reafon why the in- 
** terefts qf the commonwealth fhould be intruded 
to men who had deferted their iellow-foldiers in 
** battle at Cannae. That if Marcus Claudius, the 
“ proconful, was of a different opinion, he ihould 
“ adt as he might judge confiftent with the public 
good, and his own honour ^ provided that none of 
** rhofe peifons fhould be excufed from labour, or 
“ receive any military prefent in reward of courage, 
« or be brought home to Italy while the enemy had 
^ any fating there.” After this, in purfuance of 
a decree of the fenate, and an order of the people, 
an affembly of eledicn was held by the city praetor, 
in which were created five commilfioners for re* 
pairing the walls and towers, and two fets of trium* 
virs ; one, to fearch for the effe3s belonging to the 
temples, and regifter the offerings; the other, to 
repair the temples of Fortune, and Mother Matuta, 
within the Carmental gate, and likewife that of 
Hope, on the outfide of the gate, which had been 
confumed by fire the year before. There were 
dreadful ftorms at this time : on the Alban mount, 
a fhower of ftones lafted, without intermilfion, for 
two days ; many places were ftruck with lightning ; 

two 
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two buildings in the Capitol, the rampart of the BOOK 
camp above Suefiula, in many places, and two of XXV. 
the men on guard were killed. A wall and fome y 
towers at Cumae were not only ftruck, but demo* 
liihed by lightning. At Reate, a huge rock was 
feen to fly about, and the fun ; 4 )peared more red 
than ufual, and of a colour like blood. On account 
oi thefe prodigies there was a fupplication for one 
day, the confuls employing themfelves, for feveral 
others, in the performance of religious rites ; .at the 
fame time folemn worfliip was performed, during 
nine days. The revolt of the Tarentines, after 
having been long hoped for by Hannibal, and ap> 
prehe^ed by the Romans, happened to be accele. 
rated by a caufe which originated at a diftance : a 
Tarentkie, named Phileas, had been a bng time at 
Rome under the pretext of political bulinefs. Being 
a man of a refills difpolition, and conceiving that 
he was loling his a<ftive powers during his flay in 
that city, he contrived to gain accels to the hoftages 
from Tareutum, who were kept in the court of the 
Temple of Liberty, and guarded with the lefs care, 
becaufe it was not the intereft dther of themfelves or 
of their ftate to impofe upon the Romans. Haying, 
after frequent converfations, procured thdr concur- 
rence in his fcheme, and brib^ two of their keepers, 
he brought them' out of their confinement in the be- 
ginning of the night, and fled in company with 
them. As foon as day arrived, the news of thdr 
efcape fpread through the city, and a party, fent in 
purfuit of them, feized them all at Tarracina, and 
brought them back. They were led into the Comi- 
tium, and with the approbation of the people fcourged 
with rods, and thrown down from the rock. 

Vin. The cruelty of thb punifhment exafperated 
the inhabitants of the two moft confiderable Gre- 
dan odes in Italy, both as communides, and as in- 
. dividuals 
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BOOK dividuals conneded in xelation, or fiiead&ip, witb 
XXV. the perfons thus put to death. A conffuracy 
was formed in confequence, by about thirteen ^ 
b!c sia! young nobility at Tarentum, at the head of 
whom were Nico and Philemenus. Judging it ne* 
cc£[ary, before they took any ilep, to con^ mth 
Hannibal, they went out of the city by pigbt, un- 
der pretence of hunting, and repaired to the place 
where he lay. When they came within a fmall dif- 
tance of his camp, the reft concealed themfelvea 
in a wood near the road, while Nico and Fhileme- 
nus, proceeding to the advanced guard, were taken 
mto cuftody, and, at their own requeft, conduced 
into the prefence cf Hannibal. When they bid 
laid before him the reafons for their undertakinga 
and what they intended to perform, they receiv^ 
high commoidations, and a profufion of promifes; 
and were defired, in order to make their country- 
men believe that they came out of the city in fearch 
of plunder, to drive home before them fome cattle 
belonging to the Carthaginians, which had been 
turned into pafture; at the lame time, aflturance 
was given them, that they might do it wkh lafety, 
and without a difpute. Such a booty acquired by 
the young men was much noticed, and people 
wondered the lefs at their frequently repeadng 
the fame kind of enterprife. At another meet- 
ing with Hannibal, a covenant was folenmly rati- 
fied, that the Tarentines Ihould, together with free- 
dom, letain their own laws, and all their rights | 
that they Ihould neither pay any kind of tribute to 
the Carthaginians, nor, without their own confatt, 
receiTe a garrifon from them ; but that the prefent 
garrifons, when overpowered, Ihould be put into 
the hands of the Carthaginians. After the terms 


were thus fettled, Philemenus continued his prac- 
tice of going out, and returning into the dty, iiy 
night, wkh ^ greater frequency, attended by dnge 

and 
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and other requifites for hunting, of which he was BOOK 
remarkably fond ; then, brining home fomething, _ XXV. ^ 
which he either took himfelf in the chace, or 
carried oflF from the oiemy, who laid it purpofely b!c. 
in his way, he generally prefented it to the com- 
mander, or to the watchmen at the gates, who 
fappofed that he chofe to pafs particularly by night, 
through fear of furprize. When this prance had 
now become fo cuftomary, that, at whatever time 
of night he gave the lignal by a whiftle, the gate 
would be opened, Hannibal thought it was time 
to put their defign into execution. He lay at 
the diftance of three days* journey, and, in order 
that his keeping his camp fixed in one and the fame 
fpot, for fuch a length of time, might create the lels 
wonder, feigned himfelf fick. Even the Romans 
in garrifon at Tarentum had now ceafed to look 
with fufpicion on his remaining fo long inadtive. 

IX. But when he determined to go on to Ta- 
rentum, choofing out of the infantry and cavalry 
ten thoufand men, who, in aflivity of body, and light- 
nefs of their armour, feemed bed qualified for ex- 
pedition, he began his march at the fourth watch of 
the night ; having fird detached about dghty Nu- 
midian horfemen, with orders to fcour the country 
on each fide of the road, examining every place 
carefully, led any of the people who might ob- 
ferve his approach from a didance ihould efcape: 
to bring .back fuel? as were before them on the 
way, and to kill all whom they met, in order 
that the neighbouring inhabitants might have 
reafon to fuppofe it a plundering party, rather 
than an army. Hannibal, after marching widi 
rapid fpeed, pitched his camp at the didance of 
about fifteen miles from Tarentum: nor did he, 
even there, difeover to the foldiers their dedina- 
'tion, only giving it in charge not to fiifier any 
tMe to turn afide, or quit the line; and, above 
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BOOK all, to keep their attention alert to recdve orderr^ 

. nothing without the command of thaut 

adding, that in due time he would let 

B.C. axa! know what he wiflied to be done. About 
the fame hour, a report had reached Tarentuoiy 
that a fmall number of Numidian horfemen were 
ravaging the lands, and had fpread terror among 
the inhabitants through a great part of the coun* 
.try: but the Roman commander paid no &rthef 
regard to this intelligence, than to order a party 
of cavalry to go out very early next morning, to 
Hop thefe depredations; and, fo iar was he from 
increafing his vigilance in othar refpefb, that, 
on the contrary, he confidered this inroad of the 
Numidians as a proof, that Hannibal and his army 
had not ftirred from their camp. Early in the nigh^ 
the Carthaginian put his troops in motion, and 
Philemenus, with his ufual burthen, taken in hunt* 
mg, ferved him as a guide, while the reft of 
the confpirators waited for the concerted ftgnals. 
It had been fettled among them, that Philemenus, 
bringing in his game through the gate where he 
was accuftomed to pals, fhould introduce fome men 
in arms, while Hannibal Ihould, on another fide, 
approach the gate called Temenis, which, being 
about the middle of the land fide, faced toward 
the eaft, and near which, within the walls, ftood 
fome tombs, where Nico waited his arrival. On 
approaching the place, Hannibal, according to 
agreement, raifed up a fire, and made it blaze^ 
The fame fignal was returned by Nico, and then 
the fires were extinguilhed on both fides. Hannt* 
bal led on his men in filence to the gate. Nico, 
falling fuddenly on the guards, who were &ft alleep, 
flew them in their beds, and threw the gate open. 
Hannibal then entered with his infimtry, but 4|r* 
dered the cavalry to halt without, in order that if 
occafion Ihould require, they might have open 
ground to a<ft in. At the lame time, Phileaieinu» 

on 
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Ob the othw fide, drew nigh the pofiem through BOOK 
which he had ufually pafled, and his fignal, which _ XXV. ^ 
had now become familiar, with his well known voice, y 
fiiying that he was hardly able to bear the weight ^, 0 , 21 ^ 
of a huge bealt he had killed, foon brought out a 
watchman, and the gate was opened. While two 
young men carried in a boar, he himfelf followed 
with a huntfman unincumbered, and while the watch* 
man, aftonifhed at the fize of the animal, turned 
incaudoufly to thofe who carried it, he ran him 
through with a hundng fpear. About thirty armed 
men then pufhed in, flew the reft of the watchmen, 
and broke opoi the next gate, through which a band 
of foldiers in array immediately burft in. Thefe 
were conduced thence, in filence, to the Porum, 
and there joined Hannibal. The Carthaginian now 
lent the Tarendnes of his party, with two thou- 
fioid Gauls, formed in three divifions, through the 
feveral parts of the city with orders to take pofTeflion 
of the moil frequented llreets, and, on a tumult 
arifing, to kill the Romans every where, and fpare 
the townfmen. But to render this pra^cable, he 
gave dire^on to the young Tarendnes, that when* 
ever they faw any of their countrymen at a diflance, 
they fhould bid them be quiet and filent, and fear 
nothing. 

X. Now all was tumult and uproar as ufual in a 
city newly taken, but how occafioned, no one 
knew with certainty. The Tarendnes fuppofed, 
that the Romans had rifen in arms to fack the 
city ; the Romans, that an infurre£lion, with fome 
treacherous intent, had taken place among the 
townfmen. The commander, bc^g roufed at the 
beginning of the diflurbance, fled away to the 
pert, and getdng into a boat was carried round to 
the dtadel. The conflemation was increafed by 
the found of a trumpet heard from the theatre : it 
was a Roman one, procured before hand by the 

confpirators 
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BOOK confpirators for this purpofe, and bdng unlkilfully 
XXV. blown by a Greek, it was impoffible to difcovnr 
who gave that fignal, or to whom it was givedi 
b!c. When day appeared, the ii^t of the Carthaginirin 
and Gallic arms removed all doubt firom the minds 
of the Romans ; and, on the other fide, the Gredks 
feeing thefe lie ilaughtered in every quarter, per* 
c^ved that the city was taken by Hannil^l. T^en 
the light became more clear, and the Romans, 
who fiirvived the carnage, had fled into the citadii, 
* the tumult began gradually to fubfide, then Han- 
nibal ordered the Tarentines to be called together 
without their arms. They all attended, fome few 
excepted, who had accompanied the Romans in thdr 
retreat into the citadel, refolved to (hare every for- 
tune with them. Here Hannibal addrefled the Ta- 
rentines in terms of much kindnefs ; reminded them 
of his behaviour to their countrymen, whom he had 
taken at the Trafimenus or Canns, inveighing, at 
the fame time, againft the overbearing tyranny of 
the Romans. He then ordered each to retire to his 
own houfe, and to write his name on the door ; be- 
caufe, on a fignal (hortly to be given, he would or- 
der every houfe, not fo infcribed, to be plundered ; 
adding, that if any (hould write his name on the ha- 
bitation of a citizen of Rome, (for the Romans 
lived in houfes of .their own,) he (hould be treated 
as an enemy. Tlfe all^mbly was then difmiiTed, 
and as foon as the doors were marked with in- 
fcriptions, fo as to diftinguilh the houfes of friends 
from thofe of enemies, the fignal was given, and 
the troops fpread themfelvcs through all parts of 
the town to plunder the quarters of the Romans, in 
which a confiderable booty was found. - 

XL On the following day, he led on his forces 
to attack the citadel ; but found, that on the fide 
towards the fea, which flows almofi round it, form- 
ing it into a peninfula, it was defended by very high 

rocks, 
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cocks, and, on the fide toMcrards the town, bj a B^OK 
iCall, and a very large ditch ; and that confequently ^ ^ 

k was impregnable, either in the way of afiault, or 
by r^lar approaches. Not choofing either to be b!c. 21a. 
detained from more important bufinefs, by taking 
on himfelf the care of defending the Tarentinea, or 
in cafe be left them without a firong garrifon, to 
put it in the power of the Romans to attack them 
from the dtadel whenever they pleafed, he deter> 
mined to cut off* the communication between the 
citadel and the city by a rampart. Befides, he en- • 
tertained fome hopes, that the Romans, attempting 
to hinder this, might be brought to an engage- 
ment, and that, Ihould they Tally forth with more than 
ordinary eagemefs, great numbers of them might 
be cut off, and the ftrength of the garrifon thereby 
reduced to fuch a degree, that the Tarentines 
could alone defend the city againfi them. As foon 
as the work was begun, the garrifon, fuddenly throw- 
ing open one of the gates, made an attack on the 
workmen. The guard there ftationed fuffered them- 
felves to be beaten off, in order that the others 
might grow bolder on fuccefs, and that great 
numbers of them might join the purfuii, and ad- 
vance to a greater difiance. This they did : when on 
a fignal given, the Carthaginians, whom Hannibal 
had kept in readinefs for this purpofe, ruihed forward 
on all fides. The Romans were unable to withftand 
thdr onfet ; while the narrownefs of the ground, and 
the difficulties cahfed by the part of the work 
already begun, and the implements collected for car- 
rying it on, obftru^ed their hafty flight, fo that mofi 
of them tumbled headlong into the ditch, and more 
lives were thus loft than in the battle. The work 
was then parried on without any farther obfiru 6 Hon. 

A dkch of vafi dimenfions was dug, and on the 
inner fide of that a rampart thrown up. It was re- 
folved likewife to add at a fmall difiance behind, 
and in the fame diredion, a wall,ib that even with- 
out 
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BOOK out a garrifon the townfmen might be able to fe> ' 
XXV. cure themfelves againft any attack of the Romans. 
Hannibal, however, left a company to ferve as 
B.c.m. ^ completing 

the wall ; and then, marching out with the rm 
of his forces, he encamped at the river Galefus, 
about five miles diftant from the city. From this 
poll: he returned to infpe£t the work, and finding 
that it had advanced much more brilkly than he 
had expeded, concaved hopes of being able even 
to make himfelf mafter of the citadel, which is not 
fecured, like other fortreffes of the kind, by hdght 
of fituadon, but built on level ground, and 
divided from the city only by a wall and a trench. 
The approaches were now pufhed forward with every 
kind of machinery, when a remforcement, fent 
from Metapontum, infpired the Romans ^th cou* 
rage to affail the works of the enemy, by furprife, in 
the night. Some of them they levelled, others 
they deftroyed by fire, and this put an end to 
Hannibal’s attacks on the citadel in that quarter. 
His only profpe£t of fuccefs was now in a 
blockade, and that not very flattering, becaufe the 
citadel, being feated on a peninfula, commanded 
the entrance of the harbour, and had the fea open ; 
while the city was of courfe debarred from the 
importadon of provifions, and the beflegers were 
in more danger of want, than the belieged. Han> 
nibal, calling together the chiefs of the Taren- 
tines, enumerated all the prefect difficuldes, and 
added, that “ he could neither fee any way of ftorm- 
“ ing fo ftrong a fortrefe, nor place any hope in a 
' ** blockade, as long as the enemy bad the com- 
** mand of the fea. But if he were poflefled'^Of 
** fhips, by means of which he could prevent the 
introduftion of fupplies, the gari^n would 
« fpeedily either abandon the place, or furrender.** 
In this the Tarendnes agreed with him, but th^ 
were of opinion, that he who ofiered the counfa 

« ought 
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** ought Ukewife to oflfer aid to put it in execution ; B O O K 
“ if the Carthaginian fhips were called over XXV. ^ 
“ from Sicily, they would be able to efFeft the Y.R.y^jo. 
** purpofe; as to thdr own, which were Ihut up B.C.ai*. 
** in a narrow creek, how could they, while the 
“ oiemy commanded the harbour’s mouth, ever 
“ make their way into the open fea “ They 
“ lhall make their way,” faid Hannibal : “ many 
** things, difficult in their nature, are made eafy by 
** good management. Your city lies in a plain; 

** very wide and level roads ftretch out to every 
fide ; by that which runs acrofs the middle of 
** the city, from the harbour to the fea, I will, with- 
** out much labour, carry over your fhips on wag- 
“ gons. The fea, now in poffelfion of the foe, will 
“ then be ours ; we will invelt the citadel on that 
“ fide, and on this by land ; or rather, we will 
** fhortly take poffelfion of it, for the garrifon 
** will either abandon it, or furrender themfelves 
“ with it.” This difcourfe excited not only hopes 
of the defigii being accomplifhed, but the highefl 
admiration of the general’s fkill. Immediately wag* 
gons were colle&ed from all parts, and faftened to- 
gether ; machines were applied to haul up the fhips, 
and the road was repaired, in order that the vehicles 
might meet the lefs obftrudrion in palling. Beafis 
for drawing, with a number of men, were then 
procured ; the work was commenced with brifknefs, 
ib that, in a few days, the fleet, equipped and 
manned, failed round the citadel, and call anchor 
juft before the mouth of the Wbour. In this 
^ftate Hannibal left affairs at Tarentum, and returned 
to his winter-quarters. Whether the defedion of the 
Tarentines took place in this, or the preceding year, 
authors are not agreed: the greater number, and 
thofe who* lived neareft to the time of thefe tranf- 
a^oits, reprefent it as having happened as here 
ftated. 
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XII. At Rome, the Latine feftival detained the 
confuls and praetors until the fifth of the calends of 
May : on that day, having completed the folemni* 
ties on the mount, they fet out for their refpe^ive 
provinces. A new perplexity, refpeding relig^us 
matters, afterwards occurred, arifin^ from the di- 
vinations of Marcius. This Marcius had been a 
celebrated foothfayer, and when, in the preceding 
year, an inquiry after fuch books as regarded them 
wastmade, according to the decree of thefenate, his 
had come into the hands of Marcus Atilius, the city 
praetor, who was employed in that bufinefs, and he 
had handed them over to the new praetor Sulla. Of 
two predictions of this Marcius, one, on account of 
its verity, for it was actually fulfilled, procured credit 
to the other, the time of whofe completion had not 
yet arrived. In the former of thefe, the defeat at 
Cannte was foretold, nearly in thefe words : “ Ro- 
“ man of Trojan race, fly the river Cannae, left fo- 
“ reigners compel thee to fight in the plain of Dio- 
“ raede. But thou wilt not believe me until thou 
“ filleft the plain with blood, and the river carry 
many of thy thoufands llain from the fruitful land 
into the great fea. To fifhes, and Inrds, and beafts 
“ of prey inhabiting the earth, to thefe, thy flefh 
“ be food. For fo has Jupiter faid to me.” Thofe 
who had lerved in the army in thofe parts recolleCfed 
the plains of the Argive Diomede and the riv^ 
Canna, as well as the defeat itfelf. The other pro- 
phecy was then read : it was more obfeure ; and the 
expreffion more perplexed ; Romans, if you 
“ wifli to expel the enemy, and the ulcer which 
“ has come from afar, 1 dired, that games be 
vowed to Apollo, and that they be performed 
“ in honour of that deity, every year, with cheer* 
“ fuhiefs. When the people fhall have granted a 
“ particular fum out of the public fund, let pri- 
“ vate perfons contribute, each according to his 
* 1 1 “ ability. 
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“ ability. At the performance of thefe games, BOOK 
** that praetor will prefide who lhall hold the fu? KXV’. 

preme adminiftration of juftice in refpe& to the 
“ people and commons. Let the decemvirs facri- b.C.2i»! 
fice vidtims after the Grecian mode. If you do 
thefe things properly you ihall ever rejoice, and 
your Aide will improve ; for Apollo will eztir« 

“ pate your foes who quietly feed on your plains.** 

They took one day to explain this prophecy, and 
on the following, a decree of the fenate was pafled, 
that the decemvirs Ihould examine the books con> 
ceming the performance of games and facrifices to 
Apollo. When the examination was made, and 
the refult reported to the fenate, they voted, that ^ 

** games Ihould be vowed to Apollo, and that when 
thefe Ihould be finilhed, ten thoufand afes in 
“ weight* fhould be given to the praetor to defray 
the expences of the public worlhip, and alfo two 
“ viftims of the larger fort.** By another decree 
they ordered, that “ the decemvirs ihould facrifice 
“ according to the Grecian rites, and with the fol- 
lowing victims : to Apollo, with a gilded fteer ; 

** to Diana, witK two white gilded goats ; and to 
“ Latona, with a gilded heifer,** The prstor, 
when about to exhibit the games in the great circus, 
publiihed a proclamation, that the people ihould, 
during thofe games, pay in their contributions, pro* 
portioned to their ability, for the fervice of Apollo. 

This was the origin of the Apollinarian game^ 
which were vowed and performed for the attaining 
of fuccefs, and not of health, as is generally fup> 
pofed. At the exhibition of the ^ames all wore 
garlands, the matrons made fupplications, and people 
in general feafted in the courts of their houfes, with 
their doors open ; and the day was folemnized with 
every kind of religious ceremony. 

jtl. 58. lod. 

u 2 


XIII. While 



39d THE HISTORY 

BOOK Xin. While Hannibal was in the ndghbour* 
XXV. hood of Tarentum, both the confuls continued 
^ in Samnium, Ihewing every appearance of an in- 
B.'c.*3ia. ^ration to beliege Capua. The inhabitants of that 
city began already to feel a calamity, ufually at- 
tendant on long lieges, a famine, the confequence of 
their having been hindered by the Roman armies from 
tilling their lands. They therefore fent deputies to 
Hannibal, intreating that, before the confuls Ihould 
march the legions into their country, and all the 
roads Ihould be occupied by their parties, he would 
order com to be conveyed into Capua from the 
neighbouring places. On this, ftannibal immediately 
commanded Hanno to march away with his army 
from Bruttium into Campania, and to take care that 
the Capuans Ihould be well fupplied with com. 
Hanno, on leaving Bruttium, was careful to avoid 
the camps of the enemy, and the confuls who were 
in Samnium ; and coming near Beneventum, en- 
camped on an elevated fpot, three miles from that 
town. From thence he ilfued orders that the 
com colleded in the fummer Ihould be brought in 
from the Hates of that country, who were of his 
party, to his camp, and appointed troops to efcort 
the convoys. He then fent an exprefs to the 
Capuans, ^ng a day on which they Ihould at- 
tend, to receive the corn, with the carriages of 
all l^ds, and beads of burthen, which they could 
colled. This bulinefs the Campanians conduded 
with thdr ufual carelefihefs and indolence; little 
more than forty carriages were fent, -and with 
them a few beafts of burthen : for which they 
were lliarply rebuked by Hanno, who obferved, 
that even hunger, which kindled a fpirit in dumb 
beads, could not dimulate thofe people to adive 
diligence; however, he appointed another day, 
when they were to come for the com with more 
fufficient means of conveyance. The people of 

Beneventum 
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Beneventum being informed of every particular of BOOK 
thefe tranfadions, inftantly difpatched ten deputies XXV. 
to the confuls encamped near Bovianum, who, 
as foon as they heard what was going on at 
Capua, agreed between themfelves, that one of 
them (hould lead his army into Campania ; and, ac- 
cordingly Fulvius, to whofe lot that province had 
fallen, fetting^out by night, marched into the towh 
of Benevend^. Here, the diftance being ihort, 
he quickly learned, that Hanno had gone out with 
a divifion of his army to forage; mat the bufi- 
nefs of delivering thecorn to the Capuans was ma- 
naged by a quxlmr p that two thoufand carts had 
arrived, attended by a diforderly unarmed rabble ; 
that every thing was done with hurry and confofion, 
and that the regularity of a camp, and military fub- 
ordination were entirely banilhed by the intermix- 
ture of fuch a number of peafants. This intelli- 
gence bdng fuflidently authenticated, the conful 
iflued orders that the foldiers ihould get in readinefs, 
againll the next night, their ilandards and arms, as 
he intended to attack the Carthaginian camp. Leav- 
ing all their knapfacks and baggage at Beneven- 
tum, they began their march at the fourth watch ; 
and arriving, a little before day, at the camp, 
ftruck fuch terror there, that if it had flood on 
level ground, they might undoubtedly have taken 
it at the firfl affault : it was proteded by the height 
of its iituation, and its fortifications, which could not 
be approached on any fide, except by a deep and 
difficult afcent. 

XIV. At the dawn of day a furious battle com- 
menced : the Carthaginians not only maintained their 
rampart, but, having tne advantage of the ground, 
tumbled down the enemy as they climbed up the 
fteeps ; neverthelefs, the obflinate courage of the 
latter overcame all obftacles, and they made their 

u 3 way 
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BOOK way in feveral paits at once up to the rampart and 
. . trenches, but at the expence of many wounds, and 

Y r'wo^ a great lois of men. The conful, therefore, call- 
together the military tribunes, told them, that 
** this iijconfiderate attempt mud: be given up, 
and that he judged it the fafer courfe to carry 
** back the army, immediately, to Beneventum, 
** and then, on the day following, to pitch his 
** camp fo clofe to that of the enemy, as to put 
** it out of the power, either of the Campanians to 
** go out, or of Hanno to return into it; and 
** that, in order 'to effefl: this J^ith the greater eafe, 
** he fhould fend for his cofl^gue, and the army 
** under his command ; and that they Ihould di> 
“ reft thdr whole force to that point.” This 
plan of the general was difconcerted, after the retreat 
began to found, by the fhouts of the foldiers, ex* 
preifing their fborn of fuch pufillanimous orders. 
Clofe to one of the enemy’s gates ^s a Pelignian co- 
hort, whofe commander, Vibius Accuseus, fnatched 
the ftandard, and threw it over the rampart ; uttering 
imprecations on himfelf and the cohort, if they left . 
their enfign in the hands of the enemy. He then 
rulhed forwards, acrofs the ditch and rampart, into 
the camp. The Pelignians now fought within the 
rampart, when Valerius Flaccus, a military tribune 
of the third legion, began upbraiding the Romans 
with daflardly behaviour, in yielding up to the allies 
the honour of taking the camp. On this, Titus Pe> 
dairius, firft centurion, and who commanded the hrll: 
century, fnatching the enfign from the ftandard-bearer, 
cried out, “ this ft indard too, arxd I your centurion, 
** will inftantly be within the rampart; let thofe fol> 
'** low who wim to fave the f. me from falling into the 
** eftemy’s hands.'' Then rroffing the ditch, he was 
followed, firft, by the men of Ins own century, and, 
aft( rwvtrds, by the whole legion. The conful now, 
feemg them mount tne rampart, altered his defign, 



OF ROME. 295 

and mftead of calling off the troops, exerted hirafelf BOOK 
to incite and animate them ; reprefenting the immi- XXV. ^ 
nent hazard and danger to which that very gallant y 
cohort of their allies, and a legion of their own 
countrymen, were expofed. On which they, one 
and all, with the utmoil ardour, regardlefs whether 
the ground was eafy or difficult, puffied onwards 
through every obllacle ; and, in Tphe of the fhowers 
of weapons, which fell on every fide, and of all the 
oppofition which the enemy with their arms and 
bodies could ^ve them, forced their way in. Many 
even of the wounded, and of thofe whofe blood and 
strength began to AM them, Itruggled forward, that 
they might tall in the camp of the enemy. It was 
entered therefore in as ffiort a fpace as if it had fiood 
in a plain, and had no fortification to protect it. Both 
armies being now fliut up together within the ram* 
part, the fequel was a carnage, not a fight ; upwards 
of fix thoufand ♦f the enemy were flain, and above 
feven thoufand taken, together with the Campa* 
mans who came for the com, and all their train of 
waggons and beafts of burthen. There was alfo 
great abundance of other booty, which Hanno and 
his plunderers had colledled out of the lands of the 
ftates in alliance with the Roman people. After 
demolifhing the enemy’s camp, the army returned 
to Beneventum, and there the confuls (for Appius 
Claudius came thither in a few days after), divided 
and fold the fpoil. Thofe who were chiefly inftru* 
mental in this affair, particularly Accuseus the Pe- 
lignian, and Titus Pedanius firu centurion of the 
third legion, received honorary prefents. Hanno, 
who was then at Carainium, in the terriiory of 
Cseres, on bang informed of the lofs of his camp, 
returned with the fmall party of foragers which he 
had with him, into Bruttium, in a manner more like 
a flight than a march. 
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BOOK XV. The Campanians, when informed of the. 

XXV. difailer which had &llen on them and thdr allies, 
difpatched deputies to Hannibal, to acquaint him, 
B.C. lia! ** confuls were at j^nerentum, within 

** one day’s march of Capua; fo that the war 
might almoll be faid to^be clofe to their gates 
** and walls. That unlefs he afforded them fpeedy 
** fuccour, Capua would fall into the enemy’s power 
** in a (horter time than Arpi had done. That 
even Tarentum, taken in its whole extent, not to 
** fpeak of its citadel, ought not to be deemed of 
** fuch confequence, as to induce him to negled 
“ the defence of Capua, (a city which he ufed to 
compare to Carthage,) and to throw it into the 
“ hands of the Roman people.” Hannibal pro- 
mifed to pay due attention to the affairs of the 
Campanians ; and, for the prefent, fent with their 
deputies a body of two thouland horfemen, to affift 
them in proteding their lands frq|pi depredations. 
Meanwhile, the Romans, among the variety of their 
other concerns, were not difregardful of the citadel 
of Tarentum, and the garrifou befieged in it. By 
direction of the fenate, Caius Servilius, lieutenant>ge* 
neral, was fent by Publius pornelius, praetor, into Etru- 
ria, to purchafe corn ; with which having loaded fe- 
veral veffels, he pafled through the guardlhips of the 
enemy, and arrived in the port of Tarentum. His 
coming produced fuch a change in their difpofition, 
that they who, a little before, when their hopes of re- 
lief were fraall, had fiequently, in conferences, been 
folicited by the Carthaginian to defert the Roman 
caufe, began now to folicii him to come over to them. 
The garrifon was abundantly ftrong, for the troops 
il^tioned at Metapontum had been brought hither 
for the defence of the citadel. The Metapontines 
being hereby freed from the reftraint under which 
they had been held, inftantly revolted to Hannibal ; 
as did the Thuriai^, on the fame coaft, induced, 

not 
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not only by the example of the Tarentines and Me* BOOK 
tapontines, with whom they were connected by con- XXV. 
fanguinity, bang originally defcended. from natives ' 

of the fame country of Achaia, but *principally by ^ 
rdentment againft the Romans, for the late execu- 
tion of the hoftages. The friends and relations of 
thefe fent letters and meifages to Hanno and Mago, 
who were at no great diftance in Brutdum, that 
if they brought their army near the walls, they • 
would deliver the city into their hands. There was 
a finall garrifon at Thurium oommanded by Marcus 
Atinius, and they fuppofed that he might be eafily 
tempted to engage ralhly in a battle ; not from any 
confidence in his own troops, (for they were very 
few,) but from relying on the fupport of the young 
men of the place, whom he had purpofely formed into 
companies and armed, that he might have them 
ready to aid him in exigencies of the kind. The 
Carthaginian CQ|||unanders, dividing their forces, en- 
tered the territory of Thurium ; and then Hanno, at 
the head of the infantry, in hoflile array, advanced 
towards the city ; while Mago, with the cavalry, 
halted under the cover of feme hills, which flood 


conveniently for concealing the flratagem. Ati- 
nius learning nothing from his fcouts but the 
march of the infantry, and ignorant both of the 
treachery within the city, and of the enemy’s am- 
bufh, led out his forces to battle. The infantry 
engaged whhout any degree of vigour, the only 
exertions being made by the few Romans in front, 
the Thurians rather waiting for the ilTue, than 
taking any part in the adion, while the Carthaginian 
line retreated on purpofe to draw the incautious 
enemy to the back of the hill, where their hoefe 
was polled. No fooner did they arrive here, than 
the cavalry, rulhing on with loud fhouts, inflantly 
put to flight the crowd of Thurians, who were al- 
mofl ignorant of difeipline, and not very faithfully 
attached to the party on whofe fide they appeared. 

The 
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BOOK Romans, notwithftanding their being furround* 
XKV. ed, and hard prefled, by the infantry on one fide, 
‘ and the cavalry on the other, maintained the fight 

B C. iia * confidcrSbIe time ; at laft, they alfo turned 
their backs, and fled towards the city. Here the 
confpirators were colle£ted together in a body, and 
received with open gates the multitude of their 
countrymen ; but when they faw the routed Ro- 
mans making towards them, they cried out, that 
the Carthaginians were clofe at hand, and if the 
gates were not fpeedily clofed, the enemy, and 
all together, would pour in. In this manner they 
ihut out the Romans, and left them to perifh by 
the fword. Adnius, however, with a few others, 
gained admittance. A difpute now arofe, and lafted 
for fome time, one party maintained that they 
ought to defend the city, another, that they 
ought to yield to fortune, and furrender it to the 
conquerors. But, as is too ofteH^the cafe, bad 
counfels prevailed. They conveyed Atinius, with 
a few attendants, to the (hips near the fhore, 
which they did out of perfonai regard to himfelf, 
and on account of the juftice and mildnefs of his 
condu6t in command, rather than out of good- 
will to the Romans, and then opened their gates 
to the Carthaginians. The confuls led theif legions 
from Beneventum into the territory of Campania, 
with the intention not only of deftroying the com, 
which was now in the blade, but of laying fiege 
to Capua; hoping to fignalize their confulate by 
the deftru£tion of fo opulent a city, and, at the fame 
time, to free their government from the great lhatne 
offuflering a revolt fo near home to pafs unpuniihed 
during the fpace of three years. But, that Bene- 
ventum fhould not be without a garrifon, and that, 
in cafe of hidden emergencies, if Hannibal fhould 
come to ( apua to fuccour his allies, as they had no 
doubt but he would, there might be a body of ca- 
valry to oppofe his, they ordered Tiberius Gracchus 

* to 
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to come from Lucania to Beneventum, with his horfe BOOK 
and light infantry, and to appoint fome ofEcer to XXV. 
command the legions in camp, in order to preferve 
peace in Lucania. 


XVI. While Gracchus was performing facrifices, 
preparatory to his departure from Lucania, a pro- 
digy of difaftrous import occurred: when a vic- 
tim was killed, two fnakes, creeping up from fome 
hiding-place to the entrails, eat the liver, and, after 
being feen by all prefent, fuddenly vaniflied. It is 
even faid, that when, by advice of the arufpices, 
the fame facrifice was repeated, and the pots con- 
taining the entrails were more carefully watched, the 
fnakes came a fecond, and a third time, and after 
eating the liver, went away unhurt. Though the 
diviners gave warning, that this portent concerned 
the general, and that he ought to be on his guard 
againft fecret Aemies, and plots, yet his impending 
fete could not be averted by any effort of prudence. 
There was a Lucanian, called Flavius, the head of 
that divifion of his countrymen who adhered to the 
Romans when the other went over to Hannibal; 
and he was, in that year, in the chief magiftracy, 
having been elefted praetor by his party. This 
man changing his mind on a fudden, and feeking 
fome means of ingratiating himfelf with the Car- 
thaginian, did not think it enough to draw his 
countrymen into a revolt, unlefs he ratified the 
league between him and the enemy with the head 
and blood of his commander, to whom he was alfo 
bound by ties of hofpitality, and whom, notwithftand- 
ing, he determined to betray. He held a private con- 
ference with Mago, who* commanded in Bruttium, 
and having recrived from him a frlemn promife, that 
if he would deliver the Roman general into the 
hands of the Carthaginians, the Lucanians lliould 
be received into friendfhip, and retain their own 

• laws 
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BOOK lavs and thdr liberty, he conduced the Carthaginian 
XXV. to a fpot, whither, he faid, he would bring Gracchus 
with a few attendants. He then defired Mago to arm 
sic. a T9. horfemen and footmen, andtotakepofleffion of 

that retired place, where a very large number might be 
concealed. After thoroughly examining the fame on 
all tides, they appointed a day for the execution of the 
plan. Flavius then went to the Roman general, and 
told him, that he had made fomc progrefs in an 
“ affair of great confequence, to the completion of 
** which the aihflance of Gracchus himfelf was ne- 
ceffary. That he had perfuaded all the praetors 
“ of thofe ftates in Lucania, who, during the general 
defeftion in Italy, had revolted to the Carthagi- 
nians, to return into friendfhip with the Romans, 
“ alleging that the power of Rome, which, by the 
** defeat at Cannae, had been brought to the brink 
“ of ruin, was every day improving and increating, 
while HannibaFs flrength was declining, and had 
“ funk almoft to nothing. That, with regard to 
“ their former tranfgreffion, the Romans would not 
** be implacable ; for never was there a nation more 
“ eafily appeafed, and more ready to grant pardon ; 
“ and alking, how often had their own anceftors 
“ received pardon of rebellion ? Thefe things,” he 
tiud, “ he had reprefented to them ; but that it 
“ would be more pleating to them to hear the fame 
“ from Gracchus himfelt; to be admitted into hiS* 
prefence, and to touch his right-hand, that they 
“ might carry with them that pledge of faith. He 
“ had fixed a place,” he faid, “ for the parties to 
meet, remote from obfervation, and at a fmall 
** diftance from the Roman camp ; there the bull- 
nels might be finiflied in a few words, and the 
** alliance and obedience of the whole nation of 
** Lucania fecured to the Romans.” Gracchus, not 
perceiving, either in this difeourfe, or in the propofi- 
tien itfelL any reafon to fufped perfidy, and being 

impofed 
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impofed on by the plaufibility of the tale, left the BOOK 
camp with his li£tors and one troop of horfe, and, XXV. 
following the guidance of his gueft, fell precipitately 
into the fiiare. The enemy at once rofe from thdr g'c. gi^ 
ambulh, and, what removed all doubt of treachery, 

Flavius joined himfelf to them. Weapons were 
now poured from all tides on Gracchus and his 
horfemen. He immediately leaped down from his 
horfe, ordered the reft to do the fame, and ex- 
horted them, ** as fortune had left them but one 
part to ad, to dignify that part by their bravery. 

** To a handful of men, furrounded by a multitude 
‘‘ in a valley hemmed in by woods and mountains, 

** what elfe was left than to die ? The only altema- 
tive they had was, either tamely waiting their 
** blows, to be maftacred, like cattle, without the 
“ pleafure of revenge, or with minds totally ab* 

** ftraded from the thoughts of pain or of what the 
** iflue might be, and aduated folely by refentment 
and rage, to exert every vigorous and daring 
effort, and to fall covered with the blood of thdr 
** expiring foes.’* He detired that ** all Ihould aim 
** at the Lucanian traitor, and deferter;” adding, 
that whoever Ihould fend that viflim before him 
to the infernal regions, would acquire diftingmlhed 
glory, and the greateft confolation for his own lofs 
“ of life.” While he fpoke thus, he wrapped his 
robe about his left arm, (for they had not even 
brought bucklers with them,) and then rufhed on the 
murderers. The fight was maintained with greater 
vigour than could have been expeded, contidering 
the fmallnefs of their number. The Romans, whofe 
bodies were uncovered and expofed, on all tides, to 
weapons thrown from the higher grounds into a 
deep valley, were moftly pierced through with jave- 
lins. Gracchus, being now left without fupport, 
the Carthaginians endeavoured to take him alive ; 
but, obferving his Lucanian gueft among them, he 

rulhed 
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BOOK ruflied with fuch fury into the thkkeft of the band) 
XXV. that they could not feize him without the lofs of 
many lives. Mago inunediately fent his body to 
Hannibal, defiling that it Ihould be laid, with the 
' &fces taken at the lame time, before the general’s 
tribunal. This is the true account of the matter : 
Gracchus was cut oiF in Lucania, near the place 
called the Old Plains. 

XVII. Some lay the fcene of this difidler in the 
territory of Beneventum, at the river Calor, where, 
they fay, he went from the camp to bathe, attended 
by his lidors and three fervants ; that he was (lain by 
a party of the enemy, who happened to be lurking 
in the oziers which grew on the bank, while he was 
naked and unarmed, attempting, however, to defend 
himfelf with the ftones brought down by the river. 
Others write, that, by dire&ion of the arufpices, he 
went out half a mile from the camp, that he might 
expiate the prodigies before>mentioned in a place 
free from defilement, and that he was furrounded 
by two troops of Numidians, who were lying in 
wait there. So far are writers from agreeing with 
regard either to the place or the manner of the 
death of. a man fo renowned and illuftrious. There 
are alfo various accounts of his funeral : fome fay 
that he was buried by his own men in the Roman 
camp; others, whofe account is more generally 
received, that a funeral pile was ereded for him 
by Hannibal, at the entrance of the Carthaginian 
camp, and that the troops under arms marched 
in procelfion round it, with the dances of the 
Spaniards, and the feveral motions of their arms 
and bodies peculiar to each nation ; while Hannibal 
himfelf joinM in folemnizing his obfequies with 
every mark of refped, both in the terms in which 
he fpoke of him, and in die manner of performing 
thelites* Such is the relation of thofe who Hate 

the 
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the as having happened in Lucania* If thofe BOOK 
are to be believed who affirm that he was lulled at KXV. 
the river Calor» the enemy kept pofleffion of Grac« 
chus's head only, which bdng brought to Hannibal, 
he immediately fent Carthalo to convey it into the 
Roman camp to Cneius Cornelius, the quaeftor; 
folemnizmg the funeral of the general in his camp, 
in the performance of which the Beneventans join^ 
with the foldiers. 

XVIII. The confuls, having entered the Cam- 
panian territories, fpread devaftation on all fides, 
but were foon alarmed by the townfmen, in conjunc- 
tion with Mago and his cavalry, marching haltily 
out againlt them. They called in the troops to 
their ftandards, from the feveral parts where they 
were difperfed ; but, before they had completed the 
forming of their line of battle, they were put to 
the rout, and loft above fifteen hundred men. On 
this fuccefs, that people, naturally difpofed to arro- 
gance, aflumed the higheft degree of confidence, 
and endeavoured to provoke the Romans by fre- 
quent Ikirmilhes: but the battle, into which they 
^d been incautioufly • drawn, had rendered the 
confuls more circumfpe^l. However, the Spirit of 
their party was revived, and the boldnefs of the 
other diminiflied, by an occurrence, in itfelf, of 
a trivial nature, but that, in war, fcarcely any in- 
cident is fo infignificant, that it may not, on fome 
occafion, give caufe to an event of much import- 
ance. A Campanian, called Badius, had been a 
gueft of Titus Quintius Crifpinus, and lived on terms 
of the clofeft ffiendlhip and hofpitality with him, and 
their intimacy had increafed in confequence of Cri& 
pinus having, in his own houfe at Rome, gives 
very kind and afte£Honate attendance to Badius in 
a fit of ficknefs which he had there before the de* 
fedion of Campania. This Badius, now, advancing 
in front of the guards pofted before one of the gates, 

defired 



THE HISTORY 

BOOK defired* that Crifpinus might be called : on bang 
XXV. told of it, Crifpinus, retaining a fenfe of private 
duties even after the difiblution o^ the public trea- 
B.C.Ita. imagined that his old acquaintance wilhed 
for an amicable interview, and went out to fome 
diftance. As foon as they came within fight of 
each other, Badius cried out, ** Crifpinus, I chaU 
“ lenge you to combat : let us mount our horfes, 
“ and, making the reft keep back, determine which 
“ of us is fuperior in arms.” To which Crifpinus 
anfwered, that “ they were neither of them at a 
“ lofs for enemies, on whom they might difplay 
their valour: that, for his part, fliould he even 
** meet him in the field of battle, he would turn 
afide, to avoid imbruing his hands in the blood 
“ of a gueft he then attempted to go away. 
Whereupon, the Campanian, with greater pafiion, 
upbraided him as a coward ; calling on him unde- 
ferved reproaches, which might with greater pro- 
priety have been applied to himfelf, at the fame time 
charging him as being an enemy to the laws of hof- 
pitality, and as pretending to be moved by concern 
for a perfon to whom he knew himfelf unequal ; 
he faid, that “ if not fuffidetitly convinced, that, by 
“ the rupture of the public treaties, private obliga- 
** tions were at the fame time dilTolved, Badius the 
** Campanian, now, in prefence of all, in the hearing 
“ of the two armies, renounced all coimedions of 
hofpitality with Titus Quintius Crifpinus, the Ro- 
“ man. He was under no bond of fociety with him ; 
** an enemy had no claim of alliance on an enemy, 
“ whofe country, and whofe^ tutelary deities, both 
** public and private, he had come to invade : if he 
“ were a man, he would meet him.” Crifpinus he- 
fitated long, but, at laft, the men of his troop per- 
fuaded him not to fuifer the Campanian to infult him 
with impunity. Wherefore, waiting only to aik leave 
of the generals to fight, out of rule, with one 
who gave him a challenge, with their permifiion he 

took 
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took arms, mounted his horfe, and calling BacUus BOOK 
by name, fummoned him to the combat. The Cam- KXV. ^ 
panian made no dday, and they encountered in full yr^cI^ 
career: Crifpinus paifing his fpear over Badius’s b.'c. 2I2* 
buckler, ran it through his left fhoulder, and, on his 
falling in confequence of the wound, difmounted in ' 
order to difpatch him as he lay, but Badius, to avoid 
impending death, left his horfe and his buckler, and 
ran off to his own party. Crifpinus feized the horfe 
and arms, and with thefe glorious badges of vic- 
tory, and with his bloody weapon hold up to view, 
was conduced by the foldiers, ainiihl praifes and 
congratulations, to the confuls, from v horn he re- 
ceived ample commendations and lujnourable pre- 
fents. 

XIX. Hannibal marched from the territory 01 
Beneventunv to Capua, and, on the third day after 
his arrival there, drew out his forces to face the 
enemy, confident that after the Campanians had a 
few days before, without his afliftance, fought them 
with fuccefs, the Romans would be much lefs able 
to withfiand him and his army, which had fo often 
defeated them. When tfie battle began, the Roman 
army was in danger of being worfted, in confe- 
quence, principally, of a charge made by the enemy*s 
cavalry, who overwhelmed them with darts, until 
the fignal was given to their own cavalry to charge ; 
and now the conteft lay between the horfe, when 
Sempronius’s army, commanded by the quaeftor 
Cneius Cornelius, being deferied at a diilance, gave 
an equal alarm, each party fearing that it was a rein- 
forcement coming to his antagonift. The fignal of 
retreat was therefore given on both fides, as if by 
concert; and quitting the field on almofi equal 
terms, they retired to their feveral camps: the 
Romans, however, had loft the greater number 
of men by the firft onfet of the horfe. Next 

X night 
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BOOK night the confuls, in order to draw Hannibal from 

. . Capua, marched away by different routes, Fulvius 

territory of Cumae, Appius Claudius into Lu- 

B.C. 213! cania. On the day following, when Hannibal was 
informed that the Romans had forfaken their camp, 
and gone off in two divifions, by different roads, he 
hcfitated at firff, coniidering which of them he ihould 
purfue ; and at length determined to follow Appius, 
who, after leadmg him about through whatever track 
he chofe, returned by another road to Capua. Han* 
nibal met, in that part of the country, an unlooked* 
for opportunity of linking an important blow : there 
was one Marcus Centenius, furnamed Penula, dillin* 
guiflied among the centurions of the firft rank both 
by the fize of his body, and by his courage : this 
man, who had ferved his time in the army, being 
introduced to the fenate by the praetor, Publius Cor* 
nclius Sulla, requeiled of the fenators to grant him 
the command of five thoufand men, affuring them, 
that “being thoroughly acquainted both with the 
“ enemy and the country, he would fpeedily per* 
“ form fomething that fliuuld give them fatisfadion ; 
“ and that the fame wiles, b^y which hitherto the 
“ Roman commanders ufed to be entrapped, he 
“ would praftife agiunll the inventor of them.” 
The folly of this propofal was equalled by the folly 
with which it was affented to ; as if the qualifications 
of a centurion and a general were the fame. In* 
ftead of five, eight thoufand men were granted 
him, half citizens and half allies; befide8.thefe, he 
collcdled in his march through the country a con- 
fiderable number of volunteers ; and, having almolt 
doubled the number of his army, he arrived in Lu* 
cania, where Hannibal, after a vain purfuit of 
Appius, had halted. There was no room for doubt 
about the refult of a contefl between fuch a captain 
as Hannibal, and a fubaltern; in fhort, between 
armies, of which one was become veteran in a 
courfe of conqueft, the other entirely new. railed. 



OF ROME. ^07 

for the mod part undifciplined and but half armed. BOOK 
As foon as the parties came within view of each X XV. 
other, neither declining an engagement, the lines 
were inftantly formed. Notwithftanding the difpa^ 
rity of the forces, the battle was maintained in a 
manner unprecedented under fuch circumllances, the 
Roman foldiers, for more than two hours, making 
the moll llrenuous efforts, as long as their comman- 
der Hood : but he, anxious to fupport his former re- 
putation, and dreading moreover the (Kfgrace which 
would afterwards fall on him if he furvived a defeat 
occalioned by his own temerity, expofed himfelf 
ralhly to the weapons of the enemy, and was flain ; 
on which the Roman line immediately fell into con- 
fulion, and gave way. But even flight was now out 
of their power, for fo effedually had the enemy’s 
cavalry Ihut up every pafs, that, out of fo great a 
multitude, fcarcely a thoufand made their cfcape; 
the reft, meeting deftrudlion on every fide, were all 
cut off in various ways. 

XX. The confuls refumed the fiege of Capua 
with the utmoft vigour, and took meafures for pro- 
curing and colleding every thing requilite for carry- 
ing it on. A magazine of corn was formed at Ca- 
lilinum ; a ftrong poll was fortified at the mouth of 
the Vultumus, where now Hands a city ; and a gar- 
rifon was put into Puteoli, formerly fortified by 
Fabius .Maximus, in order to fecurc the command 
both of the river, and of the fea adjoining. The corn 
lately fent from Sardinia, and that which the prsetor, 

Marcus Junius, had bought up in Etruria, was con- 
veyed from Oftia into thefe two maritime fortrefles, 
to fiipply the army during the winter. Meanwhile, 
in addition to the misfortune fuftained in Lucania, 
the army of volunteer Haves, who, during the life 
of Gracchus, had performed their duty with the 
ftri&ell fidelity, fuppofing themfelves at liberty by 
the death of ther commander, forfook their ftanU- 

X 2 aids. 
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BOOK and difbanded. Hannibal, though not inclined 
. ^ neglect Capua, or to abandon his allies at fuch a 

y dangerous crilis, yet, having reaped fuch fignal ad- 

vantage from the inconliderate conduct of one Ro* 
man commander, was induced to turn his attention 
to an opportunity which offered of crulhing another. 
Some deputies from Apulia informed him, that 
Cneius Fulvius, the praetor, had at firft, while en> 
gaged in the lieges of feveral cities of that country, 
which had revolted to Hannibal, afted with care and 
circumfpeAion ; but that afterwards, in confequence 
of an overflow of fuccefs, both himfelf and his men 
being glutted with booty, had fo entirely given them- 
felves up to licentioufnefs, that they negleded all 
military difcipline. 'Wherefore, having on many 
other occallons, and pai'dcularly a few days before, 
learned from experience how little formidable an 
army was when under an unlkilful commander, he 
marched away into Apulia. 

XXL Fulvius and the Roman legions lay near 
Herdonia, where intelligence no fooner arrived that 
the enemy was approaching, than the troops were 
very near fnatching up their ffandards, and march* 
ing out to battle without the praetor’s orders ; and 
the fuffering themfelves to be reftrained was ow- 
ing to the opinion entertained by them, that they 
might a<fr as they chofe. During the following 
night Hannibal, who had learned the diforder in 
their camp, and that mod of them, calling the 
whole to arms, had prefumptuoully inflded on their 
commander’s giving the fignal, concluded with cer- 
tainty, that he Ihould now have an opportunity of 
lighting with advantage. He polled in the houfes all 
around, and in the woods and thickets, three thou- 
fand light-armed foldiers, who, on notice given, 
were fuddenly to quit their concealments ; at the 
lame time ordering Mago, with about two thouland 
horfemen, to fecure all the palTes on that fide, to 

which 
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which he fuppofed the enemy would dire& BOOK 
flight. Having made thefe preparatory difpofitions XXV. 
during the nighty at the firft dawn of day he led 
out his forces to the field: nor did Fulvius decline g-ic.'att*. 
the challenge, though not fo much led by any 
hope conceived by himfelf, as forcibly drawn by 
the blind impetuofity of his men. The line was 
therefore formed with the fame inconfiderate hurry 
with which they came out of the camp, juft as the 
humour of the foldiers direfled ; for each, as he 
happened to come up, took whatever poft he liked, 
and afterwards, either as whim or fear directed, 
forfook that poft. The firft legion, and the left 
wing, were drawn up in front, extending the line 
in length; and, notwithftanding the loud remon- 
ftrances of the tribunes, that it was not deep enough 
to have any ftrength or firmnefs, and that the enemy' 
would break through wherever they attacked, fo 
far were they from paying attention, that they 
would not even liften to any wholefome advice. 

Hannibal now came up, a commander of a very 
different charadfer, and with an army neither of 
a like kind, nor marftialled in like manner. The 
Romans confequently withftood not their firft at> 
tack. Their commander, in folly and raflmefs 
equal to Centenius, but far his inferior in fpirit, 
as foon as he faw the matter going againft him, 
and his men in confufion, haftily mounted his 
horfe, and fled with about two hundred horfe- 
men. The reft of the troops, vanquifhed in front, 
and furrounded on the flanks and rear, were put 
to the fword, in fuch a manner, that out of 
eighteen thoufand men, not more than two thou- 
fand efcaped. The camp fell into the enemy’s 
hands. 

XXII. The news of thefe defeats, happening fo 
quickly after one another, being brought to Rome, 
filled the minds of the public with much grief and 

X 3 confter* 



310 THE HISTORY 

BOOK conAemation. However, as the confuls were hi- 

. ■ Aierto fiicccfsful in their operations in the quarter 

Y.R.540. principal Arefs of the war lay, the alarm 

‘B.C.212. occaAoned by thefe misfortunes was the lefs. The 
fenate difpatched Caius Lactorius and Marcus Meti- 
lius deputies to the confuls, with direftions, that 
they Aiould carefully colleft tlie remains of the two 
armies, and ufc their endeavours to prevent them 
from furrendering to the enemy, through fear and 
defpair, as had been the cafe after the defeat at 
Cannm ; and that they Aiould make fearch for the 
deferters from the army of the volunteer Aaves. 
The fame charge was given to Publius Cornelius, 
who was alfo employed to raife recruits j and he 
cauftd proclamation to be made at all the faiis and 
markets, that the Aaves in qucAion Aiould be 
fearched for, and brought back to their Aandards. 
All this was executed with the firifteA care. 
Appius Claudius, the coniul, aAer fixing Dccius 
Junius in the command at the mouth of the Vul- 
turnus, and Marcus Aurelius Cotta at Puteoli, with 
orders that when any Aiips Aiould arrive from 
Etruria and Sardinia, to fend ofi' the com direftly 
to the camp, went back himfelf to Capua, where 
he found his colleague Quintus Fulvius bufy in 
bringing in fupplies of all kinds from Cafilinum, 
and making every preparation for profecuting the 
fiege of Capua, They then joined in forming the 
fiege, and alfo fent for Claudius Nero, the praetor, 
from the Claudian camp at SucAula ; who, leaving 
behind a fniall garrifon to keep poffeffion ol the 
poll, marched down wi^h all the reA of his forces 
to Capua. Thus there were three praetorian pavi- 
lions ereefed round that city, and the three armies, 
commencing their operations in different quarters, 
proceeded to inclofe it with a rampart and trench, 
crefting foi ts at niodeiate diAances; fo that when 
tlie Campanians attempted to obArucl their works, 
they fought them, in feveral places at once, with 
2 fuch 
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fuch fuccefs, that, at laft, the befieged confined BOOK 
themfelves within their walls and gates. However, , XXV. ^ 
before thefe worits were carried quite round, the 
townfmen fent deputies to Hannibal, to complain B.C.ai*. 
of his abandoning Capua, and delivering it, in a 
manner, into the hands of the Romans}, and to 
bel’eech him, now at leaft, when they were not only 
inverted, but even pent up, to bring them relief. 

The confuls received a letter from Publius Cornelius 
the prastor, that “ before they completed the cir- 
“ cumvallation of Capua, they ftiould give leave 
“ to fuch of the Campanians as chofe it, to retire 
“ from the town, and carry away their eftefts 
with them. That as many as withdrew before 
** the Ides of March ftiould enjoy their liberty 
“ and their property entire : but that both thofe 
who withdrew after that day, and thofe who 
remained in the place, ftiould be treated as ene- 
** mies.” This notice was accordingly given to 
the Campanians, who received it with fuch fcorn, 
that they anfwered with reproaches, and even me- 
naces. Hannibal had led his legions from Herdonia 
to Tarentum, in hopes that, eitlier by force or rtra- 
tagem, he might gain pofl'eflion of the citadel of 
that town; but, being difappoinled therein, he 
turned his route toward Brundufium, which he ex- 
pefted would be betrayed to him. While he was 
walling time here, alfo, to no purpofe, the deputies 
from Capua came to him, bringing at the fame 
time their complaints, and intreaties for fuccour. 

To thefe Hannibal anfwered in an arrogant rtyle, 
that he had before raifed the fiege of their town ; 
and that the confuls would not now wail his coming. 

With this encouragement the deputies were dif- 
miffed, and with difficulty made their way back 
into ihe city, which was by this time furrounded 
with a double trench and a rampart. 

X 4 
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BOOK XXIII. At the very time when the drcumvalla* 
XXV. tion of Capua was going on, the fiege of Syracufe 
came to a concluiion, having been forwarded not 
b!c.'3i 1 vigour and fprit of the befieging gene- 

ral and his army, but alfo by treachery within. For 
in the beginning of the fprmg, Marcellus had deli- 
* berated fome dme, whether he Ihould turn his afms 
againft Himilco and Hipocrates, who were at Agri- 
gentum, or ftay and prefs forward the fiege of Sy- 
racufe, though he faw that the city could neither be 
reduced by force, as being from its iituation im- 
pregnable by land or fea, nor by famine, as fupplies 
from Carthage had almufl open accefs. Nevertheleis, 
that he might leave no expedient untried, he had 
enjoined fome deferters from Syracufe,-— many of 
whom of the higheft rank were then in the Roman 
camp, having been banifhed when the defection 
from the Romans took place, on account of thar 
'difapprobation of the defign of changing fides, — to 
confer with perfons of their own way of thinking, 
to found the temper of the people, and to give them 
folemn alTurances, that if the city were delivered 
into his hands, they fhould live free under their own 
laws. There was no opportunity of converiing on 
the fubjeft, becaufe the great number of perfons 
fufpedled of difaftection had made every one atten- 
tive and vigilant to prevent any fuch attempt pafTing 
unobferved. A fingle Have, belonging to fome of 
the exiles, was fent as a deferter into the city, and 
he, communicating the bufinefs to a few, opened a 
way for a negotiation of the kind. After this, fome 
few getting into a fifhing boat, and concealing them- 
felves under the nets, were carried round in this man- 
ner to the Roman camp, where they held conferences 
with the deferters ; and the fame was done frequently, 
in the fame manner, by feveral other parties: at 
lail, the number amounted to eighty, and their plot 
was now ripe for execution, when a perfon cailed 
Attains, offended that fome part of the bufinefs 

had 
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had been concealed from him, difcovered didr de> BOOK 
to Epicydes, and they were all put to death ^ XXV. ^ 
with torture. This projeft, thus rendered abortive, y*rT~* 
was foon fucceeded by another : one Damippus, a u'c/fia. 
Lacedaemonian, being fent from Syracufe to King 
Philip, had been taken prifoner by the Roman fleet ; 

Epicydes eamellly wifhed to ranfom him in parti* 
cular, and from this Marcellus was not averfe ; for 
the Romans, even at that time, were defirous of pro- 
curing the friendfhip of the ^tolians, with which 
nation the Lacedaemonians were in alliance. Some 
perfons were accordingly deputed to treat for his re- 
leafe, and the place judged the mod central and 
convenient to both parties was at the Trogilian 
port, adjoining the tower called. Galeagra. As they 
came feveral times to this fpot, one of the Romans, 
having a near view of the wall, by reckoning the 
ftones, and eflimating, as far as he was able, the 
meafure of each in the face of the work, conjedured 
nearly as to its height, and finding it confiderably 
lower than he or any of the reft had hitherto fup- 
pofed, fo that it might be fcalcd with ladders of even 
a moderate length, he reprefented the matter to Mar- 
cellus. The information was deemed not unworthy 
of attention, but as that fpot could not be openly ap- 
proached, being, for the very reafon mentioned, 
guarded with paiticular care, it was determined to 
watch for a favourable opportunity : this was foon 
found, through the means of a deferter, who brought 
intelligence that the befieged were celebrating the 
feftivai of Diana, which was to laft three days; 
and as, in cnnfequence of the iiege, moft kinds of 
provilions were fcarce, they indulged themfelves 
in greater quantities of wine, which Epicydes fup- 
plied to the whole body of the plebeians, and 
which was diftributed among the tribes by the 
people of diftin£tion. Marcellus, on bearing this, 
communicated his defign to a few military tribunes ; 
and having, by their means, feleded centurions 

and 
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£ O O K and foldlers properly qualified for an enterprife at 
XXV. once important and daring, he privately procured 
fcaling ladders, and ordered direftions to be con- 
b!c.* 2I2. veyed to the reft of the troops, that they ihould 
take their fuppers early, and go to reft, becaufe 
they were to be employed on aq expedition in the 
night. Then, at the hour when he judged that the 
people, who had begun to feaft early in the day, 
would be furleited with wine, and begin to deep, he 
ordered the men of one company to proceed with 
their ladders, while about a thoufand men in arms 
were with filence condufted in a flender column to 
the fpot. The foremoft having, without noife or tu- 
mult, mounted the wall, the reft followed in order, 
the boldnefs of the former giving courage even to 
the timorous. 


XXIV. This body of a thoufand men had now 
gained poffelfion of a part of the city, when the 
reft, bringing up greater numbers of ladders, fcaled 
the wall ; the firft party having given them a fignal 
from the Hexapylos, to which they had penetrated 
without meeting a fingle perfon in the ftreets : for 
the greater part of the townfmen, having feafted to- 
gether in the towers, were now either overpowered 
by wine, and funk in fleep, or, being half inebriated, 
ftill continued their debauch. A few of them, how- 
ever, who were furprifed in their beds, were put to 
death. Vigorous efforts were then made to force 
open a poftemgate near the Hexapylos, and, at the 
fame time, the fignal agreed on was returned from 
the wall by a trumpet. And now the attack was 
carried on in all quarters, not fecretly, but with open 
force; for they had reached the Epipolae, where 
there were great numbers of the guards ftationed, 
and it became requifite not to elude the notice of 
the enemy, but to terrify them ; and terrified they 
were ; for, as loon as the found of the trumpet was 
heard, and the Ihouts of the troops who had maf- 

tered 
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tered part of the city, the guards thought that the BOOK 
whole was taken, and fome of them fled along the XXV. ^ 
wall, others leaped down from the ramparts, and yk^ajo 
crowds, flying in difmay, were tumbled headlong. b.C. ai^ 
A great part of the townfmen, however, were ftill 
ignorant of the misfortune which had befallen them, 
being .all of them overpowered with wine and fleep ; 
and in a city of fuch vafl; extent, what happened in 
any one quarter, could not be very readily known 
in all the relt. A little before day, a gate of the 
Hexapylos being forced, Marcellus,with all his troops, 
entered the city. This roufed the townfmen, who 
betook themfelves to arms, endeavouring, if polBble, 
to prefei’ve the place. Epicydes haftily led out fome 
troops from the iflind called Nafos, not doubting 
but he Ihould be able to drive out what he conjec- 
tured to be a fmall parly, and which he fuppofed had 
found entrance through the negligence of the guards, 
telling the affrighted fugitives whom he met, that 
they were adding to the tumult, and that they repre- 
fented matters greater and moie terrible than, they 
were. But when he faw every place round the 
Epipolse filled with armed men, he waited only to 
difcharge a few miflive weapons, and marched back 
into the Achradina, dreading not fo much the num- 
ber and ftrength of the enemy, as that fome treachery 
might, on fuch an opportunity, take place within, 
and that he might find the gates of the Achradina 
and the ifland fhut againll him. When Marcellus 
entered the gate, and had from the high grounds 
a full view of the city, the moll beatitiiul peihaps 
of any in thofe times, he is faid to have Ihed tears, 
partly out of joy at having accomplilhed an en- 
terprife of fuch importance, and partly from the 
fenfations excited by refleiling on the high degree 
of renown which the place had enjoyed through a 
long feries of years. Memory reprefented to him 
the Athenian fleets 'funk there; two vail armies cut 
oflF with two generals of the highcll reputation ; 



THE HISTORY 

BOOK the many wars maintained againft the Carthaginians 
XXV. with fuch equality of fuccefs ; the great number of 
*y powerful tyrants and kings, efpecially Hiero, whom 
B.C.213. remembered very lately reigning, and who, be- 
fides all the diftindions which his own merit and 
good fortune conferred on him, was highly re- 
markable lor his zealous friendlhip to the Roman 
people; when all thefe refledions occurred to his 
mind, and were followed by the confideration, 
that every objcd then under his view would 
quickly be in flames, and reduced to alhes, — thus 
refleding, before he advanced to attack the Achra- 
dina, he fent forward fomc Syracufans, who, as 
has been mentioned, were within the Roman 
quarters, to try if they could, by mild perfua- 
i'lons, prevail on the Syracufans to furrender the 
town. 

XXV. The fortifications of the Achradina were 
occupied by deferters, who could have no hope of a 
pardon in cafe of a capitulation: thefe, therefore, 
would not fuffer the others to come nigh the walls, 
nor to hold converfation with any one. Marcellus, 
finding that no opportunity could ofier of eflefling 
any thing by perfuafion, ordered his troops to move 
back to the Euryalus. This is an eminence at the 
verge of the city, on the fide moft remote from the 
fea, commanding the road which leads into the 
country and the interior parts of the ifland, and 
therefore very commodioully fituate for fecuring ad- 
mittance to convoys of provifions. The commander 
of this fortrefs was Philodemus, an Argive, Rationed 
here by Epicydes. 1 o him Solis, one of the regi- 
cides, was fent by Marcellus with certain propoli- 
tlons ; who, after a long converfation, bang put oR* 
with evafions, brought back an account that the 
Argive required time for deliberation. He de- 
ferred giving any pofitive anfwer from day to day, 
in expcdlation that Hippocrates and Himilco, with 

their 



OF ROME. ‘ 317 

thdr legions, would come up ; and he doubted not BOOK 
that if he could once recdve them into the fortrefs, XXV. ^ 
the Roman army, hemmed in as it was within walls, 
mi^ht be effectually cut off. Marcellus, therefore, Bic.aia.* 
feemg no probability of the Euryalus being either 
furrendered or taken, encamped between Neapolis 
and Tycha, parts of the city fo named, and in them* 
felvcs equal to cities ; for he feared, left,, if he went 
into the more populous parts, the greedy foldiers 
might not, by any means, be reftrained from pil- 
laging. Hither came deputies from the Neapolis and 
the Tycha, with fillets and other badges of fuppli- 
cants, praying him to fpare the lives of the inhabi- 
tants, and to refrain from burning their houfes. On 
the fubjedt of thefe petitions, offered in the form of 
prayers rather than of demands, Marcellus held a 
council ; and, according to the unanimous determi- 
nation of all prefent, publiftied orders to the foldiers, 
to “ offer no violence to any perfon of free condi- 
“ tion, but that they might feize every thing elfe as 
“ fpoil.” The walls of the houfes furrounding his 
camp ferved it as a fortification, and, at the gates 
facing the wide ftreets, he ported guards and de- 
tachments of troops, to prevent any attack on it 
while the foldiers Ihould be in fearch of plunder* 

On a fignal given, the men difperfed themfelves for 
that p'urpofe ; and, though they broke open doors, 
and filled every place with terror and tumult, yet 
they refrained from bloodftied, but put no ftop to 
their ravages, until they had removed all the valu- 
able effeds which had been amaffed there in a long 
courfe of profperous fortune. Meanwhile Philo- 
demus, feeing no profped of relief, and receiving af- 
furances that he might return to Epicydes in fafety, 
withdrew the garrifon, and delivered up the fortrefs 
to the Romans. While the attention of all was turned 
to the commotion in that part of the city which was 
takoi^ Bomilcar, taking advantage of a ftormy night, 
when the violence of the weather would not allow 
' the 
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BOOK the Roman fleet to ride at anchor in the deep* 

^ XXV. flipped out of the harbour of Syracufe with thirty* 
y Q five (hips,* and, finding the fea open, failed forth 
B.'c. aw! main, leaving fifty-five fhips to Epicydes and 

the Syracufans. After informing the Carthaginians 
of the perilous ftate of affairs in Syracuie, he 
returned thither, in a few days, with an hundred 
fhips, when he received, as is faid, many valuable 
prefents from Epicydes out of the treafure of 
Hiero. 

XXVI. Marcellus, by gaining poffeflion of the 
Euryalus, and putting a garrifon into it, was freed 
from one caufe of anxiety ; for he had apprehended 
that a body of the enemy’s forces might get into 
that furtrefs on his rear, and thence annoy his troops, 
pent up, as they were, and entangled among walls. 
He then invefled the Achradina, forming three 
camps in proper fituations, in hopes, by a clofe 
blockade, of reducing it by a want of neceffaries. 
The out-guards, on both fides, had been quiet for 
feveral days, vhen Hippocrates and Himilco fud- 
denly arrived ; and the confequence was an attack 
on the Romans in different quarters at once. For 
Hippocrates, having fortified a camp at the great 
harbour, and given a fignal to the garrifon in the 
Achradina, fell on the old camp of the Romans, 
where Crifpinus comnicUided ; and, at the fame time, 
Epicydes fallied out againft the polls of Marcellus, 
while the Carthaginian fleet warped in clofe to the 
fhore, which lay between the and the Roman 
(lation, in order to prevent any fuccour being fent 
by Marcellus to Crifpinus. Their attacks, however, 
caufed more alarm than real injury ; tor Crifpinus, 
on his part, not only repulfed Hippocrates from his 
works, but made liim fly with precipitation, and 
purfued him to forae diftance: and, in the other 
quarter, Marcellus beat back Epicydes into the 
town. It was even fuppofed that enough was now 

done 
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done to prevent any danger in future, from thar BOOK 
making fudden fallies. To other evils attendant on XXV. 
the fiege, was added a peftilence ; a calamity felt 
by both parties, and fully fufficient to divert their B.'c.'aJ2! 
thoughts from plans of military operations. It was 
now autumn ; the places, where they lay, were in 
their nature unwholefome, but much more fo on the 
outfide of the city than within ; and the heat was fo 
intenfe, as to impair the health of almoft every per- 
fon in both the camps. At firft, the infalubrity of 
the feafon and the foil produced both fickneffes 
and deaths : afterwards, the attendance on the dif- 
eafed, and the handling of them, fpread the conta- 
gion wide ; infomuch, that all who were feized by 
it either died negleded and forfaken, or, alfo infect- 
ing fuch as ventured to take care of them, thefe 
were carried off alfo. Scarcely any thing was fecn 
but funerals ; and, both day and night, lanieniations 
from every fide rang in their eats. At laft, habi- 
tuated to thefe feenes of woe, they contraded fuch 
favagenefs, that, fo far from attending the deceafed 
with tears and forrowings, they would not even carry 
them out and inter them, fo that they lay fcattered 
over the ground in the view of all, and who were 
in confiant expedation of a fimilar fate. Thus the 
dead contributed to the dcllrudion of the fick, and 
the fick to that of the healthy, both by the appre- 
henfions which they excited, and by the contagion 
and noifome ftench of their bodies; while fome, 
wilhing rather to die by the fword, fingly alfailed 
Ae enemy’s polls. But the diftemper raged with 
much greater fury in the Carthaginian camp than 
' in that of the Romans : for the latter, by lying fo 
long before Syracule, were become more hardened 
againlt the air and the rains. Of the enemy’s troops, 
the Sicilians, as loon as they faw that the fpreading 
of the dillemper was owing to an unhealthy fitua- 
tion, left it, and retired to the fcveral cities in the 
neighbourhood', which were of their party : but the 

Cartha- 
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BOOK Carthaginians, who had no place of retreat, periihed 
^ XXV. ^ (together with their commanders, Hippocrates and 
Y IlT'o ® Marccllus, when he perceived 

sicits! violence of the diforder increafing, had removed 
his troops into the city, where, being comfortably 
lodged, and fheltered fiom the inclemency of the 
mr, their impaired conftitutions weie foon rellored: 
neverthelefs great numbers of the Roman foldiers 
were fwept away by this peftilence. 


XXVII. The land forces of the Carthaginians 
being thus entirely deftroyed, the Sicilians, who had 
ferved under Hippocrates, colledled from their fe- 
veral ftates ftores of provifions, which they depo* 
fited in two towns, of no great fize, but well fc- 
curcd by ftrong fituations and fortifications; one 
three miles diftant from Syracufe, the other five; 
and, at the fame time, they folicited fuccours. 
Meanwhile Bomilcar, going back again to Carthage 
with his fleet, gave fuch a icprefentation of the 
condition of the allies, as afforded hopes that it 
might be pradicable, not only to fuccour them in 
fuch a manner as would enfure their fafety, but 
alfo to make prifoners of the Romans in the very 
city which they had, in a manner, reduced ; and by 
this means he prevailed on the government to fend 
with him as many tranfport veffels as could be pro* 
cured, laden with flores of every kind, and to make 
an addition to his own fleet. Accordingly he fet 
fail with an hundred and thirty fhips of war, and 
feven hundred tranfports, and met with a wind 
very favourable for his paffage to Sicily, but the 
fame wind prevented his doubling Cape Pachy- 
num. The news of Bomilcar’s arrival flrfl, and 
afterwards his unexpeded delay, gave joy and 
grief alternately both to the Romans and Syra* 
cufans. But £pic)des, dreading left, if the &me 
'^fterly wind which then prevailed Ihould continue 
to blow for fome days longer, the Carthaginian 

fleet 
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fleet might fail back to Africa, delivered the coat- BOOK 
mand of the Achradina to the generals of the mer- , , 

cenaries, and failed away to Bomdcar. Him he 
found lying to, with the heads of his veffels turned b!c. 
towards Africa, being fearful of an engagement with 
the enemy, not on account of any fuperiority in thdir 
ftrength or number of fliips (for his own was the 
greater), but becaufe the wind was the more advan- 
tageous to the Roman fleet. With difficulty, then, 
he prevailed on him to confent to try the iffue of a 
naval engagement. On the other fide, Marcellus, 
feeing that an army of Sicilians was afl'embling from 
all quarters of the ifland, and that the Carthaginian 
fleet was approaching with abundance of fupplies, 
began to fear, left, if he fli iuld be fliut up in an 
hoible city, and that every pafl'age being barred both 
by land and fca, he fhould be reduced to great dif- 
trels. Although unequal to the enemy in number 
of fliips, he yet determined to oppofe Bomilcar’s 
pafiuge to Syracufe. The two hoftile fleets lay off 
the proinontoiy of Pachynum, ready to engage as 
foon as moderate weather fliould allow them to fail 
out into the main. On the fubfiding of the eafterly 
wind, which had blown furioufly lor feveral days, 

Bomilcar firfl: put his fleet in motion, and his va|i , 
feemed to make out to fea with intent to clear the 
cape ; but, when he faw the Roman bearing down 
on him, and being fuddenly alarmed, from what cir- 
cumftance is not known, he bore away to fea, and 
fending melfengers to Heraclea, ordering the tranf- 
poits to return to Africa, he failed along the coafl: of 
Sicily to Tarentum. Epicydes, thus difappointed 
in a meafure from which he had conceived very 
languine hopes, and unwilling to go back into the 
bended city, whereof a great part was already in 
poffeflion of the enemy, failed to Agrigentum, 
where he propofed rather to wait the iflue of affairs 
than to attempt any new enterprife. 
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book > XZynt. When the Sicilians in camp ti;rer» in- 
XXV. foitned of all thefe events, (that Epicydes had 
‘ withdrawn from Syracufe, that the Carthaginians 

iS clu. abandoned the ifland, and, in a manner, fur- 
' rendered it a fecond time to the Romans,) they de- 
manded a conference with thofe who were (hut up 
in the town, and learning their inclinations, th^ 
fent deputies to Marcellus, to treat about terms m 
capitulation. There was fcarcely any debate about 
the conditions, which were, — that whatever parts 
of the country had been under the dominion of 
the kings Ihould be ceded to the Romans ; and the 
reft, together with independence, and their oWa. 
laws, ftiould be guaranteed to the Sicilians. Then 
the deputies invited the perfons entrufted with the 
command by Epicydes to a meeting, and told them, 
that they had been fent by the Sicilian army to them 
as well as to Marcellus, in order that thofe within 
the city, as well as thofe without, Ihould all ftiare 
one fortune, and that neither ftiould ftipulate any 
article, feparately, for themfelves. From thefe they 
obtained permiftion to enter the place, and conveiie 
with their relations and friends, to whom they re- 
(ated the terms which they had already adjufted 
with Marcellus ; and, by the profpefl of fafisj^ 
which they held out to their view, prevailed en 
them to unite in an attack on Epicydes’s generds, 
Polyclitus, Philiftio, and Epicydes, furnamed Syndos. 
Thefe they put to death, and then calling the mul- 
titude to an aftTcmbly, and lamenting the famine they 
had undergone, infifted, that notwithftanding they 
“ were prefled by fo many calamities, yet they had 
** no reafon to complain of Fortune, becaufe it Was 
“ in their own power to determine how long dJ«y 
would endure their fufierings. The reafon wlfeh 
** induced the Romans to beftege Syracufe was, 
** afiedion to its inhabitants, not enmity. For 
** when they heard that the government was feiaed 
on by the partizans of Hannibal, and afterwards 

« by 



OF ROME. 2^3 

** hy thofe of Hieronymus, Hippocrates, tund Ep* BOOK 
«‘>cydes, they then took arms, and laid li^ to X ^Y« ^ 
** the city, with the purpofe of fubduing, not the 
“ city itfelf, but thofe who cruelly* tyrannifed over ajC-ftS** 
“ it. But after Hippocrates had been carried off, 

“ Epicydes excluded from Syracufe, his generals 
** put to 'death, and the Cai thaginians expeRed, 

** and unable to maintain any kind of footing in 
** Sicily, either by fleets or armies, what rcafoii 
** could the Romans then have for not wifhing the 
“ fafety of Syracufe, as much as if Hiero himfelf, 

** fo Angularly attached to the Roman intereft, 

** were fiill alive? Neither the city, therefore, 

** nor the inhabitants flood in any other danger 
than what they might bring on themfelves, by 
** neglecting an opportunity of reconciliation with 
** the Romans; but fuch another oppoituniry they 
** never could hate, as that whicli prefented it- 
“ felf at that inftant, on its b«.jng once known 
** that they were delivered from their iniolcnl ty- 
** rants.” 

XXIX. 1 bis difeourfe was liflehed to with uni- 
approbation; but it tvas rcfolvcd that, be- 
fore any deputies fhould be .'ppointed, pixtors 
mould be elected: and then foni'* i)f the pimtors 
themfelves were l»nt deputu«’ to Maicellus. I'lie 
perfon at the head of (he commiflion adtlre'ffed him 
to this effcCl : •* Neither was the levolt, at the be- 
ginning, the aCl of us Svractdans, but of Iliero- 
** nymus, whofe conduct towaid> you was not near 
“ fo wdeked as his trr aimont of us; nor, afteiwaids, 

“ 'Was it any Syracufan, but Hippociates and bpi- 
f‘ydes, two inftruments of the late king, who, 

**^hile we were diflraCted betwetn tear on one 
•• fide and treachery on the other, broke through 
ihe peace eft.iblifhed on the dpath of the tyrant ; 
nor ran any pc'riod be named, in which we were 
** at liberty, and were not at the fame time m fnend- 
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BOOK** ihip with you. At prefent it is manifeft, that jtf 
XXy. ** fooii as ever, by the death of thofe who hekf 
Y ** bondage, we became our own maf- 

fiicilita! ** come, without a moment’s hefita* 

** tion, to deliver up our arms, to furrender our- 
“ ielves, our city, and fortifications, and to refiife 
** nh conditions which you (hall think fit to im> 
“ pofe. Marcellus, the gods have given you the 
“ glory of taking the moft renowned and moft 
beautiful of all the Grecian cities; whatever 
“ memorable exploits we have at any time per* 
formed, either on land or fea, all will go 
*'* augment the fplendour of your triumph. Let 
** it not be your wilh, that men lhall learn, frota 
“ tradition, how great -a city you have reduced, 
“ but rather, that the city itielf may Hand a mo* 
“ nument to pofterity, exhibiting to the view of 
“ every one who lhall approach it, by land or by 
** fea, our trophies over the Athenians and Cartha* 
ginians ; then, your’s over us ; and that you may 
“ tranfmit Syracufe, unimpaired, to your family, 
to be kept under the patronage and guardianlhip 
** of the race of the Marcelli. Let not the memory 
of Hieronymus weigh more with you, than dud: 
** of Hiero. The latter was much longer yotar 
** friend, than the former your enemy; and, be* 
** fides, you have felt many effects of the kindn^ 
** of the one, while the other’s madnefs tended 
** only to his own ruin.” From the Romans ail 
their requefts were eafily obtained, and their fafety 
ran no hazard from that quarter : there was more 
danger fro^ an hoftile dlfpofnion among them* 
felves; for the deferters, apprehending that they 
were to be delivered up to the Romans, brought 
the auxiliary troops of 'mercenaries to entertain, me 
fame fears. Hallily taking arms, they firfi: i^w 
the prsetors ; then fpreading themfelves over the dsy, 
put to death in thdr rage every perfon whom 
chance threw in thdr way, pillaging every thing 

on 
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09 which they could lay hands. Afterwards, f^at B 0 O E i 
they might not be without leaders, they created fix 
prafefts, three to command in the Achradina, and 
three in the ifland. The tumult at length fubfidiug, B.clit. 
the mercenaries difcovered, on inquiry, the purport 
of the articles concluded on with Marcellus, and 
then began to fee clearly, what was really the cafe, 
that their fituation was widely different from that 
of the deferters. Very fcafonably the deputies 
i,retumed at this time from Marcellus, and allured 
them, that the fufpicion which had provoked their 
fury was groundlcfs, and that the Run ms had no 
kind of reafon to demand their punifhment. 

XXX. One of the three commanders in the 
Achradina was a Spaniard, by name Mericus. To 
(bund him, a Spanifh auxiliary in the camp of the 
Romans was purpofely fent in the train of the 
deputies; who, taking an opportunity when he 
* found Mericus alone, firfi informed him in what 
Hate he had left the affairs of Spain, from whence 
he had lately come ; that “ every thing there was 
“ under fubjeftion to the Roman arms;” and 
added, “ that it was in his power, by fome fervice 
** of importance, to become diflinguilhed among 
** his countrymen ; whether it were that he chofe 
to accept a commifiion in the Roman army, or 
“ to return to his native country. On the other 
** hand, if he perfifted in attempting to hold out 
** the fiege, what hope could he entertain, when 
“ he was fo clofely inverted both by feaand land?” 

Mericus was fo much affected by thefe arguments, 
that, when^ it was determined to fend deputies to 
Marcellus, he appointed, as one of them, his own 
brother, who being conducted by the fame Spaniard 
to a fecret interview with Marcellus, and having 
received fadsfiidory affurances from him, and con- . 
certed the method of condu£fing the bufinefs they 
had planned, returned to the Achradina. Then 
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Mirith dcfign to prevent all fufpicits|iM||^* 
trarebery, declared, that ** he did not approv^ST 
“ deputies thus going backwards and torward4(i|^ 
that none fuch ought to be received or 
and, that the guard might be kept with the ftridb# 
ipar^f the proper polls ought to be divided ante 
“ the praefeas, fo that each Ihould be anfwer 
** for the fafety of his own quatter.” Every 
approved of this divilion of the polls; and 
trafl: which fell to his own lot, was that fronjL,’< 
fountain Arcthufa, to the mouth of the great 
hour : of this he apprifed the Romans. MartAtt&l 
therefore gave orders, that a tranlpoit (hip, fuKltf 
foldiers, Ihould be towed in the night, by the binge 
of a quadriieme, to the Achradina ; and that 
Ihould be landed oppofite to the gate which is 
the fald fountain. Tnis being executed at the fourtf\ 
watch, and Mciicus having, according to concert, 
admitted the foldiers into the gate, Marcellus, at the 
fii ft light, aflaulted the walls of the Achradina widi • 
all his loices, by which means he not only engaged 
the atteiuion of thofe who guarded it, but caufed 
feveral battalions to Hock thither from the illand, 
quitting their o\\ n pods to repel the furious alfault bf 
the Romans. While this alarm was at the height, 
Ionic light gallic'', prepared bcfoiehand, failed round, 
and lauded a body of ti oops on the ifland ; wd 
thefc, making an unexpeded attack on the half- 
manned p ifts, and the open gate, without much 
difficulty made themfelves mafteis of the ifland; 
for It was abandoned to them by the garrifon, who 
fted in confteriiation. The deferteis mtuntsined 
their ground with no more ftcadinefs than thefe; 
for, being diftident in fome degree even of dach 
other, they betook themfelves to flight during tbu 
heat of the conflid. When Marcellus learned 
the ifland was taken, that one quarter of 
’Achradina was in poflefllon of his troops, and 
that Mericus had joined them with the party 
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ir his command, he founded a ret^( 




royal treafure, which fiime reprefented 
^a^er than it was, fhould be rifled by the foltUers. 

The impetuolity of the foldiers being 
Ijpftrained, the deferters in the ijjfhradW found 
and opportunity to efcape. The Syracu^uiB, 
i|jitliength delivered from their fears, opened the 

C s of the fortrefs, and fent an humble deputy 
to Marcellus, afking nothing more than tbear 
0^ lives, and thofe of their children. Marcellus 
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'Hlfllmoned a council, to which he likewife invited 
limfe Syracufans who, having been driven from 
home in confequence of the diflurbances in the 
dcy, had remained in the* Roman quarters ; and 
be gave the deputies this anfwer, that “ the friendly 
** a£ts of Hiero, through a fpace of fifty years, 
were not more in number than the injuries com- 
** mitted againft the Roman people within a few 
** years paft, by thofe who were in poflTeflion of 
** Syracufe. But moft of thefe had recoiled on the 
** heads where they ought to fall ; and thofe people 
** had inflifted on each other much mote fevere * 
punifhments for their infra£fion of treaties, than 
** the Romans would have wiihed. That he had, 
indeed, laid fiege to Syracufe, and profecuted it 
** through the three lafi: yeais, not with defign that 
** the Roman people might keep that ftate in fer- 
“ vitude to themfelves, but that the leaders of the 
deferters might not hold it under captivity and 
** opprefiion. What part the Syracufans might 
** have adied for the promoting of this defign, 

" was manifefi from thofe of thdr countrymen 
** who were within the Roman quarters ; from the 
** cmidud of the Spanifli general Mericus, who 
furrendered the quarter under his command ; 

** and from the late, indeed, but refolute meafure * 
« adopted by themfelves. That the advantages 
T 4 ** accrumg 
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acermug to him, from all the toils and da 
Wf fea and land, which he had undergone thrc 
fuch a length ot time under the Syracuian 
were by no means equal to what Syracufe 
have procured to itfelf.’* The <^usefl;or was rnff 
fent with a guai^d to the illand, to receive and feciqilt 
the royal tieafure ; and the city was given up to4ji% 
troops to be plundered, centinels being firft plaspl 
ait the feveral houfes of thofe who had ftud in ihs 
Roman quartets. While numberlefs horrid 
of rage and of avarice were perpetrated, it is related 
that, in the violence of the tumult, which wipas 
great as greedy foldieis ever caufed in facking.-a 
captured city, Archimedes, while intent on fome 
geometrical figures which he had drawn in the £|nd^ 
was flain by a foldier, who knew not who he wiis| 
that Marcellus lamented his death, anii gave him 
an honourable funeral ; and that inquiry was alfo 
made for his relations, to whom his name and to<S 
mory proved a proteAion and an honour. In this 
manner nearly, was Syracufe taken, and in it Audi 
a quantity of booty, as Carthage, which waged an 

3 ual contelt with Rome, would fcarcely haVe 
brded at that time. A few days before the con> 
quell of Syracufe, Titus Otacilius, with eighty 
qUinqueremes, failed over from Lilybaeum to Utica, 
and, entering the harbour before day, feized a num* 
ber of tranfports laden with edrn ; he then landed 
his troops, ravaged a great part of the country 
round the city, and brought back to his fleet much 
booty of all Unds. On the third day from his 
departure, he returned to Lilybaum, with an hun- 
dred and thirty veflels filled with com and fpml. 
He fent off* their cargoes immediately to Syracufe, 
where, if this fupply had not arrived fo fealonably, 
both the conquerors and the vanquilhed were threat^ 
ened alike with a dellruflive famine. 


xxxn. As 
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J ttCXn. As to the affiurs of Spain, fie^^o 
had pafTed vdthoat siny thing very mUMm 
done, and the bufinefs of the war confifted 
‘in fchemipg than in a£Hng; but now, the 
•'It^dtaian generals, quitting their winter-quarters, united 
dpir forces, and a council beings held, all con- 
in opinion that, fincc their foie objed had 
iBwerto been to detain Hafdrubal from the pro- 
Ibpution of his intended march into Italy, it was . 
jai^ time to think of an end to the war in Spain ; 
and they trulled that their ftrength was rendered 
ad^(|uate to the undertaking, by the addition of 
tldtty thoufand Celtibcrians, whom they had, during 
the preceding winter, engaged to join their arms. 

ee were three armies of the enemy : one under 
Haidrubal, fon of Gifgo, and another under Mago, 
were encamped together at the diftance of about 
five days march. The third lay nearer, and was 
cqtnmanded by Hafdrubal, fon of Hamilcar, the 
oldeft general in Spain, who was polled near a 
cky named Anitorgis. Him the Roman generals 
wilhed to overpower hrft, and they were con- 
fident that their llrength was abundantly fuificient 
to effed it : their only concern was, left Hafdru- 
bal and Mago, difpirited by his retreat, might re- 
five into the inacceflible forefts and mountains, 
and thus protract the war. They therefore con- 
cluded, that it would be moft advifable by fepa- 
rating their forces, to extend the compafs of their 
operations, fo as to comprehend the whole war 
at once. Accordingly, they divided them in fuch 
a manner, that Publius Corndius was to lead two- 
thirds of the Romans and allies agmnft Mago and 
Hafdrubal; and Cneius Cornelius, with ttie other 
third of the veteran troops, and the Celtiberian auxi- 
j&Uaes, was to a£t againft the Barcine Hafdrubal. 
The commanders began tlieir march together, the 
Celtiberians advancing before them, and pitched 
thdjT camp near the city of Anitorgis, within 
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jylp K view of the enemy, from whom they were 

^ ril^ by a river. There Gneius Scipio, witl^tfliir 
forces before>mentioned, halted, and Publius 


(* 

re 1% 


proceeded^ according to his allotment, to the mImp 
- * ofa&ion. 


XXXIII. When Hafdrubal obferved that thfljp 
were but few Roman foldiers in the camp, aad 
''‘'that all their dependance was on the Celtiberaol 
auxiliaries, being well acqu^ntcd with the patfi* 
dious difpofition of every barbarous nation, $Mid 
particularly of thcle, among whom he. had wpged 
war for fo many years, he contrived fecret boo* 
ferences with their leaders ; for as both caittpS 
were full of Spaniards, an intercourfe was 
and with whom he concluded a bargain, thaK^ 
for a valuable confideration, they fhould cany 
away their troops. Nor did this appear to them 
a. heinous crime : for it was not required that tUby 
Ihould turn their arms againfl; the Romans, and 
the hire given for not fighting was as great 
as could be * expeded for fighting ; befides, iieft 
from fatigue, the returning to their homes, aad 
the pleafure of feeing their fiiends and families^ 
all thefe were matters highly agreeable to them, 
fo that the chiefs were not more eafily perfuaded 
than were their followers. It was farther con* 
fidered, that they need not fear the Romans, whofe 
number was fmall, even if they fhould attempt to 
detain them by force. It will ever, indeed, be iiu 
cumbent on Roman generals to avoid carefully 
, fuch kind of miftakes, and to conlider inftatices 
like this as powerful warnings, never to confidS 
fo far in formgn auxiliaries, as not to keep ill 
their camps a fuperior force of their native troops, 
ai)d of their own proper flrength. The Celtiberia^ 
on a fudden, took up their ftandards and mardlbd 
giving no other anfwer to the Romans (who 
Jjpefought them to flay), than that they were odied 

* away 
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by a war at home. When Scipio ikw*All it 
impolfible to detain the ausiliaries either Iby 
ift^Katies or force ; that, without them, he was una* 
either to cope with tlie enemy, or eifed a reunion 
wfth his brother ; and that there was no other 
jt^urce at hand, fiom which he could hope for 
IbTety, he refolved to retreat as far back as polfible, 
arcnding, with the utmoft caution, any encounter with 
the enemy on equal ground j — ^for they had crofle4* 
^ river, and followed almolt at the heels of hfs 
lefreating troops. 


* • 

XXXIV. At the fame time Publius Scipio was 
forrounded with equal fears, and greater danger, 
op)!nfioned by a new enemy : this was young Mali* 
at that time an ally of the Carthaginians, af- 
terwards rendered illuftrious and powerful by the 
firiendfhip of the Romans. He, with his Numidian 
^vahy, met Publius Scipio as he approached, ha- 
railing him inceflantly night and day. Not only 
were ftragglers, who went to a diftance' from the 
camp for w'ood and forage, intercepted by him, but 
he would even i ide up to the very entrenchments ; 
and often, charging into the midft of the advance 
guards, fill eveiy quaiter with the utmoft confw^ 
fion. In the night-time alfo, by fudden attacks^ 
he frequently caufed terror and alarm at the gates, 
and on the rampat t ; nor did any place, or any 
time, aifoid the Romans lefpite from fear and 
anxiety, confined as they were within their trenches, 
and debarred from procuring every kind of neceifary, 
fuffering almoil a regular blockade ; and which they 
knew would be ftill more clofe, if Indibilis, who 
was faid'to be approaching, with feven thoufand 
five hundred Suefietanians, ftould join the Cartfaa> 
ginians. Impelled by the inextricable difficulties of 
hjis lituation, Scipio, heretofore a commander of 
known caution and prudence, adopted the ralh refo- 

lution 
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p K foIarioA of going out by night to meet Indibili^ 

V. to> fight him. Accordingly, leaving a fmall gfHvi, 
in the camp, under the command or Titus Fontei|&^ 
lieutenant general, he marched out at midnigh^ aglS, 
felling in with the enemy, began an aigagemeoXt 
The troops encountered each other in the order of 
march rather than of battle ; however, irr^;U> 
lar as the manner of fighting was, the Romans hsbd 
Ihe advantage. But on a fudden the Numidian ca> 
valry, whofe obfervation the general thought he had 
efcaped, felling on his flanks, ftruck great terror 
into the troops, and, while they had this new co]^ft 
to maintain, a third enemy fell upon them, the clar- 
thaginian generals coming up with their rear dmi|[^ 
the heat of the battle. Ihus the Romans mim 
affailed on every fide, unable to judge againft which 
enemy they might beft dire£b their united flrength, 
in order to force a paflage. While their commander 
fought, and encouraged his men, expofing hiov 
felf to every danger, he was run through the right 
fide with a lance. The party who made the a:^ 
tack on the band collected about the general, whov 
they few Scipio fall hfelefe from his horfe, bdng 
elated with joy, ran fhouting up and down thiough 
the whole line, crying out, that the Roman com- 
mander was killed , which words clearly determined 
the battle in favour of the enemy. The latter, im- 
• mediately on lohng their general, began to fly from 
the field ; but though they might have found no 
great difficulty in forcing their way through the Nu- 
midians, and the other light-armed auxiliaries, yet 
it was fcarcely poffible that they fhould efcape from 
fuch a multitude of cavalry, and of footmen who 
were nearly equal to the horfes in fpeed. Accord- 
ingly, almofl as many fell in the flight as in the 
battle, nor probably would one have furvived, had not 
the night flopped the purfuit, it being by this time 
late in the evening. 


XXXV. The 
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The Carthaginian generals were no3 BOtti^ 
nMnw% making advantage of tndr good fortune t xi^^' 
whlHitet lofing time after the battle, and fcarcely a^- 
luting' the loldiers neceflary reft, they marched n'n'al? 
y, vrith rapid hafte, to Hafdrubal, fon of Ha- * ^ 

lar, confidently aftured, that after uniting thdr 
£oit(S with his, they fhould be able to bring the war 
to a fpeedy conclufion. On their arrival at his 
camp, the warmeft congratulations paiTed between tl 
commanders and the armies, oveijoyed at their 1: 
fucceftes, in which fo great a general, with his 
whole army, had been cut off ; and they exped:ed, 
as a*"^ matter of certainty, another vidory equally 
important. Not even a rumour of this great mif- 
le had yet reached the Romans ; but there 
led among them a melancholy kind of lilence, 
suid a tacit foreboding ; fuch a prefage of impending 
evil as the mind is apt to feel when looking forward 
with anxiety. Cornelius, after the defertion of the 
aukftiaries, had nothing to difpirit him except the 
cementation which he obferved in the enemy^s 
mnce, yet was he led by conjcdures and reafoning, 
rather to entertain a fufpicion of fome difafter, than 
any favourable hopes. For how,” faid he, “ could 

** Hafdrubal and Mago, unleis decifively viftorious 
“ in their own province, bring hither their army 
** without oppoftdon ? And how could it happen, 

** that Publius had neither oppofed their march, 

** nor followed on their rear, in order that, if he 
** found it impracticable to prevent the jun&ion of 
die enemy’s armies, he might, in any cafe, unite 
jlis forces with thofe of his brother.” Dif- 
traChed with thefe perplexing thoughts, he could 
fee no other means of fafety at prefent, than by 
retreating as faft as poflible. Accordingly, in the 
night, and while the enemy, ignorant of his 
d^atture, remained quiet, he performed a march 
of confiderable length. On the return of day, the 
enemy* percdving that his army had decamped, 
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^ forward the Numidians, and fet out 
puHuit with all the expedition in thdr powei7 
fore night, the Numidians overtook them, and'lMI* 
BC siz* attacks, fometimes on the fla||^ 

* fometimes on the rear. They then begtaoU;^ 
halt, and defend themfelves: but Sctpio earm^r 
exhorted them to fight and advance at the lame 
time, left the enemy’s infimtry Ihould overtake 
^em. 


XXXVI. But as b^ this method of advandng 
at one dme, and halting at another, they fistde 
but little progrefs on their way, and as the wht 
now approached, Sdpio called in his men^mi 
colleding them in a body, drew them oi g| |§| t u. 
rifing ground, not very fafe indeed, efpeciail^j||^ 
difpirited troops, yet higher than any of the 
rounding grounds. Here the infantry, recehdlK 
the baggage and the cavalry into the centre, 'ana 
forming a circle round them, at firft rep^^, 
without difficulty, the attacks of the Numll^ 
ikirmilhers. Afterwards, the three regular armidkof 
the enemy approached with their entire force ; wfii^ 
the general faw that without fome fortification his 
men would never be able to maintain their poll j he 
therefore began to look about, and confider whe- 
ther he could by any means raife a rampart round 
it. But the hill was fo bare, and the furtace lb 
rocky, that not fo much as a bulh was t0 be 
found which could be cut for pahfadoes, nor earth 
with which to raife a mound, nor any means of 
forming a trench, or any other work ; nor wasdvay 
part of it fuch as to render it of difficult app^bacn 
or afcent, every fide rifing with a gentle acclivity* 
However, that they might place in the way of the 
enemy fume refeiublance of a rampart, thw ded 
the panniers together, and building them as it were 
on one another, formed a mound about their poll^ 
throwing on bundles of every kmd of bsggage 

3 where 
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i;ltg|fethere was a deficiency of panniers for rai&ng b O 
^inien the Carthaginian ariqjies came to the X 
they mounted the hill with perfed eafe, but ^ 
at firft fo furprifed at this ftrange appearance 
of A fortification, that they halted, notwithftanding 
thw officers every where called out, and afked them, 

« why did they flop, and not tear down and fcatter 
about that ridiculous work, fcarcely ftrong enough 
** ite flop women or children adding, that “ they 
** mow had the enemy fhut up as prifoners, and 
** hiding themfelves behind their baggage.** Such 
vroiNi their contemptuous reproofs ; but it was 
no eafy matter either to climb over, or to re- 
mote the bulky loads which lay in the way, or 

m through the panniers fo clofely compa£bed 
ried under heaps of baggage. The pack* 
agns which obflrudfed them were at length removed, 
and a paflage opened to the troops ; and the fame 
fatfbg done in ieveral parts, the camp was forced 
0||fy|l fides, while the Romans, inferior in number, 
Upl dejefted by misfortunes, were every where 
pin to the fword by the moic numerous enemy, 
a|a!ted with viftory. However, a great number of 
the foldiers fled into the woods which lay at a 
fmall diftance behind, and thence made their efcape 
to the camp of Publius Scipio, wheie Titus Fon- 
t^s, his lieutenant-general, commanded. Cneius 
Scipio, according to fome accounts, was killed on 
th^Jiill, in the firfl: aflault; according to others, 
]id';jBed into a caftle Handing near the camp ; this 
was furrounded with fire, and the doors, which were 
to» ftrong to be forced, being thus burned, they 
takenf; and all within, together with the ge- 
ilii^Ral himfelf, were put to death. Cneius Scipio 
periflied in the feventh year after his coming into 
the twenty-ninth day after the fall of his 
Their deaths caufed not greater grief at 
itome, than in every part of Spain. Nay, among 
countrymen, the lofs of the armies, the aliens^ 

tion 
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E K tion of the province, the misfortune of the ptfUity 
challenged a Ihar^ oi their forrow ; whereas^ Bpsun 
y.R,e 4 o mourned for the commanders' i^ieou 

B.clia felves, and for Cneius even more than for his 

ther, becaufe he h<id been longer in the govemmeM 
of their country, had earlier engaged thar affeCtkilB, 
and was the firfl: who gave them a fpecimen of the 
Roman juftice and moderation. 

XXXVIl. The army was now fuppofed to be 
utterly ruined, and Spam to be entirely loft, when 
one man retrieved the Roman aftairs from this defpe* 
rate condition : this was Lucius Marcius, fon of Septi* 
mus, a Roman knight, a young man of an entero^* 
ing temper, and of a capacity which would dp dl||Kt 
to a rank much iuperior to that in which he was^oBm 
Thefe very gieat talents had been improved by ^le 
difdpline of Cneius Scipio, under which he had, hi 
a courfe of many years, acquired a thorough knoRr« 
ledge of all the arts oi war. Colledting the foldu|l^ 
after their difperfton in the flight, and drafting otlM|| 
out of the garrifons he formed an army far fn^ 
contemptible, with which he joined Titus Font^l^ 
the lieutenant-general of Publius Scipio. Such 
a fuperior afcendancy was poflefled,by a Roman 
knight m the refpef); and efteem of the foldiery, 
that, after fortifying a camp on the hither fide 
of the Iberus, they determined that a commandtr 
fliould be chofen for thi two armies by 
fuffrages of the foldiers. On this, relieving 
other /ucceiTively in the guaid of the rampart* 
other polls, until every oue had given his vote, 
all concuired in conferring the chief 
Lucius Marcius. The remaining time of their 
there, which was but ftiort, was emplo; 
ftrengthenmg the camp, and colkCtmg 
the loldiers executing every order not only with 
ger^e 'mt witt < ut betraying any dejefiion whateYW# 
But when iutelligence was brought that Hafdrv4pl» 

1 <» 




'WAome.' ^ 

Gtfgo, vm coming to crufli the laft. remains BOOK 
4f|)ofidon ; that he had pafled the Iberus, and 
nfitS’dhiwing near ; and when thef law the fignal of 
iM^le difplayed by a new commander — then, recol* b!c. »ifc 
leding what captains and what forces had ufed to 
fupport their confidence when going out to fight, 
they all on a fudden burll into tears, and beat thdr 
heads. Some raifed their hands towards heaven, 
taxing the gods with cruelty ; others, prollrate on 
the ground, invoked by name each his own former 
commander: nor could their lamentations be re* 
ilrained by all the efforts of the centurions, or by 
the fbothings and expollulations of Mardus himfdir, 
wto alked them, “ why they abandoned themfelves 
** ^ womanly and unavailing tears, and did not 
*^l1dher fummon up their fierceff courage, for the 
**^mmon defence of themfelves and the common- 
** Wealth, and for avenging their flaughtered gene- 
rals?” Meanwhile, on a fudden, the fiiout and 
the found of trumpets were heard, for the enemy 
wtre by this time neat the rampart ; and now their 
g^ef being inffantly converted into rage, they haftily 
hKiitched up their arms, and, as if infti^ted by mad* 
m^s, ran to the gates, and made a furious attack on 
thp forces, who were advancing in a carelefe and 
irregular manner. This unexpeded reception imme* 
dhttely ffruck the Carthaginians with difmay : they 
wondered whence fuch a number of miemies could 
ftarted up, fince tm almoft total extin^on of 
thnl^ force; whence the vanquifhed and routed 
dinlved fuch boldnefs, fuch confidence in ^em* 
fidves ; what chief had arifen fince the death of the 
tWgilScipios ; who ihould command in their camp ; 

could have given the fignal for battle? Per* 
j^jUced and afionilhed at fo many incidents, fo unac* 
COtjlltable, they firfi: gave way ; and then, on being 
pttfted with a vigorous onfet, turned their backs: 

' now, either a dreadful havock would have been 

z made 



_ Xltv. 

J.R.540, 
S^C. 212. 


^ THE HISTORY 

gQjp'fc iMde amosn^ flying party, or the purfaers woftld 
hare fotind their^ impetuofity turn out inccmfidtt'ale 
and dangerous to themfelves, had not Mardtis 
quickly founded a retreat, and by flopping them hi 
the front, aW even holding back fome wiui his own 
hands, reprefled the fiiry of the troops. He then 
led them into the camp, with thdr rage for blood 
and daughter (till unabated. The Carthaginians at 
flrll retreated precipitately from the rampart; |^t 
when they faw that there was no purfuit, they itlia* 
gined that the others had halted through fear ; and 
then, as if holding them in contempt, they retnmed 
to their camp at an eafy pace. Gcmformable to the 
fame notion was their carelefs maimer of guaiding 
thdr works; for although the Romans weae at 
hand, yet they confidered them merely as the remain 
of the two armies vanquiihed a few days beibrot 
and, in confequence of this error, negligence pre« 
vailed among the Carthaginians in every particular. 
Marcius, having difcovered this, refolved on an ejUxt- 
prife, at firfl view rather raih thah bold; which 
was, to go and attack the enemy’s poll ; for he cott- 
fidered that it would be eafier to llorm the oamp 
of Hafdrubal while he flood (ingle, than to defend 
his own, in cafe the three generals and three arimes 
fhould again unite ; and befides, that, on one hand, 
fkould he fucceed in his attempt, he would gain 
relief from tlie diflreifes tfj^ encompaffed him, and, 
on the other, fhould he be repulfed, yet his daro^ 
to make the attack would refcue him from coa> 
tempt. 


XXXVIII. HowevOT, left the fuddennefs of die 
affair, and the apprehenfions incident to men aflhig 
by night, might difconcert an undertaking winch, 
at belt, feemed but ill fuited to his prefeat cotidi* 
tion, he judged it advifable to communicate his 
defign to the foldiers, and to animate their f{urit8. 

Accord* 
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Aceofdiiwty, bdng aflanbled, he addreffed them 
la a ^leecn to this effe£t : ** Sold^rs^ dther mf duti* 
** fill aHFedion to our late commanders, both during 
** their lives and lince thdr death, or the prefent 
** fituation of us all, might be fufEcient to convince 
" every one of you, that the command with which 
"lam invefted, though highly honourable, as the 
** gift of your judgmoit, is ftill in reality full of 
% labour and anxiety. For at the time when (only 
*^that fear benumbs the faife of grief) I fhould 
** not be fo far mafter of myfelf as to be able 
** to find any confolation for our Ioffes, I am 
" compelled iingly to ftudy the fafety of you all ; 
" a taflc moft difficult to a mind immeried in forrow ; 
** fb much fo, that while I am deviling the means of 
** preferving to our country thefe remnants of the 
** two armies, I cannot, even in thofe moments, be 
" wholly abllraded from it. For bitter remem* 
" Imince haunts me j and the two Scipios, by day 
" and by night, difquiet me with anxious cares and 
** dreams, and often awake me out of lleep. They 
" charge me, not to let them, or thdr men (your 
" felloW'foldiers, who for ei^ht years maintained in 
" this country a fuperiority m arms), or our com- 
** monwealth, remain unrevenged ; to follow thdr 
** difdpline, and thdr mamms ; and that as, during 
" thdr lives, no one was more obedient to thdr 
** commands than I ups, fo I Ihould, after their 
** death, ever deem that condud the'beft, which I 
** have moft reafon to think that they would have 
** purfued on any emergency. I could wilh, fol* 
" diers, that you, on your part, would not pay 
**'them the tribute of tears and lamentations, as 
if they were no longer in exiftence ; they who 
** live and flourifh in the fame of thdr atchieve- 
** ments ; but that, whenever the memory of them 
" recurs, you would go into battle as if you faw 
" them encouraging you, and giving you the fignal. 
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Il0 0 4^' ** Moft certainly it muft have beoi thdr ima^ piA* 
. fenting itfelf to your eyes and minds that animated 

“ you yefterday to that memorable adion, in whidt 
B^Caxa! you gave the enemies a proof that the Roman 
race had not become extind vrith the Scipios, 
** and that the ilrength and valour of that natiott» 
** which was not crufhed by the difafter at Canme, 
will ever rife fuperior to the fevereft infli£Uons of 
** fortune. Now, after you have, from the fuggef 
** tions of your own courage, braved danger urith 
fuch intrepidity, I wilh to try how much of the 
** fame bravery you will exert under the diredioa 
** of your commander : for yefterday, when I gave 
** the fignal of retreat, on fedng you purfue the 
** routed Carthaginians with precipitation, I did m>t 
** mean to break your fpirit, but to referve it for a 
** more glorious and more advantageous opportu- 
** nity; that you might afterwards, in Ihort, and 
** at a more favourable jundure, with full prepara> 
** tion, and well armed, aflail youv enemy unpre* 
“ pared, unarmed, and even buried in fieep. 

Nor, foldiers, did I conceive the hope of foot 
** an occafion ofiering, inconfiderately, and with* 
^ out reafon, but foimded it on the real ftate of 
** things. Suppofe any one ihould aik you, by 
** what means, with your fmall numbers, and after 
** fuffering a defeat, you defended your camp 
" againft numerous forces elated with victory ; you 
** would fordy give no other anfwer than that, be* 
ing from thefe very circumftances apprehenfive of 
danger, you had ftreogthened your quarters ml 
«very fide with works, and kept yourfelves ready 
** and prepared for adion. And this is always the 
' ** cafe : men are leaft fecure on that fide, where 
** their fituation removes the apprehenfion of dan* 
** gee; becaufe, wherever they think care unne* 
** cefiary, they will be there unguarded and opoi. 
There is no one thing which the enemy sit pre* 
* “ fent 
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** fent left appr^end, ilian that we, fo hUeiffOOK'' 
blockaded and aflaulted, ihoi^ld have the coni> 

^ dence to afiauit their camp. Let us dare then YvCwk* 
to do what no one will believe we dare to B^jc. ty*T 
** tmdertake: the very perfuafion of its difficulty 
** will make it eafy to us. At the third watch of 
** the night 1 will lead you thither in filence. I 
** know, certainly, that they have not a courfe of 
** watches, nor regular guards. The noife of our 
** Ihout at their gates, and the iirll attack, will carry 
** the camp. Then, while they are torpid whh 
^,‘^eep, diimayed by the fudden tumult, and for- 
prifed^ unarmed in their beds, let that carnage 
** be made, from which you were vexed at your 
being recalled yefterday. I am aware that the 
enterprife muff appear prefumptuous ; but in 
** cafes of difficulty, and when hopes are fmall, 

" the moft fpirited counfels are the lafeft ; becaufe 
“ if, in the moment of opportunity, which quickly 
** fleets away, you hefitate, even but a little, you 
** will in vain with fur it afterwards, when it is no 
•* more. They have one army in our neighbour* 

** hood, and two others at no great diilance. 

From an immediate attack we have realbn to 
** expe^ fuccefs; you have already made trial of 
** your own ftrength, and of theirs; but if we 
defer the matter, and they, on being informed 
** of our behaviour in yefterday’s irruption, ceafe 
** to look on us with contempt, it is probable that 
** all their commanders, and all their forces, will 
** unite in one body. In that cafe, can we hope to 
** be able to withftand the enemy's three generals, 

, “ and three armies, whom Cneius Scipio, with his 
army entire, could not withftand ? As our gene* 

** rals were ruined by the dividing of their forces, 
fo may the enemy, while feparate and divided, 

** be overpowered. There is no other way in 
** which we can ad with effed : let us therefore 

I 3 wait 

« 
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wait for notl^ beyond the c^portuiuty wl^ 


Cfi 


the next night will afford us. Retire now, with 
« « favour of the gods j. refreih yourfelves wifll 

** that you may, ftrong and vigoroOl^ 

** break into the camp of the enemy with the fauft 
“ fpirit with which you defended your own.” Tfa0f 
heard with joy this new plan propofed by their MNr 
general, wmch pleafed them the more, on accotMC 
of its daring boldnefs. The remainder of the day 
was employed in preparing their arms, and takhtg 
their viAuals, and the greater part of the lught was 
given to reft. At the fourth watch they wer#{a 
motion. 


XXXEC. At the diftance of fix miles beyond the 
neareft camp lay another body of Carthaginians. 
Between the two was a deep valley, thick fet with 
trees. About the middle of this wood, by a ftrata- 
gem worthy the genius of a Carthaginian, a Roman 
cohort and fome cavalry were placed in conceal- 
ment. The communication bemg thus cut off, the 
reft of the troops were led in filence to the neareft 
body of the enemy, and finding no advanced guard 
before the gates, or watches on the rampart, they 
marched in, without meeting an oppofer, as they 
would into their own camp. The charge was then 
founded, and the Ihout raifed : fome kill the affailed 
before they are quite awake, fome throw fiie on the 
huts which were covered with dry ftraw, fome feize 
the gates to ^ut off their flight. The file, the 
ihouting, and the daughter, all together, fo ftunned 
and confounded the enemy’s feules, that they nei- 
ther could hear each other, nor think of what they 
fhould do. Unarmed, they every where fell in 
among troops of aimed foes: fome haftened to the 
gates ; others, finding the paffes {hut, leaped over 
the rampart : and every one, as foon as he got out, 
fled directly towards the other camp. Thefe were 

* intercepted 
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intercepted by the cohort and cavalry, ruibing out 
Sfom their ambufh, and were all fiun to a man ; and 
(Kfen had any efcaped, the Romans, having taken 
^ nearer camp, ran forward to the other with fuch 
hafte, that no one could have arrived before 
dlMMi with the news of the difafter. At this camp, 
lay at a greater diftance from an enemy, and 
as many had gone out before day in queft of forage, 
wood, and booty, they found every thing in a uill 
more neglefted and carelefs ftate ; the weapons only 
fta^ing at the out-pofts, the men unarmed, fitting 
Ot %ing on the ground, or walking about before the 
gates and rampart. In this unguarded fituation they 
were attacked by the Romans, yet warm from the 
late fight, and dulhed with vidory. No oppofition 
therefore could be given them at the entrances; 
within, indeed, the firfi Ihout and the tumult having 
brought many together from all parts of the camp, 
a fierce confliff arofe, which would have lafted long, 
had not the fight of the blood on the Ihields of the 
Romans, difcovered to the Carthaginians the defeat 
of their other party, and (truck them with difmay. 
This panic occafioned a general flight ; every one, 
except fuch as the fword overtook, rulhing out 
wherever a palTage could be found. Thus, in one 
night and day, through the fuccefsful conduft of 
Lucius Marcius, were two of the Carthaginian 
camps taken by (form. Claudius, who tranilated 
the annals of Acilius from the Greek language into 
the Latin, affirms, that there were thirty-feven 
thoufand of the enemy killed, one thoufand dght 
hundred and thirty taken, and a vaft booty acquired ; 
among which was a filver (hield of an hundred and 
thirty-eight pounds weight, embolTed with the image 
of the Barcine Hafdrubal. Valerius Annas fays, 
that Mago’s camp only was taken, where feven 
thoufand were killed ; and that, in the other battle, 
when the Romans fallied out and fought Hafdrubal, 
ten thoufand fell, and tfiat four thoufand three hun- 

z 4 died 
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dred and tliirt]^4ere tak^. Pifo writes, that Mii|^ 
. having hfllHly ptzrfoed our troops who were I'etiwt* 

¥.JL^ 4 a thoufiuid of his men were killed in an ai^ 

bufcade. All mention the name of the commandtT' 

. , Marcius, with great honour ; and to his real gk 
they add alfo miraculous incidents ; among om^ 
that while he was haranguing his men, a flame ^ 
feen at the top of his head, without bemg felt 
him, to the great fright of the furrounding foldielA 
It is faid, that, as a monument of his viftory oju^ 
the Carthaginians, the fliield with' the imagd^ of 
Hafdrubal, ftyled the Marcian, remained in th^ 
Capitol until the burning of that temple *. 
this, hoflilities were fufpended in Spain for a kuig 
time, both parties being unwilling, after fuch feveite 
Ihocks given and received, to rilk an a^ion which 
might be wholly deftrudive to one or both. 



XL. During the time of thefe tranfadions in 
Spain, Marcellus having, after the taking of Syra.' 
cufe, adjufted the other affairs of Sicily with fuch 
integrity and good &ith as augmented not only his 
own ‘glory, but likewife the majefty of the Roman 
people, carried off to Rome the ornaments of the 
city, the ftatucs and pidures with which it abounded. 
Thefe were no doubt the fpoils of enemies, and 
acquired by the right of war, yet they fiift gave 
rife to a talte for the works of Grecian artiffs, and 
to the confequent unbounded rapacity with which all 

E laces, indiferiminately, both facred and prophane, 
ave been plundered ; and which, at laft, has been 
exercifed even againft the deities of Rome, and that 
very temple itfelf, in the firfl: inftance, which was 
decorated by Marcellus with peculiar elegance: 
for formerly, thofe which he dedicated near the 
Capuan gate were vifited by foreigners on account 

I 

* In the year of Rome 669. 
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Aar ezquifite ornaments, ofwhi^ft very fntnlT 
|u^on remains. Supplicatory embaflied“camO‘ to 
^Ppircellus from almoft every ftate in Sicily : as thdr 
were diflimilar, fo were the terms granted 
Such as dther had not revolted, or had re> 
into amity, before the redudion of Syracufe, 
^ recdved as faithful allies, and treated with 
Inefs ; while fuch as, after that event, had Tub* 
mhted through fear, being confidercd as conquered, 
ha4, terms didated to them by the victor. Still, 
bqtmver, the Romans had remaining, at Agrigen* 
tbln, fome enemies fai from contemptible — Epicyfles 
mi Hanno, who had been commanders in the late 
war« with a third and new one, fent bv Hannibal 
ia the room of Hippocrates, of a Lybuphoenician 
race, a native of Hippo, called by his countrymen ^ 
Mutines, an enterpriling man, and inilrudfed under 
no lefs a mailer than Hannibal himfelf in all the arts 
of war. To him Epicydes and Hanno affigned the 
auxiliary Numidians; with thefc he overran the 
lands of their enemies in fuch a manner, and was 
fo adlive in viliting their allies for the purpofe of fe- 
curing their fidelity, and of giving them fuccour as 
occafion required, that, in a Ihort time, he filled all 
Sicily with his fame, and was confidered as one of 
the principal fupports of the Carthagiman party. 
The Carthaginian general therefore, and tlie Svra- 
cufan, who liad hitherto remained Ihut up witliin 
the walls of Agrigentum, were induced, not only by 
the advice of Mutines, but by confidence in their 
ilrength, to venture out of the town ; and they 
pitched their camp on the bank of the river Hn-iera. 
When Marcellus was informed of this, he inllantly 
put his troops in motion, and fat down, at the dif* 
ance of about four mil^ from them, to obferve their 
motions and intentions. But Mutines left him neither 
room nor time for deliberation, for he c olT^d the 
river, and charged his advanced guards with lucla 
fury as to caufe great terror and ^ifordcr. 

day. 
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!|||D O & day, in a Uad of regular en^gement, he drove ibe 
^ 3tXV* Romans back, into thdr fortifications. He was 

called away by a mutiny of the Numidians whkfl' 
RC, 0 ia. broke out tn the camp ; and as about three hundred 0 
them had retired to a town called Heraclea of 
he went thiihei, in order to pacify and bring thM 
back. At his departure he is faid to have rect^jm 
mended earned ly to the other generals not to come 
to an engagement with the enemy during his tfb-’ 
fence. This gave much offence to both, pardculafly 
to Hanno, who was already jealous of his reputadbtl i 
** that Mutines fhould didate to him ; a mongm 
African to a Carthaginian general, commifEotted 
by the fenate and people.” He prevailed on 
Epicydes, who was difinclined to the meafure, to 
confent that they fhould crofs the river, and offer 
battle ; alleging, that if they waited for Mutines, 
and the iffue of the battle fhould prove fortunate, the 
honour would all be aferibed to him. 

XLI. Marcellus, fired with indignation at the 
thought that he, who had beaten off from Nola, 
Hannibal, when elated with his vidory at Cannae, 
fhould give way to fuch adverfaries as thefe, and 
whom he had repeatedly defeated on land and fea, 
ordered his men to take arms haftily, and march 
out to meet them. While he was arranging his 
troops, ten Numidians from the enemy’s line came 
to him at full gallop, and told him, that their coun^ 
trymen, influenced firft by the fame motive which 
eaufed the mutiny, in which three hundred of their 
number had retired to Heraclea, and fecondly, by 
feeing their own commander, at the very eve of a 
battle, fent out of the way, by officers who wiflied 
to derogate from his merit, had refolved to remain 
inadive during the fight. Contrary to the infidious 
charader of their nation, they fulfilled thdr pro* 
ipife. This added new fpirits to the Romans, for 
1 ^ intelligence' was 4 }uickly conveyed along the 
* rankk, 
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mAs» that the enemy were foriaken by thw horfe, B<|q# 
had been confidered as the moft formidable XlCr. 


|ntt of their force. At the lame time, it damped iT^p'****^ 
die courage of the Carthaginians, who, befides fee- 
sag themfelves deprived of the fupport of the prin- 
cqtal part of their ftrength, became even apprehen^ 
fiRe of being attacked by their own cavalry. There 
was therefore no great conteft : the filrft onfet de- 
cided the affair. The Numidians Hood quiet, on 
the wings, during the aflion, and when they faw 
thflir confederates turning their backs, accompanied 
only a Ihort way on their flight ; for, obferv- 
ing that all in confufion made towards Agrigentum, 
in order to avoid the hardlhips of a liege, they with- 
drew themfelves into feveral of the neighbouring 
cities. Many thoufands were killed, and many taken, 
together with eight elephants. This was the lali: 
battle fought by Marcellus in Sicily, after which he 
returned in triumph to Syracufe. The year was 
now near to a dole. The Roman fenate therefore 
decreed that Publius Cornelius, pisetor, Ihould write 
to the conluls at Capua, that while Hanmbal was at 
a great diffance, and no bulinels of moment was 
going on there, one of them Ihould, if they thought 
proper, come to Rome to eleft new magiffrates. 

On receiving the letter, the confuls fettled be- 
tween themfelves, that Claudius Ihould hold the 
eledions, and Fulvius remain at Capua. Claudius 
eleded confuls, Cneius Fulvius Centumalus, and 
Publius Sulpicius Galba, fon of Servius, who had 
not before held any curule office. Then Lucius 
Cornelius Lentulus, Marcus Cornelius Cethegus, 

Caius Sulpicius, and Caius Calpurnius Pifo were 
eleded pratois. The city jurildidion fell to Pilb, 

Sicily to ^Sulpicius, Apulia to Cethegus, and Sar- 
dinia to Lentulus. The prefent conluls were con- 
tinued in command for the ^uing year. 
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BOOK XXVI. 

Hannibal encamps upon the banks of the Anio% 

miles of Rome, Attended by two thoufand horfeti^ify^ie 
advances clofe to the Colline gate^ to take a view of ike 
walls and fttuatim of the city. On two fuccejive d^s 
the hofile armies are hindered from engaging by the fevertty 
of the weather, Capua taken by Quintus Fulvius arid 
Appius Claudius : the chief nobles die, voluntarily, by poifon, 
Quintus Fulvius, having condemned the principal fenators 
to death, at the moment they are aEiually tied to the fakes, 
receives difpaUhes from Rome, commanding him to fpare 
their lives, which he pf pones reading, until the fentence is 
executed, Publius Scipio, ofering himfelf for the fervice, 
is fent to command in Spain : takes New Carthage in one 
day, Succeffes in Sicily, Treaty of frien^ip with the 
JEtolians, War with Philip, King of Macedonia, and the 
Acarnanians, 


, BOOK 
^XXVI. 
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j^rr^iiE confuls Cneius Fulvius Centumalus and 
.1. Publius Sulpicius Galba, as foon as th^ caiiM 
into office, on the ides of March, convened the le^ 
nate in the Capitol, and propofed to their confid^^ 
tion the ftate of the commonwealth, the method ^ 
conducing the war, and the difpolition of the pro* 
vmces»and armies. Qumtus Fulvius and Appius 

Claudius, 
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Claudius, the confuls of the preceding year, were pit 
condnued in comnund ; the legions which they had XKVl. 
at prefent, were decreed to them, and an injundlion ^ .i 

was added, that they fliould not quit the fiege of g ^ ' 

Capua, until they had reduced the place. This was ‘ * . 
a p6int on which the Romans kept their attention > » 

fixed with particular folicitude, not only from re- 
fentment, for which no (late ever gave jufler caufe, 
but from the conlideration, that a city fo eminent 
and powerful, as it had, by its revolt, drawn feveral 
liases into the fame meafure, would probably, if re* 
covered, difpofe their minds to wilh for a reconci- 
liadon with the government under which they had 
fortnerly lived. Two praetors alfo, of the preceding 
year, were continued in command, Marcus Junius 
m Etruria, and Publius Sempronius in Gaul, each 
with the two legions which he then had. Marcus 
Marcellus was alfo continued, that he might, in 
quality of proconful, hnifh the remainder of the war 
in Sicily, with the army then under his command. 

Pire£Uons were given hhn, that he Ihould take the 
complement requifite for completing the numbers 
of his troops, if that Ihould be neceffary, out of the 
legions which Publius Cornelius, propraetor, com- 
manded in Sicily; conditionally, hoi\ever, that he 
fliould not choofe any foldier from among thofe 
who had been prohibited by the fenatc from le- 
cdving a difcharge, or returning home before the 
conclufion of the war. To Caius Sulpidus, whofe 
lot was the province of Sicily, were decreed the two 
legions formerly commanded by Publius Cornelius, 
and a fupply of men from the army ot Cneius 
Fulvius, which had been fhamefully defeated and 
put to flight, the year before, in Apulia. For the 
fbldters of this defeription the fenate had fixed the 
£une term of fervice as for thofe concerned at 
Cannae ; and, as a farther mark of ignominy to both, 
it was ordered, that they Ihould not relide during 
the winter in towns, nor build their winter huts 

nearer 
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B O O fi nearer to any town than ten miles. To Ludtis 
XXVI. Cornelius, in Sardima, the two legions were givoi 
which Quintus Murius had commanded ; a fun^ 
B«C.3fi! men, if rcquifite, the confuls were ordered to 
enlift. Titus Otacilius and Marcus Valerius were 
' ordered, with the fleets and legions then under 

their command, to guard the coafts of Greece and 
Sicily. On the former ftation were employed fifty 
Ihips and one legion ; on the latter, one hundred 
fhips and two legions. Twenty-three Roman le- 
gions were, this year, employed in the war on land 
and fea. 

II. In the beginning of the year, on a letter firom 
Lucius Marcius being laid before the fenate, dtett 
afiembly declared his fervices highly meritorious; 
but his afTuming a title of honour (for, unauthorifed 
either by order of the people or diredlion of Ae 
fenate, he had, in addrefHng the fenate, ftyled hilti- 
felf proprator,) gave general offence. They deemed 
it ‘‘ a precedent of pernicious tendency, that com- 
** manders fhould be chofen by the troops ; and that 
** the efiablifhed privileges of affemblies, held under 
** aufpices, fhould be transferred to a giddy foldiery, 
** in camps and provinces remote from the magif- 
trates and laws.” Several were of opinion, that 
the fenate fhould take the matter into confident 
tion ; but it was judged more expedient to defer 
any notice of it until after the departure of the mef- 
fengers who brought the letter from Marcius. It 
was agreed, that an anfwer fhould be fent to him, 
refpefting provifions and clothing for the army, &y- 
ing that the fenate would take care of both thofe mat- 
ters : but it was refolved that it fhould not be ad- 
drefied to Lucius Marcius, proprstor, left he fhould 
confider, as determined, a queftion which they had 
referved for future difcuflion. After the couriers 
were difmiffed, the firft bufinefs propofed by the 
confuls, and which was unanimoufly agreed upon, 

was. 
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ms, that application fhould be made to the plebeian BOO£ 
tribunes, to take the fimfe of the commons with X3CF1. 
all convenient fpeed, as to what perfon thejr would 
> choofe to be fent into a Spain with a commiflion to e!c.‘zu« 


Spain 

command the army lately under Cneius Scipio. The 
ti^uneswereadvifed with accordingly, and thequeftion 
jjvas publifhed for confideration : but people’s thoughts 
^oughts were wholly engroifed by a conteft on another 
fubjed : Caius Sempronius Blaefus, having inllituted a 
profecution againft Cneius Fulvius, on account of the 
ids of the army in Apulia, inveighed againft him 
continually in public harangues ; affirming that “ al> 
though many commanders had, through raftmefs 
** and unfkilfulnefs, brought their armies into fitua- 
** tions of extreme danger, yet never had any one, 
** except Cneius Fulvius, corrupted his legions with 
** every kind of vice before he expofed them to de- 
** ftrudion: fo that it might be faid, with truth, 
^ that'their ruin was effected before they had even 
** feen an enemy ; and that they were vanquiffied, 
** not by Hannibal, but by thdr own commander. 
“ No eledor could too carefully ferutinize the cha- 
“ rader of the perfon to whom he was entrufting au 
** army. What a difference between this man and 
** Tiberius Sempronius ! The latter, though the 
army committed to him conftfted of Haves, yet, 
** by proper difeipline and wife regulations, had 
** quickly improved them to fuch a degree, that, in 
** the field of battle, not one of them evinced by his 
condud either his condition or his birth ; and 
they became a lafeguard to the allies, a terror to 
** the enemy. They fnatched, as it were, out of 
** Hannibal’s grafp,and reftored to the Roman people, 
** the cities of Cumse, Beneventum, and feveral 
** others ; whereas Cneius Fulvius, having received 
** an army of Roman citizens, honourably born 
*** and liberally educated, had debauched them by 
** all the low vices of Haves, and funk them into 
** fuch a ftate of degeneracy, that they were info* 

“ lent 
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“ lent and turbulent among the allies, Ipiritleis 
** and daftardly among foesj and fo far from 
** withflanding the attack of the Carthagians, they 
“ withftood not even their Ihout. Nor, indeed, 
** was it wonderful that the foldiers did not Itand 
** their ground in battle, when their commander 
** was tne firll who fled. For his part, he i^th^ 
** wondered that any of them had fillen in th^- 
polls, and that they did not, one and all, accom* 
** pany Cneius Fulvius in his panic and flight. 

Caius Flaminius, Lucius Paullus, Lucius Poftu- 
** mius, Cndus and Publius Scipio, had chofeii ra> 
ther to fall in fight, than to abandon their tro'ops 
** in a defperate fituation. But Cneius Fulvius was 
** almofl. the only meflenger who brought to Rbhte 
** the news of his army bemg cut off. It was con> 
“ trary,” he faid, “ to every rule of honour and 
** equity, that the troops engaged at Cannae, bev 
** caufe they fled out of the field, Ihould be tratff- 
** ported into Sicily, and prohibited from returning 
** thence before the termination of the war hi Italy, 
** and that a decree, to the fame purport, Ihould 
** have been lately paffed in the cafe of thq lemons 
** under the command of Cneius Fulvius, while 
** Cndus Fulvius hknfelf, after running away from 
** a battle brought on by his own temerity, Ihould 
efcape all punifliment ; that he Ihould fpend his 
** old age where he had fpent his youth, in the 
** ftews and brothels, while his foldiers, who were 
** no otherwife culpable than in refembling their 
** commander, were call out, in a manner, intb 
** exile, condemned to a fervice of ignominy. So 
** unequal was the difpenfation of liberty at Rome 
** to the rich and to the poor ; to the man who had 
** arrived at honours, and to thofe who Hill conti« 

** nued in obfcurity.” 

III. Fulvius endeavoured to transfer the guilt 
from himfelf to the foldiers; afferting, that ** in 
4 ** confe- 
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** confequence of thdr infiftinff laolentlyon fight- BOOK 
** ing, they were led out to the field, not on the 
** fame day on \diich they defired it, becaufe it was y ^54^ 
** then evening, but on the day following, when B.'c.ai4t" 
both the time and the ground were favourable 
** to them 'f but that they were fo overawed, dther 
by the r^utation or the ftrength of the enemy, 

** that they did not make a Hand. That, in 
** the hurry of the general flight, he was carried 
** away by the crowd, as had been the cafe of 
** Varro, at the battle of Cannae, and of many other 
** generals. And how could he, by this Angle 
** refinance, ferve the caufe of the commonwealth ; 

** nnlefs, indeed, his death were confidered as a 
** remedy for the public misfortunes ? He had not 
** been brought into any dangerous fituation b^ 
want of provifions, or by want of caution ; nei- 
** ther was be, in confequence of marching un- 
** guardedly, furprifed by an ambufcade, but de- 
** feated by open force, by dint of arms, in a fw 
** engagement; nor had he the power of deter- 
“ mining the degree of courage to be exerted dther 
“ by his own men, or by the enemy : every man’s 
“ own difpolition fupplied either courage or cow- 
“ ardice.” The matter came twice to a hearing, 
and, at both times, the penalty was laid at a fine. 

At the thiid hearing, witnefles were produced; and, 
belides his being loaded with charges of the mofl: 
fcandalous nature, great numbers depofed on oath, 
that the praetor was the firft who fliewed any fymp- 
toms of fear, and began the flight ; and that the fol- 
diers, being abandoned by him, and fupjtoling that 
the general’s fears were not without grounds, fled 
likewife; on which, the anger of the people was 
inflamed to fuch a pitch, that the whole aflembly 
cried out that the profecution ought to be capital. 

On this point a new contefl arofe: for, as the 
tribune had, on two former occafions, profecuted 
the offence as finable, and at a third, propofed to 

A A profecute 
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BOOK profecute it as a capital, an appeal was made to the 
XXVI. tribunes of the commons. They declared, that 
y they could not debar their colleague from profe- 

XC.3II. ** cuting, as, by the praftice of former times, he 
“ had a right to do, dther on the written laws, or 
** the general pradice, uniil he fliould obtain judg- 
' ment, dthei of capital punifliment, or a fine» 

againft the defendant a private perfon.** Thai 
Sempronius gave notice, that he demanded judg* 
ment of treafon againfl: Cneius Fulvius ; and he made 
a requitition to the city praetor, Caius Calpurnius, 
to appoint a day for the aflembly. The accnfed 
then relied his hopes on another expedient, the pro* 
curing at his trial the fupport of his brother, Quintus 
Fulvius, who, at this time, Hood high in the public 
elleem, both on account of the merit of his paft 
fervices, and the expedation of his fpeedily redudi||r 
Capua. But Fulvius having fent a petition to this 
purpofe, couched in terms calculated to excite com- 
paifion, as in a cafe where a brother’s life was con* 
cerned, and the fenate anfwering, that his quitting 
Capua would be injurious to the public interell, 
Cneius Fulvius, at the approach of the day ap* 
pointed for the alTembly, withdrew into exile to 
Tarquinii. The commons paffed an order con* 
firming his banilhment as legal. 


IV. In the mean-time, the grand operations of 
the campaign were directed againft Capua, where, 
however, the liege was carried on, rather by a clofe 
blockade than by vigorous aflaults. This caufed 
fo great a fttmine, that the populace and the Haves 
could no longer endure it, and yet there was no 
way of fending melTengers to Hannibal, the ap* 
proaches were all fo ftridlly guarded. At length 
Numidian was found, who, taking a letter, oigaged 
to make his way with it ; and, going out by night, 
he pafted through the middle of the Roman camp. 
This encouraged the Campamans to try, while they 

had 
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had any* remains of vigour, what might be d^dle 
by^ ^klKes from all fides of the town. In many X ^ 
engagements which followed, their cavalry were 
generally fuccefsful, their infantry worfted : but the bX. 
befiegers were not nearly fo much pleafed by the ■ , 
advantages which they had gained, 3,8 mortified at 
bd^g overcome, in any particular, by an enemy 
befieged, and on the point of being taken. At 
laft the Romans adopted a method of fupplying by 
art- their deficiency in ftrength. Out of all the 
legions were felefted young men, who, from the 
powfer and lightnefs of their bodies, poffefl'ed the 
greateft agility : to thefe were given bucklers, fhorter 
than thofe of the cavalry, and to each feven javelins 
four feet long, pointed with iron^ in the fame man- 
ner as the miffile javelins now ufed by the light infen- 
trj^' The cavalry, each taking one of thefe behind 
him on his horfe, taught them, by frequent exercife, fo 
to ride, and to difmount quickly, when the fignal 
was given. As foon as, from daily praftice, they 
feeraed to perform this with fufficient expertnefs, 
they were led out into a plain, between the camp 
and the walls, againft the cavalry of the Campanians, 
who flood there in order of battle. When they 
came within a weapon’s call, thefe light footmen 
difmounted, and, forming in a moment, inftead of 
cavalry, a line of infantry' ran forward againfl the 
enemy’s horfe ; and, as they advanced, difcharged 
their javelins, one after another, with great furyj 
by the vaft number of which, thrown againfl men 
and horfes indifcriminately, very many were wounded. 

But the novelty and unexpeilednefs of fuch a pro- 
ceeding caufed flill greater fright ; and, while they 
wm« in this diforder, the cavalry made their charge, 
and drove them back evem to their gates with great 
flai^hter. Henceforward the Romans had the fupe- 
riority in the field in refpeft of both horfe and foot. 

It was then made an eflabtifhed regulation, that in 
all the legions there fhould be light infantry of this 

A A 2 fort, 
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BOOK ibrt, who are called velites. ‘We are told, Aat the 
XXVI. perfon who had advifed the mixing of footmen linih 
y cavalry was Quintus Navius, a centurion ; and 

riiat account, highly honour^ by 

the general. 

V. While afl^irs at Capua were m this flate, 
Hannibal’s judgmoit was long fufpended between 
his wifhes, on one hand, to acquire pofleiHon of the 
citadel of Tarentum, and, on the other, to retain 
Capua. At length, however, he deterimned in 
favour of the latter ; becaufe on that objeft he faw 
that the attention of all men, both friends and ene- 
mies, was fixed ; as the fate of that city would de> 
m(»iftrate what Irind of confequences were to be 
expeded from revolting from the Romans. Leaving, 
therefore, in Brutdum, the greateft part of his bajg- 
gage, and all his heavier armed troops, and felefting 
^h of the infrntry and cavalry as were bell qualiBed 
for an expeditious march, he took the route to Cam- 
pania. Notudthflanding he went with much fpeed, 
yet he was followed by thirty-three elephants. In a 
retired valley bdtind Mount Tifrta, which overhangs 
Capua, he halted ; and having, at his coming, taken 
the fort of Galada, from which he diflodged the 
garrifon by force, he prepared to a£l agrinll the 
befiegers. He fent forward to the befiegeri inform- 
arion of the time when he intended to aflault the 
Roman camp, in order that they might be in 
readinefs, and pour out at once from all the gates. 
This gave the befiegers a moil violent alarm : for, 
while he carried on his attack on one fide, all the 
Campanians, both horfe and foot, and with them 
the Carthaginian garrifon, commanded by Boftar 
and Hanno, tallied out on the other. In this dan- 
gerous fituation the Romans, left by running toge* 
ther to one part they Ihould leave any other un- 
guarded, divided their forces in this manner : Appius 

Clau^us 
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Clauc^as was oppofed to the Campanians; Fhlviiis BOOS 
to Hannibal ; Gains Nero, propraetor, with the ca> XXVI. 
valry of the fixth legion, took jpoft on the road ^ 
leading to Sueflula, and Cains Fulvius Flaccus, lieu* 
tenant'general, with the cavalry of the confedaates, 
on the fide oppofite the river Vultumus. The fight 
began with the ufual ihouting and tumuk. But, 
b^des the other noifes of men, horfes, and wea- 
pons, the multitude of Campanians, unable to bear 
arms, being fpread along the walls, rsufed fo loud 
a Ihout, accon^Minied with the clwgor of brazen 
inftruments, fuch as is commonly made in the dead 
of night on occafion of eclipfes of the moon, that 
it drew the attention even of the combatants, 
i^pius eafily repulfed the Campanians from the 
rampart. Hannibal and his Carthaginians, a more 
powerful force, prefled hard on Fulvius. There 
the fixth legion gave way to the enemy, and, on 
its being broken, a cohort of Spaniards with three 
elephants puflied ‘through to the very rampart. It 
had made an effe&ual breach in the Roman line ; 
but while flattered, on the one hand, with the hope 
of forcing into the camp, it was threatened on the 
other with being cut off* from the main body of the 
army. When Fulvius faw the daflardly behaviour 
of the legion, and the danger of the camp, he ex* 
horted Quintus Navius, and the other principal cen- 
turions, to &11 on that cohort that was fighting 
clofe to the rampart, and to cut it in pieces; he 
obferved to them, that ** the juncture v(%s critical 
“ in the laft degree ; that thefe men muit either be 
** allowed a paflage— and then they would break 
** into the camp with lefs labour than they had 
** exerted in forcing their way through a thick line 
** of troops,*— or they mull be dil'patched at the 
foot of the rampart. This would not be a mat- 
** ter of much conteft ; they were few in number, 

** and fliut out from their friends, and the very 
A A 3 “ breach. 
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^OO'E: ^ breach, wiiichj ivhiie the Romans difpa> 
rked^ was i'een in their line, would, if itiey iac^ 
Y upon the foe, prove the means of inclofmg 

attacking them on all fides at once.” Na- 
vius, on bearing thefe words of the general, took, 
from the ftandard-bearer, the ftandard of the fecdnd 
company of fpearmen, and advanced with it againd: 
the enemy, threatening to throw it into the midft of 
them if the foldiers ^d not inftantly follow him, 
and take a fhare in the fight. His perfon was very 
large, and the ftandard, raifed aloft, attraded the 
eyes of all. When he came up to the front of the 
Spaniards, fhowers of javelins were poured on him 
from all fides, almoft the whole body direOi- 
ing their attacks againft him alone; but nekha: 
the multitude of the enemies, nor the force of 
their weapons, could repel the onfet of this fingle 
combatant. 


VI. At the fame time, Marcus Atilius, a lieute* 
nant'general, caufed the ftandard of the hrft com- 
pany of principes belonging to the fame legion to 
be brought forward againft the enemy. The 
officers commanding in the camp, Lucius Pordus 
Licinus and Titus Popilius, lieutenants-general, 
fought with vigour in ‘defence of their trench^ 
and killed on the very rampart fome elephants in 
the aft of attempting to crofs it. The bodies of 
thefe filling up the ditch, as by a mound or a bridge, 
afforded a paffage to the alTailants, and a defperate 
flaughter was made here, fighting on the bodies 
of the dead elephants. On the other fide of the 
camp, the Campanians and the Carthaginian gar- 
rifon had been repulfed, and the fight was now 
maintained clofe to the gate of Captia, which opehis 
toward the city of Vulturnus. The Romans were 
hindered from forcing their way in, not fo much by the 
arms of the foldiers, as by the balliftse and fcorpioi^ 

with 
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tvidi which the gate waa furniihed; an4 whic^-l^ B^dS 
the miihle weapons they threw, kept the afTailants 
at a great diftance. The ardour of the Romans 
was, befides, checked by their commander, Ap- 
pius Claudius, being wounded ; for while he was 
encouraging his men in the van, he received a 
thrull from a javelin in the upper part of his breaft 
below the left Ihoulder. Neverthelefs a vaft number 
of the enemy was killed before the gate, and the 
reft were driven in diforder into the city. When 
Hannibal faw that the Spanifli cohort was ilain to a 
man, and that the Romans maintained the defence 
of their camp with the utmoR degree of vigour, he 
gave over the affault, and began to retreat •, making 
his line of infantry face about, and the cavalry cover 
their rear againft any attack. The legions were 
ardmtly intent on purfuing the enemy ; but Flaccus 
ordered a retreat to be founded, fuppoiing that 
enough had been done to make the Campanian, 
and Hannibal himielf,.fenrible, how little able he 
was to proted them. Some who have written ac- 
counts of this battle inform us, that there were ilain 
on that day, of Hannibal’s army, eight thoufand 
men, and three thoufand of the Campanians ; and 
that fifteen Randards were taken from the Carthagi- 
nians, eighteen from the Campanians. In other 
accounts I find that the importance of the battle was 
not by any means fo great, and that there was more 
of alarm in the cafe, than of fighting ; chat a party 
of Numidians and Spaniards, with fome elephants, 
having, by furprife, broken into the Roman camp, 

.1^ elephants going through the middle of it over- 
threw the tents with great noife, fo that the beaRs 
of burden broke their collars and ran about fright- 
ened } that to increafe the diforder a Rratagem was 
ufed, Humibal fending in fome perfons who Could 
^ak the Latin language, of whom he had many, 
giving orders, in the name of the confuls, that, as 
the campxWas loft, every man Ihould fly, as he was 

A A 4 able. 
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BOOK ablei to the nearefl: mountains ; but that die impcK 
XXVI. fition was quickly detefted, and its progrds flopped 
by a great flau^hter of the enemy, and that the ele^ 
fiUC.iii. phants were diiven out of. the camp with firebrands. 
This battle, in whatfoever manner begun and ended* 
was the lafl that was fought previous to the furrender 
of Capua. The mdixtuticus, or chief ma^ftrate 
of the Campanians, for this year, was Seppius Le> 
fius, a man of obfcure birth and fmall property. 
There is a flory, that, at a former time, when ms 
mother was, in his behalf (he being under age), ex* 
plating a prodigy which happened in the fiunily, the 
arufpex anfwored her, that the fuprerne power at 
Capua would come to that boy : on which, knowing 
no circumflance that could countenance fuch an ex* 


pe£lation, fhe replied, ** What you fay fuppofes the 
** affairs of the Campanians m a truly defperate 
** llate, when the fuprerne magiflracy is to come 
to my fon.” This expreffion, meant in derifion 
of a true predi&ion, proved itfelf true in the event ; 
for the people being ^(Ireffed by the fword and by 
famine, and deflitute of every kind of hope, thote 
who were entitled by birth to expefl the polls of 
honour, declining to accept them, Lefius, who ex- 
cLi>}>ed that Capua was deferted and betrayed by 
the nobility, obtained the poll of fuprerne magillrate, 
and was the lall Campanian who held it. 


VII. Ibnnibal, feeing that he could nather bring 
the enemy to another aigagement, nor force a 
pa&ge through their camp into Capua, and fear- 
ing, left the new confuls might cut off his fup- 
plies of provilions, determined to drop a defign in 
which he had no profpefl of fuccefs, and to remove 
from the place. To what quarter he Ihould next 
dire£l his route was then to be refolved } and, while 
he was eamellly deliberating on this head, he felt hit 
mind llrongly impelled to make an attempt on 
Rome itfelf, the grand fouree of the war : a meafure 

always 
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always ardently trilhed for, and the oiniffion of BOOK 
which, on the favourable occaiion after the battle of . \ 

Cannae, was generally cenfured by others, and not Y.R.54f. 
defend^ by himfelf. He thought that he need not B.C.3;Dt. 
d^pair of gaining pofleffion of fome part of the city 
during the panic and tumult which his unexpeded 
approach would occaiion; and that when Rome ■ 
umuld be in danger, dther both the commanders, 
or at lead one of them, would leave Capua ; and 
that, diould they divide their forces, this, by 
weakening both, would afford ather him or the 
Campanians a chance of a&tng with fuccefe. One 
coniideration made him uneafy, that, on his depar- 
ture, the Capuans might perhaps immediately fur- 
render. He therefore, by rewards, engaged a 
Numidian, who was of a difpofition to undertake 
any thing for pay, to be the bearer of a letter to 
the people, and, going into the Roman camp in 
charader of a defcrter, to pafs out privately on the 
other fide to Capua. This letter was full of encou- 
ragements to hold out : “ his departure,” he told 
them, “ would prove the means of their fafety, as it 
“ would draw away the Roman generals and armies 
“ from before Capua to the defence of Rome.” 

He exhorted them ** not to let their fpirits fink ; for 
“ by patient refolution, for a few days, they would 
“ free themfelves entirely from the fiege.” He 
then ordered all the veffels on the river Vulturnus 
to be feized, and brought up to a fort > hich he had 
before ereded for the fecurity of his camp. As foon 
as he was informed that a fufHcient number of thefe 
had been procured to carry over his troops, he led . 
them down by night to the river, provided with 
vifluals for ten days, and, before morning, they 
gained the other fide. 

VUI. That this flep was intended, Fulvius 
Flaccus bad difeovered, from deferters, before it« 
was put in execution; and had apprifed the fenate/O^ 



36a the history 

BOOK it by a letter fent to Rome, where men*s minds were 
XXVI. varic ufly aflfeded by the intelligence. At a meetii^ 
of the fenare, which was immediately convened on 
b!c.’2ii! alarn'ing emergency, Publius Cornelius, fur- 
named Afina, recommended, that all concern about 
Capua, with every* other matter, Ihould be laid afide, 
and all the gent rals and armies called home, from 
every part ot Italy, tor the defence of the capital. 
Fabins Maximus reprefented it as utterly difgracefal 
to retire Irnm Copua, and to let their fears be ex- 
cited, and their motions direfted, by every nod and 
menace of Hannibal. “ Was it credible,” he faid, 
that he, who after gaining the victory of Canns 
** had not dared to approach the city, fhould now, 
“ after being repulfc-d from Capua, conceive an 
“ expeffation of taking Rome ? His purpofe in 
“ coming was not to attack Rome, but to raife the 
“ fiege of Capua. As to Rome, Jupiter and the 
reft of the gods, witneffes of the treatife broken 
“ by Hannibal, would, with the troops then in the 
city, defend it.” I'licfc oppofite opinions were 
both rejected, and that of Publius Valerius Flaccus, 
which pointed out a middle courfe, was adopted. 
He advifed, that due attention fliouid be paid to 
both ihe affairs in queftion, and that a letter fhould be 
fent to the generals commanding at Capua, inform- 
ing them of the force then in that city, mention- 
ing that “ they thcmfelves knew what number 
“ of troops Hannibal brought with him, and how 
“ many were neceffary for carrying on the liege 
** of Capua ;” and direfting, that “ if one of tne 
“ generals and a part of the army could be fent 
“ to Rome, and, at the lame time, the liege be 
** properly carried on by the remaining troops, and 
** the other geneial ; then, that Claudius and Fulvius 
“ Ihould lettle between themlelves which Ihould 
conduct the liege of Capua, and which Ihould 
^ “ come home to defend their native city in any 
->* attack.” A decree of the fenate, to this effed, 

diaving 
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hul^ been pafled and carried to Capua^ Quintus b |Ojp %• 
ikiivius, proconful, whofe part it was to go to Rome, ^3^^* 
his colleague being indifpofed in confequence of his 
"Uroand, having felefted out of the three armies 
Ateen thoufand foot and one thoufand horfe, con* * ' . * 
^ayed them over the Vulturnus. Having learned 
with certainty that Hannibal intended to go by the 
Latine road, he difpatchfd couriers before him to 
the corporate towns on and near the Appian road, 

•Setia, Cora, and Lanuvium, with orders that the 
.people of thofe places Ihould not only have pro- 
viiions prepared for their ufe, but alfo bring them 
down to the road from the lands which lay out of 


the way; and that they flioald draw together bodies 
of foldiers into their towns, that every man might 
ftsmd forth in defence of his own ftate. 


IX. Hannibal, after palling the Vulturnus, en- 
camped for that day at a fmall diftance from the 
river. On the day following, he palfed by Gales, 
and came into the Sidicinian territory, where he 
hailed one day to lay it w'afte ; and then marched 
along the Latine way through the territories of 
Suelfa, Allifas and Cafmum. Under the walls of 
Galinum he remained encamped two ^ays, ravaging 
the country round. Proceeding thence by Interamna 
and Aquinum, he came into the Fregellan region, 
to the river Liris, where he found the bridge 
broken down by the people with delign to check 
his progrefs. On the other hand, Fulvius had met 
a delay at the Vulturnus, for Hannibal had burned 
the flaps, and he found great difficulty, in a place 
where timber was exceedingly fcarce, to procure 
rafts for tranfporting his army. But this being at 
Icaigth effiefted, the reft of his march was eafy and 
expeditious ; for, not only in the towns, but on both 
fides of the road, he was accommodated with plenty 
of provilions ; while the foldiers cheerfully exhorted 
each other to quicken their pace, in the confideration 

12 that 



364 the history 

BOOK that they were going to defeiKl thdr nadTfdqrr 
|CXY1. At Rome, a meflenger from Fregella, who W, 
Y R C4.I ftoppingi travelled a day and a night, oiufed 

B^Caii ^ mol): violent alarm; which, being augmented by 
people running up and down, and adding groundlds 
circumllances to what they had h^d, put die 
whole city into a tumultuous ferment. The lament 
tations of the women were not only heard from the 
private houfes ; but the matrons in all quarters, rufii- 
ing out into the public ftreets, ran to all the templed, 
where they fwept the alters with their dilhevelled 
hair, fell on their knees, and with hands raifed up 
towards the heavens and the gods, prayed that they 
would refcue the city of Rome from the attempts 
of its enemies, and preferve from hoftile violence 
the Roman mothers, and their little children. Tlie 
fenate remained affembled at the Forum, that the 
magiilrates there might, on any occafion, confute 
them readily. Some accepted commands of parties, 
and repaired to the feveral polls to execute their 
duties; others offered their I’ei vices wherever they, 
might be requilite. Guards were polled in the 
citadel, in the Capitol, on the walls, on the out- 
lide of the city, and likewifc oh the Alban mount, 
and in the fort of .^Efula. In the midll of this 
confufion, news arrived that Quintus Fulvius, pro* 
conful, had fet out with an army from Capua ; and 
left his authority Ihould be diminilhed by his coming 
into the city*, the fenate paffed a decree that 
Quintus Fulvius Ihould have equal power widi 
the confute. Hannibal, after ravaging the lands 
of Fregella with particular feverity, in refent- 
ment for the brealmg down the bridges, came 

^ He would have loft aU authority on coming into the dty} 
for, within the walls, a proconful had no jurifdi&ion. Whenevert 
therefore, a proconful obtained a triumph or an ovation, it was 
neceflary to procure an order of the jj^ple, invefting him with 
the authority of a magiftrate during that day. 

through ' 
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dirovi{^h the territpries of Frufino, Ferentinum, and BOOK 
Abagma, into that of Lavid ; thence purfuing his X KVI*^ 
route through Al^dum to Ttdculum, where, tong Y R^<*iu 
refufed admittance into the town, he marched to> b|c.2ii! 
wards the right, to Gabii, and brin^g down his 
army from thence into the lands 01 the Pupinian 
tribe, pitched his camp dght nules from Rome. 

In propordon as he came nearer to the dty, the 
greater was the number of its fu^tives llain by the 
Numidians, who advanced before him; and very 
many prifoners, of all ranks and ages, were takoi. 

X. During this general commotion Fulvius Flac* 
cus, with his army, entered Rome through the 
Capuan gate, and proceeded along the middle of 
the city, and through the Carinae, to the Efquiliae ; 
where, paffing out, he pitched his tents between the 
Efquiline and Colline gates. The plebeian aediles 
brought thither provifions for the troops : the con- 
fuls and fenate came into the camp, and there held 
didr confultations on the meafures requifite in the 
prefent Hate of affairs. It was then rcfolved, that 
the confuls Ihould encamp before the Colline and 
Efquiline gates ; that Caius Calpurnius, dty praetor, 

Ihould command in the Capitol and citadel; ^d 
that the fenate ihould be kept affembled, in mil 
numbers, in the Forum, as fudden exigencies might 
probably require their coniideration. Meanwhile, 
Hannibal moved his camp forward to the river 
Aaio, three miles from the city, and poilmg there 
his troops, he himfelf, with two thoufand horfemen, 
proceeded from the Colline gate as far as the temple 
of Hercules, riding about, and taking as near a 
view as he could of the fortifications and fituation of 
the city. Flaccus, affiamed of his being fuffered to 
do this, and fo much at his eafe, fent out a party of 
cavalry againit him, with orders to make thofe of 
the enemy retire into their camp. When the 
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HjOOiS began, the confuls ordered a body dt ftlbdlH 
XSirt. dian deferters, who were then on the Aveadile( td 
the number of twelve hundred), to march aerofs the 
middle of the city to the EfquilisB, judging that 
none would be better qualified to && among the 
hollows, and garden walls, and tombs, and inclofed 
roads in that quarter. Some perfons, feeing firoait 
the Capitol and citadel thefe men filing off on horlb^ 
back, on the brow of the Publician hill, cried out, 
that the Aventine was taken ; and this incideoc 
caufed fuch confufion and terror, that, if the Cas>* 
thaginian camp had not been juft at the outlide of 
the walls, the whole multitude would, in their cdn> 
fternation, have rufhed out there. As it was, they 
ran back into the houfes, and up to the roofs, from 
whence they poured down ftones and weapons on 
their own foldiers palling the ftreets, whom they 
took for enemies. Nor could the commotio]i be*'* 
fuppreffed, or the miftake reSified, fo thronged were 
the ftreets with crowds of peafants and cattle, which 
the hidden alarm had driven into the city. The 
party of Numidian cavalry were fuccefsfiil againft the 
enem]^ and drove them away. As it was neceffary 
to fupprefs in various different places the many diff 
turbances which were continually arifing on every 
flight occafion, a decree was paffed, that ail who han 
been didators, confuls, or cenfors, ftiould have ditf 
authority of magiftrates, until the foe fhould retire 
from the walls. By this means a great many tumuks^ ‘ 
which were raifed without foundation, during tbd 
remainder of that day, and the following nighty* 
were entirely crulhed. * 

XI. Next day, Hannibal, crofling the Ani4^' 
drew up his forces in order of battle; ncM* Sd 
Flaccus and the confuls decline the challenge. Whett 
the armies on both fid^ flood nearly marlhalled font 
the decilion of a conteft of fuch magnitude, whcMif' 
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Rome was to be the prize of the c<m- 
^aeaoC^ a prodigious fhower of rain, mixed with 
nail, fo grievoufly annoyed both parties, that, 
freely able to hold their arms, they retired to thdr B.C. sti^ 
oripeftive camps, not moved, in the flighted degree, 
by jUiy fear of their adverfaries. On the next day, 

Ukewife, when the armies were formed on the fame 
ground, the fame kind of dorm feparated them; 
and, as foon as they had retired, the weather became 
wonderfully ferene afid calm. This was confidered 
by die Carthaginians as portentous; and, we are 
that Hannibal was heard to lay, that fome* 

** times the will, fometimes the power of taking 
“ the city of Rome, was denied him.” His hopes 
were alfo damped ~by two other incidents; one of 
fome weight, the other trivial. The more import- 
ant was, that, while he lay with his army under the 
walls of the city of Rome, he underdood that a - 
rmnforcement of foldiers for Spain had marched out, 
with daudards borne before them. The one of lefs 
importance was, and which he learned from a pri- 
foner, that, at this very time, the ground, whereon 
his camp dood, happened to be fold, and the price 
was not in the lead lowered on that account. It 
wpeared to him fo great an infult, that a purchafer 
wuld be found at Rome for that ground which he 
adually held and poiTefl'ed by right of conqued, that 
he immediately called a crier, and ordered him to 
fet lip to fale the filverfmiths’ ihops, which at that 
thiip dood round the Roman Forum. Difeouraged 
by all thefe circumdances, he moved his ^mp to 
the river Tutia, fix miles from the city, and pro- 
ceeded thence to the grove of Feronia, where was 
atii4emple at that time, much celebrated for its 
riches; the Capenatians and other neighbouring 
dates being accudomed to bring hither the fird 
fbuits of their lands, and other offerings, according 
to thdr abilitiesi, by which means it was decorated 
\ridi abundance of gold and filver: of all thefe 

offeringl 
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jafdoiC offerings the temple was thoi defpQile4!ill^!iLw 
XXVi. HannibaPs departure, large heaps of braw 'irwe 
‘v~ZV' found in it, the foldiers having, through remorie 
for this impious proceeding, thrown in {rieces of 
' uncoined metal. That this temple was pillaged, all 
writers agree. But Coelhis afferts, that Hannittd, 
in his march towards Rome, turned afide thither 
from Eretum; and he traces his route through 
Amitemum, Cudlii, and Reate ; alleging, that, from 
Campania, he came into Samnium, thence into 
Pelignia; then, paffing near the town of Suloio, 
proceeded into the territory of the Marrudni^hs, 
thence through the lands or Alba into Marfia, and 
fo on to Amitemum, and the village of Foruli. Nor 
is this diverlity of opinion owing to people’s having 
loft, within fe fhort a period, a diftind remembrance 
of the traces of fo great an army : for, that he went 
in that track, is certain ; the only matter in doubt is, 
whether he took this route in advancing towards 
Rome, or in his return thence to Campania. 

XII. But Hannibal foewed not fuch obftinate 
perfeverance in his endeavours to raife the iiege of 
Capua, as the Romans did in. pufliing it forward : 
for, from Lucania, he haftened away into Bruttium, 
and all the way to the very ftrait and the dty of 
Rhegium, with fuch fpeed, that in conlequence <lf 
his fudden arrival he was very near taking that plisce 
by furprife. Capua, though the vigtfor of the jOinsi 
had not in the mean-time been at all relaxed, yet 
the return of Flaccus ; and it was matter of gl<^' 
wonder to the befieged, that Hannibal had not com^ 
back at the fame time. But, in difcourftng wim 
fome of the beiiegers, they foon learned, that thdj^ 
were left to themielves and abandoned ; and that die 
Carthaginians conlidered the hope of maintaining p^ 
feflion of Capua as defperate. 'I'his affliding inteulP 
goice was followed by an edid ot the proconml, piRh 
lifoed by dire^on of th^ fenate, and ipred amcmg 

the 
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that **an 7 native of Campaim vrhh 
iPpMlacaBie over before a certain da^ Ihonld b6 
** ifItpeiDnified £E>r all that was [aft.** But not one „ 
eiilM>taced thd offar, though they were not reftiained ]g 
te.fidelitj te their aflbdatea, fo much a» by their 
IpMli becaufe at the time th^ revolting they had 
eoimaitted drimes too eilormou% las they iuppofed. 

It be forgivaa. However, though none of them 
were led to d^ert by a regard to private intereft, 
yjSCtndther was any proper care taken to promote 
t|ntereft of the public. The nobility had re- 
aSttced all public bufineft, and could not be com* 
pel ted to meet in the fenate ; and he who was in the 
ol^ of chief magiftrate, was a man who had not, 
firpoi thence, derived any honour on himfelf, but 
had, from bds own worthleflhefs, ftripped the office 
of its weight and authority. Not one of the nobles 
even appeared in the Forum, or in any public place ; 
btHitept chetnfelves (hut up in their houfes, in daily 
ei^£lation of the downfall of their city, and the 
ram of their country, together with their own 
deftru^on. The adminiftration of all bufinefs had 
devolved on Boftar and Hanno, the commanders of 
die Carthaginian |[arrifon, the chief obje£t of whofe 
concern was, their own danger, not that of their 
allies. Thefe men wrote to Hannibal in terms not 
free, but harih, charging him, that “ befides 
^^^rendering Capua into the hands of the enemy, 
had absMoned them and their garrifon to the 
sard of all kinds of torture : that he had gone 
to Bruttium as if on purpofe to be out of the 
1^1^, left the city ftiould be taken in his light, 
^ms was not like the conduft of the Romans,^ 

' im not even an attack on the city of Rome 
Id draw away from the liege of Capua : fo 
dh more ftoady were Romans in ennuty, than 
tnhi^inipiis in friendlhip.** They told him, 
dpb " if he would retum to Capua, and bring hjs 
thither, bodi they and the Campanians 
. “ wouls^j 
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« vrould be ready to lally forth to his 
** They had not crolTed the Alps for the puipofe of 
waging war with the people of Rhegium, or df 
Tarentum: wherever the Roman l^ons were^ 
there ought likewife to be the Carihaginian 
** armies. In this manner fucceis had been obtained 
** at Cannae ; in this manner at the Trafimenus ; by 
uniting, by keeping thdr camp clofe to that <a 
** the enemy, by makmg trial of fortune.** Having 
written a letter to this effe&, they gave it to f(»ne 
Numidians, who had before proinifed thdr fii^ndce 
for a reward agreed on. After thefe had come into 
the camp to Flaccus as deferters, intoidlng to watch 
for an opportunity of proceeding thence, (the famine 
which had raged fo long in Capua aifordmg any one 
a colourable pretence for deferdng,) a Campanian 
woman, who had been miftrels to one of thefe, came 
unexptddedly into the camp, and informed the Ro> 
man general that the Numidians had come over with 
a treacherous defign, and were carrying a letter to 
Hannibal ; and that of this fhe was ready to convidt 
one of them, who had difclofed the matter to her. 
On being brought to an examination, he at firfl 
maintained firmly that he did not know the woman ; 
but afterwards, yielding reludantly to the force of 
truth, on feeing that the racks were called for and 
brought out, he confeiTed the fad. The letter 
produced, and a farther difcovery made of a matter 
not hiherto mentioned, that feveral other NumicUans, 
under the appearance of deferters, were ftroffihg 
about in the Roman camp. Thefe, in number idwat 
feventy, were apprehended, and, together with liie 
late deferters, beaten with rods; their hands IMKO 
then cut o^F, and they were driven back to Gapwi. 


Xni. The fight of a puoifhment fo gtkfMbls 
quite broke the fpirits of the Campanians. 
^pulace, crowding about the faiate>houfe, ttalfi- 
peUed Lefius to cul a meeting of the fenatf* and 

* openly 
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ope^y ilireatened the nobles, who, for a long time BOOK 
fiaft, nad abfented themfelves from public afTemblies, 
thati if they did not attend ■the meeting, they would y 
go round to each of their houfes, and drag them mi! 
out by force. The fear of this procured the magif- 
trate a full fenate. At this meeting, while the reft 
propofed fending ambaftadors to the Roman gene* 
rals, Vibius Virius, who had been the principal pro- 
moter of the revolt from the Romans, on being 
aiked his opinion, faid, that thofe who fpoke of 
*\ f(^ding ambaifadors, and of peace, and a iurren- 
** der, did not confider either what they themfelves 
would do, it they had the Romans in their power, 

“ or what they muft expeft to fuffer from them. 

“ What !” faid he, “ do you ima^ne that your fur- 
** render now will be of the fame kind with that, 

“ whereby, in order to obtain fupport againft the 
“ Samnites, we delivered ourfelves and all belong- 
** ing to us into the hands of tne Romans ? Have 
« you already forgotten at what feafon and in what 
« circumftances, we revolted from the Romans? 

“ Have you already forgotten how, at the time of 
this revolt, we put to death, with indignity and 
** torture, their garrifon, which might have been 
** difiniffed ? How often, and with what bitter ani- 
** mofity, we have fallied out agtunft them, fnee 
**• they began the fiege ; and even attacked their 
“ camp ? That we invited Hamiibal, in hopes of 
cruihing them ; and that we lately fent him iience 
to attack the city of Rome ? Recoiled, on the 
“ Qdier hand, the inftances of their animofity 
4igainft us ; that you may, from thence, be able 
** to eftimate what room there is for hope. When 
** there was a foreign enemy in Italy, and that ene- 
tny was Haniubal ; when war blazed m every 
‘♦•■quarter, they, negleding every other concern, 
laegledbg Hannibal himlelf, fent both their con- 
with two confular armies to attack Capua. 

** Hide two years they have kept us (but up, 

B B*2 “ fur- 
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** furrounded vdth trenches, and confuming us bv 
hunine ; although they themfelves, together vdtn 
us, undergo the extremefl: dangers, and the fe- 
** verelt labours ; often lofing many at their rampart 
and trenches, and, at laft, bemg nearly beaten 
** out of their camp. But I will not enlarge upon 
** thefe matters. To endure toils and hardihips in 
“ attacking an enemy’s city, is no new thing ; it is 
ufual. What I am going to mention, affords a 
** proof «f refentment and implacable hatred : Han- 
** nibal, with a powerful army of horfe and fbot, 
affaulted their camp, and got poffedion of a part 
of it. The greatnefs of their danger did not, 
“ in the leaft, difpofe them to drop the liege. 
“ Crolfing the Vulturnus, he laid wafte the territory 
“ of Gales with fire : fuch a fevere calamity of their 
** allies called them not away. He ordered his 
** troops to march in hoftile array to the city of 
“ Rome itfelf : this ftorm, ready to burft on thdr 
** heads, they likewife flighted. Palfing the Anio, 
** he encamped within three miles of Rome, and at 
“ laft advanced to the very walls and gates, fhewing 
“ a determination to deprive them of their city, 
** unlefs they quitted Capua. They did not quit it. 
** Wild beafls, inflamed with blind fury and rage, 
“ you may draw away to the alfiftance of their 
“ young, if you go up to their dens and cubs. As 
** to tffe Romans, not the blockade of Rome, nor 
their wives and children, whofe lamentations might 
** almolt be heard even here, not their altars, thw 
houfes, the temples of their gods, and the fe- 
** pulchres of their anceftors profaned and violaied, 
<« could draw them away from Capua ; fo keen are 
thdr wiflies to bring us to punilhment, fo eager 
** their third for our blood. And, perhaps, net 
without reafon: for we, on our parts, tAoiild 
** have done the &me, had fortune given ti9*lhe 
** power. Wherefore, fince the immortal gods hnse 
detemuned otherwife, and though 1 ougirt not 

« to' 
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** to decline death*; yet while I am firee^ while I B O O K 
“ am mailer of rayfelf, I can, by a death both X3tVI. 
“ honourable and eafy, avoid the tortures and in- 
♦* dignities which the enemy hopes to inflift on me. b!c. »ii! 

Never will 1 fee Appius Claudius and Quintus 
“ .Fulvius puffed up with the infolence of victory ; 

nor will 1 be dragged in chains through the city 
** of Rome, as a fpeflacle in their triumph, that I 
may afterwards, either in a dungeon or tied to a 
** Hake, have my back mangled with ilripes, and 
** ffibmit my neck to a Roman axe ; never will I 
** fee my native city demoliihed, and reduced to 
** alhes, nor the Campanian matrons and virgins 
“ dragged to violation. Alba, from whence they 
** themfelves fprung, they rafed from the founda- 
tion, that no monument of their extradion or 
origin might exift. Can I believe that they will 
“ fpare Capua, againff which they are more vio- 
“ lently incenled than againft Carthage? Whofo- 
« ever of you, then, are difpofed to yield to deftiny, 

“ before they become fpe^tors of fo many fcenes 
** of fuch horrid kinds, for thefe a banquet is pre- 
*« pared and ready, this day, at my houfe. When 
you fhall have indulged plentifully in food and 
** wine, the fame cup that will be given to me lhall 
** go round. That cup will fave our bodies from 
** torture, our minds from infult, our eyes and ears 
from the li^ht and hearing of all the cruelties 
** and indignities that await the conquered. There 
** will be perfons in readinefs to throw our lifelefs 
** bodies on a large pile kindled in the court-yard 
of the houfe. This way alone cpndufts us to 
death with honour and freedom. Our enemies 
** themfelves will admire our courage, and Hanni- 
** bal will be convinced, that the allies, whom he 
** deferted and betrayed, were men of determined 
V, valour,” 
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BOOK XIV. More approved of the propofal contained 
XXVI. in this fpeech of Vibius, than had refolution to 
adopt it. The greater part of the fenate, conceiving 
1.C.9IJ. that the clemency of the Roman people, often 
experienced in former difputes, might be extaided 
even to their cafe, after paffing a decree for that 
purpofe, fent ambaffadors to fui render Capua to the 
Romans. About twenty-feven fenators followed 
Vibius Virius to his houfe; where, after feafting 
with him, and, as far as they could, banifhing froth 
their minds, by vine, all feeling of the impendmg 
evil, they every one took the poifon. They then 
broke up the meeting, gave their hands, took the 
laft embrace, condoling with one another on thdr 
own fall, and that of their country. Some remained 
there, in order to be burned together on one pile, 
and the reft retired to their feveral houles. Their 


veins were filled by the vi6:uals and wine ; which 
circumftance retarded the efficacy of the poifon in 
haftening death, fo that inoft of them lingered 
through that whole night, and part of the next day ; 
however, they all expired before the gates were 
opened to the enemy. On the day following, the 
gate of Jupiter, which was oppofite to the Roman 
camp, was opened by order of the proconful, attd 
through it marched in one legion, and two confede* 
rate fquadrons, under the command of Caius Ful* 
vius, lieutenant-general. His firft care was, to have 
all the arms and weapons in the city brought to him } 
then, placing guards at all the gates, to prevent any 
one going or being conveyed out, he lecured the 
Carthaginian garrifon, and ordered the Campanian 
fenators to go into the camp to the Roman generals. 
On their arrival there, they were all immediately 
thrown into chains, and ordered to furnifh the qusef- 
toTS with an account of what gold and ftlver they 
poflefifed. The gold amounted to feventy pounds 
weight, the filver to three thoufand two hundred. 
Of the fenators, twenty-five were fait to Cales, attd 
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twe&ty>eight to Teanum, to be kept in cullody. B O OK. 
Thefe were the perfons who appear^ to have been , 

chiefly inftrumental in bringing about the revolt from 
the Romans. B.C.aii. 

XV. With refped: to the punifliment of the 
Campanian fenate, Fulvius and Claudius could by 
no means agree. Claudius was inclined to frvour 
thar fuit for pardon; the opinion of Fulvius was 
more fevere. Appius, therefore, propofed, that the 
entire determination of that matter Ihould be re- 
moved to Rome ; obferving, that it was highly rea- 
fonable that the fenate fliould have an opportunity 
of inquiring, whether they had brought any of the 
Latine confederates, or of the municipal towns, to 
take part in their defigns, and whether they had 
been aflilled by them in the war. Fulvius inflfted, 
that “ it would be to the laft degree improper, that 
** faithful allies fhould have their minds difturbed 
** by dubious imputations, and be fubjeded to in- 
** formers, who never fcruple either what they fay 
** or do. Any inquiry of that kind, therefore, he 
** was refolved to fupprefs and ftifle.” After this 
converfation they parted ; and Appius made no doubt 
t hat his colleague, though he fpoke in this deter- 
mined manner, would yet, in a cafe of luch import- 
ance, wait for letters from Rome. But Fulvius, 
apprehenfrve that his intention might be fruflirated 
by that very means, difmiffed the officers attending 
at his pavilion, and ordered the milita^ tribunes 
and praefeds of the allies to give notice to two 
thoufand chofen horfemen, to be in readinefs at the 
tlurd trumpet. With this body of horfe he fet out 
in the night for Teanum, and entering the gate at 
the firft light, proceeded flraight to the Forum. 

The arrival of the horfemen having cauied imme- 
^tely a concourfe of the people, he ordered the 
Si^cinian magiftrate to be fummoned, and com- 
manded him to bring forth the Campanians whom he 
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BOOK his cuftody. Accordingly they were all 

XXVI. brought forth, beaten with rods, and beheaded. 

From thence, he rode away at full fpeed to Gales ; 
b!c!'sii. where, when he had taken his feat on the tribunal, 
and the li£lors were binding the Campanians to the 
* Hakes, a courier, arriving in hafte from Rome, deli- 
vered him a letter from Caius Calpurnius, the pra> 
tor, and a decree of the fenate in their favour. A 
murmur immediately fpread from the tribunal 
through the whole affembly, that the cafe of the 
Campanians was referved for the cognizance of the 
fenate. Fulvius, fufpedling this to be fo, when be 
received the letter, thrufl it«unopened into his bofom, 
and commanded the crier to order the liflor to pro- 
ceed in his duty according to law. Thus thofe 
alfo who were at Cales fuffered punifhment. He 
then read the letter and the decree, when it could 
not obftiud the bulinefs already finiihed, and which 
had been hurried on leH it might be obftrudted. 
When Fulvius was rifing from his feat, Taurea 
Jubellius, a Campanian, making his way through 
the middle of the city and of the crowd, called 
on him by name. Fulvius, wondering what his 
bufinefe with l)iin might be, refumed his feat ; on 
which the other faid, ** Order me alfo to be put 
to death, that you may boall of having kiUfid 
a braver man than yourfelf.” Fulvius faid, that 
** the man had certainly loft his reafon,” and 
obferved belides, that ** if he were inclined to 
comply* with his deftre, he was now reftrained 
** by a decree of the fenate.” Jubellius on this 
exclaimed : “ Since, after feeing my country re- 
“ duced to captivity, after lofmg my friends and 
** relations, after having killed, with my own hand, 
“ my wife and children, to prevent their luffering 
any indignity, I am denied even the means of 
dying in the fame manner with thefe my coun;try- 
“ men ; let me feek from my own relblution aide- 
" liverance from this detefted life i** and then ftab- 

bing 



OF ROME. 


377 


Inng hitnfelf through the bread, vnth a fword which B *0 O K 

he had concealed under his garment, he fell lifelefs 

at the general’s feet. y.R.54». 

B.C.sif. 


XVL Becaufe not only the whole bufmefs rela- • 
(ave to the punidiment of the Campanians, but, alfo, 
mod of the other tranfa<dions, in that quarter, were 
condu£led agreeably to the Angle judgment of Flac- 
cus, fome writers affirm, that Appius Claudius died 
before the furrender of Capua. They fay, too, that 
this fame Taurea neither came voluntarily to Gales, 
nor died by his own hand ; but that, while he was, 
among the red, tied to S dake, and becaufe the ex- 
preffions which he loudly vociferated could not be 
well heard, amidd the noife of the crowd, Flaccus 
had ordered dlence to be made, and that then Tau* 
rea uttered the words before-mentioned : that “ he, 
a man of conl’ummate valour, was to be put to 
** death by one his inferior in courage !” that, on 
his faying this, the crier, by order of the proconful, 
pronounced aloud this order, ** Lid:or, apply the 
^ rods to this man of valour, and on him fird 
^ execute the law.” Some writers aflert alfo, that 
he read the decree of the fenate before he be- 
headed the prifoners *, but becaufe there was an ex- 
pieffion annexed, that “ if he judged proper, he 
** Ihould refer the bufmefs entire to the fenate,” he 
interpreted this as giving him authority to determine 
what he judged mod conducive to the public good. 
From Cales he returned to Capua, and received 
the fubmilfioii of Atella and Calatia. In thefe towns 
alfo, the perfons who had been in the manage- 
ment of adairs, were punifhed. Upon the whole, 
dghty of the principal members of the fenate were 
put to death, and about three hundred Campanian 
nobles were thrown into prifon. The red; bring 
fent into feveral of the cities of the Latine confede- 
rates to be kept in cudody, peridied by various 
means. The whole remaining multitude of Ca|Q- 

paiuan 
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BOOK panlaa .citizens were ordered to be fold. How to 
^pofe of the town and its territory remained to be 
Y R^ai! confidered : and here, many were of opinion, that a 
B.C.311. oity, fo hoftile in diifpofiticn, fo near (he Roman 
« borders, and fo formidably powerful, ought to be 
^ demolifhed. However, the confideration of imme- 
diate utility prevailed ; and, on account of the foil, 
which was well known to be endued with a fer- 
tility qualifying it for every Idnd of cultivation, 
and beyond any other in Italy, the city was pre- 
ferved, to be a kind of fettlement of hufbandmffl. 
For the purpofe of peopling the lame, all thofe of its 
former inhabitants, who hzm not become dtizens, to- 
gether with the freedmen, dealers, and tradefmen, 
were ordered to remain j the land and public 
buildings became the property of the Roman people. 
It was, however, determined, that Capua Ihould 
have no other privilege of a city, than the being in- 
habited ; no fyftem of civil polity, no aflembly of a 
fenate or commons, no magilliates. For it was 
fuppofed that a multitude, without a public coun- 
cil, without a ruling head, partidpating in no com- 
mon rights, would be incapable of forming deligns 
in concert. It was further ordained, that the ad- 
miniftration of juilice ihould be conduced by a pras- 
fed, to be fent yearly from Rome. In this manner 
were the affairs of Capua adjulled, with a policy in 
every particular commendable. Severe and fpeedy 
puniihment was inflided on the moil: guilty ; the po- 
pulace were difperfed beyond all hope of return; 
but no paHionate refentment was vented, in fire 
and devailation, on the unoffending houfes and walls. 
There was impreffed on the minds of all the allies, 
an advantageous opinion of Roman clemency in the 
fparing of tlto very celebrated and opulent dty, the 
demolition of which would have deeply afflided, not 
only all Campania, but every Hate in its neighbour- 
hood. This condud extorted alfo from the enemy 
a full acknowledgment of the power of the Romans 

to 
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to puni{h faithlefs allies ; while they were convinced BOOK 
how utterly inadequate the ability of Hannibal was to 
afford them the protedion engaged for. vp*^**^ 

XVII. The attention of the fenate being no longer * 
neceffary to the bulinefs of Capua, they decreed^ 
to Glaumus Nero fix thouf<md foot and three hun* 


dred hurfe, to be chofen by himfelf out of thofe two 
legions which he had commanded at that place ; 
with a like number of foot, and eight hundred hotfe 
of the confederate Ladnes. This army he embarked 
at Puteoli, and carried over to Spain. When the 
fleet arrived at Tarraco,*he difembarked the troops, 
hauled the Ihips on Ihore, and, to augment his num- 
bers, armed the marines ; then, marching to the 
river Iberus, and receiving the forces then with 
Htus Fonteius and Lucius Marcius, he proceeded 
towards the enemy. Hafdrubal, fon of Hamilcar, was 
at this time encamped in Aufetania, at a place called 
the Black Stones, between the towns of Illeturge 
and Metiffa — a valley furrounded by hills and woods, 
the entrances to which weie feized by Nero. In 
twder to extricate himfelf, Hafdrubal fent a meffenger 
with the wand of peace, engaging that, if he were 
allowed to depart, he would entirely evacuate Spain. 
This propofal the Roman received with joy. The 
Carthaginians then requeued, that a conference might 
be held in order to fettle, in writing, the rules to be 
obferved refpefHng the furrender of the citadels of 
the feveral towns, and the appointment of a day 
whereon the garrifons were to be withdrawn, remov- 
ing, without obftxudiion, everything that belonged 
to them. This requeft being complied with, Haf- 
drubal gave orders, that as foon as it fhould begin 
to grow dark, the part of his army lead calculated 
for expeditious movements fhould get out of the 
defile as they were able : particular care, however, 
was taken that great numbers fliould not leave it 
at once, becaufe a few were more likely both to 

pafs 
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BOOK pais in filence, and unobferved by the enemy, and 

XXVI. alfo to make their way through the narrow and diffi> 

‘ cult paths. Next day the commanders of it met $ 
whole of it was purpofely wafted by Hafilru* 
bal in fpeaking and writing abundance of thinp per- 
fectly immaterial ; and, confequently, the conrereace 
was poftponed to the next. He thus gained the 
fpace of the following night alfo, to fend out more 
of his troops, and, even the next day, did not con- 
clude the buhnefs. In this manner feveral days were 
pafted in openly debating on the conditions, and the 
nights in privately fending off the Carthaginians; 
fo that, when the greater part of his troops had got 
clear, his iincerity decreaftng along with his fears, 
he refufed to abide by what he himfelf had propoled. 
And now, almoft the whole of the infantry had nuide 
their way out of the defile, when, at the dawn of 
day, a thick fog overfpread both that and all dm 
adjacent plains; which Hafdrubal perceiving, faut 
to Nero to defer the conference until the next morn- 
ing, alleging, that this was a day on which the Car- 
thagimanswere prohibited by their religion from tranf- 
ading any ferious bufinefs. Even this raifed no 
fufpicion of deceit. Hafdrubal, having obtained the 
mdulgence he had demanded, inftantly quitted the 
camp with his cavalry and elephants ; and, without 
caufing any alarm, gained a place of fafety. About 
the fourth hour, the fog being difperfed by the fun, 
the day cleared up, and ftiewed to the Romans the 
enemy’s defected camp. Then, at laft, Nero be- 
came acquainted with Carthaginian perfidy, and 
was fo provoked at having thus been duped, that 
he fet out diredly in purfuit of the retreating 
enemy, determined to bring him to an engagement ; 
but the other eluded all his endeavours. Some 
Ikirmiihes however took place between the rear 
of the Carthaginians and the advanced guard of the 
Romans. 


XVDL 
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XVlfl. Meanwhile thofe Spanilh Hates, which, BOOK 
after the late difafter, had abandoned the caufe of ^X Vt. 
the Romans, did not return to their alliance, but no 
deters had lately deferted them. At Rome, fince Bic.aii! 
the recovery of Capua, the fenate and people gave 
not more earned; attention to the aflairs of Italy, 
dian to thofe of Spain ; they therefore determined to 
augment the army there, and to fend a general to 
command it. But it was not fo eafy to agree on the 
perfon to be fent, as it was to perceive that extra- 
ordinary care ought to be employed in the choice 
of one to be commidioned to fuch a charge, in 
which two mod: eminent commanders had fallen 
within the fpace of thirty days, and where he was 
to fupply the place of the two. Some named one, 
fbme another, until the refoludon was at lafl adopted 
of leaving it to the people in adembly, to eled a 
l^conful for Spain j and the confuls accordingly 
]^ft)claimed a day for the eledtion. It had been ex- 
pelled, at drd;, that thofe who believed themfelves 
qualified for fuch an important command, would 
become candidates ; and the f^lure of this expec- 
tation renewed the affli£lion of the 'public, for the 
fevere blot^ which they had fuHained, and for the 
goierals whom they had loH. Under this deje^on 
of mind, almoft incapable of forming a judgment 
on the Hate of things, the people, neverthelefs, on 
the day of eleftion, repaired to the field of Mars, 
where they fixed their eyes on the magiflrates, 
watching the countenances of the feveral men of 
the greatefl eminence, who only call looks of per- 
plexity one on another. And now, every one began 
writh added forrow to remark, that their affairs 
were hopelefs, and the caufe of the public fo defperate 
that no one dared to accept the command in Spain ; 
when^ on a hidden, Publius Cornelius Scipio, a fon 
of Publius, who was killed in Spain, being then 
about the age of twenty-four, went up to an emi- 

nence. 
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BOOK nence, from whence he could be feen, and dechundi 
XXVI. himfelf a candidate. The eyes of the whole adem* 
bly were inftantly turned on him, and univerfal 
B.C.f ix! clamations teftih^ hopes and prefages of profpli^ 
and fuccefs to his commiffion. Orders were givnfit 
that they Ihould immediately proceed to give thi^ 
fufiirages, whai not only every century, without 
exception, but every individual, voted, that Pub- 
lius Scipio fhould have the command in Spain. 
When the bufinefs was finilhed, and the vehemence 
and ardour of their emotions had fubfided, a fud- 
den filence enfued ; and they now began to relied 
on the ftrange manner in which they had aded, 
governing themfelves rather by partial inclination^ 
than by judgment. His early age was the prin<i> 
pal caufe of their uneafmefs : while fome at 
fame time conceived terrible apprchenfions from tbe 
fortune attending his houfe, and even from 
name. The two families he belonged to were then 
mourning ; and he was to fet out for a proving 
where he muft carry on his operations between thj^ 
tombs of his father and of his uncle. 

XIX. When he perceived that, after going throuA 
the bulinefs with fuch great alacrity of zeal, the 
people were yet impreifed with folicitude and anxiety, 
he fummon^ an alTembly ; and there enlarged on 
the fubjed of his years, on the command entrulled 
to him, and the war to be carried on •, and this he 
did with fuch magnanimity and elevation of fenti- 
ment, as to rekindle and renew the ardour which 
had fubfided, and to fill the people with greater 
confidence than either the frith repofed in any hu- 
man profrffions, or than reafon, judging from the 
moft promifing Hate of afiiurs, ufually fupplfrs. 
For Scipio was deferving of admiration, not onfy,:^ 
real virtues, but alfo for a certain judidous method 
of difpbiying them to advantage, to which hf inui 
12 been 
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beaft trained from his youth. He generally reprefented BOOK 
vUif matter, which he wiflied to carry with the mul- 
dt^ide, as recommended either by a vifion in the y.r'w*. 
ni^, or by an admonition imprefled on his nund Bic.sti* 
bjp the gods; whether owin^ to the influence of 
jbme kind of fuperflition in him, or with the deflgn 
odF bringing men to execute his orders and fchemes 
without hefitation, as if they were dife£led by the 
rel|)onfes of an oracle. To prepare their minds for 
this, he never tranfafted any bufinels, public or 
private (from the very moment of afluming the 
manly gown), without flrft gcMng to the Capitol, 
walkmg into the temple, and fitting there for fome 
time ; generally alone,^ and in fome retired fpot. 

This cuftom, which was obferved by him through 
whole courfe of his life, made feveral people 
|^?e credit to a notion which was then propa- 
either by his own contrivance or by fome 

t nown author, that he was of divine extraftion ; 
to the fable formerly told of Alexander the 
The fidtion went, that he was begotten by a 
huge ferpent ; in which form the prodigy, it was 
.^d, had been very often feen in his mother’s cham- 
ber, and bn people’s coming in, glided away fud- 
denly, and difappeared. Thae miraculous flories he 
him^f never difeouraged, but rather artfully coun- 
tenanced, Neither contradicting any thing of the 
kind, nor abfolutely affirming it. Many other re- 
mar^ble incidents in refpeCt of this youth (fome 
real, and others fictitious,) hacf procured for him a ’ 
degree of admiration furpaffing what was due to any 
human being; and thefe were the motives which 
then induced the public to intruft him, at fo unripe 
an age, with the conduCt of fo momentous a bufi- 
nefs as that to which he had afpired. • To the re- 
mains of the whole army, flill in Spain, and the 
forces carried thither from Puteoli with Claudius 
NeMik added ten thoufand foot, and one 

thoufiuid 
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thoufand horfe ; and Marcus Junius Silanus, propflf' 
tor, was fent with him, to ailift in the manageinMl 
of affairs. Thus fetting fail from Oilia, on the 
with a fleet of thirty raps, which were all quulW||^ 
remes, and coalling along the Ihore of the Tufcanftfli, 
the Alps, and the Gallic gulph ; and then doubliot, 
the promontory of Pyrene, he difembarked his fordi 
at Emporium, a city of Greeks, who came or^ 
nally from Phocma. Thence, having oidered w 
fleet to follow, he marched by land to Tarraco, ^d 
there held a convention of ail the allies ; for, on the 
news of his arrival, embaflies had poured in from 
every ftate in the province. Here he ordered the 
fliips to be laid up on fliore, after fending back fou|; 
triremes of the Maflilians, which had, out of refpei$i| 
accompanied him fiom home. He then applM 
himfelf to giving anft^ers to the embaflies or ^ 
feveral ftates, whofe minds bad been held in iw 
penfe by the fucceflion of fo many various evenw^ 
and this he performed with much dignity of fp)i^ 
refulting from a thorough confidence in his om 
abilities; but at the fame time, not one prefui& 
tuous word fell fiom him, and, in every thing wtl$^ 
he faid, there appeared at once the |^rcatelt elevadoai 
of fentiment, and the greatefl candour. 


XX. Leaving Tarraco, he vifited the feveral 
Hates of the allies, and the winter.>quarter8 of the 
army. Here he beftovted much praife on the 
foldiers, for having, after all their fufferings, in 
two fuch dreadful difafleis fucceeding one (another. 
Hill retained pofleflion of the province, not allowing 
the enemy to derive any advantage from their fuc* 
cefs, but excluding them entirely from the count 
oa the hither fide of the Iberus, and honoui 
fecuring the fafety of the Allies. Marcius he 
near himfelf, and treated with him upon ter;^ lb 
highly honourable as plainly demonflrated, tfiit Kb 
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feared nothing lefs, than that any one might edipfe BOOK 
Ms nwn glor)\ Silanus then fucceeded in the room X XVI. ^ 
oiflJfero, and the troops lately arrived went into yIrTT* 
w^ter quarters. Sdpio having, without lofs of 3*c. ati! 
timely repaired to the places where his prefence was 
reqtiifite, and finilhed the bulinefs there to be done, 
returned to Tarraco. The enemy were, by this 
rime, poffelTed with an opinion of Scipio not inferior 
to that entertained by his own countrymen and the 
allies; and they felt, moreover, a lund of fore- 
boding of what was to come, which (the lefs able 
they were to account for apprehenlions of which no 
caufe appeared) impreffed the greater dread upon 
their minds. They had gone into winter quarters 
in different parts of the country : Hafdrubal, fon of 
Offgo, at Gades, on the ocean ; Mago in the inland 
uurts, the greatefl part of his troops being ftationed 
hdWe the pafs of Caftulo; and Hafdrubal, fon of 
J^milcar, in the neighbourhood of Saguruum, on 
t^ banks of the Iberus. Tot^ards the end of that 
fqThmer wherein Capua w^ taken, and Scipio came 
i^p Spain, a Carthaginian fleet, which was called 
oyer from Sicily to Tarentum to cut off the fupplies 
df the Roman garrifon in the citadel, Ihut up, in- 
deed, every accefs to it by fea ; but, by lying there 
too long, caufed a greater fcarcity among their 
friends than among the enemy : for the quantity of 
com that could be brou;,ht into the town along the 
coafts, which were kept in awe, and through the 
ports^ which were kept open by the power of the 
Carthaginian fleet, was not equal to the confump- 
tion of the fleet itfelf, crowded as it was with a 
mixed multitude of people of every defeription ; 
and while the garrifon of the citadel, being few in 
number,' could fupport themfelvcs out of the maga- 
zipps previoufly formed without any importation, alk' 
that could be brought in was too little to anfwer 
the demands of the Tarentines and the fleet. At 

c c laft 
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BOOK laft the fleet was fent away, which gave greater 
XXVI. fatisfadKon than its coining had done, but produced 
very little rgliSf to the fcarcity; for when the 
Bic.fii! removed, no more com could ^ 

♦ brought in. 

. XXL Towards the clofe of this fummer, Marcus 
Marcellus having returned to Rome from his pro* 
vince of Sicily, the praetor, Caius Calpurnius, alfem- 
bled the fenate in the temple of. Bellona, to give 
him audience. Here, after expatiating on the fer- 
viccs which he had performed, and complaining in 
mild terms, not more on his own account than on 
that of his foldiers, that though he had completed 
all the bufinefs of the province, he had not been 
allowed tO‘ bring home the army, he requefted per- 
miflion to enter the city in triumph. This occ^ 
fioned a long debate, wherein it was urged on o^ig 
fide, that aner they had in his abfence decreed a 
fupplication and a thanklgiving to the immortal gods 
in his behalf, and for fervices happily accomplimed, 
the refufing him a triumph when he appeared to 
demand it, would imply an inconfifiency ; and, on 
the other, that, as they had decreed that he Ihould 
give up the command of the army to a fucceflbr 
(which kind of decree was never palfed, unlefs when 
war flill fubfifted in the province), there would be 
no lefs inconfifiency in voting him a triumph, as if 
the war were concluded, and while the troops, who 
could beft tellify whether he merited that honour or 
not, were in a diftant country. The matter was at 
length compromifed, with a decree that he Ihould 
enter the city in ovation. 'The plebeian tribunes, 
by direction of the fenate, propofed to the people 
the iflfuing of an order, that Marcus Marcellus fliould 

« *oy the authority of a general during the day on 
ich he fliould pals through Rome in ovation. On 
the day preceding that of his entrance, he triumphed 
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on the Alban mount ; and, in his ovation, had great BOOK 
abtindancc of fpoils borne before him into the city. XXVI. 
Together with a^model, reprefentir^ the captured city v— » 

of l^racufe, were carried in proceffion the catapultas, 
ball !tas, and eveiy other kind of engine ufed in ’ ‘ 
wrar. Likewife, the valuable ornaments colledted 
by their kings, at vaft expence, during a long con- 
tinuance of peace; abundance of wrought filver 
and* brafs furniture of various kinds, precious gar- 
ments, and a great number of remarkably fine ftatues, 
with which kind of ornaments Syracule had abounded 
as much as any of the Grecian cities. Eight ele- 
phants were alfo led in his train, as an emblem of 
hk viftory over the Carthaginians ; and what formed 
not the leaft attraftive part of the ihov'. he was pre- 
ceded by Softs the Syracufan, and Mericus the Spa- 
i&rd, with crowns of gold on their heads ; the for- 
mer of whom had guided the Romans into Syracufe 
by night, the other had delivered the ifland and its 
garrifon into their hands. To both of thefe the free- 
dom of the ftate was granted, and to each five 
hundred acres of land. The portion intended for 
Sofis was ordered to be given to him in the territory 
of Syracufe, out of the eftates which had belonged 
either to the kings or to the enemies of the Roman 
people, with any houfe that he fhould choofe of 
thofe which had belonged to perfons punilhed accord- • 
ing to the laws of w ar. Mericus, and the Spaniards 
who came over with him, were to have a city and 
lands allotted to them, in fome of thofe parts of 
Sicily w'hich had revolted from the Romans : and 
Marcus Cornelius was commiffioned to alfign thefe 
to them wherever he Ihould judge proper. Four 
hundred acres of land in the fame country were 


decreed to Belligenes, by whofe perfualions Mericu^ 
had' been prevailed on to fecede from the Cartha^P 
n&hs over to the Romans. After the departure of 
Marcellus from Sicily, a Carthaginian fleet landed 

c c 2 eight. 
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BOOK «ght tiioiifand foot and three .thoufand Nuviidum 
XXVL horfe, who were foon joined by the MurgantianSy 
and their revolt was followed by that of Hybla, and 
Y.C,*au. other cities of lels note. The Numidians,. 

' headed by Murines, making excurfions through 
every part of the ifland, wafted w'ith fire and fword 
the Luids of thofe who were in alliance with Rome. 
Befides thefe untoward circumftances, the Roman 
troops, being incenfed partly becaufe they had not 
been carried home with their commander, and partly 
becaufe. they had been forbidden to winter in towns, 
became very remifs in their duty, and wanted rather 
a leader than inclination for a mutiny. In the midft 
of thefe difficulties, the praetor, Marcus Cornelius, 
by fometimes foothing, fomerimes reproving the fob 
diers, brought them to a calmer temper, and alfo 
reduced to fubmiffion all the ftates which had 
revolted; out of which he affigned Murgantia to 
thofe Spaniards who were intitled to a city and lands 
by the fenate’s decree. 

XXII. As both the confuls were employed in the 
one province of Apulia, and as the danger to be 
apprehended from Hannibal and the Carthaginians 
was not diminiihed, they were ordered to caft lots 
for Apulia and Macedonia as their provinces. Ma- 
cedoma fell to SulfHcius, and he fucceeded in the 
room of Lxvinus. Fulvius was called to Rome to 
preftde at the eledions ; and, holding an aftembly, 
the younger Veturian century, being the firft to 
vote, named Htus Manlius Torquatus, and Htus 
Otadlius, confuls. Manlius bang prefent, a crowd 
gadtered around him to offer their congratulations, 
there being no doubt of the concurrence of the 
pet^le. Surrounded as he was by a vaft mulritudey 
lll^ent up to the conful*s tribunal, requefting pa> 
iRBon to ftty a few words, an d that the century 
which had voted might be called back. After the 

affend>ly 
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aflembly had wuted fome dme with impadence, to B 00. K 
know what he intended to require, he excufed him* XEVL . 
felf from accepting the office, on account of the y 
weaknefsof his eyes, obferving, that “it would be B^C.aii! 
“ ihamelefs prefumpdon in a pilot, or a general, 

“ who was obliged to tranfad; his own proper bud- 
“ nefs by the help of other people’s eyes, to expeA 
** that the lives and fortunes of men mould be com* 


** mitted to his charge. Wherefore, he requelled 
“ the conful to order the younger Veturian century 
“ to be called back to vote anew, and to recoiled, 
while they were eleding confuls, the war that 
** fublifleH in Italy, with toe prefent exigencies of 
** the commonwealth ; and that people's ears were 
fcarcely yet relieved from the noife and tumult 
“ railed by the enemy, when a few months ago they 
** lay clofe to the walls of Rome.” Here he was 
interrupted by the century, who one and all cried 
out that they would not alter their vote. Torquatus 
then replied, “ Should I become conful, neither lhall 
“ I be able to endure your behaviour, nor you my 
“ government: go back, then, and vote again, 
** and condder that there is a Carthaginian war fub- 
** dlling in Italy, and that the leader of your ene* 
“ mies is Hannibal.” The century then, moved 
by the authority of the man, and the murmurs of 
admiration exprefled by all around, befought Titus 
to fummon the elder Veturian century, as tliey 
wilhed to confer with perfons older than themfelve^ 
and to be direded by them in their choice of con* 
Alls. The elder Veturian century was accordingly 
fummoned, and time was allowed for the others to 
confer witlf them, apart from the crowd, in the in* 
clofure of the voters. The elders faid, that ther|| 
vrefe three proper objeds for their condderation* 
two of whom had already pafled through a full 
courfe of public honours, Quintus Fabius, and Mar* 
cus Marcellus; that if they had a particular wifh 
to eled a conful, yet untried, againft the Cartha* 
c c 3 ginians. 
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there was Marcus Valerius Lsevitius, who 
Siad concluded the war againft King Philip, both on 
g ^ land and fea, with extraordinary fuccefs. They 
Y*.R.3r r! accordingly confulted together refpcding thofe three, 
and the elders being difmilTed, the younger century 
proceeded to vote. They named as confuls Marcus 
Claudius Marcellus, whofe character then flione in 
full fplendour, in confequencc of his glorious con- 
queft of Siciiy, and Marcus Valerius, both abfent ; — 
and were followed by all the reft of the centuries. 
Men may ridicule the admirers of ancient times, 
but I lhall ever remain perfuaded, that even though 
there fhould exift a republic of philofophers, fuch 
as fpeculative men are fond of forming in imagina- 
tion, but which never was known, yet there could 
not be produced either a nobility of more folid 
judgment, and of more unambitious tempers, nor a 
populace guided by founder moral principles, than 
were thefe of whom I fpeak. That a century of 
young men Ihould wilh to confult their elders on 
the choice of a perfon to whom they were to entrud 
the government by their vote, appears indeed at 
prefent fcarcely credible ; but it is becaufe, in the 
fafliion of this age, even fons flight and difregard the 
counfel of their parents. 


XXIII. They then proceeded to the eleftion of 
praetors, and Publius Manlius Volfo, Lucius hlan> 
lius Acidinus, Caius Laetorius, and Lucius Cincius 
Alimentus, were chofen. It happened that, juft as 
the ele£lions were finiflied, an account arrived that 
Titus Otacilius, whom the people would probably 
have appointed conful, in his abfence, together with 
Titus Manlius, if the courle of the election had not 
4i>een interrupted, had died in Sicily. The games 
of Apollo had been celebrated the year before, and, 
on the propofal of the praetor, Calpurnius,' that they 
Ihould be performed this year alfo, a decree was 
made by the fenate, that they fliould be celebrated 

annually 
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annually for ever. This year feveral prodigies were B ^O, K 
feen and reported. At the temple of Concord, a ^S: VI. ^ 
Iftatue of Victory, which flood on the fummit of th^ y 
roof, being flruck by lightning, and fhaken at its B.'c.fii! 
bafe, fell and fluck among the enflgns of the god- 
defs which were on the pediment. From Anagnia 
and Fregella reports were brought, that a wall and 
fome gates were by the like means thrown down ; 
that, in the Forum of Sudertum, flreams of blood 
ran for a whole day ; that a fliower of flones fell at 
Eretum, and that at Reate a mule had produced a 
foal. Thefe prodigies were expiated with the greater 
viftims ; the people were ordered to perform a fup- 
plication, of one day’s continuance, to avert the 
wrath of the gods,' and the nine days feflival was 
folenmized. Several of the public priefts died this 
year, and new ones were appointed in their places. 

In the room of Marcus ^milius Numida, decemvir 
of religious affairs, was fubflituted Marcus ^milius 
Lepidus ; in the room of Marcus Potnponius Matho, 
pontiff, Caius Livius ; and in the room of Spurius 
Carvilius Maximus, augur, Marcus Servilius. Be- 
caufe Titus Otacilius Craffus, who was a pontiff, 
died after the conclufion of the year, there was no 
nomination of any perlon to his place. Caius Clau- 
dius, flamen of Jupiter, becaufe he had committed 
fome irregularity in the diitribution of the entrails, 
religned the office. 

XXIV. About this time Marcus Valerius Laevinus, 
after having firfl founded the difpofitions of the prin- 
cipal men in fecret conferences, came with fome light 
/hips to a council of the ^tolians, which had beat 
previoufly fummoned for this purpofe. Here, 
convince them of the flourilhing flate of the affairs 
of Italy and Sicily, he expatiated in high terms on 
the redudion of Capua, and of Syracufe, adding, 
that “ the Romans inherited, even from their earlieft 
** anceflors, a conftant difpofltion to fludy the inte- 

r; r A ** reft 
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BOOK of ; fome of whom they had ad- 

XXVL “ mitted into their ftate to equal privileges with 
** themfelves, and others were ftipported by them in 

B.C. 211* ** fituadons, that they chofe rather to be allies, 
* “ than fellow-citizens. That the JEtolians would 
“ be held by them in the higher degree of eftima- 
“ tion, on account that they would be the firft, of 
** all the nations feparated from them by the fea, 
“ who united with them in friehdlhip. That Philip 
“ and the Macedonians were troublefome neigh- 
“ hours; but that he had already broken their 
“ ftrength and fpirits, and was determined to reduce 
“ them fo low, that they Ihould not only evacuate 
“ thofe cities, of which they had forcibly deprived 
“ the .dEtolians, but (hould find Macedonia itfelf an 
“ uneafy refidence. As to the Acarnanians, whofe 
“ difmemberment from their body gave the ^tolians 
“ much concern, he engaged to replace them under 
“ the former charter of obedience to their authority 
** and jurifdiftion.” Thefe affertions and promifes 
of the Roman general, Scopas, who was then prae- 
tor of the nation, and Dorimachus, a principal man 
among the .^tolians, confirmed by their own autho- 
rity ; and therefore, w’ith the lefs referve, and greater 
affurance of gaining belief, extolled the power and 
exalted reputation of the Roman people. However, 
that which had the greateil influence was the hope of 
recovering Acarnania. The particulars were accord- 
ingly reduced to writing, on which they were to join 
in a treaty of alliance and friendflup with the Roman 
people, and a claufe was added, that ‘‘if it was 
“ agreeable to their own wifh, the Eleans and Lace- 
“ daemonians fli^uld be included on the fame terms 
“ of friendihip, and alfo Attains, Pleuratus, and 
“ Scerdilsedus.” Attains was king of Afia, the 
others of Thrace and Illyria. The terms of the treaty 
were, that “ the ^toliaiis fliould immediately com- 
“ mence war againft Philip on land : that the Romans 
“ fhould aflill them with not lefs than twenty ihips 

« nf 
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of five banks of oars : that, of all the cities that BOOK 
“ fhould be taken as £ir as Corcyra, beginning XXVI. 
** from ^tolia, the buildings of every defcription, 'y 
‘‘ together with the lands thereunto belonging, B’c.fn.* 
** Ihould be the property of the .£tolians ; ail other 
booty of what kind foever to be given up to the 
** Romans: that the Romans fhould ufe their en- 
« deavours to fecure to the ^tolians the pofleffion 
^ of Acamania : that, if the ^tolians fhould make 
** peace with Philip, an article fhouldbe inferted 
** in the treaty, declaring it valid, only on condi- 
“ tion that Philip fhould refrain from committing 
** hoftilities on the Romans, their allies, or any 
“ under their dominion : in like manner, if the Ro- 
** man people fhould form an alliance with the king, 

“ that they fhould take care not to allow him a right 
“ of making war on the JGtolians and their allies.” 

Such was the purport of the negociation entered 
into by the above>named powers, two copies of 
which were made two years after, and depufited, 
one, by the Romans, in the Capitol, and the other 
by the ^tolians, at Olympia, that thefe confecrated 
records might bear evidence of its contents. This 
delay arofe from the iEtolian ambafTadors having been 
too long detained at Rome, which however was no 
impediment to the bufmefs of the war ; for the Aito- 
lians immediately commenced hoftilities againft Philip, 
while Lsevinus attacked Zacynthus, a fmall ifland 
near the coaft of ./Etolia, which has one city of the 
fame name with itfelf. This, excepting the citadel, 
he reduced by ftorm, and taking from the Acar-. 
nanians ^niadse and Nafus, put them into the hands 
of the .£tolians. Judging that Philip was now fuf. 
liciently embroiled in war with his neighbours to 
prevent his thinking of Italy, the Carthaginians, and 
his compaft with Hannibal, he retired to Corcyra. 

XXV. Philip received the account of the defec- 
tion of the iEtolians at Pella, where he had fixed 

his 
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BOOK his refidence for the winter. As he was to move 
XXVI. his army into Greece in the beginning of the next 

Y^'cIT' determined to ftrike terror into the Illy- 

b!c.*2ii! rians, and the cities in jjiat quarter, in return for- 
the alarms which they had caufed to him, fo that 
they fhould leave Macedonia unmolefted during his 
abfence ; accordingly, he undertook a fudden expe- 
dition againil the territories of Oricum and Apollonia. 
The Apollonians who came out to meet him he 
compelled to fly with difmay into their city ; then, 
after ravaging the frontiers of Illyricum, he purfued 
his route with the fame degree of expedition into 
Pelagonia, where he took Sintia, a town belonging to 
the Dardanians, and which would have afforded them 
a paffage into Macedonia. Having finiflied this bufi^’ 
nefs with all poflible fpeed, he turned his thoughts 
to the war which he had to maintain againft the 
AEtolians and the Romans in conjundion, and 
marched down through Pelagonia, Lyncus, and 
Bottiaea into Theffaly, in hopes that many of thefe 
ftates might be prevailed upon to join him in fup- 
port of the war with the ^tolians. Leaving there- 
fore, at the narrow entrance of Theffaly, one of 
his generals, named Perfeus, with four thoufand 
foldiers, to fecure the pafs againft the ^tolians, he 
went himfelf at the head of his army, before he 
fhould be engaged by more important bufinefs, into 
Macedonia, and thence into Thrace and Maedica. 
This nation had been accuftomed, whenever they 
faw the king employed in a foreign war, and the 
kingdom left unguarded, to make mcurfions into 
Macedonia : he therefore fet about wafting the 
country about Phragandse, and laid fiege to the city 
of Jamphorina, the capital and principal fortrefs of 
Macdica. Scopas, when he learned, that the king 
had gone into Thrace, and was employed in carry- 
ing on war there, armed all the young men of 
the .^tolians, and prepared to carry hoftilities into 
Acamama. This nation, confcious of their inability 
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to oppofe hitn, feeing too that the cities ot j£niadse BOOK 
and Nafus were already loft, and that they were XX Vf. ^ 
befides threatened with an invafion by the Ro- y 
mans, formed a plan of adion didlated by paflion u.'c.'aii. 
rather than by prudence. Their wives, children, 
and all perfoiis above the age of fixty years, they 
fent away into the neighbouring ftates of Epirus: 
while all from fifteen to fixty bound themfelves 
to each other by an oath, to inarch againft the 
enemy, and not to return home unlefs vidorious ; 
framing a dreadful execration on fuch of their 
countrymen as Ihoukl receive into their city or 
houfe, or admit to their table cr fire-fide, any one 
who had given way to the toe, or quitted his poll 
in battle. They addrefied alfo a moft folemn ob- 
teftation, of the lame purport, to the ftates with 
whom they had an intercourfe ; befeecJiing, at 
the fame time, the Epirotes to inter in one com- 
mon tomb fuch of their men as ihould fall in 
battle, and to fix this epitaph over their graves ; 

HERE LIU THE ACARNANIANh, WHO DIED LIGHT- 
ING IN DEl'ENCE OF THEIR COUNTRY, AGAINST 
THE VIOLENCE AND INJUSTICE OF THE ^TOLIANS. 

With minds highly inflamed by thefe and fuch like 
means, they encamped in the extreme border of 
their country, on the fide where they expeded the 
enemy ; and, by the difpaiches w’hich they fent to 
Philip, reprefenling the great danger that threat- 
ened them, obliged him to drop the profecution of 
the defigns in w'^hich he was engaged, although 
Janiphorina had already capitulated, and all his 
affairs were in a profperous jrain. The enterprife 
intended by the JEtolians was poftpnned, firll, on 
their hearing of the; affociation eniereu into by the 
Acarnanians j and, aftt;rw<irds, on the news of Phi- 
Up’s approach, which made them even draw back 
into the interior parts of their own country. Philip, 
however, though he had haftened by long marches 
to prevent the Acarnanians being overwhelmed, yet 
(Ud not advance farther than Dios, whence, on hear- 
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BOOK ing that the JStolians had retired from Acamania, he 
XXVI. alio removed to Pella. 

B*C. ai i! X3[VL Early in the fpring Laevinus fet fail from 
Corcyra, and, doubling the cape of Leucate, came 
to Naupadum, whence he fent notice, that he was 
proceeding to Anticyra, in order that Scopas and the 
j£tolians might be there to join him. Anticyra 
Hands in Locris, on the left hand on entering the 
Corinthian gulph, and the march tb’t^her by land is 
Ihort, as is the padage by fea, from Naupadum. 
In dbout three days after this, the fiege of that town 
was commenced by the combined forces ; but the 
attack on the fide next the fea was the more diffi- 
cult to be withftood, becaufe there were on board 
the fleet engines and machines of every fort ; and, 
befides, the aflailants were Romans. In a few days, 
therefore, the city capitulated, and was given up to 
the .^tolians. The fpoil, according to compadf, 
fell to the Romans. Here Laevinus received a let- 
ter, acquainting him that he hid been declared 
conful in his abfence, and that Publiud Sulpicius 
was coming to fucceed him in the c ,mmand of the 
fleet. But he was feized by a tedious ficknefs, 
which delayed his return to Rome Ir than any 
Y.R.542. one wilhed. Marcus Marcellus, ei on the 

B.C.210. confulfhip on the ides of March, held, on the f'‘ ne 
day, a meeting of the fenate, merely for form’s 
fake, for he declared, that ** he would introduce 
“ nothing refpefUng the flate of the commonwealth, 
“ or the diftribution of the provinces, in the ab- 
** fence of his colleague. That he underllood that 
** there were great numbers of Sicilians in the neigh- 
« bourhood of the dty, at the country houfes of 
** perfons who wifhed to depreciate his charader ; 
** and, fo far was he from Hindering an open publi- 
** cation of the charges fabricated and circulated by 
, his enemies, that he would have given them in- 
** ftantly an opportunity of laying fuch charges before 

ft 
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the fenate, were it not that they pretended fome BOOS 
** kind of fear to fpeak of a conful in the abfence XXVI. 
** of his colleague. That, however, when Lasvinus 
“ arrived, he would certainly fuffer no bufinefs to be 
“ tranfafted before the Sicilians were introduced to an 
“ audience of the fensute. That Marcus Cornelius 
had made a kind of levy through all Sicily, for 
“ the purpofe of fending to Rome the greater num> 

“ ber of complaints againft him ; and that the fame 
“ perfon, with a view to injure his reputation, had, by 
“ his letters, filled the city with falfe reprefentalions 
of war dill fubfifting in Sicily.” The conful’s 
behaviour on that day made people ^conceive a good 
opinion of the moderation of his temper. He then 
adjourned the fenate, and it was expe£ted that there 
would be aimoft a total fufpenfion of every kind of 
bufinefs until the return of the other conful. Want 
ut employment, as ufual, gave occafion to various 
murmurs againft the populace : they made great 
complaint of “ the length of the war ; of the de- 
vjftation of the country by Hannibal on all fides 
of the city ; of Italy being exhaufted by levies 
“ of men, uvid of the lofs of armies happening 
.'L jft c'ery year; of confuls being now elected, 

■’ h'», bi^th oi them, had a paftlon for war ; men 
toocntf ■ and daring, who, in a time of pro- 
“■ found ere capable of exciting quarrels, 

and cht. ^ Jiere was the lefs reafon to expert 
“ thai . during the actual exiftence of hoftilities, they 
“ would allow the public time to breathe.” 

XXVII. Thefe difcourfes were interrupted by a 
fire which broke out near the Forum, in the night 
preceding the feftival of Minerva. Seven fhops, where 
five were afterwards built, and the bankin^-houfes, 
which are now called the New Banks, were in flames 
in feveral places at once. • Next, the private build- 
ings wCTe cpnfumed (for the public halls were not 
then there), with the prifon, called the Quarry, and 
the filh-market, alfo the old palace of King Numa. 

With 



THE HISTORY 


398 . 

BOOK With difEculty the temple of Vefta was faved, prin- 
^ XX VI. cipally by the aftivity of thirteen flavcs, who were 
Vrcas* 3ft®^wards purchafed for the public, and difcharged 
b!c> 210- fervitude. The fire raged during a night and 
a day. There was no doubt of its being caufed by 
human means, the flames blazing out at the fame 
moment, and at confiderable diftances. The con- 
ful, therefore, .by diredfion of tlie fenate, publilhed 
a proclamation, that whoever difeovered the perfons 
that had occafioned the fame, fuch difeoverer fhould 
receive as a reward, if a freeman, a fum of money, 
if a flave, his liberty. Induced by this, a flave, be- 
longing to the Campanian family of tl:«e Calavii, by 
name Mannus, gave information, ti:at “ his mafters, 
and five other young Campanian noblemen, whofe 
“ parents had been beheaded by Quintus Fulvius, 
“ were the perpetrators of the deed, and that they 
“ would eft'edt the like deftruftion in various places, 
“ if they were not put into confinement.” On this 
they were taken into cuftedy, as were alfo their 
Haves. At firft, they fpoke with fcorn of the in- 
former and his difeovery : they faid “ he had run 
“ away from his mafters, in confequence of having 
been chaftifed the day before with a whipping; 
“ and, in a fit of refentment and folly, had forged 
this charge, on the ground of an event merely 
** accidental.” But, when they were brought fece to- 
face with their accufer, and the inftruments of their 
villany began to be examined by torture, in the mid- 
dle of the Forum, they all confefTed their guilt ; and 
the mafters, and their Haves who were privy to the de- 
iign, were punifhed as they deferved. The informer 
received his liberty and twenty thoufand ajfes *, The 
conful, Lxvinus, as he pafled by jCapua, was fur- 
rounded by a multitude of the Campanians, who be* 
fought him, with tears, to give them permiffion tfo 
go to Rome, there to entreat the fenate to fuffer 
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themfdves 
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themfelves to be moved, at length, with compailion ; B O O K 
and not to carry refentment fo far as to their utter XX VI. ^ 
ruin, nor to let the whole race of Campanians be y 
extirpated by Quintus Flaccus. Flaccus declared, 
that ** he had no perfonal quarrel whatfoever with 
the Campanians ; a public and hoflile enmity to* 

** wardskthem he certainly had, and ihould retain 
** as long as he knew them to harbour the fame 
“ fentiments towards the Roman people. There was 
“ not on earth,” he faid, “ any race, or any ftate, 

“ that bore a more inveterate hatred to the Roman 
“ name. The reafon of his keeping them confined 
“ within the walls was, that when any of them 
“ contrived to get out, they roamed about the coun- 
“ try like wild hearts, tearing and flaying whatever 
fell in their way. Some had fled to join Hanni- 
“ bal, others had gone to fet Rome on fire, and the 
** conful would find, in the half-burnt Forum, the 
“ traces ‘of Campanian villany. An attempt had 
“ been made even on the temple of Verta, on the 
“ facred fire, and the fatal pledge * of the Roman 
** empire depofited in her fhrine. For his part, he 
« could by no means think it fafe to allow the 
“ Campanians to enter the walls of Rome.” Laevi- 
Eus, however, ordered the Campanians to follow 
him thither; having firrt made them bind them- 
felves by an oath to Flaccus, to return to Capua on 
the fifth day after receiving an anfwer from the 
fenate. Surrounded by this train, and followed alfo 
by the Sicilians and JEtolians, who came out to 
meet him, he proceeded to Rome, bringing into the 
city, as accufers of two men, whofe charaders had 

* This was the famous Palladium, faid to have been brought 
by iBneas from Troy, and preferved, with moft religious care, 
in the temple of j^efta. What it was, ( fo facredly was it kept 
from the public eye,) no one ever certainly knew : fuppoiing it, 
however, to have refembled the one ftolen by Diomede and 
Ulyffes, as mentioned by Sinon in the jEneid, then it muil have 
• hem.an image of Minerva, armed. 


been 
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ROOK been rendered illuftrious by the conqueft of two 
^ XXVI. very celebrated cities, the parties whom they had' 
YR c * vanquiflied in war. However both the confuls prt>- 
pofcd, firft, to the confideration of the fenate, the 
ftate of the commonwealth, and the difpofal of the 
provinces. 

XXVIII. Laevinus then made a report of the ftate 
of Maceddhia and Greece, of the jEtolians, Acar* 
nanians, and Locrians; and of the fervices which 
he himfelf had performed there, on land and 
fea ; acquainting them, that “ Philip, who came 
“ with an army againft the .^tolians, had been 
driven back by him into Macedonia, and had 
** retired into the interior parts of his kingdom ; 
“ and that the legion might be brought home from 
“ thence, the fleet being fufficient to prevent any 
attempt of the king upon Italy.” This part of 
the bufmefs which refpefted himlelf, and the pro- 
vince where he had commanded, he went through 
alone : the queftions relg^tive to the diftribution of 
the provinces were put by both confuls jointly. 
The fenate decreed, that “ Italy, and the war with 
” Hannibal, fhould be the province of one of th«^.^, 
“ confuls ; that the other ihould have the command'. 
“ of the fleet lately under that of Titus Otacilius ; 
** and, in conjunftion with the praetor, Lucit^ 
Cincius, the government of Sicily.” The two 
armies decreed to them were thofe then in Etru- 
ria and Gaul, conlifting of four legions. The two 
city legions of the former year were ordered to be 
fent into Etruria ; the two lately under the command 
of the conful Sulpicius into Gaul ; and Gaul, with 
thefe legions, to be governed by fuch perfon as the 
conful who had the province of Italy fhould appoint. 
Caius Calpurnius, being continued in command fof 
a year after the expiration of his praetorfhip, y^' 
fent into Etruria. Capua was appointed the proviniqe 
of Quintus Fultdus, whofe command was alfo pno* 

lonj?ed 
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longed for a year. An order was made, that the BOOS 
numbers both of the native and allied tro(^ Ihould 
be reduced, fo that out of two legions mould be 
fomied one, containing five thoufand foot and three 
hundred horfe, and that thofe men fiiould be difi> 
charged who had ferved the greatell number of 
campaigns; but that, in each legion of the allies, 
there mould be left feven thoufand foot and three 
hundred horfe ; and that, in difcharg^g the old fol- 
diers, the fame rule (hould be obferved refpedling the 
length of their femces. With regard to Cneius 
Fulvius, conful of the lafo year, no alteration was 
made, either in his province Apulia, or in the 
army under his command ; only he was continued 
another year in authority. Publius Sulpicius, his 
colleague, was ordered to dilband his whole force, 
ezc^ng the marines : as was Marcus Cornelius, as 
ibon as the conful fhould arrive in the province. 

To the praetor, Lucius Cincius, for the defence of 
^dly, were afiigned the troops of Cannae, equiva* 
lent to two legions. To the praetor, PutSlius Man- 
lius Volfo, were allotted, for the fervice of Sardinia, 
the fame number of legions which Lucius Cornelius 
had commanded in the fame province the year 
before. The confuls were ordered to raife legions 
for the city, but not to oblige any man to enliit who 
had ferved in the armies of Marcus Claudius, Mar- 
cus Valerius, or Quintus Fulvius, and the number 
of Roman legions to be employed during that year 
was fixed at twenty-one. 

XXIX. When the fenate had pafied thefe decrees, 
the confuls caft lots for the provinces. Sicily, and 
the fleet, fell to Marcellus; Italy, with the war 
againll Hannibal, to Laevinus. This decifion, as if 
S^racufe were now a fecond time taken, firuck the 
Sicilians, who flood within fight of the confuls, 
wiring till the lots were drawn, with fuch difmay, 

D n that 
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B O OK tint didr better lamentations, and mournful expref^ 
xn^. fions of grief, attra&ed the eyes of all prefent, 'lui& 

irIjr*T^ afforded afterwards much matter of difcourfe. V(k 
round to each of the fenators, dreSed ih 
mourning, and affirmmg, that they were refolved 
** to abandon, not only each his native ilate, but aH 
** Sicily, if Marcellus fhould come thither i|gaili 86 
«* governor. Formerly, when they had deferved 
** harlh treatment at his hands, he had been impl$> 
** cable in his refentment towards them; to whttt 
" lengths, then, might not his anger now carry hitn, 
** when he knew that they had come to Rome with 
** complaints againft him? Better would it be fw 
" that illand to be buried under the fires of JEtna, 
<* or funk in the fea, than to be delivered over as it 
** were to execution at the will of an aiemy/’--> 
Thefe complaints of the Sicilians, after being at fisft 
carried about to the houfes of the nobility, and cai^^ 
vafled in frequent converfations, which took tifb 
either from companion to the Sicilians, or ilhwill 64 
Marcellus, made their way ev^ into the fendt(& 
A requifition was there made to the confuls, that 4ft 
fenate fhould be confulted on an exchange of 
vinces. To this Marcellus anfwered, that ** thougi 
** the Sieilians had been already heard by the feOUli^ 
** his opinion might ftill be different ; but in ordef 
** that no one fhould be able to fay that thefe peo{d6 
“ were curbed by fear, or rellrained from uttering 
** ffieir complaints with freedom againft a man to 
“ whofe power they were foon to be fufajeSt ; in 
** the prefent date of things, if his colleague had 
** no objedion, he was ready to change pro- 
** vince/* He warmly intreated them “ not to pre^ 
** judge the dep^ding caufe by the interpofitien of 
** any decree. For fince it would be unjuft to give 
** his colleague his choice of a province wknoMl- 
“ putting it to the lot, how much greater wouM' m 
** the injuftice, nay, the indignity, if thae 




** 4it(d bf lot ^w&fe ttmsf&reA t0 the JI^QQ X 

•* tttfaieir ?’* Atcordihgly the fenate, after declstii^ 

#htt was theft wifh, without pafEng a decree, a£ 
jOuMied, and the confuls, betweefi* themfelves, illade art* 
an exchange' of provinces. Thus did fate, impend- 
ing over Marcellus, drag him, as it were, within the 
fpmre of Hannibal ^ that he who had been tlm firft 
Iroman commander who ravilhed from that general 
a 'large portion of his glory, by defeating him in 
battle, might be the laft who contributed, by hia 
ftdl, to the aggrandinement of the fame mantis rqju- 
tation ; and this at a time when the events of the 
war, in general, were particularly favourable to thd 
fide of the Romans. 


XXX. When the provinces were exchanged, the 
^dlians were introduced into the fenate, wherd 
they expatiated, in many words, on the unalterable 
attachment of King Hiero to the Roman people, 
aAmung merit from thence to themfelves and tndr 
miTOR. As to the tyrants, Htetronymus, and, after 
•^^hhn, Hippocrates and Epicydes, they themfelves 
bad ever detefted them,” they faid, “ for many 
*^'H^ons, but particularly for taking part with Han- 
**"nibal againft the Romans. For this caufe Hierd- 
*‘’tiymus was put to death by the principal young 
** men of the nation, authorifed, in a manner; 
** by the public voice. Seventy of their youths; 
** of the higheft diftin£tion, had confpired,' dnthe 
** fiune account, to kill Hippocrates and l^cydes; 

but were difappointed of the fupport which they ex- 
** peSed from Marcellus, by a delay in the bringing 
•* up'of his army to Syracufe at the time agreed on i 
** feitliat, th^ defign bang difcovered, they Wertf 
*• pnt to death by the tyrants. Even the tyriuf- 
V||ieid*ttfttipation of Ifippocrates and Epicydes Otted 
**’ifi%eglnniftg to the cruehy praftiled by Marcellus 
*‘%i tiie'lMldng of Leontini. The prirtoipl'^iw^ 
sSamed at ihiS} never teafed ifebrwktdd 
« ‘ D D 3 ** imploring 
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£00,1^ ** in^Ioring Marcellus, and promifing to deliver the 
** dty into his hands, at any time that he chofe to 

Y “ appoint ; but his wiih was to take it by aflault* 
** however, after every effort which could 

** be made on land or fea, that this was impra£ti« 
** cable, he chofe to depend on Solis, a brazier* 
** and Mericus, a Spaniard, for putting him in po(^ 
** felHon of Syracufe, rather than on the firlt 
** of the city, who had fo often, to no purpefe, 
** voluntarily made the fame offer; in order, no 
** doubt, that he might have the more plaulible 
** excufe for plundering and maflacring the oldeff 
** allies of the Roman people. If the defedion to 
** Hannibal had been the ad, not of Hieronymus, 
** but.^ the fenate and people of Syracufe ; if the 
** body of the Syracufflns, and not thar tyrants, 
** I£ppocrates and Epicydes, who held them m fub< 
** fervience to their will, had Ihut the gates s^ainft 
** Marcellus ; if they had waged war againff the 
** Roman people with the animofity of Cartlu^« 
** nians, to what greater length could Marc^his 
** have carried hoffiliues than he did; unl^ he 
u yggpQ {Q demolilh the city^ He certainly left po- 
^ thing at Syracufe except the walls and eaapty 
** houl^, while the temples were broken open and 
** pillaged, and from which the ornaments of ^ 
gods, and even the gods themfelves, had been 
** carried away. Many were ftripped of their whole 
** pofleifions, fo as not to have remaining, from the 
** wreck of their fortunes, even the naked foil, out 
** of which they might fupport themfelves and their 
** fiunilies. Wheraore they befought the Confcrii^ 
** Fathers to order relloration to be made to the 
** owners, if not of all their property, at leaft of 
** fuch part of it as could be found and claimed on 
" proof.'* When they had uttered their complaints 
in this maimer, smd were ordered by Lseviuu| to 
withdraw from the fenate-houfe, that the memi^as 
might deUberate on the of their deisapds: 

«« Ko,»* 
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No,” faid Marcellus, “ let them ftay, that I may B'OP K 
anfwer in thdr hearing, fince, Conlcript Fathers, X 3 ^. 
fuCh are the terms on which we ferve in your ‘ 
wars, that the parties, whom we conquer by our 
arms, are to become our profecutors, and two 
bides, taken this year, are to profecute thdr cap* 
fiors, Capua Fulvius, and Syracufe Marcellus.** 


XXXI. The depudes bdng brought back into 
the fenate*houfe, the conful then faid ; ** Confcript 
“ Fathers, I am not fo unmindful of the majefty of 
“ the Roman people, and of the high office with 
** which 1 am- invdted, as that I Ihould, while bear* 
** ing the dignity of a conful, appear as a defendant 
** to anfwer charges made by Greeks, if the fubje^ 
** of the prefent inquiry were merely refpefting mif- 
** conduft on my part. But the queftion is, not 
** what I have done, but rather what thofe men 
** deferved at my hands. For, if they were not our 
** enemies, I Ihould be equally blameable for mjur- 
** Ittg Syracufe now, as when Hiero was alive. But, 
** if they renounced our alliance, attacked our am* 
** bafladors with violence and arms, fhut the gates 
** df thdr city, and called in an army of Carmagi* 
** tiians to defend it againft us ; who can think it 
** unreafonable that men who committed hoftilides 
“ Ihould have fuffered them in turn ? I rejected the 
** offers of the principal Syracufans to give me pol^ 
“ felfion of the city, it is true ; I chofe rather to 
** confide, in a cafe fo important, folely in Solis, 
** and the Spaniard Mericus. You are not the 
** meanell of the Syracufans, fince you objeff mean- 
** nefs to others. Now, is there one among you, 
** who ever promifed to open the gates to me, or 
** to admit my armed troops into the city ? You 
** execrate and abhor thofe who did ; and no not, 
** even here, abftain from reviling them ; fo ^ is 
** it from bdng hiff, that yourfelves would have 
** done the fame. The low condition of the per- 

D D 3 “ ftms 
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BjQOS ^ ibnl eniployed, which thefe itiea Stake a 'mstffer 
« of reproach, {hews, Confcript Fathers, how ready 
« I was to liften to the oflFers of any man who was 
S^siei ‘‘ wiHing to exert himfelf in the fervke of ourftate; 
« Before I commenced the fiege of Syracufe, I tried 
to efief): a reftoration of tranquillity, at one time 
by fending ambaffadors, at another time, by going 
“ myfelf to treat on the fabjedl ; and, afterwards, 
** when they neither fcrupled to ofer violence to 
“ my arabaffadors, nor would give any arrfwer to 
“ myfelf in a perfonal interview with their leadem 
** at the gates, I then, after furmounting many diffi* 
culties on land and fea, at length took Syracufe 
** by force of arms. Of the confequences which 
“ befel them on the capture of their city,* they 
“ might, with more propriety, complain to Hanni* 
“ bal and the Carthaginians, and to their eompa- 
“ nions in defeat, than to the fenate of the nation 
“ which conquered the^ni. Confcript Fathers, if I 
** had intended to deny that Syracufe was plundered, 
** I would never have decorated the city of Rome 
with its fpoils. As to what I, in capacity of a 
“ conqueror, either took from individuals, or be-* 
** flowed on any, I am fully confident that I aS^^ 
“ in thofe refpefts, agreeably both to the laws of 
“ war and to the defects of each. That you ndiy 
^ thefe proceedings, Confcript Fathers, concerns the 
interefl of the' republic more than that of mine. 
My duty has been difcharged with honour ; but 
it fe of importance to the commonwealth that you: 
" do not, by refcinding my a£ls, render other ean* 
manders in future remifs. And now, Confcript 
Fathers, as you have heard both the Skilmns 
. me face to face, we will retire together ironf 

your houfe, that the fenators may, in my idsfence, 
** deliberate with the greater freedom.’* The Siet- 
lians were accordingly difmifled, and he wem away 
to the Capitol to ehlm foldiers. 

XXXn. The 
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XXXIL The other confal then required the 
determination of the fathers refpedling the demands 
of the Sicilians ; on which a long and warm debate 
enfued. A great part of the fenate, adopting an 
tqimion introduced by Titus Manlius Torquatus, 
dMlared, that in their judgment the war ought 
*5j:|to have been waged againft the tyrants, who Were 
equal enemies to the Syracufans and to the Roman 
people; that the city ought to have been reco* 
** vered by treaty, not taken by force ; and, when 
recover^, fhould have been re-ellabliflied in 
freedom under its antient laws, and not fubje£ted 
** ,to the calamities of war, after having been 
long harraffed under a wretched llavery. In the 
** opntefts between the tyrants and the Roman 
“ general, the prize propofed to the conqueror had 
** been utterly deftroyed, a city of the greateft 
beauty and fame, formerly the granary and trea> 
« fury of the Roman people ; one by whofe gene* 
“ rofity and munificence the republic had, on many 
<occalions of difficulty, and lately, in the pr^ent 
“ Carthaginian war, been affifted, honoured, and 
** adorned. If King Hiero, that molt faithful friend 
^‘i'to the interefts of the Roman empire, were to 
rife from the (hades, with what face could either 
“ Syracufe or Rome be (hewn to him? When, 
^ after beholding his native city in its plundered 
** -and half-demolifhed (bate, he (hould, on cmning 
*>.into Rome, fee, at the entrance of it, afanoft 
iiVthe very gates, the fpoUs of his own country ?’* 
A^ough thefe, and many fuch warm expieffions, 
tendSng to difparage the charader of Marcellus, and 
excite cOmpaffion for the Sicilians, were uttered by^ 
tiis members, yet the fenate, ^ough their regua 
feat. Marcellus, purfued a milder courle in formkig 
tiwir decree ; the purport of which was, that ** alt 
H);a£bs done by him in his adminiftradon of the 
war, and aft» his final fucoeis ther^V (hould:' 
tken^ed valid. In rdfped the drae to come, 
p D 4 “the 
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BOOK ** the fenate would take care of the concaras of 
KXYt. « Syracufe, and would give a charge to the conful 
“ Lsevinus, to promote the profperity of that dty, 
BiC- ato. ** as far as could be done without detriment to the 
“ commonwealth/* Two fenators were fent to the 
Capitol to delire the conful to come back to the 
fenate«houfe ; and, the Sicilians alfo being called in^ 
the decree was read. The deputies, after recdvingf 
alTurances of kindnefs, were difmilTed; and diey 
then threw thetnfelves at the feet of the conful Mar- 
cellus, befeeching him to pardon the expreffions 
which they had ufed, for the purpoie of procuring 
pity and relief of their misfortunes, and to receive 
them and the city of Syracufe into his protedion 
and patronage. The conful returned a mild anfver, 
and difinilfed them. 

XXXUI. The fenate next gave audience to the 
Campanians, who fpoke in a more piteous llrain, 
but had a more dilHcult caufe to plead ; for neither 
could’ they deny that they had deferved the punUh> 
ments inflicted, nor were there tyrants in the cafe, 
on whom they could transfer the guilt. They only 
alleged, that they had fuflered enough of punifli* 
ment, in fo many fenators being taken oflF by pmlbn, 
and fo numy by the executioner. That, of thdr 
** nobles, only a few remained alive, whom neither 
** confciou&efs of crime had driven to ads of de- 
** fpair, nor the refentment of their conqueror om- 
** demned to death : who, in behalf of themfelves 
and their, families, pray^ for liberty, and imne 
** portion of their property ; being citizens of Rome, 
« and moll of them clofely conneded there m 
** afliniues and ne^ relationflups, in confequenee 
** of the frequent intermarriages which took place 
** during a long feries of years.** Th^ were then 
ordered to withdraw, and the fenators were for fome 
time in doubt whether Quintus Fulvius Ihould not 
be called home from Capua, (for the other proemfiil, 
> Claudius, 
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Claudius, had died after the taking of the place,) B 0 O S 
in order that the matter might be difcuffed in the 
pr^ence of the commander, as had been done in’ y 
the cafe of Marcellos add the Sicilians. But after- 
wards, feeing in the houfe Marcus Atilius, and 
Maccus’s brother, Caius Fulvius, who had been 
foutenant-generals under him ; alfo Quintus Minu- 
cius, and Lucius Veturius Philo, who had held the 
fame commillion under Claudius, — men who had 
been prefent at every cranfaftion; and being un- 
willing either to recall Fulvius from Capua, or to 
delay the Campanians by an adjournment, they 
defired to hear the fentiments of Marcus Atilius 
Regulus, whom they deemed fuperior in judgment 
to any of the reft who had been at Capua ; and he 
fpoke to this effe£l: : “ I recolle£k attending the con- 
** fuls, in council, after the redudiou of Capua, 

“ when inquiry was made whether any of the Cam- 
“ panians had deferved well of our ftate ; w'hen it was 
** dHcovered that two women had done fo, Veftia 
** Oppia, a native of Atilla, reftdent in Capua, 

“ and Fancula Cluvia, formerly a courtefan; the 
** former having daily offered facrificc for the fafety 
“ and fuccefs of the Roman people, the latter hav- 
“ ing fecretly conveyed food to the ftarving pri- 
** fbners. But it was at the fame time found, that 
** the difpolition of all the reft of the Campanians 
** towards us was precifely that of the Carthaginians ; 

“ yet thofe beheaded by Fulvius were not the moft 
** criminal among them, but the moft eminent in 
** rtmk. How the fenate can determine on the cafe 
** of the Campanians, who are Roman citizens, 

**' without an order of the people, I do not fee. This 
** rule was obferved by our anceftors, in refpeft of 
" the revolted Satricans, and meafures were taken 
that Marcus Andftius, plebeian tribune, fhould 
**' firft prop(ffe, and the commons pafs, an order 
** empowering the fenate to decide finally in the 
** of that people. My opinion therefore is, 

“ that 



4t9 


THE HISTORY 


BOOK ** that application be made to the< ti^ne8 ;|rf; l^ 
** commons, that one or morse of them may grerf 
** pofe to the people an order authoriiing us to de* 
BA am ** t€fnaine concerning the Campanians/* By direcH 
tion of the fenate, Lucius Atilius, a plebeian 
bune, made the propofition| accordinf;ly in the^ 
words : Concerning all the Campanians, Atei4 

Ians, Galatians, Sabatians, who have furrendered 
“ themfelves to Fulvius, proconful, and fubmUted 
“ to the power and dominion of the Roman people^ 
“ alfo concerning whatfoever they may have giv^ 
up, whether, land, city, divine or human pro* 
“ perty ; with refpeft to all thefe things, I alk. you, 
“ Roman citizens, what you choofedhould be done’l’* 
The commons paded this order : — ** Whatfoeverihe 
fenate, being firft fworn, or the majority of its 
“ members, then prefent, may determine, that we 
“ will and order.” / 


XXXIV. In purfuance of this order of the people^ 
the fenate took the bufinefs into confideration j and, 
in the hril place, rellored to Oppia and Cluvia their 
liberty and elFefts, with .direftions, that “if they 
“ wilhed to alk any other reward from the fenate, 
“ they Ihould come to Rome.” Separate decrees 
were paffed refpeding the feveral families of the 
Campanians, all of which it would be ufelels to 
enumerate. The properties of fome were ordered 
to be confifcated ; themfelves, their wives and ChiL' 
dren to be fold, excej^ing fuch of their daughters 
as had been placed in marriage before they came 
into the power of the Roman people. Others were 
ordered to be kept in clofe confinement, and chew 
cafes to be confidered at a future time.. They .aUb 
made diftinft eftimates of the pofii^ons of others,' 
in order to determine whether they Ihoujd be fixT'* 
feited or not. They voted, that all the; cattle fi^ed, 
except the horfes ; all the Haves, except grown-up 
males; and every thing which not aj^>ertam:to 

the 
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tiMtia^ fiidnold be reftared to the owners. They 0OOfL 
ordered, that all the Campanians, Atellans, Gala- 
dans, and Sabatians, excluhve of thofe who, them- 
iMiTes or their parents, were then among the enemy, 

&oaid be free; with the reftri£Hon, that none of 
them ihoultMae capable of becoming a Roman citi- 
zen^ or a Ladne confederate ; and that none of thofe 
who had been in Capua while the gates were ihut, 
ftoyld remain beyond a certain day in the city or 
tentory thereof. They voted, that a place of habi- 
tation Ihould be alfigned to thofe people beyond the 
T&er, and not contiguous to it : that fuch as had 
Beith|!r been in Capua during the war, nor in any 
Campanian city which had revolted from the Romaii 
people, fhould be removed to the other fide of the 
river Liris, next to Rome ; and thofe who had 
come over to the Romans before Hannibal came to 
C^ua, to the hither fide of the Vulturnus : that 
tunae of them fhould have land or houfe nearer to 
the fea than fifteen* miles: that, as to thofe who 
fiiould be tranfplanted' to the farther fide of the 
Tiber, nather themfelves nor their pofterity fhould 
puechafe or poflefs property in any other place than 
in the Veiendan, Sutrian, or Nepetian territories ; 
nor Ihould any poffefs a greater extent of ground 
than fifty acres : that the property of all the fena- 
and of thofe who had held public employ- 
ments at Capua, Atella, or Calatia, fhould be fold 
‘Capua; but that the men of free condition, who 
acentding to the order pafied were likewife to be 
to fale, ihould be fent to Rome. The images 
aii&^brazen flatues, which were faid to have been 
tihKn from the enemy, whether they were facred 
Optprivate property, they left to the difpofal of the 
of pondfis. / They then difmified the Cam- 
plaiians, whofe ^flrefs and afHidion were increafed 
by thefe determinadons beyond what they had felt 
at dieir coming to Rome, and who reclaimed no 
ioBgtt againft Fidviw’a cruelty towards them, but 

agamil; 
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againll the rigorous feverity of the gods^ and didf 
own accurfed fortune. 

XXXV. After the Sicilians and Campanians vnte^ 
diftnified, a levy of troops was made ; and, as fotnt 
as that was finilhed, the bufinefs of procuring 
fupply of rowers for the fleet came under conliw 
deration. As there was ndther a fufflciency of men 
for this purpofe, nor any money, at that time, m 
the treafury to purchafe or pay them, die conflila 
publiflied an edi£):,-that private perfons fliould, as 
on former occaflons, in proportion to their fortunes 
and ftations, fupply rowers with pay and fubflft- 
ence for thirty days. This edi£t caufed fuch loud 
murmurs and fuch ill-humour among the people, 
that a leader, rather than matter, was wanting to 
produce an open infurredtion. It was faid, that 
** the confuls, after they had done with the Ski- 
** lians and Campanians, had taken the Roman 
** commons in hand, to harafs and ruin them : that, 
“ after being exhaufted by paying taxes for fo 
** many years, they had nothing left but land, and 
** that naked and wafle. Their houfes tlje enemy 
** had. burned; the flaves, who ought to till the 
** ground, the flate had taken away, fometimes 
** purchafing them for foldiers at a trifling price, 
** at others ordering them to ferve as rowers. If 
** any one had a little fllver or brafs, he was 
“ obliged to part with it to pay rowers and the 
** yearly duties. As to themfelves, no authmky, 
** no force, could comper them to give what riiey 
" had not. The confuls might fell their good^ 
** and vent their cruelty on their perfons, which 
** were all that remained : nor had they any tbffiff 
** wherewith they could even redeem or fave tii^f£ 
** felves from fuch treatment.” Thefe difeontotted 
expreflfions were, uttered not in private, but openly 
in. the Forum, and in the pr^ence of the con* 
Alls themfelves, by immenfe multitudes that flood 

around 
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u;0ii|ad them ; nor were the confuls able, dther by 9 q o £ 
reproof or confolation, to pacify them. It was at 
length determined to give them three days, to con- 

of thefe matters ; and this time they themielves 9^ 
ds^loyed in procuring information, and contriving 
the bell mode of proceeding. On the following day, 
they held a meeting of the fenate on the fubjeft of a 
fupply of rowers, and after uiing many arguments to 
fitew that the remonllrances of the commons were 
bujt reafonable, they changed the tenor of their dif- 
comde fo far as to fay, that ** this burthen, whether 
reafonable or unre^onable, mult be impofed on 
** t^ private citizens. How could the fleets be 
** ^c^envife manned, as there was no money in the 
** ;lreafury ; and, without fleets, how could Sicily be 
**^kept in obedience, Philip be kept out of Italy, or 
** the coalts of Italy proteded ?** 

XXXVI. In circumftances of fuch extreme per- 
pj^ocity deliberation was of little avail, and a kind of 
tm'por poflefled men’s faculties, until the conful Lz- 
viuus addrelfed them thus : As the magiltrates 

“ in point of dignity precede the fenate, and .the 
lenate the people, fo ought they to take the lead 
in undergoing every thing burthenfome and diifi- 
cult. When you wilh to enjoin any talk on infe- 
riors ; if you impofe the fame duty on yourfelf and 
** your connexions, you wrill find thofe inferiors the 
“ more ready to obey. Nor is an expence deemed 
hioavy, when people fee thofe of the highell ranks 
liiijte on themfelves more than their proportion 
**tiC^it. Do we wilh, then, that the Roman people 
**>|bould have a fleet, and the means of equipping 
That private citizens fliould, without mur- 
‘V^uring, fupply rowers ? Let us enforce the ediX 
nrfi on ourfelves. Let us, fenators, lodge to- 
^ morrow in the public treafury all our gold, filver, 

^,and coined brafs; each referving of the gold, 
rings fur himfelf, his wife, and children, and a 
f “ bulla 
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even, every thing on both lides hung in Aifpenie, 
and the parties retained thdr hopes unabated, and 
their fears unallayed, juft as if they were now firft 
commencing the war. 

XXXVIIL One circumftance, above all, filled 
Hannibal’s mind with the moft painful refleflions ; 
it was, that in confequence of the Romans having 
profecuted the fiege of Capua with fo much more 
determined refolution than he had exmed for its fe> 
lief, many of the ftates of Italy had concaved fimti* 
ments very unfavourable to his caufe. He found k 
impoflible to maintdn his authority over all of 
thefe by force, unleft he were to break down his 
army into a great number of fmall detachments, 
which would very ill fuit his condition at the time } 
nor could he leave the fidelity of allies open to the 
folicitations of hope, or the threatenings of fear. 
Wherefore, as his mind had from nature a ftrong 
bias to avarice and cruelty, he determined to plunder 
the places which he could not keep, and fo leave 
them to the enemy in a ftate of defoladon. This 
Icheme, fo difhonourable in its purpofe, proved 
equally fo in its confequences : for it alienated fitHn 
him the afie£tions not only of the perfons fo greatly 
aggrieved, but likewife of all the reft ; this fperaaaen 
of his chara&er extending its infiuence far beyond 
the numbers involved in the calamity. The Roman 
conful at the fame time was not remils in makh^ 
trials of the difpofidon of every city where any 
profped of fuccefs appeared. In Salapia there were 
two leading men, Dafius and Blafius : the former 
was a friend to Hannibal; the latter, as isur as 
he could with fafety, favoured the intereft of the 
Romans, and, by means of fecret emifiaries, bad 
12 given 
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given Marcellus hopes of having the place betrayed BOOK 
to him ; but this was a meafure, wfiich, without the X XVI.^ 
concurrence of Dalius, could not be efFefted. After 
long aiid anxious deliberation, and then, rather from B.C.110! 
want of a more promifing plan, than hope of fuc- 
ceeding, he opened the propofition to Dafius. But 
he, being both averfe from the defign, and glad alfo 
of an opportunity of injuring his competitor for 
power, difclofed the affair to Hannibal, who fum- 
moned them both before him ; and, while he was 
employed on his tribunal in difpatching fome other 
bulmefs, intending prefently to attend to that of 
Blafius, the accufer and accufed both Handing toge* 
ther in a fpot cleared for them by the people, Bla- 
fius began to urge Dafius on the fubjeft of furren- 
dering the town. On which the latter, as if the 
matter now proved itfelf, exclaimed, thc^t the other 
was attempting to feduce him to treachery, even in 
Hannibal’s immediate prefotce. To Hannibal, and 
to thofe who were prefent, the more audacious the 
fii£t charged on Blafius 'was, the lefs credible it ap- 
peared. They knew that there was an emulation 
and hatred fubfifting between the two, and fuppofed 
that an imputation of this kind was alleged, be- 
caufe, as from its nature, it could not be fupported 
by the teftimony of witneffes, it was the more likely 
to be falfe. The parties were therefore difmiffed ; 
but Blafius, notwithftanding what had paffed, never 
defilled from this bold undertaking, until by incef- 
lantteafing on the fame fubjeft, and proving how 
advantageous fuch a meafure would be to themfelves 
and their country, he extorted the other’s confent 
that Salapia, and the Carthaginian garrifon, which 
conliiled of five hundred Numidians, fhould be de- 
livered up to Marcellus. This, however, could not 
be effefled without confiderable bloodlhed ; for thefe 
Numidians were much the braveit body of cavalry in 
the whole Carthaginian army, and this was an oc- 

£ E currence 
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BOOK currence which it was impolTible for them to forefee. 

XXVI. But though they could not, in the city, make ufe 
of their horfes, yet, on the tumult arifing, they haftily 

B.'c "10* and attempted to make their way out ; 

' when, finding an efcape impradticable, they fold 
their lives dear, fighting to the lafi; ; nor did more 
than fifty of their whole number fall alive into the 
hands of the Salapians. The lofs of this body of ca> 
valry was a much feverer blow to Hannibal than that 
of the place, for thenceforward the Carthaginians 
were never fuperior in cavalry, which they had, 
hitherto, always been. 

XXXIX. At this time the fcarcity in the cita^del 
of Tarentum became almoft: intolerable. Mar(%s 
Livius, commander of the Roman garrifon there, 
relied entirely, for fupplies, on Sicily ; and to fecure 
to thefe a fafe pafiage along the coafi: of Italy, a fleet 
^ of twenty fhips had been ftationed at Rhegium. The 
charge of the fleet and provifions was intruded to 
Declus Quintius, a man of obfcure birth, but who, 
by many brave adions, had acquired a large fhare 
01 military fame. At fird, he had only five fhips, 
the larged of which were two triremes, given him by 
Marcellus ; afterwards, when he was known to have 
behaved, on many occafions, with much fpirit and 
bravery, he received a reinforcement of three quin- 
queremes ; at lad, he himfelf, by exacting from the 
confederate dates of Rhegiuni, Velia, and Pasdum, 
the (hips due by treaty, had made up a fleet of twenty 
fail, as abovementioned. Having, with this fleet, 
fet fail from Rhegium, he was met at Sacriportus, 
about fifteen miles from the city, by Democrates, 
with an equal number of Tarentine fhips. The 
Roman was coming to the relief of the garrifon, 
not fuppofing it probable that he fhould meet an 
enemy ; from Croton and Sybaris, however, he had 
fumifned his fhips with their full complement of 

rowers, 
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rowers, and befides, confidering the fize of his 

veffels, they were exceedingly well equipped and 

armed. It fo happened, that, juft when the Taren- v d . - 
• • /- 1 1 • t"* -1 1-1 Y.K.543* 

tme came m fight, the wind entirely died away, — 

a circumftance which gave him full time to adjult 
the rigging, and put the rowers and foldiers in readi* 
nefs for the battle that was to follow. They en- 
gaged with a degree of ardour feldom fliewn by com- 
plete fleets, becaufe the objefls for which they con- 
tended were of more importance than the fleets them- 
felves. The Tarentines, having recovered their city 
from the Romans, at the end of almoft one hun- 
dred years, ftruggled now to deliver the city alfo 
from fubjedion ; knowing that if, by the exertions 
of their fleet, they fhould take from* the, enemy the 
dominion of the fea, they would be thereby effedually 
excluded from even a diftant hope of provifions : the 
Romans, on the other hand, laboured, by retaining 
polTelfion of the citadel, to fhew the world, that the 
lofs of the city was owing, not to the ftrength or va-. 
lour of the aflailants, but to artifice and treachery. 

The fignal, then, being given on both fides, they 
charged each other with the beaks of their veffels, 
and none, during the conflict, either drew back his 
own fhip, or fuffered his adverfary to get clear of 
him, but held it by throwing in an iron grapple ; 
and thus the engagement became fo clofe, that they 
fought, not only with miflile weapons, but with 
fwords, and almoft hand to hand. The prows, being 
lalhed togetlier, remained unmoved, while the fterns 
were turned round by the force of their adverfaries* 
oars. The ^lips were crowded fo clofe together, and 
within lb narrow a place, that fcarcely any weapon 
fell without effeft into the fea. .They preffed front 
againit front, like lines of land forces, and the com- 
batants could pafs from one Ihip to another. But 
there was one conflict remarkable above the reft, be- 
tween two which engaged in the van : in the Ro- 

E E 2 man 
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BOOK man ihip was Quindus himfelf ; in the Tarentine, 
t . Nico, furnamed Perco, who bitterly hated, and was 
Y hated, by the Romans, not only in confequence of 
b’c,* 2 io." public quarrel, but alfo of perfonal refentment, 
for he was one of that fa^on which had betrayed 
Tarentum to Hannibal. This man, while Quintius 
was encouraging his men,, and, at the £ime dme, 
fighting, and on his guard, darted a fpear through 
his body, and he fell headlong, with his armour, 
into the fea : then the vi£iorious Tarentine boldly 
leaped into the fhip, where the lofs of the commander 
had thrown all into confufion, and they quickly 
retired before him. The forepart of the Ihip was 
now in pofTeiTion of the Tarentines, while the Romans, 
in a compadb body, with difficulty defended the 
poop ; when another trireme of the enemy fuddenly 
appeared at the ftern, and the Roman Ihip, thus 
inclofed between the two, was taken. The reft, on 
feeing this, were (truck with difmay, and fled in 
different directions. Some were funk in the deep, 
and others, being run aground by the rowers, foon 
became a prey to the Thurians and Metapontines. 
Of the ftore-fhips, which followed with the provifions, 
a few fell into the enemy’s hands ; the remainder 
flood away into the main, and efcaped by fhifting 
their fidls with every change of the wind. In the 
mean-time, the fortune of aflTairs at Tarentum was 
not at all the fame : for a party, amounting to four 
thoufand men, having gone out to forage, fpreading 
themfelves up and down the country, Livius, the com- 
mander of the Roman garrifon, who carefully watched 
every opportunity of aCting to advantage, fent out, 
from the citadel, Caius Perfius, an adive and brave 
officer, vrith two thoufand foldiers. He fell upon 
the enemy while they were fcattered widely, and in 
fmall parties ; and, after continuing for a long time 
to cut them off, drove the fmall remainder of this 
large detachment to the city, where they were ad- 
mitted 
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tnitted through the gates half opened, left the ^ 

Romans fhould enter along with them, and become . 

mafters of it. Thus the affairs of Tarentum were 
equally balanced, the Romans being viftorious on b.O. 210. 
land, the Tarentines by fea. Both were difappointed 
alike in their hopes of provifions, even after they had 
aftually come within their light. 

XL. About this time, after a great part of the 
year had elapfed, and he had been long wilhed for 
by both the old and new allies, the conful Lacvinus 
arrived in Sicily, where he judged that the firft and 
moft material bufinefs to be done, was, the regu- 
lating the affairs of Syracufe, which had not yet 
been reduced into order in the Ihort fpace fince the 
late pacification. He then led his legions to Agri- 
gentum, which was the only place ftill in arms, and 
held by a ftrong garrifon of Carthaginians ; and here 
fortune favoured his cnterprife. The Carthaginiaift 
were commanded by Hanno, but placed their whole 
dependence on Mutines and the Numidians. The lat- 
ter, making frequent excurfions through every part of 
Sicily, carried olT fpoil from the allies of the Romans, 
and neither force iior art could Ihut him out from 
Agrigentum, nor hinder him from fallying forth 
whenever he thought proper. The high reputation 
which he thus acquired, as it obfeured the fame of 
the commander in chief, excited his envy ; fo that 
even fuccefs, becaule obtained by his means, af- 
forded but little pleafure to Hanno, who at laft rook 
from him his commiffion, and gave it to his own fon ; 
t hink in g that, by diverting him of the command, he 
fhould deprive him of his popularity among the Nu- 
njidians. But the effeft was widely different, for, 
by this difeovery of his jealoufy, he increafed their 
attachment to Mutines, who did not tamely lub- 
mit to the indignity of this undeferved ill-treatincnt, 
but quickly difpatched fecret emiffaries to Lavinus, 
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BOOK to treat about the furrender of the town. Through 
XXVL thefe, mutual affurances were given, and the method 
^ of acconiplifliing the bufinefs concerted; and then 
B.C.'fto.' Numidians, diflodging or killing the guards, 
feized a gate which opened towards the fea, and re- 
ceived a party of Romans^ fent thither for the pur- 
pofe. When thefe were already marching into the 
the heart of the city and the Forum, with much 
noife and tumult, Hanno, thinking that it was nothing 
more than fuch a dillurbance and fecelHon of the 
Numidians as had happened before, came out to 
quell the mutiny : but obferving, at a diftance, that 
the number was greater than that^f thofe forces, 
and hearing the Roman Ihout, with which he was 
not unacquainted, he refolved, before he came within 
reach of their weapons, to betake himfelf to flight. 
Getting out of the town at an oppofite gate, he took 
Epicydes with him, and came with a fttiall number 
to the fea-fide. There they luckily found a bark, 
and abandoning to the enemy the ifland of Sicily, 
about which a conteft had been maintained through 
fo many years, pafled over to Africa. The reft 
of the Carthaginians and Sicilians attempted to fly 
with blind precipitation, but the gates being clofed, 
they were cut to pieces. Latvinus, on gaining pof- 
feflion of the town, fcourged and beheaded thofe 
who had been in the management of the aifairs of 
Agrigentum : the reft he fold, together vidth the 
fpoil, and remitted all the money to Rome. Ac- 
counts of the fnfferings of the Agrigentines fpread- 
ing through all Sicily, produced at once a gene- 
ral revolution in favour of the Romans. In a Ihort 
time, twenty towns were betrayed to them, fix taken 
by ftorm, and forty put themfelves under their pro- 
tection by voluntary furrender. To the leading 
men in thefe ftates the conful difpenfed rewards and 
punifhments according to the merits and demerits 
of each; and having competed the Sicilians at 

length 
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length to lay afide arms, and turn their thoughts BOOK 
to agriculture, that the ifland might, from its fertile . 
foil, not only afford plenty of fubfiftence to the.in- 
habitants, but, as it had done on many occafions B.c'aio. 
formerly, contribute fupplies of provifions to Rome, 
and even to all Italy, he left Sicily, carrying with 
him a large multitude from Agathyrna. This was a 
motley rabble, four thoufand in number, compofed 
of vagabonds of every defeription, exiles, and bank- 
rupts, the greater part guilty of capital crimes,, who, 
even when they lived in their native countries under 
the government of laws, and afterwards, when a 
fimilarity of condition, arifing from various caufes, 
ha4 drawn them together to Agathyrna, always fup- 
ported themfelves by robberies and rapines. Such 
men as thefe, fo likely to excite new diflurbances, 
the conful thought it unfafe to leave behind, in an 
ifland which had but juft then obtained reft from 
inteftine wars, and where the people were but be- 
ginning to unite on the terms of concord eftabliflied 
by the late pacification: befides, they might prove 
ufeful to the people of Rhegium, who wanted a band 
trained to robberies, for the purpofe of ravaging the 
territories of Bruttium. Thus, fo far as concerned 
Sicily, this year put an end to hoftilities. 

XLI. In Spain, Publius Scipio, as foon as the 
fpring appeared, launched his fhips; fummoned to 
Tarraco, by an edidl, the auxiliary troops of the 
allies, and then directed the fleets and tranfports 
to proceed to the mouth of the river Iberus. This 
place he alfo appointed for the meeting of the le- 
gions whom he ordered out of winter quarters; 
and he himfelf, attended by five thoufand men of 
the allied troops, fet out from Tarraco to join the 
army. When he arrived at the camp, thinking it 
proper to fay fomething encouraging to the foldiers, 
parucularly tbofe who had been longeft in the pro- 

E E 4 . vince, 
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BOOK vincI) and had furvived fo many and fo great dif- 
ZKVI. afters, he called them together, ^d addrefled them* 
in this manner ; “ Never has there been a new com- 
b!c.»io! “ niander, except myfelf, who could, with juftice 
** and propriety, give thanks to his foldiers before 
** he had employed them. Fortune laid me under 
“ obligations to you ere I faw your camp, or 
“ knew my province ; firft, becaufe you Ihewed fuch 
** dutiful refpedb to my &ther and uncle, during 
“ their lives, and fince their deaths ; and next, be- 
** caufe, when the pofleffion of the province had 
been loft by a dreadful calamity, you recovered it 
“ by your bravery, and have preferved it entire for 
“ the Roman people, and for me who fucceed to 
“ the command. But as, through the bounty of 
“ the gods, the deftgn of our prefent proceedings is 
not to maintain our own footing in Spain, but to 
“ deprive the Cartha^ians of all footing in it *, not 
“ to ftand on the bank: of the Iberus, and hinder the 
enemy from paffing it, but to pafs over ourfelves, 
“ and carry the war to the other fide, I fear left, 
“ to fome of you, the undertaking may feem too 
** great and too bold, confidering the remembrance 
“ of our late misfortunes, and my early time of life. 
There is no perfon living, from whofe memory 
the defeats m Spain can left be obliterated than 
“ from mine ; for there my father and uncle loft 
“ their lives within the fpace of thirty days ; fo that 
funerals in our fiunily followed one another in 
‘‘ quick fuccefiion. But while the difafter which be- 
** reft our houfe of parents, and left me almoft the only 
furvivingmemberof it,deprefre8mymind with grief, 
** ftill the fortuneof our natbn, and its courageous fpi> 
** rit, forbid me to defpair of the public welfare. It 
** is the lot afligned to us, by fome kind of fiitality, 
** that, in all important wars, we fhould pafe through 
** defeat to vidory. Omitting inftances in antient 
** times, the cafe of Porfena, the Gauls, 4nd the 

^ “ Sam- 
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“ Samnites, I fhall begin with the Punic wars. In BOOK 
** the laft, how many fleets, how many generals, XXVI. 
** how many anmes, were loft ? Need I mention 
** the like events during the prefent war ? At all the B.p '2^' 
** defeats I was dther prefent in perfon, or lamented 
** more deeply than any other, thofe from which I 
was abfent. The Trebia, the Trafimenus, Cannae, 

** what are they but monuments of Roman confuls 
«< and armies (lain? Then the defe£Uon of Italy, 

** of the greater part of Sicily, of Sardinia; the 
** extreme terror and affright, when ELannibal’s camp 
was pitched between the Anio and the walls of 
** Rome, and that vidlorious commander was feen 
** at our very gates. But amidft this general ruin 
** of affairs, the courage of the Roman people alone 
ftood unfliaken and immoveable. This, when all 
“ our hopes lay preftrate on the ground, raifed and 
fupported them. And firft of all, you, foldiers, 

“ under the conduct and aufpices of my father, with- . 

** ftood Hafdrubal, when, after the defeat at Cannae, 

“ he was on his way -to the Alps and to Italy; 

where, if he had efteded a junction with his bro- 
“ ther, the Roman name would not now have been 
** in exiftence : but the fucceffes obtained here have 
counterbalanced the Ioffes fuftained in other places. 

“ At prefent, through the good favour of the gods, 
af^irs in Italy and Sicily are in a profperous train, 
daily improvin|r, and wearing a more favourable 
afpefl. In Sicily, Syracufe and Agrigentum have 
“ been taken; the enemy entirely expelled the 
ifland, and the province reftored to the domi- 
** nion of the Roman people. In Italy, Arpi has 
** been recovered, Capua taken; Hannibal, after 
“ a diforderly flight, through his whole route from 
** the city of Rome, has been obliged to retreat 
into the rmoteft eomer of Bruttium, where he 
** prays to the gods for nothing more than that 
** he may be permitted to withdraw in fafety, and 
** qtdt the land of his enemy. Could there then, 

** foldiers. 
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** Ibldiers, be a greater inconfiftency, than that* 
“ when difafters were thus crowded (me upon 
** another, and the gods thein|e!ve8 feemed, in a 
** manner, to take part with Hannibal, you, with 
** my parents, (for I will mention both under the &me 
“ revered name,) fupported here the tottering for* 
** tune of the Roman people ; and that now when, 
“ in other quarter?, every event is profperous and 
** joyful, you fhould let your courage fink? As 
to the events which have lately happened, I wifli 
** they had pafied without giving me more caufe of 
mourning than they have given you. Now, how- 
ever, the immortal gods, the guardians of the 
Roman empire, who infpired all the centuries 
** with the refolution of ordering the command to 
** be given to me, by their auguries and aufpices, 
** and by vifions in the ni^ht, portend all profperily 
<< and joy. My own mind, likewife, which Im 
** hitherto been my fureft prophet, prefages that 
** Spain is to be ours ^ that the whole Carthaginian 
** race will foon be banilhed hence, and fpread them* 
** felves over the lands and feas in their ignominious 
“ flight. What my mind prognoflicates from its 
** own feelings, the fame is luggelled by reafon, and 
** fupported by arguments of no delufive nature. 
** Their allies, difgufted by their ill treatment, fend 
** ambafladors to implore our protedion ; their three 
“ commanders, having quarrelled to fuch a decree 
** as almod to come to open hoflilities, have divided 
** their army into three parts, and drawn thefe afun* 
'« der into countries the moll remote from each 
** other. The fame fortune now impends over them 
** which formerly crufhed us ; for they are deferred 
** by their confederates, as we were formaly by the 
** Celtiberians ; and they have divided their forces,. 
« which.was the caufe of dellrucSlion to my fiuher 
(c and uncle. Inteiline difcord will hinder thenf 
«( from ading together again ; nor will diey, fepa* 
** rately» be ^le to refill us. Only do you, Ibldim, 

“ prderve 
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** prdcrve your attachitent to the name of Scipio, to BOOK 
** the ofipring of your ovm commanders; a branch, XXVI. 
**• Mk it were, fliooting forfli from the trunks which 
“ have been felled. You, veteran foldiers, lead your ^ 
new commander, and your young aflbciates, over 
** the Iberus ; lead us into thofe lands where you 
** have often marked your route with many* deeds 
of valour. Trull: me, you lhall foon find, that 
** the refemblance which you fuj^ofe you fee in me 
to my father and uncle, is not confined to figure, 

** countenance, and features ; but that I inherit no 
fmall portion of their capacity, their honour, and 
their courage ; thefe you fhall find fo ftuthfully 
** copied from the original, that every man of you 
** ftidl fay, that his ovm commander, Scipio, has 
“ either returned to life, or has been born again.*’ 

XLII. Having, by this difcourfe, animated the 
courage of his men, and leaving three thoufand foot 
and three hundred horfe, under Marcus Silanus, 
for the defence of the province, he marched the 
reft of his forces, which amounted to twenty-five 
thoufand foot, and two thoufand five hundred horfe, 
over the Iberus. Although many now advifed, 
that, as the Carthaginian armies were feparated at fo 
great diflances, he fhould attack the one that lay 
nearefl ; yet, apprehending that fuch a ftep would 
probably make them all reunite, and that he fhould 
not, alone, be able to cope with the three armies, 
he determined, for the prefent, to employ his forces 
in an attack on <New Carthage, a city which pofTefTed 
great wealth of its own, and was befides, at that 
time, filled with the enemy’s magazines of every 
kind for the ufe of the war; there were lodged 
their arms, their money, and the hoflages from all 
the flates of Spain. It was, alfo, mofl: conveniently 
iituated for a pafTage into Africa, having a harMbr 
fuffidently capacious for any fleet whatever, and, 
there is reafon to think, the only one in all that 

trad 
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'book trad: of the Spaniih coift dot joins our fau Ko 
XXVI. one in the whole army knew die deftinatioa of its 
— ' march except Cains Lsdivn He was fait round 
b!c. ill ordered fi> to regidate the faUing 

’of it, that the army fliodd come within view, and 
the fhips enter the narbouT, at the lame point of 
time. On the feventh day after leaving the Iberus, 
the fleet and army arrived, as had been concerted, at 
Carthage; the camp was pitched on the northern 
fide of the city, and a rampari; was thrown up on 
the rear of it, the front being fecured by the 
nature of the ground. The fituation of Carthage 
is this : about the middle of the coaft of Spain is 
a bay, which is open to the fouth>wefl: wind more 
than to any other, and ftretches inland two thou* 
fand five Hundred paces, fpreading in breadth to 
an extent fomewhat greater. In the mouth of this 
bay lies a fmall ifland, which breaks the force of 
the fea, and renders the harbour fecure from all 
winds except the fouth>wefl: : from the bottom of the 
bay there runs out a ^penihfula, confifting of high 
land, on which the city is built, and this is fur- 
rounded on the eall and fouth by the fea ; on the 
weft it is inclofed by a morafs, which fpreads a little 
way towards the north, and whofe depth is vari- 
able according as the fea overflow's or ebbs. The 
city is conneded with the continent by an ifthmus, 
about two hundred and fifty paces broad ; on which, 
though a fortification would have coft but little 
labour, the Roman general did not raife any, 
choofing rither to mortify the enemy by this dif- 
play of confidence, or, as be would cmoi have 
occafion to advance to the walls, to have a retreat 
open. ^ 

XLm. When hc had completed his works in 
thofe parts which reqmred ddFence, he drew up 
the fliips in the harbour in order of battle, with in- 
tent to difpirit the enemy with the fight of a marine 
lo force 
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ftMxe alfo to be employed the town; then BOOK* 

gdnff round the fleet in a boat, he charged the com- XXVi. 
manders to keep the night-witches with great care, 
becawTe an eipny, when he is firll befieged, is apt 
to make every effort in every quarter. He then 
went'back to Ae camp, and wiimog to explain to 
the foldiers his reafon for preferring this plan of 
opening the campaign with the iiege m a town, and 
by exhortations to infpire them with hopes of re- 
ducing it, he called them to an affembly, and fpoke 
to this effed : “ Soldiers, if any man among you 
** ihall fuppofe that you have been brought hither 
for the iole purpofe of attackmg a (ingle city, he 
“ will judge merely from the work in which you 
“ are employed, without taking into calcul|tion the 
** advantages to accrue from it. For you will, in 
** fofl, attack the walls of one city : but, in that one 
dty, you will capture all Spain. Here are the 
hoilages of all her illuflrious kings and (lates; 

** and, as foon as thefe (hall be in your power, they 
“ will inftantly deliver up to our difpofal every 
** thin^ which is now under fubjedtion to the Car- 
** thaginians. Here is depoiited the enemy’s trear 
** fure, without which they cannot proceed in the 
** war, having mercenary troops to maintain; and 
** which, at the iame time, will be moft ferviceable 
** to us, as the means of conciliating the friendlhip 
** of the barbarians. Here are thdr engines, arms, 

** accoutrements, and all their warlike (tores, which, 

** while they anfwer our purpofes, wiU leave the ene* 

** my deltitute. Befides, we (hall gain poflellion of 
** a city of diltingui(hed beauty and cpulence, and 
highly convenient to us on account of its excel- 
** lent harbour, by means of whidi we can have 
** con(tant fupplies, both from fea and land, of every 
** thing requifite for the maintenance of the war. 

** And while we acquire to ourfelves thdfe great 
** advantages, we (hall at the fame dme (trip the 
** ea^y of much greater. This is their grand for- 

« trefs; 
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trefs ; this is their granary, their treafury, their 
armory ; this is the repofitory of all their wealA* 
Hence there is a direct palTage into Africa } 
is the only ftaticAi for a fleet betweei^the PyipHlril 
** and Gades, and from hence Africa fpreai^/ite 
** terror over all Spain. But as I perceive tba£>you 
** are arrayed and marlhalled for a£Hon, let us pais 
** on, and aflault New Carthage with our whole 
** ftrength, with confidence and courage.** To this 
they all replied with a loud voice, ** that they would 
** do fo ;** and he immediately led them to the dty, 
giAring orders for the afCiult both by fea and land. 

XLIV. On the other fide Mago, the commander 
of the Carthaginians, when he faw the preparadons 
for an aflault going forward both on land and fea, 
difpofed his forces in the following manner : oppollte 
to the Roman camp he drew up two thoufand of the 
townfmen ; the citadel he garrifoned with five hun- 
dred foldiers, and five hundred others he placed on 
a high part of the city, towards the eaft ; the reft 
of the troops he ordered to watch carefully every 
occurrence, and to haften to whatever fpot the ihout, 
or fudden exigencies, might call them. Then, 
opening the gate, he fent out thofe whom he had 
formed in the ftreet leading towards the Roman 
camp. The Romans, by dire£rion of the generkl 
himfelf, drew back a little, that by bdng near thdr 
camp they might the more eafily receive reinforce- 
ments during the engagement. At the beginning, 
both parties ftood their ground, with little advan* 
tage on either fide ; but, after fome time, the rein- 
forcements continually fent from the camp not only 
drove back the enemy, but prefled them fo cioC^ 
while they fled in diforder, that had not a retreat 
been founded, they would probably have rufhed into 
the city intermixed with the fugitives. Nor was 
^ confternation greater in the field than in every 
part of the city; in many places the troops in a 

panic 
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|p^j»band(»ied their pofts and fled, and the walls bOhO.S 
;kft ddkicdels, thofe who ought to guard 
havbg leaped down wherever they found a 
Sapio^ going up on an eminence cmled 
pury’s Hill, obferved this thdr llate, on whidi - ’ 
'"S^rdered all his men to be called put from the 
•ca^, to brin^ fcaling-ladders, and advance to the 
a$tult. He himfel^, covered by the fliields of three 
able young men, becaufe weapons of all kinds were 
now call from the place in vafl; numbers, came up 
clofe to the works, encouraged his men, and gave 
the neceflary orders. But what contributed above 
all to inflame the courage of the foldiers, was his. 
being thus an immediate fpe<5tator and witnefs of the 
bravery or cowardice of every^one of them. They 
ruflied forward, therefore, regardlefs of the enemy, 
or of the wounds inflicted by them ; nor could the 
walls, or the armed troops with wrhich they were 
now lined, deter them from mounting with eager 
emulation. At the fame time an a^Eiult commenced • 
from the Ihips on that quarter of the town which is 
walked by the fea. But here, though a great alarm 
was raifed, little effectual exertion could be made ; 
becaufe, while the men brought in the boats to the 
fliore, while they haftily landed the foldiers and 
fcaling-ladders, and while every one prefled for- 
^ward to the land by the fpeediell way, through 
^their own hurry and impatience they obllruded one 
tether. 


. XLV. In the meantime the Carthaginran general 
l^d again filled the walls with numerous troops, and 
great abundance of weapons, brought out from * 
iti&e immenfe magazines, lay in heaps ready for ufe. 
But neither men nor weapons, nor any thing elfe^ 
jirbyed fuch an effedPal defence as the walls thieia* 
^es: for they were of fuch a height, that few of 
ladders could reabh the fummit, and the longer 
ahy o£ thefe were, the weaker they were in prtmor* 

don: 
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BOOK tion : as thofe, then, who had mounted to the iofi 
^XXyi. could not advance, and others neverthelefs 
y “P them, the ladders were brokoi by i|lj|Mr 
B.C310! In feveral cafes, where the ladders 

uptight, the men, on riling to fo great a htjSHK 
were feized with giddinels, and fell to the grooKT 
While mra and ladders were every where 
in this manner, and the enemy, from fuccd^ 
alTumed more boldnels and alacrity, the lignal for 
retreat was given. This afforded hopes to the be> 
ii^ed, not only of prefent reft after fuch a labo> 
rieus conteft, rat alfo of future &fety ; as it made 
them imaj^ that their city was impregnable by 
fcalade and affault, and that dieir works were fo 
difficult to be furmounted, that they would always 
give dme to thdr commanders to bring up forces 
to their relief. Scarcely had the noife of the lirft 
tumult fublided, when Sdpio ordered other men, 
who were frelh and unftitigued, to take the ladders 
from the weary and wounded, and to renew the 
affault with additional vigour. Being told at this 
jundure that the tide was ebbing, and having before 
learned from fome fifliermen of Tarraco, (who 
ufed to pafs through the morafs in light boats, 
and, when thefe ran aground, by wading,) that 
footmen might ealily find a paffage to the wall, 
he in perfon led five hundred foldiers thither. It 
was now about mid-day, and, befides the water 
being naturally dravm off into the fea by the reflii|( 
of the tide, a brilk northerly wind arifing, car- 
ried the water along, in the fame diredion with 
the ti.de, and had rendered it fo lhallow, that nt 
fome places it reached only to the navel, in oth^^ 
fcarcely to the knees. This circumftance, dtfcoj 
vered in reality by his own diligence and fagac^l^ 
Sdpio attributed^ as a prodigy, to the interpofiood 
oCthe gods, who, to give a paffage to the Romms,^ 
dian^ed the courfe of the fea, and removed moraf&a» 
opofing vnjs never before trodden by human foot. 

Impreffing 




OF ROME. • 

ling this on his men, he bade them’ follow 
tne, who aded as their guide, and make their 
the wall through the middle of the fwanq>. 


LVI. On the land part, the aflailants had a molt 
nous talk. The height of the walls was not the 
ObftrufHon that they met, for, as the enemy 
hM the Remans below tnem, they could aim their 
blows againft either of their fides as they came up ; 
fo that, while they were climbing, thefe were more 
endangered than the fronts of their bbdies. But, in 
the other quarter, the five hundred found no dif{i> 
culty dther in crolfing the morals, or mounting the 
rampart : for neither was that fide ftrengthened by 
any work, being deemed fufficiently fecure by the 
nature of the ground and the marlh, nor was there 
any party of foldiers or guard ftationed at it, be- 
caule all were intent on bringing fuccour to the 
place where the danger appeared. Entering the 
city, therefore, without joppofition, they proceeded 
with the utmofi fpeed to the gate, at which the 
whole contefi was maintained ; and fo intent on this 
difpute were, not only the minds of all, but likewife 
the eyes and ears of the combatants, and of the 
people who looked on and encouraged them, that 
W one perceived that the enemy had entered the 
^lace,* until their weapons came pouring on their 
’ s, and they found therafelves between the two 
tes. The garrifon were fo affrighted and con- 
I'^nded, that they were no longer capable of making 
lefence. The walls were feized by the Romans, 
:|o, both within and without, applied themfelves 
the brealdng open the gate, and this being foon 
to pieces, fo as to leave a clear palTage, the 
9ps marched in to the attack. By this time, great 
3ers had got in by fcaling the walls, and thefe 
.cfllployed themfelves every where in killinjg the townf- 
mtSD. Thde who had entered by the opening, com* 
poiif^ a regular body, under their , 9 fficers, sqid 
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R 049 JR maintamhig their ranks, proceeded difou 
^ Fonim. Scip 

v^9 ^T caving that the enemy fled hence by two 
B;C.3ie. ^ys» fome towards me hill, which lay * 
ana was defended by a garrifon of five hunt 
others to the citadel, into which Mago hi 
redred, with almoll all the foldiers who 
.beaten off from the walls, fent one half of his 
to ftorm the hill, and led himfelf the other half 
againfl; the dtadel. The hill was taken at the firft 
attack. Mago'attempted at firft to defend the cita> 
del, but foon feeing every place filled with the 
enemy, and that no hope remained, furrendered 
himfelf, the citadel, and garrifon. Until the citadel 
was furrendered, the folmers had continued to pitt 
the townfmen to the fword in every quarter, nor 
did they fpare any adult who fell in their way ; 
but then, on a fignal ^ven, they defifted firom 
fhedding blood, and, being now completely vido- 
rious, they turned themfelves to the colledmg of 
the plunder, the quantity of which, of all forts, 
was immenfe. 


XL VII. The males of free condition taken pri> 
foners amounted to ten thoufand ; of thefe, fuch as 
were citizens of New Carthage he difcharged, ud 
reftored to them the city, and all their effefis, wlu^ 
the war had not confumed. There were two 
fand artifans, whom he adjudged to be the puiK 
property of the Roman people, giving them hq^ep 
of Ipeedily regaining their liberty, provided th^ 
worked induftrioufly in the fervke of the army. 
the reft of the multitude, all the younger inhalntald' 
and the sd)le>bodied fiaves, he limt to fill up ^ 
numbers of rowers in his fleet, which be augme~^ 
with eight flups captured here. Befides sm 
were found the hofti^es of the Spanifh ftates, 
were treated with as much care and attentkm, M V 
^ey had beta the children of alUes. The (pASdty 
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Acres takm was exceedii^ly great; ca^ 
the larger fiae, one hundr^ and twenty', 
finaller, two hundred and eighty>one j bu* 
luge, twenty-diree, fmall, fifty>two; of Axnv 
large and fmaU, and of arms and miffive wen* 
a vaA number ; miUtaiy Aandards, feveety- 
Of gold and Ahrer alfo, a prodigious mw 
brought in to the general ; there were two hunt 
dred and feventy'fix golden bowls, every one of 
them ahnoA of*a pound weight ; of Alver, wrou^it 
and corned, dghteen thoufand three hundi^ pounds 
wd^t, and or Alver utenfils a prodigbua number. 

'All th^e articles were wdghed and reckoned to the 
quaeAor Caius Flaminius; beAdes forty thou&nd 
pecks of wheat, and two hundred and feventy thou> 
land of barley. One hundred and thirteen Aore- 
Aiips were boarded and taken in the harbour, feveral 
of them with their cargoes, conAAing of com and arms: 
likewife braA, iron, canvaA, hemp, and other ma* 
terials proper for equ^ping a fleet : fo that, among 
fuch vaA Acres of every thing ufeful in war, Car- 
thage itfelf was the leaA valuable acquiAtion. 

XLVni. ScijHo, ordering Caius Laelius, with the 
marines, to guard the city, led back the lemons 
into thdr camp. As the foldieis were much fatigued 
by having gone through, in one day, every different 
iand of Aght ; for they had engaged the enemy, in 
Aeld, nad undergone great labour and danger in 
Aeoning the city, and, after it was taken, had fought 
difadvanta^eous ground with thole who had 
Is&en refuge in the citadel ; he direded them to 
itthploy the remainder of that day in taking re&efli* 
and reA. On the day following, having called 
twlethrar both the land and the naval forces, he be- 
gim with returning praife and thanks to the immortal 
igOiRB, who had ** not only, in the fpace of one day, 

-^hren him poffeffion m the moA opident 
** hi all Spain, but had previoufly ngtSad in at 

FP a «» the 
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' SO OK “ the goeateft part of the wealth cl that ooi|»t9jr» 

. ** ®f Africa alfo, fo that no reiburces werejpow 
YRt±s ** enemy, while he and his army hitf .ft 

sit** IQ. ** fuperfluity of all things.” He then highly 

mended the courageous behaviour of the foUlili^ 
oUerving, that ** neither the force fent out ^ 
** them, nor the height of the walls, nor the ‘ 
plored fords of the morals, nor a fort feWM 
** on a fteep hill, nor the citadel, though nioft 
** ftrongly fortified, had deterred them from fur> 
** mounting and breaking through every obftacle^ 
“ Wherefore, though he owed every acknowledg* 
'** ment to them all, neverthelefs the perfon who 
** firll mounted the wall was entitled to the peculiar 
** honour of a mural crown and he defired thkt 
he who thought himfelf deferving of that prefent 
ihould claim it. Two claimants appeared, Quintus 
Trebellius, a centurion of the fourth legion, and 
Sextus Digitius, one of the marines : but the warmth 
with which they themfelves fupported their preten- 
fions was far inferior to the eager zeal which each 
excited in his favour among the corps to which he 
belonged. Caius Lselius, commander of the fleet, 
&voured the maiines, Marcus Sempionius Tuditanus 
the legionaj ies. This contention threatening at length 
to end in a mutiny, Scipio publiflied notice, that he 
appoint three delegates, who, after examining the 
merits of the cafe, and hearing witnefles, flioitki 
determine which had made his way firft into the 
town. Accordingly, he jiamed Caius Lselius and 
Marctis Sempronius advocates tor the contending 
parties, with Publius Cornelius Caudinus, a perf^ 
unintereiled in the caufe, as umpire : and ordered 
.thefe three delegates to fit and determine in it. But 
the difpute was now maintained with greater violence 
' .than ever, in confequence of thofe men of high rank, 
who had a£led, not as advocates, but as moderptora 
in the cafq, being thus excluded. Wherefore Caius 
* «lislius, quitting the court, went up to the tifltiunal 
> .2 to 
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to Sopio, and told him, that ** the proceedu^ of B Q O iC 
** ]Mfdes fuipalTed aJl bounds of temperance'^ and 


** moderation, infomuch that they hardly refrained y 
*'!l^'fmin blows. But, though no violence (hotild 
**, neverthelefs fuch condu£t afforded sm ill 
** ^mainple ; as, in this cafe, the honour due to merit 
fought by one or other through the means of 
f^jmud and falfhood. On this fide flood the le> 
*^^ponary foldiers, on that the marines, both ready 
** to fwear, by all the gods, rather what they wifhed, 

** than what they knew to be true; and to in* 

“ volve in the crime of peijury not only them- 
felves in their own perfons, W the military ftand* 

** ards and eagles, and the facred word of a foldier :** 
he added, that “ he brought him this information 
** at the delire of Publius Cornelius and Marcus 


** Sempronius.” Scipio, highly approving of L»- 
Uus’s condud;, fummoned a general affembly, and 
there pronounced judgment, that ** having received 
** lufScient proof that Quintus Trebellius and Sextus 
** Digidus gained the tdp of the wall at the fame 
** dme, in acknowledgment of their bravery he 
“ bellowed mural crowns on both.” He then be- 


llowed gifts on the rell, in proportion to their cou> 
rage and merit : above all, he honoured Caius Lse- 
Ihis, commander of the fleet, with every encomium 
of the highell kind that could have been paid to 
bimfelf, and prefented him, belides, with a golden 
GSown and thirty oxen. 


XLIX. He then ordered the hollages of the 
iSpanilh Hates to be called. What the number of 
thefe was, 1 will not prefume to affirm ; for 1 find, 
in fome wi iters, that they were about three hun- 
dred, in others feven hundred and twenty-five. Au- 
thqra differ as much in refpe^ of other particulars : 
the Carthaginian garrifon, one writer fays, amounted 
to ten thoufand men ; another to feven, another to no 
more than two thoufand. In fome accounts ten thou-^ 

F7 3 &nd 
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*3l^O O K Icemen are faid to have been taken, in octets 
XXYI. above twenty>five thoufand. I Ihould fet down the 
fcMpions, great and fmall, that were taken, at fixty, 
%C, itA ^ ^ follow the Greek hiftorian SUenu8| if 

Valerias Antias, at fix thoufand greater, and 
teen thou&nd finaller ; fo contradidory are the ihve> 
ral accounts. Nay, they not even agree as^^ 
the commanding officer. The greater number 8ifi|||U 
that Caius Lslius had charge of the fleet, wl^ 
there are fome who affign it to Marcus Junius of* 
lanus. Valerius Antias tells us, that it was Armes 
who comnumded the Carthaginian garrifon, and who 
furrendered to the Romans ; other writers aflert that 
it was Mago. They vary in the number of the 
fliips taken, in the wdght of the gold and filver, and 
of the money brought into the public treafury. If 
we are not to remain in a ftate of doubt, but mull 
believe fome or other of thdr accounts, thofe which 
hold the mean, between the highell and the lowell, 
are moll likely to be true. Scipio, however, when 
the hoftages were called before him, firft defired 
them not to be difpirited ; for ** they had come into 
** the power of the Roman people, whofe wilh it 
** always was to bind all to them by kindneft, ia< 
** ther than by fear ; and to have ford^n natimis 
** united to them in good faith and amicable alii- 
ance, and not in a ftate of oppreffion and gloomy 
fervitude.” He then took an account of the pri- 
foners, diftinguilhing the number belonging to Ae 
feveral ftates, to each of which he fent exprelfes, de- 
firing them to come and receive their refpe£live hof- 
tages: fome of whom, however, as thdr ambaffit- 
dors happened to be prefent, he reftored on the 
fpot ; ordering the quaeftor, Caius Flaminius, to take 
care that the reft Ihould be kindly treated. There 
now came forward from among the crowd of hof- 
t^es, a woman far advanced in years, the wife of 
R&idonius, brother to Indibilis, tne chieftain of the 
• Illergedans: (he threw herfelf at the general’s feet, 

and 
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jMul with tews befought him to give the guwds iopee 3 00 ^ . 
ftrid iaiun^ons r^|>e£tu)g the care and. treattpe^ * 

tp be ihewn to the women, Scipio afliinng bet; that -fT"*"" “* 
they ihould not want any kind of accommo^tiOiit 
Pm rspliedt ** Thofe are not matters about which we “ 

^ we much folidtous ; for what accomnjtodwion 
^^^,can be confidered as infuffident for perfons in 
d^nr fituation? Anxiety of a very different kind 
T fends my heart) when I confider the age of tbefe 
** young perfons ; for as to myfelf, I am now be* 

** yond any danger of thofe mjuries to which . our 
** fex is liable.” On each fide of her flood the 
daughters of Indibilis, in the bloom of youth and 
beauty, and feveral others of equal dillmflion) by 
all or whom fhe was revered as a parent. Scqntl 
anfwered) — Out of regard to myfelf, and out of 
w regard to the Roman difeipline, 1 ihould take care 
that no right, any where deemed facred, ihould 
** fuffer violadon from us. In the prefent cafe, 

** the virtue and merit of women of fuch diflindion 
** as you are, who, in the midfl of misfortunes, for* 

** get not the delicacy of charafler becoming the 
** moil refpedable of your fex, demand from me 
** an extraordinary degree of attention.” He then 
gave them in charge to a perfon on whofe flrifl re* 
gularity of conduA he could entirely rely, and gave 
him a particular charge that they mould be treated 
with all the refpefl and decency due to the wives and 
mothers of guefls. 


1.. The foldiers afterwards brought to him, as a 

S Uoner, a damfel of fuch exqumte beauty, that 
e attraded the eyes of alL Scipio, on making 
wquiries concerning ^her country and parents, di£ 
covered, among other particulars, that fhe was be* 
trothed to a young prince of the Celdberiaas, named 
AUnrius. He therefore inunechately fummoned 
fomn home her parents, and afhaaced bufband ; 

F F 4 and 
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BO O K and when the latter arrived, having, in the mean* 
1 that he was moft paiiionately €«• 

amoured of his intended bn^e, he addreffed htt 
BiC. f 10. diftourfe to him more particularly than to the lady*s 


parmits : “ A young man rayfelf,” faid he, I 
** addrefs myfelf to a young man, that there may 
“ be the lefs referve in our converfation on thiu 


“ occafion. When your miftrefs, being taken *biy 
« our foldiers, was brought to me, and I was told 
“ of the very great afteftion you have for her, 
** which indeed her beauty made me readily be- 
lieve, 1 confidered that, in my own cafe, if my 
** thoughts were not totally engroffed by the affairs 
“ of the public, and I were at liberty to indulge the 
pleafurable purluits adapted to my time of life, 
efpecially in a lawful and honourable love, I 
“ fhould wifh that my affefHon for my intended 
** bride, though warm even to a degree of extrava* 
“ gance, fhould yet be viewed with an indulgent 
« eye ; and 1 therefore refolved, in your cafe, where 
** no tie of duty confines me, to do all in my power 
“ in favour of your paffion. Your beloved, while 
** in my care, has been treated with as refpeSful an 
** attention as fhe could have met with, had fhe 
“ been in the houfe of your father and mother-in- 
“ law, her own parents. She has been preferved 
** in perfect fafety, that I might be able to prefent 
” her to you, her purity unfpotted, a gift worthy 
** of me to bellow, and of you to receive. -The 
“ only return I require for a prefent of fuch value, 
** is, that you be a friend to the Roman people ; 
** and that, if you believe me to be a man of 
** worth, fuch as thefe nations have heretofore 
** known my ftither and my uncle, you be affuied 
** that there are, in the Roman ftate, great numbers 
** of men like themfelves ; and that no nation at this 
** day on earth can be named, which you ought left to 
** choofe as an enemy to you and yours, or whoft 

** ftiendfhip 
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** fHendfhip you ought more ardently to defire.** BOOK 
Ihe youth, overwhd^ed at once vdth joy and diffi* XXVI. 
dence, and holding i^pio*s ripht hand, invoked all YVitlf 
the g(^s to recompenfe, on his behalf, fuch exalted b*c. fxA 
goomefs ; fince his own ability was utterly difpro* 
portioned, either to his own wiihes, or his benmc* 
tor’s generofity. Scipio then accoAed, in friendly 
terais, the parents and relations of the young wo- 
man, who, having brought with them a very large 
weight of gold to purchafe her liberty, on her being 
reftored to them without raufom, eamefily befought 
him to accept it from them, afiuring him, that they 
ihould deem themlelves as much obliged by his com- 
pliance, as by the reAoration of their child /in fafety. 
Unwilling to rejed fuch preAIng folicitations, he 
ordered it to be laid at his feet ; then, calling Allu- 
cius to him, he faid, “ Befides the dowry which you 

are to receive from your father-in-law, you muA 
** take alfo this marriage-prefent from me,” bidding 
him carry away the gold, and keep it to himfelh 
Overjoyed by thefe honours and prefents, the young 
man was difmiAed to his home, where he filled the 
ears of his countrymen with the well-merited praifes 
of Scipio. “ A god-like youth,” he faid, “ had 
** come among them ; fubduing all, not by the power 
** of his arms only, but by his goodnefs and magna- 
“ nimity.” Full of fuch fentiments, he made a levy 
among his dependents, and, within a few days, re- 
turned to Scipio with one thouland four hundred 
chofen horfemen. 

LI. Sdpio kept Laelius with him to aAlA with his 
advice in difpofing of the prifoners, hoAages, and 
booty; and when all thefe matters were properly 
adjuu^, he gave him a quinqucreme, and, ordering 
him to take on board Mago and fifteen fenators ot 
O ld Carthage, who had been made prifoners at the 
fiune time, Imt him to Rome with the news of his 
fiiccefe. The few days whidi he had relblved to 

pais 
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book Carthage be employed in exerdftog both hia 

XXVI. land and naval forces. On the firft day, me leg^nna 
made excurlimia, and evoludonl under arms, throng^ 
BX.a^ a fpace of four miles ; on the feccmd, he ordered 
them to review and Icour their arms before their 


relpe^Te tents ; on the third, forming (^pofite par* 
ties, they engaged each oth», in a manner repre. 
fmiting a regular battle, but with blunted weapons, 
and throwing the like l^d of darts. On the fourth 
the^ were mlowed to reft, and, on the fifth, the 
rovmgs commenced again. This regular fucceffion 
of la&)ur and reft, they kept up as long as th^ 
remained at Carthage. In calm weather, me rowers 
and marines pufhing out to fea, made trial, in mock 
fea*fights, of the aravity of their Ihips. Such was 
their employment on the outfide of the walls, and 
thefe exercifes on land and fea qualified both their 
minds and bodies for real a&ion. Within, all parts 
of the city refounded with warlike preparations, 
workmen of every kind being colle&ed together 
in a public arfenal. The general attended to every 
parricular with equal care : at one time he was bufy 
in the fleet and dock-prd ; at another, he headed 
the legions in their excurfions ; again, he employed 
his time in overfedng the works, which were carried 
on, with great diligence and emulation, by a multi* 
tude of workmen in the arfenals, armory, and 
dock-yards, and great numbers of necef&ry articles 
finiihed every day. Having thus fet on foot ihefe 
preparations, repaired the breaches in the walls, and 
eftabliflied pofts for the guard of the city, he fet out 
for Tarraco, and, on his way thither, received as he 
went along a great number of embaffies. Some of 
thefe he anfwered on the road, and diftnifled ; othm 
lie adjourned to Tarraco, where he had appointed a 
general meeting of all the allies both new and old. 
Accordingly, this meeting was attended by almoft 
every ftate o^the hither*fide of the Iberus, and 
by many firt^ the further Spain. The Cart h a gini an 

generals. 
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geneials, at firft, carefully fupprefled the intelU* BOOK 
gence of Cartfiage being taken j afterwards^ when XXVl. 
diat event became t&o notorious to be any longer 1 . 
concealed or diffembled, they a&d;ed to fpeak or it 
with little concern. They faid, that “ by an unez* 

<* pefied attack, and the efforts of one day, one 
** city in Spain had been furprifed and taken in a 
manner by Health : that an inexperienced youth, 

** elated by the acquifition of a prize of but little 
** confequence, had, by his immoderate joy, iih- 
*< pofed on it the appearance of an in^portant vie* 

** tory : but as foon as he fhould hear that three 
“ generals, and three armies of his enemies, all 
** nufhed with vi&ory, were marching towards him, 

** he would quickly be ftruck with the recolledion 
** of the deaths which had happened in his himily.** 

Such was their language in public, while they them- 
felves were fully fenfible how great a diminution 
&eir ftrength had fuffered in every particular by the 
lo& of Carthage. 
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BOOK XXVII. 

Cnetus FulviuSt proconful, dtfeated by Hannibal y and Jlatn: 
the confuly Claudius Manellusy engages hinty with better 
fucLcfs* Hannibal y ratjing his campy retires ; Marcellus 
purjuesy and forces him to an engagement. They fight twice : 
in ihe JirJi battle Hannibal gams the advantage ; in the 
fecondy Marcellus. Taruitum betrayed to Fabtus Mapcmus^ 
the conful. Sctpio engages with Hafdrubal^ the fon if 
Hamtlcary at Batulay tn Spain, and defeats him. Among 
other pnfoneriy a youth of royal race, and exquifite beauty, 
is taken: Sctpio fets him free, and fends him, enriched 
with magnijiceitt prefents, to his uncle Mafmijfa. Mar-> 
cellus and ^uintui CrifpinuSy confuls, drawn into an am^ 
bufcade by Hannibal: Marcellus is fain; Cnfpinui ef capes ^ 
Operations by Publius Sulpiciusy prator, againjl Philip and 
the Achaans. A cenfus htld : the number of citizens found 
to amount to one hundi ed and thirty f even thoufand on?hun^ 
dred and eight : from which it appears how great a lojs 
they had fuflained by the tiumbtr f unfuccefful battles they 
had of late been engaged in. Hafarubal, who had crojfed 
the Alps with a remfor ement for lianmbaly defeated by 
the confuls Marcui Ltvius and Claudius Nero, and Jlain; 
with him fell fifty-fix thoufand men. 

\ 

'rfB-QOK CUCH was the ftate of afiairs in Spain, In 
^ Italy, the conful Marcellus, after regaining 
poffeflion of Salapia, which was betrayed into Iw 
hands, took, by ftorm, Maronea and Meles, cities 
. ’ belonging 
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bel(»igiag to the Samnites. He made prifoner^ BOOK 
three thoufand of Hannibal’s foldiers, left in garri* 
fon j the booty, which was confiderable, was given 
np to the foldiers: Here were found, alfo, two b!c.'»i 4. 
hundred and forty thoufand pecks of wheat, and 
one hundred and ten thoufand of barley. But the 
joy occafioned hereby was much Icfs than the grief 
felt for an overthrow a few days after, near the city 
of Herdonea. Cneius Fulvius, proconful, lay there 
encamped, in hopes of recovering that city, which, 
after the defeat at Cannae, had revolted from the 
Romans; but his poll was neither ftrong by nature, 
nor fecured by proper guaids. The negligence 
natural to that commander’s dlfpolition was increafed 
by perceiving thtit the inhabitants, as foon as they 
hmd that Hannibal, after the lois of Salapia, had 
withdrawn from that part of the country into Brut- 
tium, began to waver in their attachment to the 
Carthaginians. Intelligence of all thefe particulars 
was conveyed to Hannibal by private meffengers 
from Herdonea ; and, while it made him anxious to 
preferve an allied city, at the fame time infpired hopes 
of attacking the enemy unprepared. With his troops, 
therefore, Ughtly equipped for expedition, he haftenecl 
to Herdonea by fuch long marches, that he almolt 
anticipated the report of his approach ; and, to ftrike 
the greater terror, he advanced in order of battle. 

The* Roman commander, fully equal to him in bold- 
nefs, but inferior in judgment and llrength, haftily 
led out his forces, and engaged him. The fifth 
legion, and the left wing of allied infantry, com- 
menced the fight with vigour. But Hannibal gave 
directions to his cavalry, that, as foon as the lines of 
infantry Ihould have their thoughts and eyes entirely 
occupied on the contefl: between themfelves, they 
ihould ride round ; that one half of them ihould 
fall on the enemy’s camp, and the other on the rear, 
of their troops that were engaged. .With a iheer* 
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BOOiC on the name of Fujvius, he aflured them, that, ta 
XXVII. he had utterly defeated him in the lame country tvh) 
2 years before, the prefent battle would have a limiltf 
B.‘c.* 2 io! Nor ^as this expedtation ill-grounded : ibe, 

after many of the Romans had fallen, in the defe 
conflifk between the lines of infantry (the companies 
and battalions neverthelefs IHll maintaining their 
ground), the tumult rmfed by the cavalry in die 
rear, and the enemy’s Ihout from the camp, whkh 
was heard at the fame time, put to flight the fixth 
legion, which, being polled in the fecond line, VMS 
thrown into diforder by the Numidians; as were 
afterwards the fifth, and thofe in the van. Some 
fled in hurry and confufion, die reft were furrounded 
and llain ; among whom fell Cneiud Fulvius himfdf, 
vnth eleven military tribunes. How many thoufands 
of the Romans and allies were flain in that batde, 
who can pofitively affirm, when I find in fome hdlo- 
rians thirteen thoufand, in others not mole than 
feven ? The conqueror poflefled himfelf of the camp 
and the fpoil. iWing difcovered that Herdoneb 
was difpofed to revolt to the Romans, and would 
not continue fiuthful to him after his departure, he 
removed the inhabitants to Metapontum and l^u- 
rium, and burned the city to the ground. The 
leaders of the party, who were found to have held 
fecret conference with Fulvius, he put to death. The 
Romans who efcaped the daughter of this diiaftious 
day, fled, half-armed, by diflFerent roads into Sam- 
nitan, to the conful Marcellus. 

II. Marcellus, not too much difmayed by fo great 
a dilafter, wrote to Rome to the fenate an accooftt 
of the general and army being loll: at Herdonea; 
adding, that, notwhhllanding this misfortune, ** hb, 
" who had quelled the haughty fpirit of Hannibal, 
** when his confidence was at the higheft, hi 
<« cun&quence of his victory at Canns, was hbw 

“^going 
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going againft faim, with the lame degree of rdb> B OO 
•* hition, and would take eSSEliual care that his RXFU. 
" prefent joy and exultation fhould be Ihort." At 
Rome, as people*s grief for the paft was grqat, fo 
'were thdr fears of me future. The conful, pa^g 
over from Samnium into Lucania, pitched his camp 
ift Numiftio, on level ground, within view of Han> 

1^1, who was polled on an hill. He gave, behdes, 
another proof of confidence in his own llrength, 
for he was the firlt to offer battle. Nor did iHfan* 
l|ittal, on feeing the flandards advance tlirough the 
gates, decline the challenge. However, they drew 
up their forces in fuch a manner, that the right 
Sfiag of the Carthaginians ilretched up the hill, and 
the left wing of toe Romans was brought clofe to 
tte town. From the third hour, the a£rion had 
laired until night, and the fotigue of fighting for 
fu(^ a length of time had overpowered the foremoft 
lines, confining, on the fide of the Romans, of the 
iirft legion and the right wing of allies ; on Han- 
afoal’s fide, of the Spanilh infontry, Balearick 
lingers, and the elephants, which, at the beginning 
ei the migagement, had beat brought into the field. 

Agd now the fight flagged for a confiderable time, 
ne^er party having gained any advantage, when 
the diird legion advanced into the place of the firft, 
and the left wing of the allies into that of the right ; 
on the fide of the enemy, likewife, the wearied were- 
relieved by frefh troops. On this, both parties 
being in full fpirits and vigour, inltead of the foroBnr 
languid efforts, a furious conflid at once arofe ; but 
njght feparated the combatants before the victory 
could- he decided. Next morning, the Romans 
foOod, in order of battle, from funrite, during a great 
part the day, and none df the enemy coming out 
to face them, gathered the fpoils at thrir Irifure, 
and coliefling the bodies of their flain into one fpot, 
bnlihed them on a funeral pile. In the following 

night, 
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BOOK night, Hannibal decamped in filcnce, and marched 
^XXVII. off towards Apulia; but, as foon as day-light difqd^ 
enemy’s flight, Marcellus, leaving Ijki' 
<B.C.‘3io! wounded at Numiftro, with a fmall garrifon, thf 
command of which he gave to Lucius Furius Pur*' 
pureo, a military tribune, fet out immediately iff 
clofe purfuit, and oveitook him at Venulia. 'Here, 
during feveral days, many Ikirmiflies happened 
between parties Tallying from the outpofts, in which 
infantry and cavalry were intermixed, and whkh 
produced more noife and tumult than real advantage 
to dther fide ; but which, in general, terminated m 
favour of the Romans. From thence the two armiea 
marched through Apulia without any engagement cf 
confequence; for Hannibal, feeking opportunities 
for ftratagems, removed always by night, Marcellus 
never folio\^dng but in clear day>light, andt after 
having carefully examined the count! y through which 
he was to pafs. 

III. Meanwhile, as Flaccus was fpending much 
time at Capua, in fellmg the property of the ncbi> 
lity, and fetting to farm the forfeited eftates, all of 
which he let for a rent of corn, he was turmlhed with 
a frefli occailon for pradiling feverity on the Cafll^M* 
nians ; for he received certmn informadon of a wiched 
fcheme, of an extraordinary nature, which had for 
fome time been hatching in fecret. Having removed 
the foldiers out of the houfes, for two realons, firft, 
bwcaufe he chofe that the houfes of the city fhould 
be held along with the lands ; and, next, becaufe he 
feared left exceflive luxury might enervate his army, 
as it had that of Hannibal, he had made them build 
huts for themfelves, in the military manner, near the 
gates and walls. Now fttoft of thefe were formed of 
hurdles, or boards, fome of reeds interwoven, and idl 
of them covered with ftraw,as if purpofely intended for 
combuftion. One hundred and feventy CampdHftUkd, 
at the head of whom were two brothers, of the aime 

of 



OF ROME. 449 

of had confpired to fet fire to all the&, BOOK 

at one hour of the night. ^ But Ithe defign was dif- 
covered by fome flaves belonging to the Blofii, y.r!!<I^ 
i^r^eupon, the gates bang innantly fliut by order Bic.*3ia 
icX the proconful, and the foldiers having, on thefignal 
beings g^ven, a^mbled under arms, all who were 
concerned in the confpiracy were feized, and after 
vmdergoing a fevere examination by torture, con- 
demned and put to death. The informers were re- 
warded with their freedom, and ten thoufand * 
ea^. The Nucerians and Acerrans, having com* 
phS^ed that they had no place of habitation, as 
Acerra was partly burned, and Nuceria demolilhed, 

Fulvius fent them to Rome to the fenate. Permif- 
ihlli was granted to the Acerrans to rebiuld what 
had been thus defiroyed ; and the Nucerians, agree- 
ably to their own choice, were tranfplanted to 
AtnpU, the inhabitants of the lattejr being ordered 
to ^move to Calatia. Among the multiplicity of 
in^itant affairs, (fome profperous others adverfe,) 
which occupied the thoughts of the public, even 
the citadel of Tarentum was not forgotten : Marcus 
Ogdlnius and Publius Aquilius, being commiflioned 
^ the purpofe, went into Etruria to purchafe corn, 
wiEwh was to be conveyed to Tarentum ; and, toge- 
t&B^th the corn, were fent thither, as a re-m- 
fofmpent to the ganifon, one thoufand men out 
of the city troops, confifting of equal numbers of 
Rpmans and allies. 


IV. The fummer was now nearly elapfed, and the 
timeof the confular election drew nigh : but a letter 
recced from Marcellus, affirming that it would 
be imurious to the public intereft, if he were to de- 
partu ftep from Hannibal, who was retreatii^ before 
hil^' while he, by a clofe purfuit, diftrefira hiin 
fn^i^^ally, threw the fenate into fome perplemty, as 

* 3a 1. 51. xed. 
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R itief w«re anti^Un| ^er to ca£ home Ae cumfvi 
1- at a time when he moft a£dTdy enjoyed •oahil 
Ae eaemy, or to let the year pan without 
It was jud^ moft ad^able, thot^ the 
conful Valerius was abroad, that he moidd rad£sr 
be recalled, and even froi^ Sicily, According, 
in purfuance of an order of the fenate, a letter was 
fmt to him by Lucias Manlius, praetor of tin ciqr» 
and, together with it^ that of the conful ManaUttS, 
that from them he might percrive Ae raijlpli, 
which induced the fenate to recall him froiliv^ 
province, rather than his colleague* About Ah 
time ambafladors came to Rome from King S) 
with a recital of all the fuccefsful battles wh' 


had fought agwift the Carthaginians, and aftofabdes 
that ** their King entertained not a more inveterate 
** enmity to any nation than to the Cartha^hosm, 
nor>a more warm friendlhip for any than the 
** Roman;” adding, that ** he had bdbA>fi!nt 
** embalHes into Spain, to the Roman generals, Cl||Cstis 
and Publius Cornelius ; and that he now wtmed 
** to feek, as it were at the fountain headpi.‘Ae 
friendlhip of the Romans.” The fenate not 
only anfwered his ambaifadors with kindneh* hut 
lent others in return, charged with prefents 
King} thefe were Lucius Genucius, Publius 
lias, and Publius Popilius. The prefents J i Wi i ch 
they carried were, a purple gown and veil, an ivory 
chair, and a golden bowl of five pounds wsagfat. 
They received orders alfo to proceed to vifit oAer 
chimaons of Africa, carrying with them donatives of 

g owns with purple borders, and golden bowls 
Ig three pounds each. To Alexandria, alio. Were 
fent Marcus Atilius and Manias AdRus, in c|Alfiy 
to Iftolemy niilopater and Queen Cle(^i|pn^ to 
revive and renew the former treaty of fitieuA^; 
tieariag wiA Aem a puijde gown and veft, 
ivory chair, for the fiing^ an raibroidered gotjfcjiind 
a |Arple robe for Ae Quern. During this luPnijr, 
* may 
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SMDyfKMSgiBi vmNt reported fito the a^hboHlEing SOOC 
fijdia ead eortitiy ; tbrt at Tu&ulum, a Lunb was XXVSL 
^irtBed with 4ts adder fuM of muk ; and that the . 

Iknapfe af fu|iiter was ftrack on the roof by light- 
tHi|g» and almdl entirety ftripped of its covering : ’ * > 

ihflC at ilnagnia, about the fame time, the ground 
h^nre one of the gates was fired, and without the *- 

hid^nf any combumble matter continued bunung 
and a nighty that at Compitum, in the di£ 
of dnagma, the birds forfook their nefts on 
mi trees in the grove of Diana; that near the 
of the haibour of Tarracini, fhakes of won- 
dll^l fine were feen in the fea, and fpoiling Idee 
£fikes; that at Tarquinn, a pig was Iktered which 
hid* human &ce ; and that, in the dilhrid of G»- 
fMBOA, at the grove of Feroma, four llatues fweated 
biltod profufely for a day and a night. Thefe evil 
tafldltt were expiated with vidims of the greater 
]iniii in rt}iribrniky to the order of the pondfis; 

4aril fupplication was ordered to be performed at all 
life Atrines, one day at Rome, and anoriier in 'the 
*4ifli|^ of Capena, at the grove of Feronia. 

W, The conful Marcus Valerius, on recetyt of 
AliiS letters by which he was Summoned home, gave 
command of the province and die army to 
i^^i^rartor Cincius ; fern Marcus Valerius hfemda, 
coriunaader of the fleet, wirii half of the ibtys to 
Aheusa, to plunder the country, and, at the fiuue 
Ane, to ^n intrtKgence of the motions and intan- 
titms '(d the Cartha^ians: then he fet out himfelf 
'Olidk ten fliips, and arriving at Rome, after a praf^ 

' ^'"5 voyage, immediately convened the fenrte. 

he redted the fervices which he had q>et- 
d ; thu ** after hoftiliiies had been carried on 
jSidty, and many levere Ioffes Inftamed on 
u asid fea thiring almoft Gaatf yearn, thn bad 
Hie war m a final <arminaibn< jn»t 
♦ e o s 
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BOOK there vpas not one Carthagiahn in Sidly, nor 
XXVII. « one Sicilian, of thofe who had been compelled 
“ by fear to fly and live abroad, who was not then aC 
bIcsio! ** home; that all had been reinftated in the polSdlfian 
** of their own cities and eftates, and were employed 
** in plowing and fowing ; that the land, after 
ing been long deferted, was at length filled again 
“ with inhabitants, and in a condition both to afford 
** plenty to its occupiers, and the moil certain fup* 
** plies of provifions to the Roman people other in 
peace or war.” After this, Mudnes, and fuch 
others as had deferved well of the Roman people, 
were introduced to the fenate; who, to fulfil the 
engagements of the conful, bellowed rewards on 
them all. Mutines was even made a Roman ^ 
tizen, an order for that purpofe being propofed 
to the commons by a plebeian tribune, in pur- 
fuance of dire£lions from the fenate. While thefe 
matters paffed at Rome, Maicus Valerius 
with fifty Ihips, arriving on the coafl of Affica 
before day, made an unezpe£led defcent on the 
lands of Utica, which he ravaged to a great ex* 
tent ; and, after taking many prifoners, and other 
booty of every kind, reimbarked, fet fail for Sicily, ' 
and returned to Ulybxum, on the thirteenth day 
after he had left it. On examining the prifoners, 
the following particulars were difcovered, and all, in 
order, communicated by letter to the conful Lsevinns, 
that he might know the real flate of afl^rs in Africa. 
That ** there were at Carthage five thouland Nu* 
** nudians, commanded by Mafmifla, fon of Gala, 
** a young man of a very euterprifmg fpirit ; and 
** that people were employed in all parts of Affrica, 
** in hiring other troops, which were to be fent 
** to Spain, to Hafdrubd, in order that, witih the 
** moll numerous army which he could muftery and 
** vridi all pofl^le expedition, he might pafii over 
** into Italy and join Hannibal, lint on ffiis 
• ** meafore 
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meaftire the Carriiaginians placed all dieif hopes BOO K 
*• of focceft. That, befides this, they were fitting 3CXVn. 
** <mt a vety great fleet for the recovery of Sicil]r, 
and Aat the prifoners believed it would fail thi- 
dier in a very fhort time.” When the letter 
oontiuning this information was read, it made fo 
^reat an impreflion on the fenate, that they all con* 
cttrred in opinion, that the conful ought not to #ait 
for the ele£iions, but to nominate a dictator to hold 
them, and return without delay to his province. 

Tffls plan was obftruded by a difpute which arofe ; 
for foe ccmful declared that he would nominate didn* 
tor Marcus Valerius Meflala, who was then in Sicily 
commanding the fleet ; but the fenate infllled, that a 
didator could not be nominated who was in any 
place out of the Roman territory, which extended 
noit beyond the limits of Italy. Marcus Lucretius, 
plfocfon tribune, propofing the queilion hereupon, 
the 'fonate decreed thus; “ that the conful, befwe 
he left the city, ihoulcf confult the people as, to 
** who they wiihed to be appointed di£hitor, and 
“ fliottld nominate to that office whomfoever they 
** fliould order. That, if he reftifed this, the praetor 
** fliould hold the meeting, and if he alfo were unwil* 
flng to do it, that then the tribunes ihould propofe 
** foe queftion.” Valerius declared, that he would not 
afk tite judgment of the people on a matter properly 
bddbiging to his own jurirdiftion, and he forbade 
it in the praetor ; on which the plebeian tribunes 
jntjpcded the queftion, and the commons ordered, 
that Quintus Fulvius, then at Capua, fliould be 
created di&ator. But in the night preceding the 
day on which the aftembly of the people was to be 
heldy'^the conful went on privately to Sicily; and 
fots ftnate, left thus unfupported, took the refolution 
of ordering a letter to be fent to Marcus Claudius, 
di^Sriflg him to give affiftance to the commonwealth, 

Ins colleague had deferted, and to nominate 
6 G 3 thf?* 
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BOOK thedidator 6xed on by die peopk. Accoidiagly* 
Quintus Folvius was nominated didator by the 
conful Claudius ; and, in compliance with the lame 

BX:. ito! order of the people, the diftator, Quintus Fulvius, 
named Publius Licinius CralTus, then chief pontiff, 
mafter of the horfe. 

▼I. The dilator, on coming to Rome, fent 
Cneius Sempronius Blxfus, who had been a lieute- 
nant-general under him at Capua, into the province 
of Etruria, to take the command of the army there, 
in the romn of the praetor, Caius Calpumius, whc^ 
he called away by letter, to command his Own 
army at Capua. He* appointed for the eledions 
the earliefl: day on which they could be held ; but 
a difpute arifing between the didfator and the tn> 
bimes, they could not be Bnilhed on that day. The 
younger Galerian century having obtained by lot 
the privilege of voting Bril, named as coilfuls, 
Quintus Fulvius and Quidtus Fabius ; and the 
Curies, votbg in their courfe, would have folbwed 
them, had not two plebdan tribunes, Caius and 
Lucius Areonius, interpofed. They afferted that 
“ the re-elefting of the fame perfon to the fupreme 
“ roagiftracy was not eaBly reconcileable to the 
** principles of a republic i and much more perai- 
** clous would the precedent be, if the very peHbn 
“ who prefided at the eledfion were himfelf to be 
** chofen. If therefore the didbator admitted his own 
** name in the lift of candidates, they would proteft 
» againft the eledion ; but, if he recaved on the 
“ lift any other except himfelf, they would give 
** no obftrudbion to the bufinefs.” The didbator 
maintained the propriety of the proceedings of die 
affembly, on the grounds of a vote (ff the feiiate, 
an order of the people, and feveral precedents. 
For " in the confulate of Cneius Servilius, when 
** the other conful Caius Flaminius had fidlen at 
• " the 
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** die Trailmenus, the queftion was, by dirdSaon BOO K 
** of the fenate, propofed to the people, and the 
“ people order^ that, fo long as the war conti* y.R.< 4 *« 
** nued in Italy, it fliould be lawful for them to re> E<C« 

** ele£t to the confulfhip, and that as often as they 
** ihould fee proper, any of thofe who had already ' 

** held that ofEce. As to precedents in point, he 
** had one of ancient date, in the cafe of Ludus 
** Poftumius Megellus, who, while he was interrex, 

** was, in the aflembly where he himfelf preiided, 

** created conful, with Caius Junius Bubulcus j and 
** a recent one, in the cafe of Quintus Fabius, who 
« certainly would never have fuffered himfelf to be 
** re>eleded, if it were inconfiftent with the public 
" good.” After long difpute, maintained by thefe . 
and fuch arguments, an agreement at laft toox place 
between the di&ator and the tribunes to abide by 
the determination of the fenate. The fenators were 
of opinion, that the prefent ftate of the common* 
wealth was fuch as required that the adminiilration 
of its a&irs fhould be 'in the hands of experienced 
commanders, {killed in all the arts of war ; and they 
dierefore- dihipproved of any oppofidon to the pro- 
ceedings of the affembly of eleven. The tribunes 
then acquiefeed, and the ele^on proceeded. Quintus 
Fabius Maximus' a fifth time, and Quintus Fulvios 
Flaccus a fourth, were declared confuls. The fol- 
lowing perfons were then eledted praetors : Lucius 
Vetunus Philo, Titus Quintus Crifpinus, Ctuus 
Hoftilius Tubulus, Caius Arunculeius. As focxi as 
the appointment of magiftrates ‘for the year was 
fodih^, Quintus Fulyius refigned the didatorfhip. 
Towards the end of this fummer, a Carthaginian fleet 
of forty ffa^s, under the command of Hamilcar, fajl/pd 
over to Sardim'a, and committed great d^re^tkos 
in the diftrift of Olbia. Afterwards, on the praetor, 

Publius Manlius Vulfo, appearing there with an 
. army, they proceeded to the other, fide of die ifluul, 

G G 4 and 
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BOOK ravaged the lands of Caralita, from whence they 
XXVIl. returned with booty of all kinds to Africa. Several 
Y IlT"' '* priefts died this year, and others were fub- 

B*c.|ioi Ahuted in their places. Caius Servilius was made a 
pontiff, in the room of Titus Otacilius Craffus ; 

* Tiberius Sempronius Longus, fon of Tiberius, an 
augur, in the room of Otacilius Craffus; and the 
fame Tiberius Sempronius, a decemvir for dirediing 
religious rites, in the room of Tiberius Sempronius 
Longus, fon of Cams. Marcus Marcius, king in 
religious matters, and Marcus iSmilius Papus, chief 
curio, died, but their places were not hlled up dur* 
ing this year. Lucius Veturius Philo, and Publius 
Licinius Craffus, chief pontiff, were created cenfors 
for the year. Licinius ( raffus had not, before this 
appointment, been either conful or praetor, but was 
advanced, at one flep, from the sedilelhip to the 
cenforfhip. However, thefe cenfors neither chofe 
a fenate, nor tranfaffed any public bufinefs, being 
prevented by the death of Lucius “Veturius, on 
which Licinius abdicated the office. The curule 
aediles, Lucius Veturius and Publius Licinius Varus, 
repeated the exhibition of the Roman games once. 
The plebeian aediles, Quintus Catius and Lucius Por* 
cius Licinius, out of the money accruing from fines, 
eredted brasen flatues in the temple of Ceres, and 
exhibited games with much magnificence and fplen* 
dor, confidering the circumftances of thofe times. 

VII. At the end of the year, Caius Lzlius, 
Scipio’s lieutenant-general, on the thirty-fourth day 
after he fet fail from Tarraco, arrived at Rome, 
and paffing through the ffreets, with the train of 
prifoners whom he brought, attraded a vaft con- 
courfe of people. Next day, being introduced to 
the fenate, he delivered the advices with which he 
was charged, that Carthage, the metropolis of Spain, 
had been reduced in one day, feveral revolted cities 

brought 
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broaglu back to obedience, and new alfiances fonned B 6 6'K 
with others.. From the prifoners, information xfras XXWt 
gained, correfponding, in general, with that con- 
timed in the letter of Marcus Valerius Meflala. 

What gave the greateft; uneafinefs to the Tenate, . 
wis Hafd rubai’s intended march into Italy, which 
tints fcarcely able to withftand Hannibal, and the 
force which he had already with him. Lxlius aflb, 
coming out into the general aflembly, gave a fimi- 
lar account. The fenate, in conhderation of the 
fervices performed by Publius Scipio, dwreed a 
fupplication for one day ; and then ordered Caius 
Lselihs to return with all expedition to Spain, with 
the fhips which he had brought thence. On the 
authority of a great many hiftorians, I have fixed 
the taking of Carthage in this year, although I am 
not ignorant that feveral have placed it in the year 
following ; but it appeared to me very improbable, 

< that Scipio fhould have pafled a whole year in Spain 
without doing any thing. The confulate of Quintus Y.K.g 4 %. 
Pabius Maximus, a fifth time, and Quintus Fulvius B.C. ao|. 
FlScciis, a iburth, commencing on the ides of 
March, a decree was pafled on the fame day, ap- 
pointing Italy the province of both, but they were 
to command feparately in different quarters ; Fa- 
biuS to conduft the operations of the war at Ta- 
r^tum, Fulvius in Lucania and Bruttium. Mar- 
cus Claudius was continued in command for a year. 

The praetors then caft lots for their provinces: 

Caius Hoflilius Tibullus obtained the. city jurifdic- 
tion ; Lucius Veturius Philo, the foreign, with Gaul ; 

Titus Quintus Crifpinus, Capua ; and Caius Aron* 
culeius, Sardinia. The troops were difliributed 
among the provinces in this manner : to Fulvius, were 
decreed the two legions which Marcus Valerius 
LsBvinus had in Sicily ; to Quintus Fabius, thofe 
which Caius Calpurnius had commanded in Etruria ; 
the city troops were to replace thofe in Etruria, 
and Caius Calpurnius was to command the fame 

pro- • 
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BrOO'K pionacse, vnik the arniy*^ Tttus Qttinthie \m, 

have the government of Capua, nith the arogi. 
which had ferved there under Quintus Fulvius^ 
Lucius Veturius was to receive, from Caiusl«$i^ 
i rius propraetor, the province of Ariminum, witb 
the army then on the fpot ; to Marcus Mare^Uf 
were alHgned the legions which he had in Ma 
coiifulate adled fuccelsfuily ; to Marcus Valeruis, 
in conjunction with Lucius Cincius, (for they alio 
were continued in command in Sicily,) the tro<^ 
of Cannae were given, with orders to complete thdbr 
full complement out of the furviving foldiera of 
Cneius Fulvius’s legions. Thefe were collected to* 
gether, and fent by the confuls into Sicily, being 
ftigmatized by the fame ignominious order under 
wmch the troops of Cannae ferved, and thole of 
the army of the praetor Cneius Fulvius, whom the 
fimate, through refentment at the like cowardice, 
had formerly ordered thither. To Caius Aruncu- 
leius were adigned, for Sardmia, the fame legions 
which had ferved in that province under Publius 
Manlius Vulfo. Publius Sulpicius was continned 
in command for a year, to hold the province of 
Macedonia, and with the fame legion and the fame 
fleet which he then had. Thirty quinqueremes 
were ordered to be fent from Sicily to Tarentum, 
to Quintus Fabius the conful ; and, with the reft of 
the fleet, Marcus Valerius Laevinus was either to 
fail over to Africa himfelf, to ravage the country, 
or, to fend thither Lucius Cincius, or Marcus Va^ 
nus Meflala. With refpeCf to Spain no change waa 
made, only that Scipio and Silanus were continued 
in commmid, not for a year, but until they fliQuld 
be recalled by the fenate. Such was the difti^* 
tion made of the provinces, and of the commandattf 
the arnues for that year. ' , 

Vm. Among other bufinels of more ferious im< 
portance, the aflembly, convened for the purpofe 
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d deding to die piieftfaood a chief aaeb» ia die BOOK 
TOem of M»eds iEmilitiey revived an old Afpute; XX1/1BI. 
for the patridans inlifted, that Caius Mamilius Vi» ^ 
tolus^ the only plebeian candidate, ought not to be 


allowed to ftand, becaufe none but a patricbui had 
evd held that office of the priefthood. The tn* 
btfnes, being appealed to, referred the bofinefs to 
the fonate. The fenate voted, that the people might 
a€l therein as they ffiould think proper. Thus Caiua 
Mamilius Vitulus was eleded chief curio, bdng die 
firft plebdan admitted into that office. Publius 
licinius, chief pontiff, compiled Caius Vaterius 
Flaecus, agdnfl: his will, to be inaugurated flamen 
of Jupito'. Caius Laetorius was created decemvir 
for the performance of religious rites, in the room 
of Quintus Mucius Scscvcda deceafed. 1 fhould 
vnllingly pafs over in hlence the reafon of the fUmen 
bdng forced into die office, labouring, as he then 
did, under a bad charader, had he not afterwards 
acquired a very good one. Caius Flaccus had fpent 
his youth in idlenefs and debauchery, and his vicious 
couirfes had drawn on him the difpleafure of his own 
brother Lucius Flaccus, and of his other relations : 
and Pliblius Lucius was in hope of reclaiming him. 
Indeed, when his thoughts became engaged in the 
care of the facrihces and religious performances, he 
quickly made fuch a complete alteration in his con- 
dud;, from what it had hitherto been, that, among 
all the young men of the time, no one was held in 
higher effeem, or more entirely approved by the 
principal patricians, by his own family, and by all. 
This univerfal good charader infpiring him with a 
proper fenfe of his own worth, he aflerted a pri-% 
vilege which had for many years been laid alide, on 
account of the unworthinefs of former flameos, that 
of having a feat in the fenate. On his coming into 
the fenate-houfe, the praetor, Lucius Ltdnius, led 
him out ; on which he appealed to the tribunes of 
the commcms, alleging that he only claimed an 
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B:00 E' andent fnnvilege of his pfriefthood,, vhidi 

fierred on the office of flamen, togethor idih IQf { 
puiple>bordered robe and the curule chair. 
praetor argued that fuch a right depended na| im 
^ die copies of annals, render^ obfolete by thdr 
aadquity, but on the cuftomary prance of nl^ 
recent times; and that in the memory of the^ 
fathers and even grandfathers no fiamen of Jupi* 
ter had been allowed it. The tribunes thoi^ht 
it rea&nable, that, as the right had been fufimd 
to fall into difufe through the inattention of former 
fiamens, the injury enfuing fhould affed only them- 
felves, and not the office; and accordingly, with- 
out any oppofition from the praetor himf<^, and 
vrith the univerfal approbation of the fenate and 
commons, they introduced the flamen to a feat in 
the fenate, though all mra were of opinion that 
his having attained his objed, was owing to die 
Arid integrity of his condud rather than to any 
privilege of the priefthood. The confuls, before they 
departed for their provmces, raifed two city legions, 
and fuch a number of foldiers as was necedary to 
make up the complement of the other armies. I^ie 
force which hitherto had ferved in the city, the 
conful Fulvius gave to his brother Caius Fulvius 
Flaccus, lieutenant'general, with orders to mardi 
it into Etruria, and to bring home to Rome the' 
legions then in that province. The other ctmful, 
..Fabius, having colleded the relics of Fulvius's 
army, which amounted to three thoufand three hun- 
dred and thirty fix men, ordered his fon Quuk 
tus Mammus to conduct them into Sicily, to the 
proconful Marcus Valerius, and to receive from him 
the two legions and thirty quinqueremes. The re- 
moval of thefe legions out of the ifland made no 
diminution, in refped ather of ftrength or a{qi6ar« 
ance, in the force ftationed in that province. For, 
befides two veterui legions, completely recriuted to 
dieir full complement, the proconful had n |;reat 
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awAitu d e of Numidian deferters, both horfe and BOOX. 
Hofft, and be alfo enlifted in hisfenice thofe SidUans 
who had ferved in the army of Epic^des, and that yTCr 
the Carthaginians, men well experienced in war. 

By annexing a part of thefe foreign auxiliaries to 
eadt of the Roman legions, he preferved the appear* 
anee of two armies ; With one of which he ordered 
Ludus Cincius to guard that part of the ifland which 
was formerly the kindom of Hiero ; and, with the 
other, he himfelf took charge of the reft of it, lq>a* 
rated formerly by the boundaries of the Roman and 
Carthaginian dominions. He likewife made divifion 
of the fleet, which confifted of feventy fail, in order 
that they might extend their protedion of the coafts 
round the whole circumference of the ifland. At* 
tended by the cavalry of Mutines, he went in perfon 
through every part of the province, to view the 
lands, obferve what parts were cultivated, and what 
were not, commending or reproving the owners ac* 
cordipgly. In confequence of his care in this particu- 
lar, fuch an abundance of com was produced, that, 
bdides fending a quantity to Rome, he conveyed to 
Catana a fulEcient fupply for the army, which was 
to be employed during the fummer at Tarentum. 

•IX. But the tranfportation of thofe foldiers into 
Sicily, the greater part of whom were Latines and 
allies, was very near proving the caufe of formidable 
difturbances ; fo true it is, that the ifliies of great 
afliurs often depend on trivial circumftances. For 
the Latines and allies, in their meetings, began to 
murmur, that they bad now for ten years bear 
** drain^ by levies and contributions. That, goae- 
** rally every year, they fuffered great lofles in the 
** war. Many were flain in the field, many Were 
cut oflF by ficknefs ; and that every one of their 
** countrymen, enlifted as a foldier by the Romans, 

*( was more effedually loft to them, than if he were 
** taken prifoner by the Carthaginians } becaufe the 

** latter 
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•OOJt ** lat«er mras fait back, witboot rsmfom, to hii<bMliii- 
^ by, whereas Ae other was ordered by the ShoMMlib 

il fflCj ' ** OM of Italy, into baniftiment indded, radher Chatt%> 
** military 'mvice. The troops of Ca^ae weiwiMfw 
** growing old in that fituadon, having been Ui It 
. ** nearly eight years, and would end their lived 

*• fore the enemy, whofe ftren^h was at the ^efont 
** in a ftate particularly flouriihing, would retire out 
** of haly. If veteran foldiers were not to retatm 
*** home, and dill new ones to be enlifted, ihere 
’•* would not, in a fhort time, be one of that de!(crip> 
“ tion remaining. Wherefore it was become necef- 
■** fary, before they fhould be reduced to the laft 
** degree of defolation and want, to deny to the 
** Romans that which particular circumdances alone 
“ would Ihortly render it impofditde to grant. If 
** that people faw the allies cordially uniting in 
“ fuch a meafure, they certainly would think of 
** making peace with the Carthaginians : otherwife, 
** as long* as Hannibal lived, Italy would never be 
“ free from war.’* Thus did they argue in their 
ademblies. The Roman colonies were, at this diae, 
thirty in number ; all of whom had ambafiadws at 
Rome; and twdve of them prefented a remon* 
urance to the confuls, dating that they had not the 
means of furnilhing the fupplies of men and mmMy. 
Thefe were Ardea, Nepete, Sutrium, Alba, Carfooli, 
Cora, Suefla, Circeii, Setia, Gales, Narnia, and 
Interamna. The confuls, furpnfcd at fuch an eicua* 
ordinary declaration, and wilbing to deter them 
from tne meditated fecelfion, to which end they 
fuppofed that cenfure and reproof would <be more 
effe^ual dian gentle meafures, anfwered, that ** the 
** expreilions which they had dared to ufe were fuch 
as the confuls could not prevail on themfoives to 
** repeat in die fenate. For they contained not a 
*** refufal of military duty, but an open defofrkm 
** from the Roman people. They adv^ (hem, 
*** thoehwe, to retmm home mAwdy to oonMt 
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^ iA9i their refpe^ve countrymen, as if no ftep fcOOK 
'f* bad yet been taken j fince their infamous defign, 

** though difcldfed in words, had not proceeded to 
*** S/6doa ; and to remind them that they were not^ ^f ' i^ ' 
** natives of Campania, or of Tarentum, but of 
** Rome. That from thence they derived their 
** <vigin, and from thence were fent out into colo* 

** aies, into lands taken from enemies, for the 
** purpofe of increafing population ; and that, cen« 

** j^uently, whatever duties children owe to parents, 

** thae they owed to the Romans, if they had any 
“ remains of natural aSedion, or any regard for 
** their mother country. They delired them, there- 
** fore, to confer on the matter anew ; for that, as to 
** the meafures which they had inconfiderately men* 

** tinned, their tendency was to betray the Roman 
** empire, and to give up the conqueft of it to Han- 
** nibal.** Though the confuls, one after the other, 
reafoned with them in this manner for a long time, 
yet the ambalTadors were not in the lead moved, 
but replied, that they* had nothing new to repre- 
** fent to the fenate at home, ndther had that aflem- 

bl^ grounds for new deliberation, when they 
** nather had men to be enlifted, ner money to pay 
** them.** The confuls, finding them inflexible, 
laid the affair befoie the fenate : and here it excited 
fuch ferious apprehenfions in every mind, that great 
numbers cried out, that the ruin of the empire 
** was at hand ; that the other colonies would ad in 
** ^e fame manner f fo would the allies ; that all 
** had confpired to betray the city of Rome to Han- 
« nibal.** 

X. The confuls endeavoured to confole and en- 
courage the fenate, telling them, that the other 
** colomes would mtuntain their allegiance and duty 
** as heretofore; and that even thefe which had 
** fwerved from their duty, if ambadadors ware 
t* fett round among them, inftruded to apply 
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book ^ reproo&f and not intreaties, would be imp^ed 
XXVIl. “ with refped for the fovereign authority.** 

received power from the fenate to*ad ^d msmage 
Ihould fee moft conducive to the public 
good, they began by founding the difpofitions oi^ the 
other colonies ; and then, fummoning their ambaifa* 
dors, demanded of them in public, whether they 
had their contingents of foldiers ready according to 
the regulation ? To this Marcus Sextilius, of Fre- 
gellae, in behalf of the eighteen colonies, made 
aidwer, that “ the foldiers were ready according to 
“ the regulation ; that if a greater number fliould 
** be required, they would bring them ; and, ^hat 
“ whatever elfe the Roman people Ihould command 
or wilh, they would perform with zeal and dili- 
“ gence. That they wanted not fufficiency of means, 
** and had more than a fufficiency of inclination.** 
On this the confuls, after premifing that all the praifes 
which themfelves could beftow would be inadequate 
to their merits, unlefs they were joined by the thanks 
of the whole body of the fenate in full affembly, 
detired them to accompany them into the fenate-houfe. 
The fenate complimented them by a decree conceived 
in the moll honourable terms poffible, and then 
charged the confuls to conduct them into an afiem- 
bly of the people alfo, and there, among the many 
other important fervices which thofe colonies had 
performed to them and their ancellors, to make 
proper mention of this recent inftance of their meri- 
torious condu£l towards the eommonwealth. Even 
now, and after fo many ages, their names Ihould 
not be loft in filence, nor Ihould they be defrauded of 
their due praife : they were thefe — Signia, Norba, 
Saticulum, Brund; m, Fregeilas,.Luceria, Venulia, 
Adria, Firma, Ariminum; on the coaft of the 
other fea, Pontia, Pxftum, and Cofa; and in- the 
inland parts, Beneventum, hernia, Spoletum, Ha- 
centia, and Cremona. Supported by thefe, the 
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Rosaan empire was ^bled to ftand ; and they re* b 
celhled every mark of gratitude both in the fenate, and X3fvn. 
in the affembly 6f the people. The former ordered, 
diat no mention Ihould be made of the odier twelve 
dependencies, which had refufed to fumifli their quota 
ibr the war, and that the confuls fhould neither difmifs 
nor detain their ambadadors, nor hold any commu* 
nication with them : fuch a tacit proof of difpleafure 
was judged the moft fuitable to the dignity of the 
Roman people. While the confuls were bufyin 
expediting the other necedary preparations for the 
caiii||)aign, it was refolved to draw out of the trea* 
fury the vicefiinary gold, (that is to fay, a fund 
formed of the twentieth part of the value of daves 
enfranchifed,) which was referved for exigencies of 
the utmod necedity. There was drawn out accord- 
ingly, to the amount of four thoufand pounds weight 
of gold. Of this were given to the confuls, to Imr- 
cus Marcellus and Publius Sulpicius, proconfuls, 
and to Lucius Veturius, the prxtor, to whom the 
lots had given the province of Gaul, five hundred 
pounds each ; and befides this, there were given, 
in particular charge, to the conful Fabius, one hun- 
dred pounds of gold to be carried into the citadel 
of Tarentum. The remainder they employed in 
maldng contracts, with ready money, for clothing 
the army, who w'ere then ferving in Spain, with 
fo much honour to themfelves and to their com- 
mander. 

XI. It was alfo refolved, that, before the confuls 
fet out from the city, they (hould expiate feveral pro- 
digies which had happened. the Alban mountj a 
fbtue of Jupiter, and a tree, Itaraing near the temple}' 
at Oftia, a grove } at Capua, a wall, and the temple 
of Fortune, and at Sinuefia, a wall and gate, were^ 
firuck by lightning. Farther it was reported, rha^ 
the Alban water nowed in a bloody fiream ; that , 
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BOOK at Rome, in the ceil of the temple of Fors Fortunay 

XXVII. an image, which was in the crown of the goddds, 
fell from her head into her bands : that an ox 
fpoke at Privemum ; that a vulture, while the 
Forum was crowded, flew down into one of the 
Ihops ; and that, at SinuelTa, an infant was born 
whofe fex was doubtful, fuch as are commonly 
called in Greek (a language more manageable than 
ours, particularly in the compounding of words). 
Androgynes ; that a Ihower of milk fell, and that 
a boy was born with the head of an elephant. 
Thele prodigies were expiated with the larger l^ds 
of viftims. Orders were given for a fuppkcation to 
be performed at all the Ihrines, and prayers to be 
offered during one day, for the averdng of misfor- 
tunes ; and a decree palTed, that the praetor Caius 
Hoflilius fliould vow and celebrate the games of 
Apollo, in like manner as they had, of late years, 
been vowed and celebrated. At the fame dme, 
the conful Quintus Fulvius held an affembly for the 
elefdon of cenfors. The cenfors chofen were men 
who had never yet been confuls, Marcus Corne- 
lius Cethegus, and Publius Sempronius Tuditanus. 
By direfdon of the fenate the queflion was propofed 
to the people, and the people ordered, that thefe, by 
their cenforial authority, Ihould let to farm the lands 
of Campania. The choofing of the fenate was de- 
layed by a difpute between the cenfors about the 
nomination of the prince of it: the making the 
choice had fallen, by lot, to Sempronius ; but Cor- 
nelius alleged that he ought to obferve the pradice 
handed down from their ancellcrs, which was to 
appoint as prince, the perfon who in the lifl of cen- 
fors ffood the hi (i of any then living, and this was 
Titus Manlius Torquatus. Sempronius maintained, 
tliat when the gods gave a perfon the lot of ap- 
pointing, they gave him at the fame time full freedom 
of choice : that he would ad in this cafe agreeably 

to 
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td his own judgmmt, and would name to the honour BOOK 
contended for, Quintus Fabius Maximus, whom XXVII. 
he could prove to be the firft of the whole Roman 
Rate, even in Hannibal’s opinion. After a long 0.0. 209! 
difpute, his colleague gave up the point, and Sem- 
pronius chofe the conful, Quintus Fabius Maximus, 
prince of the fenate. Then the lift of the new 
lenate was read, in M-hich eight were left out, among 
whom was Lucius Caecilius Metellus, -infamous for 
having, after the . defeat at Cannae, advifed the 
abandonment of Italy. In their review of the 
eqolRrian order alfo, they cenfured every one con- 
cerned with him ; bur the njimber diigraced on 
that account was very fniall. From all the cavalry 
of the legions of Cannas then in Sicily, and their 
number was great, their horfes were taken away. 

To this they added another puniihment in point of 
time, ordering that the campaigns which thofe men 
had ferved on horfes given by the public, fhould 
not entitle them to releafe, but that they fhould ferve 
during ten others on horfoi of their own. They 
alfo fearched for, and difcovered, a great number, 
who ought to be ranked in the cavalry, and all of 
thefe who had been feventeen years old at the 
beginning of the war, and had not ferved, they 
disfranchifed. They then contrafted for the repairs 
of the buildings round the Forum, which had been 
deftroyed by the fire, — feven (hops, the fhambles, 
and the^ royal palace. 

XII. Having finifhed the necefl'ary bufinefs at 
Rome, the confuls fet out for the campaign. Ful- 
vius, firft, went forward to Capua *, in a few days 
after, Fabius followed, and he earneftly intre^ted 
his colleague in perfon, and Marcellus by letter, 
to make the moft vigorous efforts to keep Hanni- 
bal employed, while he fhould carry on the fiege of 
Tarentum ; obferving that, when that city fhould 
be taken from the enemy, who was already repulfed 
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S O O K in every quarter, and would then have ao place 
XXVII. where he could reft, or to which he coukl retrewt 
'y for fafety, he would not have even a pretence for 

B.C. ft^ying longer in Italy. He likewife fent an exprefe 

’ to Rhegiutn, to the commander of the body 
troops, which the conful Lsevinus had placed there, tp 
oSl againft the Bruttians, and which confifted of 
eight thoufand men, all accuftomed to live by plun- 
der, the greater part of whom had been brought out 
of Sicily from Agathyma, as was mentioned above. 
To thefe were joined many natives of the country, 
who deferted from the Bruttians, equally daring, 
and under equal neqeility to dare every thing. He 
ordered this band to be led, firft, to ravage the 
lands of Bruttium, and iinerwards to befiege the city 
of Caulon. Thefe orders they executed, not only 
with diligence, but with avidity ; and after plunder- 
ing the country, and difpemng the inhabitants, 
attacked the city with their utmoft vigour. Mar* 
cellus, incited by his colleague's letter, and alfo by 
an opinion which he had himfelf concaved, that 
he was the only Roman general able to cope with 
Hannibal, quitted his winter-quarters as foon as 
forage could be found, and met him at Canufium. 
The Carthaginian was, at this time, employed in 
endeavouring to aitice the Canufians to a revolt, 
but, on hearing of Marcellus’s approach, he de- 
camped and retired. The countiy was open, afibrd- 
ing no cover for an atnbufcade, ror which reafon he 
refolved to ^ draw back into more woody trafls. 
Marcellus prelfed clofe on his fteps, encamped 
within view of him, and, as foon as the trenches 
were finiflicd, drew out his legions and offered 
battle. Hannibal fent out fingle troops of cavalry, 
and the light fpearraen from his inftmtry, to fkir- 
milh with the enemy, but did not tlunk it adviftft»le 
to rifk the iffue of a general oigagement. He 
was, however, drawn into a conteft of that fort 
which he wilhed to avdd : for although, by march- 
ing 
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ingaway in the n^ht, he gained fotne ground of BOOK 
the tinemy, yet Marcellus overtook him in an open XKVII» 
country, and, as he was forming his camp, put a 
Hop to his works, by attacking the workmen on all b|c. 309! 
fides. In confequence of this, a pitched battle 
enfued, in which all the forces, on both fides, were 
engaged ; but night coming on, they feparated, with- 
out any advantage being ^ined on dther fide. 

Hiey Aen haftily, before it grew dark, fortified 
their camps, at a very little diftance from each other. 

Next day, as foon as light appeared, Marcellus led 
out his forces to the field ; nor did Hannibal de- 
cline the contefi, but in a long fpeech exhorted his 
men to remember Trafimenus and Cannse, and 
“ to crulh the prefumption of the foe, who prefied 
** fo clofely on their fteps ; not fuifering them 
** either to march or encamp in quiet, or even to 
breathe, or look about them. Every day, the 
** rifing fun, and the Roman army, appeared toge* 

** ther on the plains. But if the enemy Ihould 
“ once be compelled ‘to quit the field, efpecially 
** with fome lols of blood, they would afterwards . 

** condudi thdr operations with lefs turbulence and 
** violence.** Irritated by fuch exprefiions, and at 
the fame time vexed at being continually harafled 
on quitting their camp, they began the fight with 
great ftiry. The battle was maintained for mure 
than two hours; then, on the Roman fide, the 
ri^t wing and the cWen band, called extraor* 
dhnaries, began to give ground ; on obferving which, 
Marcellus brought up the eighteenth le^on to the 
front. But, while the others were retinng in con- 
fufion, and thefe advancing, with but little alacrity, 
into their place, the whole line was difordere4 and 
in a little time totally broken : at laft, fear getting 
the better of their mame, they fairly turned dieir 
backs. In this battle, and the flight which followed, 
there fell no lefs than two thoufand feven hundred 
of the Romans and aHies; aitiong thefe four 

H H 3 Roman 
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BOOK Roman centurions, and two military tribunes, Mar- 
Licinius and Marcus Fulvius. Four military 
ftandards were loft by the wing which firft fled, and 
two by the legions which advanced in the place of 
the flying allies. 

XIII. After the army had retired into the camp, 
Marcellus reprimanded them in terms fo harfli and 
bitter, that they felt more from the difeourfe of 
their incenfed commander, than from all they had 
fuffered, in the unfuccei'sful fight, through the 
whole day. He faid to them ; as matters have 
“ turned out, I praife and thank the immortal 
** gods, that the vidlorious enemy did not aflault 
“ our camp itfelf, while you were hurrying into the 
“ gates, and over the rampart, in fuch utter dif- 
“ may. You would certainly have abandoned 
“ that, through the fame panic that made you 
give up the battle. What fright is this ? What 
“ terror, what forgetfulnefs both of your own cha- 
rader and that of your adverfaries, has at once 
“ feized your minds? Surely they are the fame 
“ enemies, in defeating and purfuing of whom you 
“ fpent the whole of the laft fummer ; who, for fome 
“ days paft, have fled before you night and day, 
“ while you prefled on their rear ; whom, yefterday, 
“ you did not allow either to continue their march, 
or to form their camp. I fay nothing of the 
“ advantages on which you ought to pride your- 
“ felves ; but will mention w'hat, of itfelf, ought to 
** fill you with lhame and remorfe : yefterday you 
fought it out to the end on equal terms. What 
** alteration has laft night, what has this day made ? 

Have your forces been diminiflied; have theirs 
“ been augmented ? I cannot perfuade myfelf that 
I am fpeaking to my own army, or to Roman 
** foldiers. The arms and appearances of the men 
are fuch as ufual. But, if you had poflefled the 
** ufual fpirit, would the enemy have feen your 

“ backs? 
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** backs ? Would he have carried off a ftandard BOOK 
** from any one company or cohort? Hitherto, XXVII. 

he has boafted of putting our legions to the ^ 

** fword; you, this dajr, have been the firft who 
** have conferred on him the glory of putting a 
** Roman army to flight.” On this the troops, 
univerfally, befought him to pardon their behaviour 
of that day ; and entreated him, whenever he pleafed, 
to make another trial of the courage of his foldiers. 

I will try you, foldiers,” faid he, “ and to-mor- 
** row will lead you into the field ; that in the 
“ character of conquerors, not of vanquilhed men, 

** you may obtain the pardon which you defire.” 

He then ordered, that the cohorts whicii had lofl; 
their ftandards fhould receive barley for their allow, 
ance, and the centurions of the companies whofe 
ftandards had been loft, he deprived of their 
fwords; commanding that ail, both infimtry and 
cavalry, fhould be ready under arms on the follow- 
ing day. The aflembly was now difmiffed, all 
acknowledging that the reproofs which they had 
received were not more fevere than they deferved ; 
for that no perfon in the Roman army had, that 
day, behaved like a man, except the general alone, 
to whom they ought to make atonement, either by 
their death or by a glorious vidory. On the day 
following they attended according to orders, armed . 
and accoutred. The general then commended 
them, and faid, that ‘‘ he would bring forward, into 
** the firft line, thofe who had fled firft the day 
** before, and the cohorts which had loft their 
** ftandards ; that he now gave notice, that it was 
** incumbent on them to fight and to conquer, and 
“ to exert themfelves vigoroufly, one and all, to 
prevent the news of yefterday’s flight reaching 
“ Rome, before that of the prefent day’s triumph.” 

They were then ordered to refrefh themfelves with 
food, that, in cafe the fight fhould laft longer than 
ufual, they might have ftrength to go thrtyigh 

H H 4 «• , 



472 


THE HISTORY 


BOOK it. After every thing had been laid and done to 
XXVII. rouze the courage of the foldiers, they marched out 
to the field. 

Y.R.543- 

B C 09. When this was told to Hannibal, he laid, 


we have to deal with an enenw who can neiilier 
<< bear good fortune nor bad : if be gets the better, 
he purfues the vanquilhed with prefumption and 
** vehemence ; if he is worded, he renews the 


conteft with the viAors.” He then ordered the 


fignal to be founded, and led out his forces. Both 
parties fought now with much more vigour than 
the day before; the Carthaginians druggling to 
maintain the glory acquired yederday, the Romans 
to remove their difgrace. On the fide of the Ro* 
mans, the left wing, and the cohorts which had lod 
their dandards, fought in the front line ; while’ the 
twentieth legion was drawn up on the right wing. 
Lucius Cornelius Lentulus, and Caius Claudius Nero, 
lieutenant-generals, commanded the wings; Mar- 
cellus himielf took the charge of the centre, that he 
might animate the men by his prefence, and be an 
immediate witnefs of their behaviour. On Hanni- 


bal’s fide, the front line was compofed of the Spanilh 
troops, who were the main drength of his army. 
When the fight had long continued doubtful, Han- 
dibal ordered the elephants to be brought up to the 
van, hoping, by their means, to occafion fear 
and diforder. At fird, they broke the ranks, and 
by treading down fome, and terrifying others, on 
other fide, fo as to put them to flight, made an 
opening in the Ime in one part: and the alarm 
would probably have fpred finther, had not Caius 
Becimius Flavus, a military tribune, fnatching the 
dandard of the fird band of fpearmen, ordered 
that company to follow him. He then led them to 
the fpot where the elephants were throwing all into 
confufion, with diredions to difcharge their javelins at 

them. 
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them. Every weapon took plate, for there was no BOOK 
difficulty in hitting, at a fmall diftance, bodies of fuch XXVII, 
huge bulk, efpec^Iy as they were crowded clofe ^ 
together. But though they were not all of them b,’c. 2 ^! 
wounded, yet thofe, in whofe flefli the javelins ftuck, 
as they are creatures whofe motions cannot be de< 
pended on, betaking themfelves to flight, drove back 
even thofe that were unhurt. And now, not any par> 
ticular company alone, but every foldier who could 
come up with the retreating elephants, with all his 
might hurled javelins at them. Thus attacked, the 
more violently did the animals rufli upon thdr 
owners, and made fo much the greater carnage of 
them, than they had made of the enemy,, as one of 
them, when frightened or hurt, is hurried on more 
forcibly than he could be driven by the manager fit> 
ting on his back. While the enemy’s line was in 
this great diforder, in confequence of thofe beafts 
breaking through it, the Romans made a briik onfet, 
and without much oppofition from troops fo fcattered 
and confufed, drove them ofi* the ground. Mar> 
qellus ordered his cavalry to charge them as they 
fled, and ^e purfuit did not ceafe, until they were 
driven, in conftemation, into their camp : for befides 
other circumftances which caufed terror and tumult, 
two elephants had fallen in the very ^trance of the 
. gate, fo that the men were obliged to make their way 
over the trench and rampart. Here the daughter of 
the enemy was the greatefl. There were killed no 
lefs than eight thoufand men, and five elephants. 

Nor did the Romans gain the vidldry without lofs 
of blood : of the two legions, about one thoufand 
feven hundred were killed, and of the allies above 
one thoufand three hundred. Great numbers, both 
of Romans and allies, were wounded. In the fol- 
lowing night Hannibal decamped, and though Mar- 
cdlus wimed to purfue him, he was prevented by 
his wounded, which were in great number. Scouts, 
who- were fait to> obferve his march, brought intel- 
ligence. 
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BOOK gence, next day, thdt Hannibal had taken the road 
XXVII. to V ■ Bninium. 

Bic.aop] fame iiroe, the H. ..- . , Lu- 

‘ canians. and Volfciars furrendered rhen-ieiv<-y to 


the conful Quintus Fulvius, delivering uj» Hanni- 
bal’s garrifons which they had in their cities, and 
were mildly received by the conl’nl, with only a 
verbal reproof for their paft errors. Hopes of fimi- 
lar g'*ntle treatment were held cut to the Bruttians 
alfo, through two brothers, Vir 'vis and Paftius, of 
the int ^ illuftrious family of any in that nation, who 
came to requefl: the fame terms of capitulation which 
were granted to the Lucanians. The other conful, 
Quintus -Fabius, took by all'ault, Manduria, a town 
in the territory of Sallentum. Here he made four 
thoufand prifoners, and gained much booty of other 
kinds. Proceeding thence to 'I'arentum, he pitched 
his camp at the very mouth of the harbour. Of 
the fltips, which Livius had kept here for the pur- 
•pofe of protefting convoys, he loaded part with 
machines and implements fit for affailing walls, the 
reft he fumilhed with engines, ftones, add miilile 
weapons of every kind ; the ftore-ftiips alfo, not con- 
fining hirafelf to fuch only as were moved by oars, 
he fitted out in the fame manner, in order that fome 


might bring out the machines and ladders to the 
walls, while the others, from their Ihips at fome 
diftance, fhould annoy, with miflile weapons, the 
men employed in defending them. Thefe fhips 
were thus fitted up and prepared, for the purpofe 
of an attack on that fide of the city which is wafhed 
by the open fea, which was now clear of the enemy ; 
for the Carthaginian fleet had failed over to Corcyra, 
at the Idme when Philip was preparing to attack the 
iEtolians. Meanwhile, the party which carried on 
the liege of Caulon in Bruttium, hearing of Han- 
nibal’s approach, and fearful of being overpowered, 
retired to an eminence, which, timugh it fecured 

4 them 
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them from In immediate attack, was deftitute of BOOK 
every other convenience. In the profecution of the XX VIL^ 
fiege of Tarentum, Fabius received very great af- 
fiftance towards the accomplifhment of that im- B.cisop. 
portant bufinefs, from an incident trivial in appear- 
ance: the Tarentines had in the city a party of 
Bruttians, given ito them by Hannibal, and the 
commander of this party was defperately in love 
with a young woman, whofe brother was in the 
army of the conful Fabius. This man, being in- 
formed, by a letter from his lifter, of her new ac- 
quaintance with a ftranger of fo great wealth, and 
fo highly honoured among his countrymen, con- 
ceived hopes that, by means of his After, her lover 
might be brought into any fcheme ; and this projefh 
he communicated to the conful : his reafoning ap- 
peared not ill-founded, and he was ordered to go 
as a deferter into Tarentum. Here being intro- 
duced by his After to the notice of the commander, 
he began by artfully founding his difpoAtion, and 
having fatisAed himfelf that his temper was as Ackle 
as he could wifti, by the aid of female blandiftiments 
he prevailed on him to betray the poft, of which he 
commanded the guard. When both the method 
and the time for the execution of this deAgn were 
fettled, the foldier was let out of the town privately, 
through the intervals between the guards, and re- 
lated to the conful what had been done, and what 
was further intended. At the Arft watch, Fabius, 
after giving proper directions to the troops in the 
citadel, and to thofe who had the guard of the har- 
bour, went himfelf quite round the harbour, and fat 
down, in concealment, on the Ade of the city facing 
the eaft. The trumpets then began to found at 
once, from the citadel, from the port, and from the 
fhips which had been brought to the Ihore, on the 
Ade next to the open fea. At the fame time a fhout . 
was raifed, and a prodigious tumult purpofely made, 
on every Ade where there was# very little danger. 

Mean- 
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BOOK Meanwhile the conful kept his men quHt and filenb 

XXVII. Democrates, therefore, who had formerly conimanded 
the fleet, and who happened now to command there, 

B.C. 2^! perceiving every thing near him quiet, while other 
parts refounded with tumult and fliouting like Hiat 
of a city (lormed, fearful left, while he hefltated, 
the conful might force a paflage, and march in his 
troops, carried off his party to the citadel, becaufe 
the moll alarming noife proceeded from that quarter. 
Fabius, from the length of time, and likewife from 
the filence which prevailed, (for where, a little 
before, there was an uproar among the men roufing 
each other, and calling to arms, now not a word 
was heard,) imagined that the guard was withdrawn ; 
he therefore ordered the ladders to be brought up to 
that part of the wall, where, according to the informa* 
tion of the contriver of the plot, the cohort of Brut- 
tians held the guard. In tins place, favoured and 
allillcd by the Bruttians, the Romans lirlt gained 
pofleffion of the wall, over which they climbed into 
the city ; and then the neareft gate was broken open, 
that the troops might march through in a b^y. 
Thefe entering the town a little before day, raifed 
a Ihout, and, without meeting any one in arms, 
proceeded to the Forum, having drawn on them- 
felves the attention of the combatants in every quarter, 
whether at the citadel or the harbour. 

XVI. At the entrance of the Forum, a vigorous 
oppolltion was made, but it was not perfevered in. 
A.Tarehtine was no match for a Roman, either in 
fpirit, in arms, in warlike (kill, nor yet in vigour 
or bodily ftrength. They only difeharged their jave- 
lins, and then fcarcely waiting dll the fight began, 
turned their backs; and, as they were acquainted 
with the llreets of the city, ran different ways to 
tfaftr own houfes, or thofe of their friends. Two 
of dteir commanders, Nico and Democrates, fell, 
fighting courageouily. Philomenus, who had been 
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tlie author of the plot for betraying the city to BOOK 
Haimibal, rode 'away from the fight at full fpeed; XXVII. 
his horfe was not long after feen, ftraying through ‘ 
the city without a rider, but his body was never 
found, and the general opinion was, that he ,fell 
irom his horfe into an open well. Carthalo, as he 
was coming to the conful unarmed, to remind him 
of their fathers being conneded by an intercourfe 
of hofpitality, was flain by a foldier who met him 
in the way. The reft were put to the fword with- 
out diftindion, armed and unarmed, Carthaginians 
and Tarentines alike. Many even of the Bruttians 
were killed, either through miftake, or through 
the inveterate hatred borne towards them by the 
Romans, or with defign to difcountenance the 
report of the place being betrayed, and that it 
might rather appear to have been taken by force of 
arms. After this carnage, the vidors proceeded, 
in feveral parties, to plunder the city. We are 
told that there were taken here thirty thoufand per- 
fons in a ftate of fervitude, a vaft quantity of iilver 
wrought and coined, eighty-feven thoufand pounds 
wdght of gold, together with ftatues ^and pidures 
in fuch numbers, as almoft to rival the decorations 
of Syracufe. But Fabius, with more greatnefs of 
mind than was fhewn by Marcellus, refrained from 
meddling with booty of that fort ; and when his 
fecretary aiked him what he would have done with 
the ftatues of their gods, which were of gigantic 
lize, and habited like warriors, he ordered him 
to “ let the Tarentines keep their angry gods to 
“ themfelves.” Then the wall, which feparated 
the citadel from the town, was demoliihed and 
rafed. Amid thefe tranfadfions, Hannibal, having 
made prifoners the party employed in the fidge of 
Caulon.^ who capitulated, hearing of the fiege of 
Tarentum, marched night and day with all expe- 
dition to relieve it: but while he was haftening 
thither, he received the news of its bang taken. 

On 
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BOOK On this, he obferved, “ the Romans, too, have their 

XXVII. “ Hannibal; we have loft Tarentum through the 
** fame arts by which we acquired it.” That he 
might not, however, feem to have turned back as 
in flight, he encamped on the fpot where he had 
halted, about five miles from the city ; and, after 
ftaying there a few days, retreated to Metapontum. 
From hence he fent to Tarentum two Metapontines, 
with letters from the principal men in that (late to 
Fabius, to receive his promife of impunity for what 
was paft, on condition of their delivering Meta* 
pontum and the Carthaginian garrifon into his 
hands. Fabius, fuppofing the ofier to be made 
with fincerity, appointed a day on which he would 
come to Metapontum, and gave letters in anfwer, 
which were delivered to Hannibal, who, overjoyed 
at the fuccefs of his ftratagem, and at finding that 
even Fabius was not proof againft artifice, formed 
jan ambufeade at a fmall diftance from Metapontum. 
As Fabius was taking the aufpices, previous to his 
departure from Tarentum, the birds repeatedly 
refufed the favourable figns ; alfo, when he con- 
fulted the gods by facrifice, the arufpex warned 
him to beware of treachery and plots. As he did 
not come on the appointed day, the two Meta- 
pontines were fent back, to remove any fcruple that 
retarded him, but being fuddenly feized, and dread- 
ing an examination by torture, they ^fclofed the 
whole plot. 

XVII. In Spain, in the beginning of the fummer, 
there came over to Scipio, who had fpent all the 
preceding w'inter in conciliating the afieftions of the 
barbarians, partly by prefents, and partly by fend- 
ing home their hoftages and prifoners, a perfon 
named Fdefco, a diftinguiihed commander among 
the Spaniards. This man's wife and children were 
in the hands of the Romans ; but, befides this 
' motive, he was alfo aduated by that almoft unac- 
countable 
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countable propendon which had brought over all BOOK 
Spain from the Carthaginian intereft to that of the XXV^ 
Romans. Led by the fame motive, Indibllis and 
Mandonius, unqueftionably the two firft men in. B!c.ao|.* 
Spain, with the whole body of their countrymen, 
deferted Hafdrubal, and withdrew to an eminence 
overlooking his camp, from whence, along a con- 
tinued ridge of hills, they could retire with fafety to 
the Romans. When Hafdrubal law the enemy’s 
llrength increafing by fuch large accedions, while 
his own was daily diminiflied, and would probably, 
unlels by a bold effort he effefted fomething, con- 
tinue to decay, in the fame manner as it had begun, 
he refolved to bring on a battle as foon as poflible. 

Scipio was even more defirous of an engagement ; 
as well becaufe his hopes were ftrong, in confe- 
quence of the fuccefs wliich had hitherto attended 
his afimrs, as becaufe he wifhed to engage with a 
Angle general and his forces, rather tiian with all 
together, which he would perhaps be forced to do, 
were they to unite. However, fliould he be under 
a neceflity of fighting more than one army at once, 
he had taken a judicious method to augment his 
ilrength ; for, perceiving that there would be no 
employment for his marine, as the coafl; of Spain 
was entirely clear of any Carthaginian fleet, he 
hauled up the fhips on land at Tarraco, and joined 
the marines to his land forces. As to arms for them, , 
he had abundance, between thofe taken in Carthage, 
and thofe which had been afterwards made by the 
great number of workmen whom he employed. 

With this force, Scipio, in the beginning of fpring, 
by which time he was rejoined by Laelius, who had 
returned from Rome, and without whom he under- 
took no enterprife of any extraordinary moment, 
fet out from Tarraco, and advanced towards the 
enemy. On his march, during which he found 
every place well affefted, the allies (hewing him all 
refpe^l, and efcorting him as he pafled through 

each 
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BOOK each of their ftate^ he was met by Indibilis and 
XXVII. Mandoiuus, with their armies. IndibiUs fpoke for 
— ' both, not with the ignorance and temerity of a bar- 
B.C.aog Parian, but with a modeft gravity, appearing rather 
to apologize for their changing fides, as a meafure- 
of neceffity, than to boaft of it, as if it bad been 
greedily embraced on the firft opportunity; 
he knew,” he fud, ** that the term deferter was 
deemed dilhonourable by a man’s old aflbciates, 
‘‘ and held in fufpicion by the new. Nor did he 
blame men for this manner of thinking ; provided 
** only, that the merits of the cafe, and not the 
** mere name, were made the grounds of this double 
averfion.” He then enumerated his fervices to the 


Carthaginian generals; and, on the other hand, their 
avarice, tyranny, and ill-treatment of every kind 
heaped on him and his countrymen. ** For thefe rea* 
** fons,” he laid, ** his body only had, hitherto, been 
** on their fide ; his mind had long been on that 
fide where, he believed, that refpett was paid to 
** laws divine and human. To the gods themfdves, 
« people have recourfe with fupplications for redrefs, 
when they can no longer endure the violence and 
** injuftice of men. He intreated Scipio not to con* 
** fider their condud as deferving either punilhment 
« or reward ; but to form his judgment on a trial 
of them from that day forward ; and by that 
“ ftandard to eftimate the recompence which they 
“ might hereafter be thought to deferve.” The 
Roman anfwered, that he would comply with their 
delire in every particular ; and would not confider 
them in the light of deferters, becaufe they had not 
thought themfelves bound to adhere to fuch an 
alliance, when the other party fcrupled not to violate 
every obligation divine and human. Then their 
wives and children, being brought into th6 affembly, 
were reftored to them, and recdved with tears of 
joy. That day they were entertained in lodg^gs 
prepared for them ; and, on the next, the terms of 

alTociation 
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afibeiation were ratified, and they were difmified to BOOK 
bring up their forces ; .afterwards they encamped in XXVII. 
conjan<ftion with the Romans, until they conducted y r - « 
them to the fpot where the enemy lay. • 11.0. 309! 

:;5XVIII. The neareft army of the Carthaginians 
was that commanded by Hafdrubal, which lay near 
the city of Bmcula. In the front of this camp he had 
ported advanced guards of cavalry. On thefe, the 
Roman light infantry, the front rank, and thofe who 
compofed the van guard, inftantly, as they arrived, 
and without waiting to choofe ground for a camp, 
made an attack, and with fuch apparent contempt, 
as plainly demonrtrated what degree of fpirit each 
party portefled. The cavalry were driven within 
their works, whither they fled in confufion, prefled 
almoft to the very gates. The adfion of that day 
having only whetted their ardour for a contert, the 
Romans pitched their camp. Hafdrubal, during 
the bight, drew back his army to a hill, the fum> 
nrit of which was fpread 'out into a level plain ; on 
the Tear of the hill was a river, and on the front 
and on either fide it was encircled by a kind of rteep 
batdt : at fome dirtance below this, lay another 
fflain, floping downwards, the circumference of 
which was likewife bounded by another bank of 
equally diflicult afcent. Into this lower plain, Haf- 
drubal, next day, on feeing the enemy’s line formed 
in front of their camp, lent down his Numidian 
cavalry, and the light-armed Balearians and Africans. 

Scipio, riding round the companies and battalions, 
defired them to obferve, that “ the enemy, re- 
** nouncing at once all hope of being able to oppofe 
** them on plain ground, endeavoured to fecure 
** themfelves on hills ; waiting within fight,* and 
** confiding in thb ftrength of their ports, not in 
their valour and their arms. But Roman foldiers 
** had mounted the higher defences of Carthage. 

** Neither hills, nor a citadel, nor the fea itfelf had 

I r “ flopped 
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BOOK ** (lopped the progrefs of their arms. Thofe heights, 
XXVII.^ « which the enemy had feized, would anfwer no 
y “ other purpofe than that of compelling them, in 
B.*C.*209.' theirflight, to leap down craggs and precipit^ : 
“ but he would prevent their efcaping, even in t]|^ 
“ way.” Accordingly, he gave orders to tW 
cohorts, that one of them (hould fecure the entrance 
of the valley, through which the river ran ; and that 
the other (hould block up the road, which led from 
the city into the country, acrols the declivity of 
the hill. He then put himfelf at the head of the 
light troops, which had, the day before, beaten the 
enemy’s advanced guards, and led them againd the 
light-armed forces poded on the brink of the lower 
defcent. For fome time they proceeded over rough 
ground, without meeting any other obdacle than 
the difficulty of the way ; afterwards, when they 
came within reach, vad quantities of weapons of 
every fort were poured- down upon them ; while, ..on 
their fide, not only thefoldiers, but a multituttepf 
fervants mixed among the troops, aflailed the enony 
with dones, which they found every where fcattered, 
and which, in general, were of fuch a fize as that 
they could be thrown by the hand. But, though 
the afcent was difficult, and they were almod over* 
whelmed with darts and dones, yet, 'through the 
(kill which they had acquired by praclice in climb- 
ing walls, and the obdinacy of their courage, the 
foremod gained the fummit. When they got upon 
ground that was any way level, and where they 
could (land with firm footing, they foon beat back 
the enemy ; who, though light and fit for (kirmilh* 
ing, and able enough to defend themfelves at a 
didance, while an uncertain kind of fight was waged 
with miffive weapons, yet, when the matter came 
to clofe fighting, were quite deficient in deadinefs ; 
fo that they were driven with great (laughter into 
the line of troops poded on the higher eminence. 
On fiiis, Scipio, ordering the conquerors to prefs 

forward 
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fintirard againll their centre, divided the reft the BOOK 
forces with Lselius, whom he ordered to go round XXVII. 
'the hill to the right, «ntil he Ihould find a gentler Y.R.S4.J, 
ai^^t, while he himfelf, making a fmall circuit to B.C. 209. 
thie left, charged the enemy in flank. This, at 
onice, threw their line into diforder, though they 
attempted to change the pofition of their wings, 
and to face about their ranks towards the feveral 
fhouts, which aflailed their ears from every quarter. 

Dpring this confufion, Laelius alfo came up, and 
the enemy, by retreating, through fear of being 
wounded from behind, broke their front line, and 
left an opening for the Roman centre, who never 
could have made their way up againft ground fo 
difadvantageous, had the ranks remained entire, 
and the elephants kept their pods in the front of 
the battalions. While numbers were flmn in every 
quarter, Scipio, who with his left wing had charged 
the right of the enemy, continued the attack with 
the greateft fury againft their naked flank. And 
now the Carthaginians had not even a pallage open 
for flight ; for the Roman detachments had taken 
pofleflion of the roads both on the right and left ; 
add to this, that their commander and principal 
officers, in endeavouring to make their efcape, filled 
up the gate of the camp, while the diforderly rout 
of the frightened elephants were as terrible to them 
as were the enemy. There were flain therefore not 
lefs than eight . thoufand men. 

XIX. Hafdrubal had, before the battle, haftily 
fent oft his treafure ; and now, forwarding the 
elephants, he colleded the flying troops, dire£Ung 
his’ courfe along the river Tagus, toward the 
P^enees. Scipio took pofteflion of the Carthaginian 
camp, and having beftowed on the foldiers all 
the booty, except the perfons of free condition, he 
found, on taking an account of the prifoners, ten 
thoufand foot, and two thoufand hone. Ofthefe, 

1 1 2 he 
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BOOK he fent home all the Spaniards without ranfom, the 
XXVII. Africans he ordered the quaeftor to fell. On this, 
multitude of Spaniards* who ftood around, 
b!c.* 2^. both thofe who had formerly furrendered, and thofe 
taken the day before, unanimoufly faluted him by 
the title of king. But Scipio, ordering the crier to 
command filence, told them, that ** to him the 
** highefl title was that of general, which his 
** foldiers had conferred upon him. That the title 
** of king, in other places highly refpeAed, was, 
“ at Rome, deemed odious. They might, indeed, 
** within their own breafts, judge of him as pof- 
** felling the fpirit of a king, if they deemed that 
** the moll honourable perfedlion in a human 
** mind, but they mud refrain from the application 
of the name.” Even thefe barbarians were 
fenfibly affefted by the greatnefs of his mind, that 
could look down contemptuoufly on a title, which 
from the red of mankind attrafls wonder and 
admiration. He then dillributed prefents among 
the petty princes and chieftains of the Spaniards, 
deliring Indibilis to choofe, out of the great num> 
ber of horfes taken, three hundred, fiich as he 
liked. While the quaedor, in puifuance of the 
general’s order, was felling off the Africans, he 
obferved among them a boy of extraordinary 
beauty ; and, hearing that he was of royal blood, 
he fent him to Scipio. Scipio, alking him, ** who, 
and of what country he was ; and why, at that 
“ early age, he had been found in a camp?** 
He told him, that he was a Numidian, called 
“ by his countrymen Malliva ; that being left 
“ an orphan, by the death of his father, he was 
educated in the family of his maternal grand* 
father. Gala, King of Numidia. That he had 
come over into Spain with his uncle Mali- 
** nifla, who had lately brought a body of cavalry 
** to the alEdance of the Carthaginians. That he 
‘‘ had never before been in a battle, having been 

^ prohibited 
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” prohibited by Maiinifla on account of his youth ^ b O O K 
** but that, on the day of the engagement with the XXVII. 

Romans, he had privately taken a horfe and arms, 

“ and, unknown to. his uncle, gone out into the 
** lield, where by his horfe falling he was thrown to ‘ 

** the ground, and made a prifoner by the Ro> 

mans.” Scipio, ordering the boy to be taken 
care of, finifhed what bufinefs was to be done at 
the tribunal; then, retiring into his pavilion, he 
called the youth, and afked him, whether he wilhed 
to return to MafinilTa? To which the other, his 
eyes fuffufed with tears of joy, replied, that above, 
all things it was what he wilhed. He then gave as 
prefents to him, a gold ring, a veil with a broad 
purple border, a Spanilh cloak with a golden clafp, 
likewife a horfe fully accoutred ; and, ordering a 
party of horfemen to efcort him as far as he chofe, 
lent him away. 

XX. He then held a council, to fettle a plan of 
operations; when many advifed him, without delay, 
to go in purfuit of Hafdrubal : but fuch a (lep he 
thought too hazardous, left Hafdrubal, fon of Gifgo, 
and Mago Ihould unite their forces with thofe of that 
commander. Contenting himfelf, therefore, with fend> 
ing fome troops to occupy the paffes of the Pyre- 
nees, he pafled the remainder of the fummer in re- 
ceiving the fubmillions of the Spa^lh ftates. Not 
many^ days after the battle fought at Baecula, when 
Scipio, on his return to Tarraco, had juft got clear 
of the paft of Caftulo, the two generals, from the 
Farther Spain, Hafdrubal, fon of Gifgo, and Mago, 
joined Hafdrubal— a reinforcement too late, the 
battle being loft : but their coming w^ very feafon- 
able 'in another refped, as it gave him the^affiftance 
of their counfel, refpefling the meafures to be taken 
for the farther profecution of the war. On this occa- 
fion, when they compared accounts of the difpofi- 
tions of the Spaniards in each of their feveral pro- 

113 vinces. 
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BOOK vinces, Hafdrubal, fon of Gifgo, alone, made a 
XXVII. fevourable report ; giving his opinion, that the re- 
y mote traft of Spain, which lies on the ocean and 
Gades, was, as yet, uhacquainted with the 
Romans, and therefore fufHciently well aSedied to 
the Carthaginians. The other Hafdrubal and Mago 
agreed in pronouncing, that the afieftions of all, 
“ both in their public and private capacities, were 
** attached to Scipio by the kind treatment which 
he gave them ; and that there would be no end 
of defertions, until all the Spanilh foldiers were 
“ either removed into the remoteft parts of Spain, 
“ or carried away into Gaul. Therefore, thougk.the 
Carthaginian fenate had nalTed no order for the 
“ purpofe, yet it was neceflary that HalHrubal 
ihould go into Italy, where the principal Rrefs 
** of the war lay, and where the final decifion of 
“ it mull be expeded ; in order, at the fame time, 
“ to carry away all the Spanilh foldiers out of Spain, 
“ and out of the way of hearing the name of Scipio ; 
“ that the Carthaginian army, being greatly reduced, 
as well by defertions as by the late unfortunate bat- 
“ tie, Ihould be filled up with Spanilh recruits : that 
** Mago, giving up his forces to Hafdrubal, fon of 
Gifgo, Ihould go over in perfon to the Balearick 
“ illands, with a large fum of money, to hire auxi- 
“ liaries: that Hafdrubal, fon of Gifgo, Ihould, 
** with the remjunder, retire into Lufitania, and by 
“ no means come to an engagement with the 
“ Romans : that out of all their eflFedive horfem^, 
** a body of three thoufand cavalry Ihould be 
** made up for Mafiniifii, to make excurfions 
through what they called Hither Spain, fuccour 
their allies, and carry depredations through 
“ the towns and lands of the enemy.” Having 
determined on thefe meafures, the commanders 
feparated, to put their refolves in exeution. Such 
were the tranfadfions of this year in Spain. At 
Rome, the reputation of Scipio role higher every 

day. 
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fky. The takbg of Tarentum, though effeded by BOOK 
artifice rather than by courage, yet gave fome XXVH. 
degree of glory to Fabius. The luftre of Fulvius’s 
chara£l;er began to fade. Marcellus was even 
fpoken of with difpleafure, becaufe, befides the 
^lure in his firft battle, he had in the middle of 
fummer, while Hannibal was carrying his excur- 
fions through various parts of Italy, drawn off his 
army to Venufia, to lodge them in houfes. He had 
a bitter enemy in Caius Publius Bibulus, a plebeian 
tribune: this man, ever fince the battle which 
proved unfortunate, had, in frequent harangues, 
rq^efented Claudius in a diihonourable light, en> 
deavouring to render him odious to the commons ; 
and he now propofed to deprive him of the com- 
mand. The friends of Claudius neverthelefs pro- 
cured an order, that Marcellus, leaving at Venufia 
a lieutenant-general, fbould come home to Rome, 
to clear himfelf of thofe charges, on which his 
oiemies founded the refolutions which they pro- 
pofed ; and that, during his abfence, no ftep Ihould 
be taken towards diveiiing him of the command. 

It fo happened that Marcellus came to Rome, to 
refcue his charader from difgrace, and the conful 
Quintus Fulvius to hold the eledions, at the fame 
time. 

XXI. The bufinefs refpe&ing Marcellus’s com- 
miflion was debated in the Flaminian circus, amidft 
a vail concourfe of plebeians, and people of all 
ranks. The tribune of the commons brought for- 
ward heavy charges, not only againil Marcellus, 
but a^ainfl the whole body of the nobles. To 
** their treacherous and dilatory conduct,” he faid, 

“ it was owing, that Hannibal now held poffeffion 
** of Italy, as his province, tor the tenth year, and 
** palled more of his life there than in Carthage. 

** The Roman people now enjoyed the fruits of 
“ continuing Marcellus in command: ^ army, 

114 “ after 
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BOOK “ after being twice routed, was fpending the fummar 

XXVII. at Venufia, and dwelling in houfes inltead of the 
** and fucli like inveftives of the tri- 

bune, Marcellus fo thoroughly refuted, by a recital of 
the fervices which he had performed, that not only the 
queftion concerning the annulling of his commi0ion 
* was negatived, but, on the day following, every oi.e of 
the centuries, with the greateft unanimity, concurred 
in elefting him conful. The colleague joined with 
him, was Titus Quintius Crifpinus, then a praetor. 
Next day were elected praetors, Publius Licinius 
Craflus Dives, then chief pontiff, Publius Licinius 
Varus, Sextus Julius Caefar, Quintus Claudius- '0a- 
men. During the very time of the eleftions, the 
public were much difturbed with apprehenfions of 
a revolt in Etruria. That fome fcheme of that 
kind had been fet on foot by the Arretians was af- 
ferted in a letter of Caius Calpurnius, who, in the 
charafler of propraetor, held the government of 
that province. Wherefore Marcellus, conful eleft, 
was immediately difpatched thither, with Orders to 
enquire into the alFair, and, if he fliould fee occa- 
fion, to fend for his army, and remove the war 
from Apulia to Etruria. The fear of this gave 
the Etrurians fuch a check, as kept them quiet. 
Ambaffadors from the Tarentines came to foUcit a 
treaty of peace, requefting that they might be al- 
lowed to live in freedom under their own laws ; 
but the fenate defired them to come again, when 
the conful Fabius would have returned to Rome. 
Both the Roman and plebeian games were this year 
repeated for one day. The curule sediles were Lucius 
Cornelius Caudinus, and Servius Sulpicius Galba; 
the plebeian, Caius Servilius and Quintus Caecilius 
Metellus. Many people infifted that Servilius could 
not legally have held the office of tribune, nor could 
now hold that of scdile, becaufe it was well known 
that ’ his father, who, for ten years, was fuppofed to 
Jiave been killed by the Boians near Mutina, when 
^ ' Triumvir 



OF ROME. 489 

Triumvir for the diflribution of lands, was fiill liv* BOOK 
ing, and in the hands of the enemy. XXVII. 

XXII. In the eleventh year of the Punic war Y.R.544. 
commenced the confulate of Marcus Marcellus, a B.C.308. 
fifth rime, (reckoning the confullhip, which, becaufe 
of an irregularity in the ele£Hon, he did not hold,) 
and Titus Quinrius Crifpinus. It was decreed, that 
both the confuls Ihould be employed in Italy, as 
their province ; and that out of the two confular 
armies of the preceding year, with a third, which 
was at Venufia, and had been under the command 
of Marcellus, the confuls were to choofe whatever 
two they liked ; and the third was to be afiigned to 
the commander, to whofe lot the province of Taren- 
tum and Sallentum ihould fall. The other pro- 
vinces were difiributed in this manner : with regard 
to the prmtors, the city jurifdiftion was alfigned to 
Publins Licinius Varus ; the foreign, with fuch 
other employment as the fenate Ihould dired, to 
Publius Licinius Crafius, chief pontiff ; Sicily to 
Sextus Julius Csefar, and Tarentum to Quintus 
Claudius flamen. Quintus Fulvius Flaccus was 
continued in command for the year, and ordered, 
with one legion, to hold the government of the pro- 
vince of Capua, which had been held by Titus 
Quintius, when praetor. Caius Hoftilius Tubulus 
was likewife continued, that, as propraetor, he might 
fucceed Caius Calpurnius in the command of the 
two legions in Etruria ; and Lucius Veftirius Philo 
was continued, that he might, in quality of pro- 
praetor, retain the government of his prefent pro- 
vince of Gaul, with the fame two legions which he 
had there when praetor. With regard to Caius 
Aurunculeius, who, in his praetorlhip, hadi, with 
two legions, held the government of the province 
of Sardinia, the fenate paffed a decree in the fame 
terms with that refpeding Lucius Veturius, but, for 
the defence of that province, an additional force 

was 
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BOOK was afligned him of fift^ (hips of war, which Scipio 

■^XVII. was to fend from Spain. * The bufinefs of continuing 

Y ^ all thefe officers in command was laid' before an 

B.C. 3os! affembly of the people. To Publius Scipio and 
Marcus Silanus, their prefent province of Spain, 
and the armies at prefent with them, were decreed 
for the year. An order was fent to Scipio, that, 
out of eighty (hips which he then had, — feme 
brought with him from Italy, fome taken at Carthage, 
— he fliould fend fifty over to Sardinia ; becaufe 
a report prevailed that great naval preparations were 
going on at Carthage, where the intention was to 
overipread the whole coafts of Italy, Sicily, and 
Sardinia with a fleet of two hundr^ fail. The 
bufinefs of Sicily was divided thus : the troops of 
Cannae were given to Sextus Caefar ; Marcus Vale- 
rius Laevinus (for he alfo was continued in authority) 
was to have the fleet of feventy Ihips, which lay on 
the coaft of that ifland. To thefe were joined the 
thirty Ihips which had been at Tarentum the year 
before j and with this fleet of one hundred fail, if 
he thought proper, he was to pafs over and make 
depredations on Africa. Publius Sulpicius, alfo, 
was continued in command for the year, that he 
might hold the province of Macedonia and Greece, 
with the fame fleet which he had before. With 
refped; to the two legions which remained in the 
city of Rome, no alteration was made. Leave 
was given for the confuls to raife recruits, to com- 
plete the troops wherein there was any deficiency 
of numbers. Twenty-one legions were employed 
this year in the fervice of the Roman empires A 
charge was given to Publius Licinius Varus, city 
praetor, to repair thirty old Ihips of war, which lay 
at OSiift and to fumim twenty new ones, with their 
full complement of men, that he might have a 
fleet of fifty fail to guard the fea coafts in the 
neighbourhood of Rome. Caius Calpurnius was 
formdden to ronove his army from Arretium, 

before 
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before the arrival of his fucceffor. Both he and BOOK 
Tubero were ordered to be particularly watch- XXVII. 
fill on that fide, left any new fchemes might be 
formed. liJS; 


XXIIl. The praetors went to the provinces, but 
the confuls were detained by bufinefs refpeding re- 
ligion ; for they could not readily effedl the expi- 
ation of feveral prodigies which had been reported. 
From Campania, accounts were brought, that two 
temples at Capua, thofe of Fortune and Mars, and 
feveral tombs, were ftruck by lightning ; and at 
Cumae, mice gnawed fome gold in the temple of 
Jupiter, fo apt is fuperftitious weaknefs to introduce 
the deities into the moft trivial occurrences ; that 
at Cafinum, a very large fwarin of bees fettled in 
the Forum ; at Oftia, a wall and gate were ftruck 
by lightning ; at Caere, a vulture flew into the tem- 
ple of Jupiter; and that at Vulfinii blood flowed 
from a lake. On account of thefe portents, there 
was a fupplication performed of one day’s continu- 
ance. During many fucceflive ones, facrifices were 
offered of vituras of the larger kinds, and yet no 
favourable omens appeared, nor, for a long time, 
was there ?ny indication of the gods becoming pro- 
pitious. The baneful events, thus forboded, affected 
not immediately the fafety of the ftate, but fell on 
the perfons of the confuls. The Apollinarian ganies 
had been firft celebrated by the city prajtor, Corne- 
lius Sulla, in the confulate of Quintus Fulvius, and 
Appius Claudius ; and, thenceforward, all the city 
praetors, in fuccellion, had performed them ; but 
they vowed them only for one year, and- fixed no 
particular day for their obfervance. This year, a 
grievous epidemic diforder fell both on the oity and 
country j however, the ficknefs was rather tedious 
than mortal. On account of this malady, a fupplica- 
tion was performed in all the ftreets of Rome, the city 

praetor. 
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BOOK praetor, Publius Licinius Varus, being at the fame 

XXVII. time ordered to propofe Jo the people to enzQt a law, 
that a vow ihould be made for the perpetual cele- 
bration of thofe games on a ftated day. Accord- 
ingly he himfelf fird engaged for it, holding 
the games on the third day of the nones of July, 
which day has ever fince been obferved as an anni- 
verfary feftival. 

XXIV. The rumours concerning the Arretlans 
grew every day more and mere alarming, and 
greatly increafed the anxiety of the fenate ; where- 
fore orders were difpatched to Cams HoiliUus, 
not to defer taking hoftages from that people; 
and G:uus Terentius Varro was fent with a commif- 
Hon to receive them from him, and condufl; them 
to Rome. On his arrival, Hoftilips immediately 
ordered one legion, which was encamped before 
the gates, to march into the city ; and then, having 
polled guards in proper places, he fummoned the 
fenate to attend him in the Forum, and made a 
demand of hoftages. The fenate requefted two days 
time to confider of the matter ; but he infilled that 
they Ihould give them inllantly, or he would, next 
day, take all the children of the fenators. He then 
dire£led all the military tribunes, prsefe£ls of the 
allies, and centurions, to guard the gates carefully, 
that no one might go out of the city in the night. 
This was not performed with proper care and dili- 
gence ; for, before the guards were polled at the gates, 
or night came on, feven principal fenators made 
their efcape with thdr children. At the firll light, 
on the day following, the fenate being fummoned 
into the Forum, they were mifled, and thar pro- 
perty was fold. From the reft of the fenators, one 
hundred and twenty hoftages were recaved, who 
were their own children, and they were delivered 
to Cauus Terentius to be condudled to Rome. He 
reprefented every thing to the fenate, in fuch a light 

as 
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as greatly increafed their fufpicions : wherefore, as BOOK 
If the hoftile intentions of the Etrurians were no XXVII. 
longer to be doubted, an order was given to Caius ^ 
Terentius himfelf, to'lead one of the city legions to 
Arretium, and to keep it there, as a garrifon to the 
city. It was at the fame time determined that Caius 
Hoftilius, with the reft of the troops, lliould make a 
circuit through the w'hole province ; that thofe who 
wiflied to excite difturbances might have no opportu- 
nity of putting their defigns in execution. When 
Caius Terentius, with the legion, arrived at Arre- 
tium, and demanded from the magiftrates the keys 
of the gates, they told him that they were not to be 
found ; but he, believing rather that they had been 
-put out of the way through fome evil defign, 
than loft through negligence, put on new locks, 
making ufe of every precaution to keep all things 
fully under his own power. He earneftly cau- 
tioned Hoftilius not to expedl to retain the Etrurians 
in quiet by any other means than by putting it out of 
their power to ftir. 

XXV. About this time, the bufinefs of the 
Tarenrines occalioned a warm debate in tlte fenate, 
where Fabius was prefent, exerting himfelf in fa- 
vour of thofe whom he had fubdued by arms, 
while others fpoke of them with much afperity, 
charging them as equal in guilt and deferving 
equal punilhment with the Campanians. The fenate 
raolved, conformably to the opinion of Mauius 
Acilius, that the town Ihould be fecured by a gar- 
rifem, and all the Tarenrines confined within the 
walls, and that the bufinefs fhould be taken under 
confiderarion at a future time, and when Italy 
(houfd be in a ftate of greater tranquillity! The 
cafe of Marcus Livius, governor of the citadel of 
Tarentum, was alfo debated with no leis warmth : 
fome advifed to pafs a vote of cenfure on him, 
becaufe that, in confequence of his indolence, Ta- 
rentum 
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BOOK rentum had been betrayed to the enemy ; while 

XXVII. others thought him deferving of reward, for having 
defended the citadel for five years, and for havmg, 

B.C.' 2 ^i tlie pmcipal caufe of the recovery of 

Tarentum. Moderate people affirmed, that the cog» 
nizance of his conduft belonged to the cenfors, not 
to the fenate ; and of this opinion was Fabius ; ne* 
verthelefs adding — ** Livius was, no doubt, the caufe 
“ of Tarentum being recovered, as his friends have 
“ fo often boafted in the fenate ; but it ihould be 
“ borne in mind that it could not have been reco- 
“ vered, if it had not been loft.” The conful, 
Titus Quintius Crifpmus, marched with a reinforce- 
ment into Lucania, to join the army formerly com- 
manded by Quintus Fulvius Flaccus. Marcellus 
was detained by feveral obftacles refpefting religion, 
which occurred, in quick fucceffion, to difturb lus 
mind : one of which was, that, havmg in the batde 
with the Gauls at Claftidium vowed a temple to 
Honour and Virtue, he had been hindered, by the 
pontiffs, from dedicating it j for they infifted, that 
one flirine could not, with propriety, be confecrated 
to more than one deity ; becaufe, if it Ihould be ftruck 
with lightning, or any kind of prodigy happen in it, 
the expiation would be difficult, as it could not be 
determined to which of the deities facrifice ought to 
be made; for one viftim could not, properly, be 
offered to two divinities, unlefs they were known to 
be two to whom fuch vidim mull be acceptable. 
Wherefore a feparate temple was eredled to Virtue, 
and the work pulhed forward with hafte ; neverthe- 
lefs thefe temples were not dedicated by him. At 
length he fet out, with a number of recruits, ,16 
' join the army, which he had left the year before at 
Venufi'a. Crifpinus, obferving the great degrw of 
fame which the taking of Tarentum had procured 
to Marcellus, prepared to lay fiege to Locri in 
Bruttium, fending to Sicily for engines and machines 
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of all forts, and calling over a fleet from thence, BOOK 
to attack that quarter of the city which ftretched XXVII. 
down to the fea. But he laid afide ‘his defign of 
the fiege, becaufe Hannibal had advanced to Licinium ; 
he heard, too, that his colleague had led out his army 
from Venufia, which made him wifh to unite their 
forces. Crifpinus therefore withdrew from Bruttium 
into Apulia, and the two confuls fat down in feparate 
camps, diftant from each other lefs than three miles, 
between Venufia and Bantia. Hannibal alfo re* 
turned into the fame country, as foon as he had 
faved Locri from a fiege. And now the confuls, 
being both impatient for a£lion, offered battle almofib 
every day ; not doubting but* that, if the enemy 
would hazard an engagement with the two confular 
armies united, they might efiedfually put an end to 
the war. 

XXVI. As Hannibal, of the two battles which 
he had fought with Marcellus the year before, had 
gained one and loft the other, he might now, in 
cafe of an engagement with the fame antagonift, find 
reafonable grounds both of hope and fear ; but he 
could, by no means, believe himfelf equal to a con* 
teft with the two confuls together. Applying him- 
felf, therefore, wholly to his old artifices, he watched 
an opportunity for an ambufcade. However, feveral 
ikirmilhes were fought between the camps with 
various fuccels, and the confuls began to think that 
the fummer might be fpun out in this manner. They 
were of opinion, however, that the fiege of Locri 
might, neverthelefs, be profecuted ; and they wrote 
to Lucius Cincius to come over, with the fleet, from 
Sicily to that* place ; and, to carry on the fiege on the 
land fide, they ordered half the troops in garrifen at 
Tarentum to march thither. Hannibal, having re- 
ceived previous intimation from feme Thurians?of 
thefe intended meafures, fent a party to lie in am- 
bufli on the road from Tarentum.. There, under the 

4 hill 
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BOOK ofPetellia, three thoufandhorfemen and two thou- 

XXVII., fand foot were placed in concealment; and theRo* 
mans, marching carelefsly, without having examined 

B C 208 road,*fell into the fna're, where no lefs than two 
’ thoufand foldiers were killed, and about twelve hun- 
dred taken prifoners : the reft flying different ways, 
through the fields and woods, returned to Taren- 
tum. Between the Roman and Carthaginian camps, 
ftood a hill, interfperfed with trees, which neither 
party at firft had occupied, becaufe the Romans 
knew not the nature of the ground on the fide which 
faced the camp of the enemy, and Hannibal had 
judged it to be better fitted for an ambufli than for 
a camp : accordingly he fent thither, for the pur- 
pofe, a ftrong detachment of Numidians, whom he 
concealed in the middle of a thicket ; not one of 
whom ftirred from his poft in the day, left either 
their arms or themfelves tiyght be obferved from. a 
diftance. There ran a general murmur through 
the Roman camp, that this hill ought to be feized, 
and fecured by a fort, left, if Hannibal fhould get 
poffellion of it, they fhould have the enemy, as it 
were, over their heads. The obfervation ftrujck 
Marcellus, and he faid to his colleage, “ Why not 
“ go ourfelves with a few horfemen, and take a 
“ view of the place ? After examining the matter 
“ with our own eyes, we fhall be able to judge with 
“ more certainty.” Crifpinus affenting, they pro- 
-ceeded to the fpot, attended by two hundred and 
twenty horfemen, of whom forty were Fregellans, 
the reft Etrurians : they were accompanied by two 
military tribunes, Marcus Marcellus, the conful's 
fon, and Aulus Manlius, and by two praefe£fs of 
the allies, Lucius Arennius and Matcus Aulius. 


Some writers have recorded, that the conful Mar- 
cellus offered facrifice on that day, and that, on the 
firft yiOim being flain, the liver was found without 
its head : in the fefcond, all the ufual parts appeared, 
but there was a fwelling obferved on the head of 

the 
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the Uver; die smilpex alfo obfenwg, that, in the BOOK' 
fecond cjde, the entrails, bdng imperfeA and foul, XX VII.^ 
afforded no very happy prdages. YR^TTi 


XXVII. But the conful Marcellus was poffeffed 
with fuch a palfionate defire for a trial of ffrength 
with Hannibal, that he never thought his own camp 
clofe enough to his ; and on this occafion, as he was 
palling the rampart, he left dire&ions that every 
foldier Ihould be ready in his place, in order that, 
if the hill which they were gmng to examine, Ihould 
be approved of, the whole might ftrike their tents, 
and follow them thither. In front of the camp was 
a fmall plain, and the road, leading thence to the 
hilly was open on all fides, and expofed to view. 
A watchman whom the Numidians had polled, not 
in expe£lation of an opportunity fo important as 
this, but with the hope of cutting off any party that 
might ftraggle too far in fearch of wood or forage, 
gave them the fignal to rife at once from their 
concealments. Thofe who were to come forth from 
the fummit and meet the enemy in front did not 
Ihew themfelves, until the others, who were to 


Y.R.J44. 

B.C. 


enclofe them on the rear, had got round. Then 
all fprung forward from every fide, and, railing 
a Ihout, made a furious onfet. 'I'hough the confuls 
were fo fituated in the valley that they could neither 
force their way up the hill, which was occupied by 
the enemy, nor, furrounded as they were, effeft a 
retreat, the difpute might neverthelefs have been 
protraAed for a Irmger time, had not the Etrurians 
begun to fly, and thereby filled the reft with difmay. 
However, the Fregellans, though abandoned by the 
Etrurians, did not give up the contell, as long ^ the 
confpls remained unhurt ; who, by their exliorta« 
tions, and their own perfonal exertions, fupported 
the fpirit of the fight : but, afterwards, feeing both 
the confuls wounded, and Marcellus. pierced through 
with a lance, and falling lifelels from his horie, 

X K thsp 
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BOOK then the few betook themfelves to flight, carrying 
XX VIL with them Crifpinus, who had recoved two wounds 
V p ''.r^ from javelins, and young Marcellus, who was alfo 
BX. 2 ^ hurt. Ohe of the military tribunes, Aulus Manlius, 
was ilain: of the two prsefeds of the allies, Mar- 
cus Aulius was killed, and Lucius Arennius taken : 
of the li£tors of the confuls, five fell alive into 
the enemy’s hands } of the reft, fome were flain, 
the others fled with the conful. Forty-three horfe- 
men fell in the fight and purfuit, and eighteen were 
made prifoners. The troops in camp had taken 
the alarm, and were going to fuccour the confuls, 
when they faw one conful, and the other conful’s 
fon, both wounded, and the fmall remains of the 
unfortunate party on thdr return. The death of 
Marcellus, unhappy in other refpe&s, was no lels 
fo in this, that by a condud, ill-becoming either 
his age (for he was now above fixty years old), or 
the prudence of a veteran commander, he had fo 
improvidently precipitated himfelf, his colleague, 
and, in fome meafure, the whole commonwealth 
into fuch defperate hazard. 1 Ihould engage in 
too many and too long difcuflions on a tingle 
event, if I were to recite all the various relations 
given by diflferent writers of the death of Marcellus. 
To omit other authors, Lucius Caclius prefents us 
with three different narratives of that occurrence : 
one received by tradition; another written, and 
contained in the funeral panegyric, delivered by his 
fon, who was prefent in the a£lion ; and a third, 
which he produces as the real Hate of the fa£l, dif- 
covered by his own inquiries. But how much 
foever reports vary, molt of them, notwithfianding, 
concur in llating, that he went out of his camp to 
view the ground, and all, that he was flain in an 
ambufcade. 

XXVIII. Haniubal, fuppofing that the enemy 
mufl; be greatly difinayed by the death of one. of 

their 
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thrar confuls, and the wounds. of the other, and .BOOK 
wiftiing not to lofe any advantage which a juncture XXVII.^ 
fo favourable might afford, removed his ^camp im- y ^'7. / 
mediately to the hill on which the battle had been sic. 2^.* 
fought. Here he found the body of Marcellus, and 
interred it. Cnfpinus,di(heartened by his colleague’s 
death and his own wounds, decamped in the lilence 
of the following night, and, on the neareff mountains 
that he could reach, pitched his camp in an elevated 
fpot, fecure on all fides. On this occafion, the two 
commanders difplayed great fagacity in their pro- 
ceedings, while one endeavoured to eftedf, the other 
to guard againft deception. Hannibal had, with 
Marcellus’s body, gotten poffeilion of his ring, and 
Crifpinus, fearing left miftakes occafioned by means 
of this lignet might give room to the Carthaginian 
for pradtifing fonie of his wiles, fent expreffes round 
to all the neighbouring ftatcs to inform them, that 
** his colleague had been flain, that the enemy was 
** in poffeflion of his ring, and that they fhould, 
therefore, give no credit to any letters written in 
“ the name of Marcellus.” I'his meffage from the 
conful had but juft arrived at Salapia, when a letter 
was brought thither from Hannibal, written in the 
name of Marcellus, intimating, that “ he would come 
“ to Salapia on the night which was to follow that 
“ day ; and directing that the foldiers of the garrifon 
“ fhould be ready in cafe he fhould have occafion 
“ to employ them.” The Salapians were aware of 
the fraud; and judging that Hannibal, whom they 
had incenfed, not only by their defedion from his 
party, but by killing his horfomen, was feeking an 
opportunity for revenge, fent back his melfenger, 
who was a Roman deferter, in order that the fol- 
diers might ad, as fhould be thought proper, with- 
out being watched by him ; they then placed parties 
of the tewnfmen on guard along the walls, and 
in the convenient parts of the city, forming the 
guards and watches for that night with more than 
K K 2 ordinary 
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BOOK ordinary care. On each fide of the gate, through 

XXVII. which they expeded the enemy to come, they 
placed the main ftrength of the garrifon. About 

B!c.'io8! tlic fourth watch Hannibal approached the city : his 
van>guard was compofed of Roman defeiters, armed 
alfo in the Roman &lhion. Thefe, when they came 
to the gate, as they all fpoke the Latine language^ 
called up the watchmen, and ordered them to open 
the gate, for- the conful was at hand. The watch* 
men, as if awaked by thdr call, were all in a hurry 
and buftle, driving to opoa the gate, which had been 
ihut by letting down the portcullice : fome raifed 
this with levers, others pulled it up with ropes to 
fuch an hdght, that men might come in without 
Hooping. Scarcely was the paflage fufBciently opened, 
when the deferters ruflied in eagerly through the 
gate ; and, when about fix hundred had entered, the 
rope, by which it was kept fufpended, being loofened, 
the portcullice fell down with a great noife. Part 
of the Salapians now attacked the deferters, who, 
as if among friends, carried their arms carelefsly on 
their fiioulders, as on a march ; while the reft, from 
the tower adjoining the gate and from the walls, beat 
off the enemy with ftones, and pikes, and javelins. 
Thus Hannibal, enfnared by an artifice worthy of him* 
felf, was obliged to retire, and went thence to raife the 
fiege of Locri, which Cindus was pulhing forward 
with the utmoft vigour, having conftruded various 
works, and being fupplied with engines of eve^ kind 
from Sidly. Mago, who almoft defpaired of being 
able to hold out and msunttun the defence of the dty. 
received the firft gleam of returning hope from the 
news of Marcellus^ death. This was foon followed 
by an exprels, acquainting him that Hannibal, having 
fent forward the Numidian cavalry, was haftening 
after, at the head of the main body of infantry, with 
all the fpeed he could make. As foon, therefore, 
as. he underftood, by fignals made from the watch- 
towers, that the Numidians were drawing nigh, be, 
• with 
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^th his own forces, fuddenly throwing open a gate, BOOK 
ruflied out furioully on the befiegers. The fud- XXVII.^ 
dennefs of his attack, rather than inequality of 
ilrength, at firil made the difpute doubtful; but sic.aos! 
afterwards, when the Numidians came up, the Ro- 
mans were ftruck with fuch difmay, that they fled 
in confiifion towards the fea and their Ihips, leaving 
behind their works and machines which they ufed 
in battering the walls. In this manner did the ap- 
proach of Hannibal raife the fiege of Locri. 

XXIX. When Crifpinus learned that Hannibal 
had gone into Bruttium, he ordered Marcus Mar- 
cellus, military tribune, to lead away to Venufia the 
army which had been under the command of his 
colleague; and he himfelf, with his own legions, 
f(^ out for Capua, being fcarcely able to endure the 
motion of a litter, his wounds were fo very painful. 

But he firft difpatched a letter to Rome, with an 
account of Marcellus’s death, and of his own danger- 
ous fituation. “ It was not in his power,*’ he faid, 

** to go to Rome to attend the eleftions, becaufe he 
“ was fure he fhould not be able to bear the fatigue 
of the journey ; and befides, that he was uneafy 
about Tarentum," left Hannibal might march 
** thither from Bruttiufti. It was therefore neeef- 
** fary that fome perfons (hould be commiflioned to 
** come to him in his quarters, men of prudence, to 
** whom he could with freedom fpeak his thoughts 
“ on the prefent ftate of affairs.” The reading of 
this letter caufed great forrow for the death of one 
conful, and apprehenfions for the fafety of the oth^. 

The fenate, therefore, fent Quintus Fabius the 
younger to Venufia, to take the command of the 
army there ; and deputed three perfons to wait on 
the conful, Sextus Julius Csefar, Lucius Lidnius 
Pollio, and Lucius Cincius Alimentus, who had a 
few days before come home from Sicily. Thefe 

K K 3 were . 
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BOOK were ordered to deliver a meffage to the confvl, 
XXVli.^ that if he could not come himfelf to Rome, to hold 
Y the eleftions, he would, within the Roman territo- 

B.C.'zts. nominate a diftator for that purpofe; and 
diredions were given, that in cafe the conful Ihould 
have gone to Tarentum, then Quintus Cladius, the 
praetor, fhould lead the army from its prefent quar- 
ters into that part of the country where he could 
afford protedion to the greateft number of the cities 
of the allies. In the courfe of this fummer Marcus 
Valerius paffed from Sicily to Africa with a fleet of 
one hundred fail, and making a defcent near the city 
of Clupea, ravaged the country to a great extent, 
meeting fcarcely any one in arms. After which, 
the troops employed in thefe depredations made a 
hafly retreat to their fhips, in confequence of a 
fudden report that the Carthaginian fleet was ty)- 
proaching. This fleet confifted of eighty-three Ihips, 
with which the Roman commander came to an oi- 
gagement not far from Clupea, and gained a com- 
plete viftory. After taking eighteen fhips, and 
difperfing the reft, he returned to Lilybaeum with 
abundance of booty acquired both on land and fea. 

XXX. Philip, during this futnmer, brought afllft- 
ance to the Achasans, in compliance with their earneft 
entreaties; for, on one fide, Machanidas, tyrant of 
the Lacedjemonians, haraifed them continually by 
irruptions from his territories, which lay contiguous 
to theirs ; and on another, the ^tolians, tranfport- 
ing an array, in fhips, through the flreight which 
runs between Naupaftus and Patras, called by the 
neighbouring inhabitants Rhios, had fpread devafta- 
tions through the country. A report alfo prevailed, 
that Attalus, Xing of Afia, intended to come over 
into Europe, becaufe the AEtolians, in their laft 
general council, had conftituted him chief magiftrate 
of their ftate. While Philip was, for all thefe rea- 
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fons, inarching down into Greece, he was met at BOOK 
the city of Lamia by the iEtolians, under the com- XXVII. 
mand of Pyrrhias, who had been created praetor for 
that year, conjointly with Attains, on account of the b!c. 2 o 8 . 
latter's abfence. l^iides their own forces, they had 
a body of auxiliaries fent by Attains, and about one 
thoufand men from the Roman fleet of Publius 
Sulpicius. Againft this commander, and thefe forces, 

Philip fought twice with fuccefs; and, in each 
battle, flew at leafl one thoufand. The .^tolians 
being fo greatly difmayed, as to keep themfelves 
clofe under the walls of Lamia, Philip led back his 
army to Phalara. This place, being fituated on the 
Malian bay, was formerly thickly inhabited, on 
account of its excellent harbour, the fafe anchorage 
on either fide, with other commo^tis circumftances, 
to which both the fea and the land contributed. 

Hither came ambafladors from Ptolemy King of 
Egypt, the Rhodians, Athenians, and Chians, with 
intent to compofe the differences between Philip and 
the iEtolians. The .£rplians alfo invited a mediator 
from among their ndghbours, Amynander, King of 
Athamania. But the concern of all was engaged, 
not fo much by their regard for the .ZEtolians, who 
were remarkable fop an arrogance unbecoming a 
Grecian ftate, as by their wilhes to prevent Philip 
from interfering in any of the affairs of Greece ; an 
interference which would be highly dangerous to the 
general liberty. The deliberations concerning a 
pacification were adjourned to the meeting of the 
council of the Achaeans, and a certain time and 
place were fixed for that aflembly. In the mean- 
time, a truce for thirty days was obtained. The King, 
proceeding thence through Theffaly and Boeotia, 
came to Chalcis in Eubcea, vidth defign to ei^clude 
Attains from the harbours and coalls, for intelli- 
gence had been received that he intended to come to 
Euboea with a fleet. Afterwards, leaving there a 

K K 4 body . 
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BOOK body of troops, to oppofe Attalus, in cafe he (hoald 
XXVII. happen to arrive in the mean>time; apd fetting out 
Y.R.544. ^ few horfemen and light infantry, he 

B.C.zos! came to Argos. Here the fuperintendance of the 
games of Hserean Juno and Nemaean Hercules being 
conferred on him by the fuffrages of the people, 
becaufe the Kings of the Macedtmians affedl to derive 
the origin of their family from that city, he per- 
formed thofe in honour of Juno ; and, as foon as 
they were finilhed, went off inftantly to ABgium, to 
the council fummoned Ibme time before. In this 
aflembly feveral fchemes were propofed for putting 
an end to the j£tolian war, that neither the Romans 
nor Attalus might have any pretence for entering 
Greece. But every meafure of the kind was defeated 
at once by the JEtolians, when the time of the truce 
had fcarcely expired, on their hearing that Attalus 
was arrived at JEgina, and that the Roman deet lay 
at Naupa&us. For being called into the council of 
the Achseans, where were likewife prefent the fame 
ambaffadors who had treated of a pacification at 
Phalara, they at firft complained of fome trifiing 
a£ks committed during the truce, contrary to the 
faith of the convention, at lafi declaring that the 
war could not be terminated oir any other terms than 
by the Achseans giving back Pylus to the Meffenians, 
Atintania to the Romans, and Ardyaea to Scerdilaedus 
and Pleuratus. Philip, conceiving the utmoll indig- 
nation at the vanquifhed party prefuming to preferibe 
terms to their conqueror, faid, that “ in liftening 
« before to propofals of peace, or in agreeing to a 
« truce, he had not been led by any expedation 
** that the .£tolians would remain quiet, but by 
** his wilh to have all the confederates witneffes that 
** the objed of his purfuits was peace; of theirs, 
♦‘. war.” Thus, without any thing being effeded 
towards an accommodadon, he difmiffed the afiem- 
bly, left five thoufimd foldiers to proted the Achseans, 

receiving 
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recdving from them five ihips of war, with which, BOOK 
added to a fleet lately fent to him from Carthage, XXVII. 
and fome veflels then on their way from Kthynia, 
fent by King Prufias, he had refolved, if he could Bic.fos! 
eflled: the junftion, to try his ftrength in a naval en- 
gagement with the Romans, who had long been 
mafters of the fea in that part of the world. After 
diflblving the council, he went back to Argos, be- 
caufe the time of the Nemasan games was approach- 
ing, and he wiflied to give them, by his prefence, an 
additional degree of fplendor. 

XXXI. While the King was employed in the 
celebration of the games, and, during that feafon of 
feftivity, indulging his mind in relaxation from mi- 
litary operations, Publius Sulpicius fetting fail from 
Naupadus, arrived on the coafl between Sicyon and 
Corinth, making violent depredations on that fine 
and fertile country. The news of this event called 
away Philip from the exhibition. He marched off* 
with rapidity at the head of his cavalry, leaving 
orders for the infantry to follow; and, while the 
Romans were firaggling at random, and heavily 
laden with booty, not apprehending any danger of 
the kind, he attacked and drove them to their fliips. 

Thus the Roman fleet returned to Naupadlus with 
little caufe of triumph for the booty which they had 
taken. On the other fide, Philip, by the fame of 
a victory, whatever might be its real importance, 
gained however over Romans, added greatly to the 
luflre of the remaining part of the games ; and 
the fefUval ;oiras celebrated with extraordinary re- 
joicings, to which he contributed alfo by his popu- 
lar behaviour : for, laying afide his diadem, purple 
robe, and other royal apparel, he fet himfelf, with 
refpedi to appearance, on a level with the red ; than 
which nothing can be more grateful to the people 
of free itates. This condu£I would have afforded 
very ftrong hopes of general liberty, had he not . 

debafed 
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BOOK debafed and dilhonoured all by intolerable de« 
XXVI. bauchery: for, night and day, with one or two 
' attendants, he ranged through the houfes of married 
people. He had lowered his dignity to the com- 
mon level, confequently the lefs confpicuous he 
appeared, the lefs reftraint he was under ; and thus 
the liberty of which he had given others an empty 
profpeci, he ftretched to the utmoll in the gratifi- 
cation of his own libidinous defires. Money and 
feduftive difcourfes were not always fufficicnt for his 
purpofes; he even employed violence in aid of them, 
and dangerous was it for hufbands and parents to 
Ihew inflexible ftrifbaefs in obllru&ing the luflful 
palfions of the King. He took from Aratus (a man 
of difiindion among the Achseans) his wife, named 
Polycratia, and deluding her with the hope of being 
married to a fovereign prince, carried her into Ma- 
cedonia. After fpending the time of the celebration 
of the games, and feveral days after they were 
finifhed, in this fcandalous manner, he marched to 
Dymx, with defign to diflodge a garrifon of the 
^tolians, who had been invited' by the Eleans, and 
received into that city. At Dymae he was joined by 
the Achaeans, under Cycliades their chief magiftrate, 
who were inflamed with hatred againfl the Eleans, 
becaufe they refufed to unite with the other Hates of 
Achaia, and highly incenfed againfl the iEtolians, 
whom they believed to be the authors of the war 
carried on againfl them by the Romans. Leaving 
Dymae, and uniting their forces, they pafled the river 
Lariffus, which feparates the territory of Elis from 
that of Dymae. 

XKXII. The firfl day on which they entered the 
enemy.’s borders, they fpent in plundering. On the 
next, they advanced to the city in order of battle, 
having fent forward the cavalry, to ride up to the 
gates, and provoke the .^tolians, who were ever 
, well inclined to embrace an opportunity of fallying 

out 
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out from their works. They did not know that BOOK 
Sulpidus, with fifteen ihips, had come over from XX VII. 
Naupadus to Cyllene, and landing four thoufend 
foldiers, had, in the dead of night, left his march B.C. a^. 
Ihould be obferved, thrown himfelf ' into Elis. 

When therefore they perceived, among the .Sltolians 
and Eleans, the Roman ftandards and arms, an ap- 
pearance fo unexpeded filled them with the greateft 
terror. At firft, the King had a mind to order a 
retreat, but thC '^dEtolians being already engaged with 
the Trallians, a tribe of Illyrians fo called, and his 
party appearing to have the worft of the conteft, 
he himfelf, at the head of his cavalry, made a charge 
cm a Roman cohort. Here the horfe of Philip, 
being pierced through with a fpear, threw him for- 
ward, over his head, to the ground, which gave rife 
to a furious conflift between the contending parties ; 
the Romans prefling hard on the King, and his own 
men protecting him. His own behaviour on the 
occafion was remarkably brave, although he was 
obliged to fight on foot, among fquadrons of cavalry. 

In a fliort time, the difpute becoming unequal, great 
numbers being killed and wounded near him, he 
was forced away by his foldiers, and, mounting 
another horfe, fled from the field. He pitched his 
camp that day at the diftance of five miles from 
the city of Elis ; and, on the next, led all his forces 
to a fort called Pyrgus, where, as he had heard, a 
multitude of the country people, with their cattle, 
had run together through fear of being plundered. 

This irregular and unarmed crowd were fo utterly 
difinayed at his approach, that he at once made 
himfelf mafter of the whole, and by this feizure 
gained compenfadon for whatever difgrace he had 
fuftained at Elis. While he was diftributing the 
fpoil and prifoners, the latter amounting to four 
thoufand men, and the cattle of all kinds to twenty 
thouiand, news arrived from Macedonia, that a per- 

fon 
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BOOK called Eropus, had, by bribing the commander 
XXVII. of the garrifon and citadel, gained podeifion of 
Lychnidusj that he had alfo got into his hands 
B.C. 9^! fome towns of the Dadaretians, and was, befides, 

’ endeavouring to perfuade the Dardanians to take 
arms. In confequcnce of this intelligence, dropping 
the profecution of the war between the Achaeans 
and .£tolians, but learing, however, two thoufand 
rive hundred foldiers, of one fort or other, under 
the command of Menippus and Polyphantas, to 
aflift his allies, he inarched away from Dymm, 
through Achaia, Boeotia, and Euboea, and on the 
tenth day arrived at Demetrias in Therialy. Here 
he was met by other couriers, with accounts of ftill 
more dangerous commotions ; that the Dardanians, 
pouring, into Macedonia, had already feized on 
Oreftis, and marched down into the plain of Ar- 
geftae, and that a report prevailed among the bar- 
barians, that Philip had been llain. This rumour 
was occafioned by the following circumftance. In 
his expedition againri the plundering parties near 
Sicyon, being carried by the impetuority of his horfe 
againfl: a tree, a projefling branch broke off one of 
the fide ornaments of his helmet, which being found 
by an iEtoIian, and carried into JEtolia to Scerdilse- 
dus, who knew it to be the cognizance of the King, 
it was fuppofed that he was killed. After Philip's 
departure from Achaea, Sulpicius, failing to .£gina, 
jpined his fleet to that of Attains. The Achsans 
gained the vidory in a battle with the .^tolians and 
Eleans, fought near Meffene. King Attains and 
Publius Sulpicius wintered at .dEgina. 

XXXIII. Towards the clofe of this jrear, the 
conful Htus Quintius Crifpinus, after having nomi- 
nated Titus Manlius Torquatus didator, to prefide 
at the eledions, and folemnize the games, died of 
his wounds, according to fome writers, at Tarentum; 

5 according 
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according to others, in Campaiua. Thus was there BOOK 
a concurrence of events, fuch as had never been XXVii. 
experienced in any former war, while the two con- 
fuls being flain, without having fought any memora- 
ble battle, left the commonwealth, as it were, father- 
lefs. The dilator Manlius appointed Caius Servilius, 
then curule sedile, his mafter of the horfe. The 
fenate, on the firll day of its meeting, ordered the 
dictator to celebrate the great games, which Marcus 
^milius, city praetor, had exhibited in the confulate 
of Caius Flaminius and Cneius Servilius, and had 
vowed to be repeated at the end of five years. Ac- 
cordingly, he not only performed them now, but 
vowed them for the next luftrum. But as the two 
confular armies, without commanders, were fo near 
the enemy, both the fenate and people, laying afide 
all other concerns, made it their chief and only 
care to have confuls eleded as foon as pollible, 
and efpecially that they ihould be .men whofe courage 
was fo tempered by prudence as to guard them 
Anciently againlt Carthaginian wiles : for it was 
confidered, that, as through the whole courfe of the 
prefent war, the too warm and precipitate tempers 
of their generals had been produdive of great 
lofles, fo, in that very year, the confuls, through 
excellive eagernefs to engage the enemy, had 
fallen unguardedly into their fnares ; that the gods, 
however, compaffionating the Roman nation, had 
Ipared the troops, who were guiltlefs of the fault, 
and had decreed that the penalty incurred by the 
raihnels of the commanders fhould fall on their own 
heads. When the fenate looked round for proper 
perfons to be appointed to the confullhip, Caius 
Claudius Nero at once met their view as emi- 
nently qualified beyond all others. They* then 
fought a colleague for him. They well knew hun to 
be a man of extraordinary abilities, but, at the lame 
time, of a temper more fanguine and enterprifing 
than was expedient in the prefent exigencies of the 

war. 
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book war, or againll fuch an opponent an Hannibal ; and, 
XXVII. therefore, they thought it neceflary to qualify his 
yp'”" difpofition by joining with him a man of moderation 
b!c .IS prudence. 


XXXIV. Many years before this, Marcus Livius, 
on the expiration of his confullhip, had been judged 
guilty of mifcondu£f by a fentence of the people j 
and he was fo deeply affeded by this difgrace, 
that he retired into the country, and, for a long 
time, avoided not only the city, but all intercourfe with 
mankind. About eight years afterwards, Marcus 
Claudius Marcellus, and Marcus Valerius Laevinus, 
then confuls, brought him back into Rome; but 
ftill he appeared in a fqualid drefs, and fuffered his 
hair and beard to grow, difplaying in his coun- 
tenance and garb a more than ordinary fenfibility of 
the cenfure pafTed on him. When I.ucius Veturius 
and Publius Licinius were cenfors, they compelled 
him to be fliaved, to lay afide his fordid apparel, 
to attend the meetings of the fenaie, and perform 
other public duties. But, after all this, he ufed to 
give his vote either by a fingle word, or by going 
to the fide of the houfe which he approved, until a 
trial came on in the caufe of Marcus Livius 
Macatus, a man to whom he was related, and 
whofe charafter was at ftake ; and this obliged him 
to deliver his fentiments at large in the fenate. 
The fpeech which he made, after fo long an interval 
of filence, drew on him all eyes, and became the 
fubjeft of much converfation : it was aflerted, that 
** the people had treated him with great injuftice, 
“ and that the confequences of this undeferved ill- 
“ treatment had been highly injurious to that very 
“ people ; as, during a war of fuch importance and 
“ danger, the ftate had been deprived both of the 
“ fervices and counfels of fo great a man. With 
Caius Nero, neither Quintus Fabius, nor Marcus 

“ Valerius 
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Valerius Laevinus could be joined in office ; be- B O O K 
“ caufe the law did not allow the eledbon of two XXVII. 
patricians. The fame objeftion lay againft Titus 
Manlius, befides that he had before refufed the b c 2^! 
“ offer of the confulffiip, and would again refufe it. 

“ But if the cleftion of Marcus Livius, in conjunc- 
“ tion with Caius Nero,' could be effefted, then 
they would have fuch confuls as could fcarcely be 
“ equalled.” Nor were the commons difinclined 
to the propofal, although it took its rife from the 
patricians. One only perfon in the ffate, the perfon 
to whom the honour was offered, objedled to the 
meafure ; charging the people with levity and in* 
conftancy, he faid, that “ when he appeared before 
them in the fituation of a defendant, in a mourn* 

“ ing habit, they refufed him their compaffion ; yet 
“ now they forced upon him the white gown againft 
** his will, heaping punilhments and honours on the 
lame objed. If they deemed him an honeft man, 
why had they condemned him as wicked and 
“ guilty? If they had difcovered proofs of his 
** guilt, after feeing fuch realbu to repent of having 
trufted him with the confulihip once, why cntruft 
him with it a fecond lime ?” While he uttered 
thef^f and fuch like reproaches and complaints, he 
was checked by tlie fenators, who bade him recol* 
led, that “ Camillus, though exiled by his country, 

(c returned at its call, and re*eftablilhed it, when 
“ lhaken from the very foundations ; that it was the 
“ duty of a man to mollify by patience, and^to bear 
tvith relignation, the feverity of his country, like 
“ that of a parent.” By the united exertions of all, 

Marcus Livius was eleded conful with Caius Clau* 
dius Nero. x 

XXXV. Three days after, the eledion of praetors 
was held, and there were chofen into that office, 

Lucius Porcius Licinus, Caius Mamilius Aulus, and 
Caius Hollilius Cato. As foon as the eledions were 

con- 
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BOOK concluded, and the games celebrated, the didator 
mafter of the horfe rellgned their ofSces. Caius 
Y.R.544. Terentius Varro was fent, as propraetor, into £tru> 
B.C.2^. fia* in order that Caius Hollilius might go from that 
province to Tarentum, to take the command of 
the army which had a&ed under the late conful, 
Titus Quintius; and that Titus Manlius might go 
beyond fea, in the charader of ambalTador, to ob- 
ferve what bufinefs was going on abroad ; and alfo, 
as, during that fummer, the Olympic games were to 
be exhibited, which were always attended by the 
greateft concoutfe of the people of Greece, that he 
might go to that aflembly, if not prevented by the 
enemy, and inform any Sicilians whom he fhould 
find driven there, and any citizens of Tarentum, 
banifhed by Hannibal, that they might return to 
their homes, and might be alTured that the Roman 
people meant to reflore to them the whole of the 
property which they pofTefTed before the war 
began. As the approaching year feemed to threaten 
the greateft dangers, and there were, as yet, no 
magiftrates for the adminiftration of public afi^irs, 
all men direded their attention to the confute ele^ 
and wilhed them, as fpeedily as poftible, to caft 
lots for their provinces, that each of them Bught 
know beforehand what province and what anta- 
gonift he was to have. Meafures were alfo taken 
in the fenate, on a motion made by Quintus 
Fabius Maximus, to reconcile them to each other ; 
for there fublifted between them an avowed en- 
mity, which, on the fidd of Livitis, was the more 
inveterate, as, during his misfortunes, hfe had felt 
himfelf treated with contempt by the other. He 
was therefore the more obftinately implacable, and 
infilled, that “ there was no need of any reconci- 
liation : for they would condu£l all bufinefs with 
“ the greater diligence and adivity, while each 
“ fhould be afraid, left a colleague, who was his 
“ enemy, might find means of exalting his own 

“ charader 
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“ chara&er at the other’s expence.” Neverthelefs BOOK 
the influence, of the fenate prevailed on them to lay XXVII. 
afide their animofity, and to aft with harmony and — ' 

unanimity in the adminiftration of the government, g ^ 

The provinces allotted to them were nor, as in for- ’ • ‘ 
mer years, a joint command in the fame diftrifts, 
but quite feparate, in the remoteft extremities of 
Italy ; to one, Bruttium and Lucania, where he was 
to aft againft Hannibal ; to the other, Gaul, where 
he was to oppofe Hafdrubal, who was now faid to 
be approaching to the Alps. It was ordered that 
the conful to whole lot Gaul fell, Ihould, of the 
two armies, (one of which was in Gaul, and the other 
in Etruria,) choofe whichever he thought proper, 
and join to it the city legions ; and that he to whom 
the province of Bruttium fell, Ihould, after enlift- 
ing new legions for the city, take his choice of the 
armies commanded by the confuls of the preceding 
year ; and that the army left by the conful fhould be 
given to Quintus Fulvius, proconful, and that he 
ihould continue in command for the year. To Caius 
Hoftilius, to whom they had alSgned the province 
of Tarentum, in exchange for Etruria, they now 
gave Capua inftead. One legion was ordered for 
him, — that which Fulvius had commanded the year 
before. 

XXXVI. The public anxiety refpefting Hafdru- 
bal’s march into Italy increafed daily. At firft, 
envoys from the Mailiuans brought information, that 
he had pafled into Gaul, and that the inhabitants of 
that country were in high fpirits on the occalion ; 
becaufe it was reported, that he had brought a vaft 
quantity of gold for the purpofe of hiring auxiliaries. 

In company with thefe envoys, on their return,* were 
fent from Rome, Sextus Antiftius and Marcus 
Retius, to inquire into the matter; who brought 
back an account, that they had fent perfons with 
Maffilian guides, who, by means of fome Gallic 

I. I. chief- 
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BOOK chieftains, connedted in friendihip with the Mafii* 
XXVII. lians, might procure exadt intelligence of every par- 
^ ricular ; and that they had difcovered, with certainty, 
B.C.3^! that Hafdrubal, having already cohered a very 
. numerous army, intended to pals the Alps in the Ibl* 
lowing fpring, and that nothing prevented his doing 
it imme^tdy, but the pafles of thofe mountains 
bang Ihut up by the winter. Publius .^lius Pstus 
was eleded and inaugurated into the ofSce of augur, 
in the room of Marcus Marcellus ; and Cneius Cor- 
nelius Dolabella into that of king in religious mat- 
ters, in the room of Marcus Marcius, who had died 
two years before. In this year, the firft time lince 
Hannibal’s coming into Italy, the luftrum was clofed 
by the cenfors, Publius Sempronius Tuditanus and 
Marcus Cornelius Cethegus. The number of dti- 
zens rated was one hundred and thirty-feven thou- 
fand one hundred and eight, a number much fmaller 
than it had been before the war. It is recorded 
that, in this fame year, the Comitium was covered, 
and the Roman games once repeated by the curule 
adiles, Quintus Metellus and Caius Servilius ; and 
the plebeian games twice, by the plebeian aediles, 
Quintus Mamilius and Marcus Cscilius Metellus. 
Thefe alfo ereded three ilatues in the temple of 
Ceres, and there was a feaft of Jupiter on occafion 
Y.R.545. of the games. Then entered on the confullhip Caius 
BC 20;. C^udius Nero and Marcus Livius, a fecond time ; 
and as they had already, when confuls eled, calf 
lots for their provinces, they now ordered the prm* 
tors to do the fame. To Caius hoftilius fell the 
dty jurifdidion, to which the foreign was added, 
in order that three praetors might go abroad to the 
provinces. To Aulus HoAilius fell Sardinia} to 
Caius ’ Mamilius, Sicily; and to Ludus l^orduS} 
GauL The whole of the legions, amou^il^^ to 
twenty-diree, were diftributed in fuch manneiv diat 
each of the confuls fliould have two, Spain fou^, the 
three praetors, in Si^y, Sardinia, and Gaul, two 

each; 
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each ; Cai^is Terentius, in Etruria, two ; Quintus BOOK 
Fulvius, in Bruttium, two ; Quintus Claudius, about XXVII. 
Tarentum and Sallentum, two; Caius Hoililius Tu- y 
bulus, at Capua, one ; and two were ordered to be B.C.foyi 
raifed for the city. For the firft four I^ons, the 
people defied tribunes ; for the reft, they were'ap- 
pointed by the confuls. 

XXXVIL Before the confuls left home, the 
nine days folemnity was performed, on account of a 
Ihower of Hones having fallen from the fky at Veil. 

The mention of one prodigy was, as ufual, followed 
by reports of others : that the temple of Jupiter at 
Mintumse, .a grove at Marica, a wall and a gate of 
Atdla, had been Aruck by lightning. The people 
of Mintumse added, what was Hill more terrifying, 
that a ftream of blood had flowed in at one of their 
gates : at Capua, too, a wolf came into one* of the 
gates, and tore the centinel. Thefe prodigies were 
expiated «with viflims of the greater kinds ; and a 
fupplication, of one day's continuance, was ordered 
by the ponti^. The nine days folemnity was after- 
wards performed a fecond time, on account of a 
ihower Hones feen to fall during the armiluHrum. 

The people’s minds were no fooner freed from reli- 
gious apprehenfions, than they were again diHurbed 
by ah account, that, at Fruiino, an infant was bom 
of a fize equal to that of a child four years old, and 
underfill, not only for its bulk, but for its lex 
beuig doubtful ; as had been the cafe of the one 
born, two years before, at Sinuefla. Arufpices, 
feat for from Etruria, denounced this to be a portent 
particularly horrid, that ought to be exterminated 
ftom the Roman territories, and without being fuf- 
tonch the earth, drowned in the fea. 
Aa yf pfe^ ly, they fhut it up alive in a cheH, and 
tlne^ it into the deep. The pontiift likewife iflued 
a nmdats; t^t thrice nine virgins fhould go in pro- 
ceflion through the city, flnging a hymn. While 

L L 2 they • 
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BOOK they were employed, in the temple of Jupiter Stator, 

XXVI I. learning this hymn, which was compofed by the 

Y Livius, the temple of Imperial Juno, on the 

B.C. 207. Aventine, was ftruck by lightning. The arufpices, 
having delivered their judgment that 'this prodigy 
had«refpe£I to the matrons, and that the godd^ 
ought to be appealed by an offering, the curule aediles, 
by an edi£t, fummoned together, into the Capitol 
all thofe matrons who had houfes in the city of 
Rome, or within ten miles of it; and from this 
number they chofe twenty>five, to whom they {^d 
in a contribution out of thar own effeds. With this 
money a golden bafon was made, and carried to the 
Aventine, where the matrons, with every demon- 
llration of purity and fandity, immolated to the 
goddefs. Imme^tely after, the decemvirs, by pro- 
clamation, appointed a day for another facrihce to 
the lame divinky, which was conduced in the fol- 
lowing order: — Fromthe temple of Apollo, two white 
heifas were led into the city, through the Garmental 
gate ; after them were carried two cyprefs images of 
Imperial Juno ; then followed the twenty-feven vir- 
gins, clad in long robes, linging the hymn in honour 
of that deity. This hymn might perhaps, to the 
uninformed judgments of thofe times, appear to have 
merit, but, if repeated at prefent, it would feem bar- 
barous and uncouth. The train of virgins wras fol- 
lowed by the decemvirs, crowned with laurel, and 
dreffed in purple-bordered robes. From the gate they 
proceeded through the Jugarian ffreet into the Forum : 
here the proceffion halted, and a cord was given to 
the virgins, of which they all to<^ hold, and then 
advanced, beating time with their feet to the mufic 
of thrir voices. Thus they proceed^ through the 
Tufcah ffreet, the Velabrum, the cattle-mark^, ahd 
up the Pubhcian hill, until they arrived at Uie 
temple of Imperial Juno. There, two vidims 
offered in facrifice by the decemvirs, and the cypres 
images were placed in the t«nple. 


xxxvm. 
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XXXVni. After due expiations were offered BOOK 
to the gods, the confuls began to enlift foldiers ; XXVII. 
and this bufinefs they enforced with more ftrift- 
nefs and feverity than had been formerly praflifed b!c. 2 o-.' 
within the memory d any then living ; for the new 
enemy, advancing towards Italy, made the war 
doubly formidable. As the number of young men 
capable of Jerving, was conliderably diminiihed, 
they refolved to compel even the maritime colo- 
nies to furnilh foldiers, although they were faid 
to enjoy, under a folemn grant, an immunity from 
fervice. At firft, they refufed compliance; on 
which the confuls publifhed orders, that each ifate 
Ihould, on a certain day, produce before the 
fenate the title on which it claimed fuch exemp- 
tion. On the day appointed, the following ftates 
appeared before the ienate; Oftia, Alfia, Antium, 

Anxur, Minturnae, Sinueffa; and, from the coafl 
of the upper fea, Sena. Thefe recited their feve- 
ral claims ; but none of them were allowed, except 
thofe of Antium and. Oftia; and even in thefe 
two colonies the young men were obliged to fwear, 
that, while the enemy remained in Italy, they 
would not lodge out of the walls of their colo- 
nies longer than thirty days. Although it was 
the opinion of all, that the confuls ought to open 
the campaign as early as poflible, as it would be 
neceffary to-oppofe Hafd rubai immediately on his 
defcent from the Alps, left he might fcduce the 
Cifalpine Gauls and Etruria, which latter already 
entertained fanguine hopes of effecting a revolt': 
alfo, that it would be neceffary to give Hannibal 
full employ in his own quarters, left he might extri- 
cate himfelf from Bruttium, and advance to meet 
his brother : yet Livius delayed, not being f^tisfied ' 
wnth the forces deftined for his provinces, while 
his colleague had a choice of tw'o excellent con- 
fuiar armies, and a tliird which Quintus Claudius 

L 1. com- 
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BOOK commanded at Tuentum ; he therefore introduced 
XXVII. a propofal of recalling the volunteer flaves to the 
ftandards. The fenate gave the conful$ unlimited 
b!c. 207! power to fill up their companies with any men whcrni 
they approved ; to choofe out of all the armies fuch 
as they liked, and to exchange them,- and remove 
them from one province to another, as they Ihould 
judge beft for the public fervice. In the manage- 
ment of all thefe matters, the greateft harmony 
prevailed between the confuls; and the volunteer 
llaves were enrolled in the nineteenth and twentieth 
legions. Some writept fay, that on this occafion 
powerful reinforcements were alfo fent from Spain 
^ Publius Scipio to Marcus Livius ^ eight thoufand 
Spaniards and Gauls, two thoufand legionary fol- 
diers, and a body of cavalry compofed of Numi- 
dians and Spaniards, in number one thoufand eight 
hundred; that Marcus Lucretius brought thefe 
forces by fea, and that Caius Mamilius fent froqi 
Sicily four thoufand archers and flmgers. 

XXXIX. The difquietude at Rome was increafed 
by a letter brought out of Gaul from the praetor 
Lucius Porcius ; the contents of which were, that 
“ Hafdrubal had moved out of winter-quarters, and 
“ was now oh his pafiage over the Alps; that 
“ eight thoufand of the Ligurians were embodied 
“ and armed, and would join him as foon as he 
« arrived in Italy, unlefs an army were fent into 
“ Liguria to attack them beforehand : as to himfelf, 
‘‘ he would advance as far as he fliould think it fafe 
with his fmall force.” This letter obliged ^the 
confuls to finifii the levies with haile, and to fet out 
for their refpe£live provinces earlier than they had 
intended; for their purpofe was, that each mould 
keep his antagonift employed in his own province, 
fo as iu>t to fuffer the two to combine thdr forces 
into one body. An opinion, formed by Hannibal, 

helped 
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helped to further their delign : for though he be- BOOK 
lieved that his brother would make good his way XXVII. 
into Italy during the eourfe of that fummer, yet, 
when he refleded on the difficulties with which he b.C. 207^ 
had himfelf flruggled, firft in the pafTage of the 
Rhone, then in that of the Alps, fighting againfl: 
men, and againll the nature of the places, for five 
fuccelllve' months, he had not the leafi expedation 
that the other would be able to effed his purpofe 
with fo much more eafe and expedition; and, for 
this reafon, he was the later in quitting his winter- 
quarters. But Hafdrubal found evejy thing fo pro- 
ceed more eafily and expeditioufly than either him- 
felf or others had even ventured to hope : for the 
Arvernians, and afterwards the other Gallic and 
Alpine tribes, not only gave him a friendly recep- 
tion, but even accompanied him to the war.. Then, 
in moft parts of the country through which he 
marched, roads had been made by his brother in 
places until then impaflable ; befides which, as the 
Alps had, for twelve years, been a confiant route 
for divers people, he found the difpofition of the in- 
habitants much improved. For in former times, 
bong never vifited by foreigners, or accuflomed to 
fee a firanger in their country,' they were unfociable 
towards all the human race. Being ignorant at 
firfi: of the deftination of the Carthaginian, they 
had imagined that his obje£t was their rocks and 
forts, and to make prey of their men and cattle : 
but the accounts which they heard of the Punic war, 
and by which Italy had fo long been harafled, by 
this time fully convinced them, that the Alps were 
only ufed as a palTage, and that two overgrown ftates, 
feparated by vafl trads of fea and land, were con- 
tending for power and empire. Thefe caufes .opened 
the Alps to Hafdrubal. ' 3 ut whatever advantage 
he gained from the celerity of his march, he loll it 
all by delaying at Placentia, where he carried on a 
fruitlefs blockade, rather than an attack. He had 
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BOOK fuppofed that the reduAion of a town, (landing in a 
XXVII. plain, would be eahly accomplifhed ; and being a 
r* colony of great note, he was perfuaded that, by de- 
B.C. 207. ftroying this city, he (hould fill the reft with terror. 
That liege, however, not only impeded his own 
progrefs, but alfo (lopped Hannibal when he was 
juft fetting out from his winter-quarters, in confe- 
quence of hearing that his brother had reached Italy 
fo much more quickly than he had expefled. For 
he confidered not only how tedious the (iege of a 
city is, but alfo how inefie£lually he himfelf, going 
back vidorious from the Trebia, had attempted that 
fame colony. * 

XL. The confuls, taking different routes, when 
fetting out to open the campaign, drew the anxiety 
of the public in oppofite direilions, as if to two 
diftinfl; wars at once : for, belides their recolleflion 
of the heavy calamities which Hannibal’s • firft 
coming had brought upon Italy, . people were farther 
diftrelfcd by doubts of the iffue. ** What gods,” 
faid they to thenifelves, “ would be fo propitious to 
“ the city, and to the empire, as to grant fuccefs 
“ to their arms in both quarters at the fame time ? 

Hitherto, the bufinefs had been protra£led by a 
“ counterpoife of fucceffes and misfortunes. When 
in Italy, at the Trafimenus and Cannae, the 
‘‘^Roman power had been crufhed to the earth, 
“ a number of fuccefsful efforts in Spain had raifed 
“ it up from its fallen (late: when afterwards, in 
** Spain, a fuccellion of defeats, in which two ex- 
“ cellent commanders were loft, had, in a great 
meafure, ruined the two armies, the many advan- 
“ tages gained by the Roman arms in Italy and 
“ Sicily, had afforded (helter to the (battered veffel 
“ of the (late. Befides, even the diftance of 
“ place, one war being then carried on in the re- 
“ moteft extremity of the world, allowed room to 
*“■ breathe : but now, two wars had penetrated into 

« the 
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the very heart of Italy } two commanders, of the BOOK 
“ moft diftinguifhed reputation, flood on the oppo- XX VII.^ 
“ fite fides of the city of Rome; and the whole 

mafs of danger, the entire burthen, prefled upon B.C. 307! 
** one fpot. Whichever of thefe commanders Ihould 
flrfl gain a battle, he would, in a few days after, 

“ join his camp with the other.” The preceding year, 
alfo, having been faddened by the deaths of the two 
confuls, ferved to augment the general apprehen- 
fions.' Such were the melancholy forebodings which 
perplexed the minds of the people, as they efcorted 
the commanders on their departure to their provinces. 
Hiflorians have mentioned, that Marcus Livius, 
when fetting out for the campaign, being flill full 
of refentment againfl his countrymen, and warned 
by Quintus Fabius “ not to come to a battle haflily, 

“ or before he was well acquainted with the kind of 
“ enemy whom he had to encounter anfwered 
that “ the firll moment that he fliould get a fight of 
“ that enemy, he would fight him being alked 
the reafon of fuch eagemefs, he replied, “ I will ac- 
“ quire either extraordinary glory from the defeat of 
** the foe, or joy from that of my countrymen ; and 
“ though the latter might not perhaps redound to my 
■“ honour, yet it is certainly what they have deferved 
“ at my hands.” Before the conful Claudius arrived 
in his province, as Hannibal was leading his army 
towards Sallentum, through the very borders of the 
Larinatian frontiers, Caius Hoflilius Tubulus, with 
fome lightly accoutred cohorts, attacked him, and 
caufed dreadful confufion among his unmarlhalled 
troops, killing four thoufand men, and taking nine 
military flandards. Quintus Claudius, who had< his 
forces cantoned through the towns in the territory of 
Sallentum, on being apprifed of the enemy's motions, 
marched out of his winter-quarters : wherefore, Han- 
nibal, iefl he Ihould be obliged to encounter the 
two armies at once, decamped in the night, and with- 
drew from the Tarentine territory into Bruttium- 

Claudius 
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BOOK Claudius fell back to the country adjoining Sal> 
XXVII. lentum. Hoftilius, on his march towards Capua, 

' met the conful Claudius at Venufia; and here 
B.C. soy. iele^led, out of both armies, forty thoufand 
foot, and two thoufand five hundred horfe, with 
which the conful was to ad againft Hannibal. The 
reft of the forces, Hoftilius was ordered to lead to 
Capua, that he might deliver them up to Quintus 
Fulvius, proconful. 

XLI. Hannibal, having drawn together his 
forces from all quarters, both thofe which he had 
hitherto kept in winter>quarters, and thofe which 
were in garrifon in the Bruttian territory, came 
into Lucania, to Grumentum, in hope of regaining 
the towns, which, through fear, had joined the Ro- 
mans. To the fame place came the Roman conful, 
from Voiufia, carefully examining the roads as he 
went, and pitched his camp at the diftance of about 
fifteen hundred paces from the enemy. From hence 
the rampart of the Carthaginians feemed to be almoft 
clofe to the wall of Grumentum ; the adual diftance, 
however, was five hundred paces. Between tjie 
Carthaginian and Roman camps the ground was 
level ; and on the left-hand fide of the Carthaginians, 
and right of the Romans, flood fome naked hills, 
from which neither party apprehended any mifchief, 
becaufe there were no woods, nor any covering 
for an ambufcade. Parties, fallying from the ad- 
vanced polls, fought feveral ikirmifhes of little 
confequence. It appeared plainly that the Roman 
general had no other objeft in view than to hin- 
der the enemy from quitting the place ; while Han- 
nibal, wifhing to get away, frequently drew out his 
whole flrength, and offered battle. On this occafion, 
the conful adopted the crafty genius of his adver- 
fary ; and, , as there could be little apprehenfion of a 
furprize, the hills being open, and having b^n exa- 
. mined by his fcouts, ne ordered five cohorts, with 

five 
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five additional companies, to pafs over their fummit BOOK 
in the night, and conceal themfelves in the vallies XXVII.^ 
on the other fide. The time when they were to rife 
from their ambuih he fettled with Tiberius Claudius 207! 
Afellus, military tribune, and Publius Claudius, prs> 
fed of the allies, whom he fent at their head. He 
himfelf, at the ^wn of day, drew out all his forces, 
both foot and horfe, into the field. In a fhort time 
after,' Hannibal alfo, on his fide, difplayed the fig* 
nal for battle, and a great noife enfued in his 
camp, while the meil ran haftily to arms. Then 
all, both horfe and foot, rufhed eagerly out of the 
gates, and fcattering themfelves over the plain, ad- 
vanced haftily to attack the enemy. The conful, ob> 
ferving them in this diforder, commanded Caius Au< 
runculeius, tribune of the third legion, to make hb 
cavalry charge.them with all pollible fury, remark- 
ing, that “ they had fpread themfelves' like cattle 
** over the plain, and in fuch conftifion that, be- 
fore they could be formed, they might be rode 
down, and trodden under foot.” 

^XLII. Hannibal had not yet come out of his 
camp, when he heard the fhouts of the troops en- 
gaged : alarmed at this, he led his forces with 
all fpeed towards the enemy. The charge of the 
Roman cavalry had already diftreffed his van, and, 
of their infantry, the firft legion and the right 
wing were coming into adion, while the Cartha- 
ginians, without any regular order, began the fight 
juft as chance -threw each in the way of either 
horfeman or footman. The combatants, on both 
fides, were fuftained by reinforcements ; and Hanni- 
bal, in the midft of the terror and tumult, would have 
formed hb^line while fighting, which is no eafy mat- 
ter, unlefs to a veteran commander, and in the cafe 
of veteran troops, but that the Ihout of the cohorts and 
companies, running down from the hills, and which was 
heard on their rear, ftruck them with the fear of bdng • 

cut 
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BOOK cut off from their camp : and had it not been near^ 
XX VII. (feized as they were with a panic, and flying in every 
*y 7 part,) very great numbers would have been flain : 
B.C. 207! cavalry ‘ftuck clofe to their rear, and the 

cohorts, running down the declivity of the hills, 
over clear and level ground, affailed them in flank. 
However, upwards of eight thoufand men were 
killed, more than feven hundred men made prifon- 
ers, and nine military ftandards were taken. Even 
of the elephants, which in fuch a fudden and irre- 
gular a£Iion had been of no ufe, four were killed, 
and two taken. Of the Romans, and their allies, 
there fell about five hundred. Next day the Car- 
thaginian kept himfelf quiet. The Roman brought 
his army into the field, and when he faw that none 
came out -to meet him, he ordered the fpoils of the 
flain to be collected, and the bodies of his own men 
to be brought together, and buried. After this, for fe- 
veral fucceflive days, he puflied up fo clofe to the 
enemy’s gates, that he feemed to intend an afi&ult 
but, at length, Hannibal decamped, at the third watch 
of the night, and made towards Apulia, leaving a great 
number of fires and tents on the fide of the camp 
which fiiced the enemy, and a few Numidians, wfio 
were to Ihew themfelves on the ramparts and at the 
gates. As foon as day appeared, the Roman army 
came up to the trenches, the Numidians, as direded, 
fhewing themfelves for fome time on the ramparts ; 
having impofed on the enemy as long as pofllble, 
they rode off at full fpeed, until they overtook the 
body of their army. The conful, perceiving the camp 
perredUy filent, and no longer feeing any where even 
the fmall number who had paraded in view, at the 
dawn of day difpatched two horfemen to examine 
the ilate of the works ; and whoi he learned, with 
certainty, that all was fafe, he ordered his army to 
march in. Here he delayed no longer than while his 
men colledfed the plunder ; then, founding a re- 
. treat, long before night, he brought back his forces 
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iato thdr tents. Next day, at the hrft light, he fet BOOK 
out, and following by long marches the tracks of the XX VII. 
Carthaginians, byfuch intelligence ashe could procure, 
overtook them not far from Venufia. Here likewife B!c.'so7i 
an irregular kind of battle was fought, in which above 
two thoufand of the fugitives fell. From thence, 
Hannibal, marching in the night, and taking his 
.way through mountains, that he might not be &rced 
to an engagement, proceeded towards Metapontum : 
from which place Hanno, who commanded the gar- 
rifon of the town, was fent, with a fmall party, into 
Bruttium, to raife frefh forces ; while Hannibal, with 
the adchdon of the garrifon to his own trovys, went 
back to Venufia by the fame roads thiougti which 
he had come, and thence to Canufiuixi. Nero had 
never quitted the enemy’s Heps, and when he was 
going himfelf to Metapontum, had fent orders to 
Quintus Fulvius to come into Lucania, left that coun* 
try ihould be left without defence. 

XLIII. In the inean-time, Hafdrubal, having raifed 
the fiege of Placentia, fent four Gallic horfemen, 
and two Numidians, with a letter for Hannibal ; 
thefe, after traverfing almod the whole length of 
Italy, through the midll of enemies, in order to fol- 
low him on his retreat to Metapontum, miftook the 
road, and went towards Tarentum, where they were 
feized by fome Roman foragers, roving through the 
country, and conduced to the proprastor Quintus 
Claudius. At firft, they eluded his inquiries by eva- 
five anfwers ; but, on being threatened with torture, 
fear compelled them to own the truth, and they con- 
fefled that they were charged with a letter from 
Hafdrubal to mnnibal. With this letter, fealed as 
it was, the prifoners were given in charge to Lncius 
Virginlus, military tribune, to be conduced to the 
conful Claudius, and two troops of Samnite horfe 
were fent to efcort them. Claudius caufed the letter 

to • 
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BOOK to be read to him by an interpreter, and havmg exa* 

XXVII mined the prifoners, he concluded that the pre* 
fent conjuncture of affairs was not of fuch a nature 

B.'c. (07. require that the confuls Ihould carry on the 
war according to regular plans, each within the limits 
of his own province, by means of his own troops, 
and againff an antagonift pointed out by the fenate ; 
but that fome extraordinary and daring ftroke fhould , 
be ftruck, fuch as could not be forefeenor thought of, 
which, at its commencement, might caufe no lefs 
dread among their countrymen than among the 
enemy ; but, when accomplimed, would convert their 
great fears into as great exultation. Wherefore, fend* 
ing Hafdrubal’s letter to Rome, to the fenate, he at 
the fame time acquainted the Confcript Fathers with 
his intentibns, advifing that, as Hafdrubal had written 
to his brother that he would meet him in Umbria, 
they Ihould immediately call home the legion then 
at Capua, raife new levies, and poll the city army at 
Narnia, to intercept the enemy. Such were the 
contents of his letter to the fenate : for himfelf, he 
fent on mcffengers, through the diftriCfs of Larina, 
Marrucia, Frentana, and Prsetutia, along the road 
which he intended to take udth his army ; giving 
directions, that all the inhabitants Ihould bring down 
from their towns and farms, victuals ready*drelfed 
for the foldiers, and that they Ihould furnifh horfes 
and other beafts^ of burthen, to that the weary 
might be accommodated with eafy tranfports. He 
then feleCted from the Romans and allies the flower 
of their aimies, confliling of fix thoufand foot 
and one thoufand horie; and giving out that he 
meant to feize on the neareft town in Lucania and 
the Carthaginian garrifon therein, he ordered them 
all to be ready for a remove. Having fet out in 
the night, he turned off towards Picaium, -and, 
making the longed poflible marches, proceeded 
direClly towards his colleague, having left the com* 

mand 
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mand of the camp to Quintus Catius, lieutenant- BOOK 
general. XXVii. 

' .V- • 

XLIV. At Rome there was no lefs fright and b*c.' 207* 
' conltemadon than had been felt two years before, 
when the Carthaginian camp was brought clofe to 
the walls and gates of the city : nor could people 
well determine whether they fhould commend or 
blame the conful for his boldnefs in undertaking 
fuch an adventurous march. It was evident that 
his reputation would depend upon the ifliie, though 
there is not perhaps a more unfair method of 
judging. People conlidered, with alarming appre- 
henfions, that ‘‘ the camp, in the neighbourhood 
of fuch a foe of Haimibal, had been left with- 
** out a general, and under the guard of in army, 

“ the ftrength of which had been carried away; 

“ that the conful, pretending an expedition into 
Lucania, whep in fa£t he was going to Pice- 
** num and Gaul, had left his camp deftitute of 
** any other means of fafety than merely the enemy's 
“ want of information, as to the general and a 
“ part of his army having quitted it. What 
“ would be the confequence if this Ihould be 
“ difeovered, and if Hannibal ihould refolve, either 
“ with his whole army to purfue Nero, whofe entire 
“ force was but fix thoufand men, or to aifault the 
“ camp, which was left as a prey, without ftrength, 

“ without command, without aufpices ?" The paft 
difafters of this war, and the deaths of the two con- 
fuls in the laft year, ferved alfo to increafe thefe 
terrible fears. Belides, they relieved, that “ all thofe 
misfortunes had happened while there was but 
“ one general and one army of the enemy in Italy ; 

** whereas, at prefent, there were two Punic. wars 
there, two numerous armies, and, in a manner, 

** two Hannibals. For Hafdrubal was a fon oi 
** the lame lather ; Hamilcar was a commander 
“ equally enterprifmg, trained to making war againft . 

10 “ the 
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BOOK the Romans during many campaigns in Spain, 
.XXVII. « and rendered jEunous by a double viftory over 
** by tKe 4 fifett^ion of two of their armies, 

BO. 207. “ 2nd two of their ableil conunanders. With refpeft 
“ to the fpeedy acconiplifliment of his march from 
** Spain, and his addrels in routing the Gallic clans 
** to arms, he had much mo«e redbn to boati: than 
** Ha^bal himfelf; becaufe he had eolleded a 
rl^y of auxiliaries in thofe very places where the 
** other had loll the greater part of his foldiers 
*’* hy hunger and cold, the two moll miferable 
« ways in which men can perifli.** To all this, 
people, acquainted with the tranfadions in Spain, 
added, that “ in Nero he would meet an muago- 
nift 1^1 whom be was not unacquainted, one 
“ whon^^. formerly, when caught accidentally in 
** a dangerous detile, he had baffled, jufl: as he 
** would a child, by fallacious terms of peace.’* 
Sedng every thing through the medium of fear, 
which always reprefents objefts in the worft light, 
they judged all the refources of the enemy greater, 
and their own lefs, than they were in reality. 

XLV. WhQn Nero had attained to fuch a diftance 
from the enemy that his defign might be difclofed with 
fafety, he addretied his foldiers in a few words, telling 
them, that “ no general had ever formed a detign 
more daring in appearance, and yet more fafe in 
“ the execution than his. That he was leading them 
“ to certain viftory. For as his colleague had not 
“ marched againft that enemy until the fenate had 
given him luch a force, both of infantry and ca- 
valry, as fully tiitisfied his utmoil wilhes, and thofe 
“ troops more numerous and better provided than 
** if he were to go againfl Hannibal himfelf, the ad- 
dition thus m^e to it, whatever might be its in* 
** trintic weight, would certainly turn the fcale in 
« tiivour. As foon as the foe fiiould hear, in 
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the field of battle, {and he voudd taite ease diat ‘BO 0 K 
" they Ihould not hear foonerj) that soifNitMD eonfol, XXVII. 

and another army, had arrived^ thia fingle ureum> 

** fiance would infure fucce& A* war was, foifte- s'c.ao?! 
" times, happily concluded by the fpreadmg of a re> 

** port ; and incidents, of light moment, i^uently 
** impelled men’s ml^ to hope or fear. That 
** themfelves would reap almofi the whole firuits of 
** the glory acquired by fuccefs : for, in all cato^ 

“ the laft addition made to the a£Hng force, is fop* 

‘‘ pofed to be molt decifive of the bufinel& That 
** they fiiw by the concourfe of people attending, 

** with what admiration, and with what warm at- 
tachment of all ranks, their march was honour- 
** ed.” And, in fad, all the roads throui^ which 
they pafied were lined snth men and wonum, who 
crowded thither from all parts of the country, utter- 
ing vows and prayers for their fuccefs ; inttf mixing 
pnufes of their glorious enterprife, calling them the 
fafeguard of the commonwealth, the champions of 
the dty, and of the empire of Rome; on whofe 
arms, and on whofe valour, were r^fed the fafety 
and liberty of themfelves and of their children. 

They prayed to all the gods and goddefies to 
grant them a profperous march, a fucwsful battle, 
and fpeedy vidory : that they themfelves might be 
bound, by the event, to pay the vows they of- 
fered in their behalf, and that, as they now, wiA 
minds full of folidtude, accompanied th«n on thw 
way, fo they mi^t, in a few days, go out with 
hearts overflowing with joy, to meet them in 
triumph. Lvery one gave them warm invitations, 
offered them every accommodation, and prefied 
them, with the moft eameft entreaties, to take from 
him ratha than from another, whatever wa^ re- 
quifite for themfelves, mr thdr cattle; m a word, 
every thmg that was wanted, they widi cheerfulnels 
fupplied in abusdanca Thdr kindnefe was equalled 

M at; by •. 
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B O O K by tibt neden^ of the Ibldiers, who ivould not 
XXVII. accept of any matter whaterer beyond their necefl^ 
occafione. They never halted cm any account, nor 
B.C.ao 7 ’ ^^^tted their ranka to take thw vifhials, but marched 
day and nighty fcarcely allowing themfelves reft 
enoiwh to anfwer the calls of nature* Couriers were 
lent mrwaid to the other mbful, to pve notice of 
their co m i n g ; and to know ftom him, tritether he 
diofe that they ihouki appsoach £ecretly, or o[^ly, 
by night, or by day; whe^er ritey fliould lodge in the 
iiune camp with him, or in another. It was judged 
beft, ritat they fhould join him fecretly in rite n^ht 

XLVL Oidera were previoufly ^ven by rite con- 
ful Livitm, that, on their arrival, each tribune iltould 
be accommodrned wirit lodging by a tribune, each 
centurion by a centurion, each horfeman by a hoci^ 
man, and each footman by a footman. He con- 
iidei^ that k would not be prudent to enlarge the 
camp, left the enemy might difcover the conung of 
rite feoend conful, while the crowding together of 
additional numbers, into lodgings in a narrow fpace, 
would be attended with the 1& inccmvenience, as 
the troops of Claudios had brought with them, 
•hardly anything, except their arms. Claudius had 
augmented ins army with a number of volunteers : 
for many, both veteran foldiem difcharged from C»- 
vice, am young men, offered themfelves on his 
march ; and, as they eagerly pre&d to be emidoyed, 
he enlifted fuch of them as, from their peric^ ap- 
pearance, foamed fit for the The camp of 

Livius was neur Sou, and Hafdrubal lay about five 
himdred paces beyond it. Wherefore, Nero, to 
avoid entering k bmoee tugh^ halted when he came 
nigh, and where he was concoded behind mountains. 
As ^knefr came <m, his men, marching filentl^, 
were conduffod into tents, each by a perkm of his 
own rank, where they were ho^i^y entertained, 
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aniid mutual congratulations, and unbounded joy. ROOK 
Next day a council xras held, at which was alfo XXVIl. 
|}refent, the praetor, Lucius Porcius Lidnus. At this 
time, his camp was joined to that of the confuls. It b.C. so;.* 
fhould however be noticed, that before thdr cmning, 
he had often baffled and perplexed the ^my^ leading 
his troops along the ^h founds ; fometimes jjtix* 
ing narrow defiles tw arreft his march, fometimes 
haralfing him by attacks on his rear or flanks i and 
putting in praaice, indeed, every art of war. He 
now affifted at the council. Many were of opi- 
nion, that an enragement fhould be deferred until 
Nero might refrem his men, who were fatigued by 
their long march, and want of fleep ; and amo, that 
he fhould take a few days to himfelf, to gain fome 
knowledge of the enemy. Nero, with the utmoft 
eameftnefs, entreated them not, by delays, to render 
“ his enterprife rafh in efled, when di^tch would 
** enfure its fuccefs. In confequence of a deception, 

** which could not lad long, Hannibal lay yet, in 
“ a manner, motionlcfs; he neither afflulra his 
** camp, left, as it was, without its commander, nor 
** moved a ftep in purfuit of him. Before he fhould 
** ftir, HafdrubaPs army might be cuf off, and he 
” himfelf might return into ApuUa. Whoever, by 
« procraftination, allowed time to the enemy, would 
“ thereby betray the other camp to Hannibal, and 
**' open for him a road into Gaul, fo as to enable 
** him, at his leifure, to effed a junction with Haf- 
“ dru^l, and whenever he pleafed. They ought 
** to give the fi^l, inftantly ; march out to battle, 

** and take etafy advantage of the delufion under 
** which the enemy lay j bom the party in thw 
** neighbourhood, and the other at a diftance, while 
” the fetter knew not that their opponents were de- 
“ creafed in number, nor the former, that their’s 
“ were become more numoous and powerful.”— 
Accordingly the council was difmifled, the jfignal of/ 
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BOOK battle was difplayed, and the troops imtnediately 
XXVll. marched out to the fieild. 


b!c. 207! XL VII. The Carthaginians were already drawn up 

in order of battle before their camp. The only thing 
that prevented an immediate engagement was, that 
Hafdrubal having, with a fej| horfemen, advanced 
before the line, remarked am^; the enemy fome old 
fhields, which he had not feen before, and horfes 
leaner than any he had hitherto obferved : their 
number alfo feemed grater than ufual. On which, 
fufpefling what was thl^ cafe, he haltily founded a 
retreat ; fent a party to the watering-place at the 
river, with orders to pick up, if pofTible, Tome prifohers, 
alfo to obferve attentively, whether there were any 
whofe cinalplexions were more fun-bumed than ufual, 
as from a journey lately made ; at the lame time, 
ordering another party to ride round the camp, at a 
diftance, to mark whether the rampart had been ex- 
tended on any fide, and to watch whether the fignal 
was founded a fecond time. Though he received ac- 
counts of all thefe particulars, yet the circumftance 
of the camp^ not being enlarged,' led to a falfe con- 
clulion: they were two, as before the arrival of 
the fecond conful ; one belonging to Marcus Livius, 
the other to Lucius Porcius, and no addition bad 
been made to the trenches of either, to make more 
room for tents within. One thing particularly 
llruck that veteran commander, long accuftomed to 
aft againll Roman armies, which was, that accord- 
ing to the information of his fcou|s, the fignal was 
founded once in the praetor’s camp|l 4 nd twice in the 
conful’s. Hence he concluded, that the two con- 
fuls muft be there ; but how to account for Nero’s 
having left Haimibal behind, perplexed him ex- 
trem'ely. Of all things he qdtid the lead fufpeft 
what had really happened, Hannibal could be 
fo b&ded, and hi a bufine&.oi fuch magnitude; as 

not 
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not to know where the general was, and where the BOOK 
army, whofe camp ftood facing his own. He fup- XXVlI. 
pofed that fome difafter, of no ordinary kind, muft y ^ 
have hindered him from following ; and he began to b!c. 207! 
fear greatly, that he himfelf had come too late with 
fuccour, that.l^ affairs n^re too defperate to be 
retrieved, and that lame fortune which the 
Romans had, met in^^pain, awaited them now in 
Italy. He even conj^&ured, that his letter had not 
reached his brother, and that, in confequence of its 
being intercepted, the conful had haflened thither to 
overpower him. Diffra£):e# by thefe doubts and 
fears, he extinguifh^.all his fires, and, at the firfl: 
watchy ordered his woops to llrike their tents in 
filence, and to march. In the hurry and confulion 
of a movement by night, the guides were jq^t watch- 
ed with the neceffary care and attention ; one of 
them, therefore. Hopped in a place of concealment, 
which he had before fixed upon in his mind, and 
the other fwam acrofs the river Metaurus, at a pafs 
with which he was acquainted. The troops, thus 
left deftitute of condu^ors, itrayed for fpme time 
through the country ; and many, overcome by dtow- 
finefs and fatigue, flretched themfelves on the 
ground in various places, leaving the ftandards 
thinly attended. Hafdrubal, until day-light Ihould 
difcover a road, ordered the army to proceed along 
the bank of the river ; and, as he wandered along 
the turnings and windings, with which that river 
remarkably abounds, he made but little progrefs. Hill 
intending, however, to crofs it, as foon as the day 
enabled him t^/%id a convenient paffage. But the 
farther he removed from the fea, the higher did he 
find the banks, fo that not meeting with a ford, and 
waHing the day in the fearch, lie gave the enemy 
time to overtake him. 


XLVin. FirH, Nero, with all the cavalry, came 
*up ; then Porcius, with the light infantry. While 
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diey harafled his wearied army by frequent aflaults 
on every fide, and while the Carthaginian, now 
Hopping his march, or rather fl^ht, hm a mind to 
encamp on a high fpot of ground, on the bank 
the river, Livius arrived with the main body of 
in^try armed, and marflialled for immediate adion. 
When the Romans had united all their forces, and 
the line was drawn out in aiuwy, Claudios took the 
command of the right wing, Livius of the left ; that 
of the centre was given to the^rsetor. Hafdrubal, 
laying afide thi del^ of fortifymg a camp, when he 
law the neceffity of figMng, placed his elephants in 
front, before the battalions, jpl, befide them, on 
the left wing, he oppofed the ^uls to Claudios j not 
that he had much confidmce in them, btit thinking 
that they^were much dreaded by the enemy. The 
right wing, which was to oppofe Livius, he took to 
himfelf, together with the Spaniards, on whom, as 
being veteran troops, he placed his principal reliance. 
The Ligurians were pofted in the centre, behind the 
elephants ; but the line was too long in proportion to 
its depth. A rifing ground, in their front, proteAed 
the Gauls ; and while that part of the line, which 
was compofed of the Spaniards, engaged the left 
wing of the Romans, their right wing, ftretching out 
beyond the extent of the fight, Hood idle, for the 
eminence between them and the enemy prevented 
their making an attack, either on their front or flank. 
Between Livius and Hafdrubal a furious conflid 
began, and dreadful flaughter was made on both fides : 
for here were both the generals, here the greater 
part of the Roman infantry and <Mvalry, here the 
Spaniards, veteran troops, and acquainted with the 
Roman manner of fighting, and the Ligurians, a race 
of hardy warriors. To the fame part the elephants 
were' driven, which, at the firft onfet, difordered 
the van, and made even the battalions give ground ; 
hut afterwards, the contefl growing hotter, and the 
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ihouts louder, they Toon became difobedient to the BOOR 
direflbns of their riders, rambling up and dovm, XXVIl. 
between the two lines, without di^guilhing their yr!’'^ 
ovm party, and ranging to and fro, not unlike 
ihips without rudders. Claudius in vain attempted * 
to advance up the hill, often calling out thus to his 
men, — “ To what pnrpofe, then, have we, with fo 
“ much fpeed, mardNd over fuch a length of way?” 
However, feeing it impracticable to reach the enemy’s 
line in that quarter, he drew away fome cohorts from 
his right wing, where the tr^ps would not be able 
to a£fc, and led them round^hind the line. Then, 
to the furprife, not «niy of the enemy, but of his 
friends alfo, he mde'^ brilk attack on their 
right dank; and, fo quick were his motions, that 
almoft at the fame initant when his men appeared 
on the flank, they likewife attacked the rear. Thus 
the Spaniards and Ligurians were cut to pieces on 
all fides, in front, and flank, and rear, and the 
havock in a Ihort time reached the Gauls. Thde 
made very little oppofition : for great numbers of 
them were abfent from their pofts, having flipped 
away in the night, and lain down in the fields; 
while thofe who were prefent, being exhaufted by 
fatigue and want of fleep, and being naturally ill 
qualified to endure toil, had fcarcely ftrength remain* 
ing fufScient to fupport their armou'r. By this time 
it was mid-day ; and while they were panting with 
heat and thirft, they were fladn Or taken at the will of 
* the Romans. 

XLIX. Of the elephants, more were killed by 
their guides, than by the enemy. Tbcfe carried a 
knife, like that ufed by ihoemakers, with a mallet ; 
and when the animals began to grow furious, and 
to rufli on their own party, the manager of each, 
fixing this inftrument between its ears, on the joint 
which conoe£feidt|e bead with the neck, drove it in 





